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HISTORY AND EXPLANATION 


OF 

THE STAMP DUTIES. 


INTRODUCTORY PART. 


1. SUBJECT OF THE VOLUME. 

The Imperial taxes of the United Kingdom admit of 
classification under the heads: — 1. Direct taxes; 2. 
Indirect taxes; and 3. Stamp duties. 

They also range, with reference to the department 
for collection and management, under the heads : — 
1. Customs; and 2. Inland Revenue. 

The terms 4 Customs ’ and 4 Inland Revenue ’ require 
explanation. How is it that a term implying, in its 
ordinary acceptation, establishment by long usage, is 
applied to taxes, which we know have a statutory 
origin ? and why to a particular class of taxes P and, 
again, what is the meaning of 4 Inland ’ Revenue ? 

First, as to Customs. Early in our fiscal history, 
before the sole right of Parliament to originate taxation 
was distinctly acknowledged, the royal power was not 
unfrequently exercised in the levy of imposts, at¬ 
tempting in some cases to open up new sources of 
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revenue, in others to continue as of right the previous 
voluntary contributions of the subject. 

The right or royal prerogative in the matter was, 
however, to say the least, extremely doubtful, and 
therefore it was advisable to endeavour to divest such 
transactions of their real character, and clothe them 
with an authority generally recognized. This country 
has ever been most careful of custom, and indeed 
allows to the term an almost sacred importance; and 
hence it was that in those times any toll, tax or aid 
(whatever its origin) which had acquired a sort of 
popular sanction, as it were, by repetition or continu¬ 
ance, was in danger of enrolment in the Kolls of the 
Exchequer as a ‘ custom,’ with a view to its maintenance 
upon the to us indisputable ground of precedent. 

In this way the export toll on wools, skins, and 
leather, confirmed to King Edward I. (in a semi- 
constitutional way) in the year 1295, had previously 
acquired the appellation of the 6 custom of wools, 
skins and leather,’ though it originated probably in 
royal exaction; and thus also the aids and tasks 
granted to the same king for his wars and other pur¬ 
poses were in danger of being drawn into a custom, 
and fixed on the landowners as a permanent tax. 

It was not, however, an easy matter to establish 
fiscal customs against such men as Roger de Bigod and 
Humphrey de Bohun, and, the king having about the 
same time attempted to levy a further tax on the 
merchants, enforced by seizure of their wool, the two 
classes thus threatened with a common danger com¬ 
bined in resistance, and, in the result, not only was the 
new wool toll stigmatized as malatolta—an evil toll or 
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tax—and released, but also the establishment of fiscal 
customs was effectually precluded for ever. 

This immunity from arbitrary taxation was secured 
to us by Chapters V., VI., and VII. of 4 that famous 
statute ’ which Hallam, in allusion to the fact, says 4 is 
inadequately denominated 44 the Confirmation of the 
Charters,” for it added another pillar to our constitution 
not less important than the Great Charter itself; ’ 
which chapters (usually called the new articles) are in 
the following terms— 

Cap. V. — ‘ For so much as divers people of our realm are in 
fear that the aids and tasks which they have given to us before¬ 
time towards our wars and other business, of their own grant and 
goodwill (howsoever they were made), might turn to a bondage 
to them and their heirs, because they might be at another time 
found in the Rolls, and likewise for the prices taken throughout 
the realm by our ministers : we have granted for us and our heirs, 
that we shall not draw such aids, tasks, nor prices into a custom 
(ne treroms a custume) for anything that hath been done hereto¬ 
fore, be it by roll or any other precedent that may be founden.’ 

Cap. VI.—‘ Moreover, we have granted for us and our heirs, 
as well to Archbishops, Bishops, Abbots, Priors, and other folk of 
Holy Church, as also to Earls, Barons, and to all the communalty 
of the land, that for no business from henceforth we shall take such 
manner of aids, tasks, nor prices, but by the common assent of 
the realm, and for the common profit thereof, saving the ancient 
aids and prices due and accustomed.’ 

Cap. VII.—‘ And for so much as the more part of the commun¬ 
alty of the realm find themselves sore grieved with the male- 
toute 1 of wools, that is to wit, a toll of 40s. for every sack of 
wool, and have made petition to us to release the same ; we at 
their requests have clearly released it, and have granted for us 
and our heirs, that we will not take such things without their 
common assent and good will, saving to us and our heirs the 
custom of wools, skins, and leather, granted before by the com¬ 
munalty aforesaid.’ 

Subsequently the term continued in use by the 
legislature in reference to that particular class of 

1 Malatolta, sometimes Malatollia, from tollo, to take as toll. The 
unjust custom on wool, the evil tolta or tax. See glossary to Mr. 
Stubbs’ Illustrations of English Constitutional History. 
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duties or taxes, of which the toll customs of earlier 
days were the predecessors, i.e. export and import, 
otherwise frontier duties. Thus in the statute which 
granted to Charles II. at the Restoration, tonnage 
(i.e. a duty per ton on wine imported) and poundage 
(i.e. a duty per pound on merchandise exported or 
imported) and an export duty on woollen cloths or old 
draperies, we find the term customs used in reference 
to all the duties in question: since which it continues 
to the present day to express port duties. 

The Customs are indirect taxes; are under the 
management of the Commissioners of Customs; and 
produce a revenue of, in round numbers, about twenty 
millions a year, the principal contributaries being 
sugar, tea, coffee, tobacco, spirits, and wine. 

4 Inland Revenue ’ is a term of modern date, a crea¬ 
tion of the Legislature in the year 1849, when ‘the 
several revenues, duties, matters, and things previously 
collected by, or which were under the care and man¬ 
agement of the Commissioners of Excise, and the Com¬ 
missioners of Stamps and Taxes/ were, by the 12 Vie. 
c. 1, placed under the management of one Board of 
Commissioners, to be called ‘ the Commissioners of 
Inland Revenue/ and denominated ‘ Inland Revenue.’ 
More shortly, it designates the internal taxes of the 
kingdom, as opposed to the frontier or port duties. 

The Inland Revenue duties produce about forty- 
three millions a year. They are collected from a 
number of different sources, and comprise direct taxes, 
indirect taxes, and stamp duties. 

Smofin" ^ ie ^ rec ^ * ,axes are those imposed on persons or 
land Re- ■ pioperty directly ; such, for instance, as the land tax, 
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the inhabited house tax, the income tax, the tax on 
property on its devolution in consequence of death, &c. 

The indirect taxes are those imposed on manufac¬ 
tured articles, and are termed 4 Excise ’ duties, from the 
Latin excidere , to cut off a part from the whole. Such 
are the duties on spirits, malt, beer (collected at pre¬ 
sent by means of a licence duty paid by the brewers), 
manufactured plate, proprietary medicines, &c. 

The stamp duties are a special class of tax, entirely 
sui generis 

These duties form the subject of the present volume, 
which contains, besides the law now in force, (it is 
believed) all the information, historical and explanatory, 
in relation to the duties and law that can under orr 
dinary circumstances be required. The historical part 
embodies the substance of notes from a number of 
different sources, including the Reports of the Com¬ 
missioners of Revenue Inquiry and the Annual Reports 
of the Inland Revenue Commissioners since the year 
1857; and is the result of an endeavour to link together 
in connected narrative these notes, which as originally 
strung one after the other, beadroll fashion, presented a 
mere consecutive statement of bare facts. 

The subject is not wholly devoid of importance and 
interest to the public generally, but the principal motive 
for the work has been the hope of proving useful to 
those officially required to have a knowledge of the 
stamp laws. In this view the volume is dedicated to 
the officers of the Inland Revenue Department. 
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II. PLAN OF TIIE VOLUME. 

The volume is divided into six parts, as follows:— 

Part I., treating of the origin of stamp duties, and 
containing a sketch of the history of the duties in this 
country from their first imposition to the year 1870 ; 

Part II., containing observations on the past and 
present state of the stamp laws, and continuing the 
history of the duties to the present time ; 

Part III., relating to the method for securing pay¬ 
ment of the duties, i.e. the machinery of the tax ; 

Part IV., relating to the department for the manage¬ 
ment and collection of the duties, in a word, the ad¬ 
ministration ; 

Part V., relating to the stamp duties in foreign coun¬ 
tries, more particularly France ; and 

Part VI., containing the stamp laws at present in force 
in the United Kingdom, with explanatory notes and 
appendices. 


III. SCOPE OF TIIE VOLUME . 

During the period of the existence of the Board of 
Commissioners of Stamps as a separate Board, a great 
variety of taxes were under their care. Many of these 
have no real claim to the appellation of stamp duties, 
being taxes of a different class, which the Legislature 
placed under the care of the Commissioners of Stamps 
principally for reasons which resolve themselves into 
facility of collection and management. They were, in 
short, stamp duties only by reference to the Board 
which administered them. As it is not intended in 
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the present volume to treat of these merely statutory 
stamp duties, but only of stamp duties properly so 
termed, it will be well to start with a clear definition 
of the latter. After which, a brief notice of the taxes 
excluded by the definition may prove not wholly with¬ 
out interest. 

Stamp duties properly so termed have three special Definition 
characteristics :— duties. 

1. They are charged on deeds or other written in¬ 
struments ; 

2. They are collected by means of stamps impressed 
on or affixed to the instruments charged ; and 

3. The instruments charged have reference to, are, 
in fact, the evidences or records of acts or transactions 
more or less of a transitory nature, and not periodic in 
recurrence. 

This definition excludes, by its first branch, the what 
statutory stamp duties (repealed and now almost for- Skion 
gotten) on hats, gloves and mittens, tooth powder, ftxcludes * 
hair pomatum and hair powder, articles of perfumery, 
cosmetics, and dice; and the existing statutory stamp 
duties on cards, proprietary medicines, and manu¬ 
factured plate. 

Now the method of collection employed for these 
taxes appears at first sight to afford a colourable pre¬ 
text for terming them stamp duties. 

The tax on hats was collected by means of stamped i. Certain 
papers fixed inside on the lining of the hats; that on duties 
gloves and mittens by similar stamped papers affixed by'means 
to the right-hand glove or mitten of each pair of gloves wrappers 64 
and mittens ; those on tooth powder, hair pomatum and &c< 
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hair powder, articles of perfumery, and cosmetics by 
means of stamped paper wrappers affixed to the boxes, 
pots, packets, and bottles containing the articles taxed ; 
the tax on dice by a stamp impressed on the dice; the 
tax on cards, formerly by means of a stamped ace of 
spades—the c duty card ’ — contained in each pack, and, 
at present, by means of stamped wrappers enclosing the 
packs; that on proprietary medicines in a similar 
manner by means of what are termed the medicine 
labels, which are stamped ; whilst the tax on articles 
of manufactured plate is collected by means of a stamp , 
viz. the impression of the mark of 4 the sovereign’s head’ 
—termed the 1 duty mark ’ — made when the plate 
is assayed at the proper Assay Office in order to prove 
its quality. 

When, however, it is borne in mind that what is 
taxed is not the label, wrapper, or duty card, but the 
thing itself—an article of consumption — it is obvious 
that these are not stamp duties, but excise duties: 
just as was the duty on beer imposed in America in 
the year 18G6, and levied by means of stamped labels 
affixed to the bungholes of the casks; and as would 
have been the proposed duty on matches 1 of 1871, 
notwithstanding the c ex luce lucellum ’ labels. 

Secondly, the definition of stamp duties excludes 
several taxes of the class termed by the Commissioners 
of Bevenue Inquiry, in their Reports on the stamp 
revenue, ‘ the unstamped duties,’ as imposed and col- 

1 This duty was correctly treated in the Bill that embodied the pro¬ 
posal as an excise duty. 
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lectecl without reference to any stamp. Such are the 
duties on advertisements, pamphlets, stage coaches, 
post-horses, and race-horses referred to in the above- 
mentioned Reports, and the duties on hackney car¬ 
riages, and on passengers by railway, placed under the 
management of the Commissioners of Stamps in the 
years 1831 and 1832. 

Lastly, the definition excludes, by its third branch, 3. The 

' ' % ' duties on 

all duties on annual trade or business licences. This certain 
enables us to dismiss from consideration the duties on licencee. 
annual licences to hawkers, pedlars, and petty chap¬ 
men, pawnbrokers, appraisers, house agents, retailers 
of ale, beer, and excisable liquors, vendors of sweets 
(i.e. sweet wines), dealers in gold and silver plate, 
makers and vendors of proprietary medicines, makers 
and vendors of playing-cards and dice, bankers who 
issue notes, attornies, proctors, conveyancers, special 
pleaders, and equity draftsmen: all of which have been, 
at one time or another, classified in the stamp branch 
of the revenue, though most of them have since been 
transferred to the excise branch. 

When licence duties of this description have been 
statutory stamp duties, it has, as may be inferred, been 
customary to stamp the licences. But the fact that the 
licences bear or do not bear stamps is obviously not a 
material consideration in regarding the nature of such 
taxes. 

Licence duties of this description, if for the sale of Proper 
an article of consumption itself liable to tax, as beer, tion of 
proprietary medicines, plate, &c., are, generally speak- duties! 
ing, ancillary to—mere corollaries of — the tax on the 
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article of consumption, and should be regarded as part 
and parcel of it. 

In other cases the duties are direct taxes. If fixed 
in amount—as in the case of attornies, note bankers, 
special pleaders, hawkers, &c.—they are simply personal 
taxes on the individuals of the particular classes 
specified. If imposed with reference to the mag¬ 
nitude of the business transactions or premises, they 

The , assume the form of an income tax. This is the case 

1 patent© 

tax in in France, where the 4 droits de patentes ’ (licence 

France. 

duties) are imposed on a graduated scale according to 
the letting value of the buildings inhabited, or used for 
the performance of the work of the profession followed. 
And it was in this view that M. Thiers, in the present 
year, opposed the imposition of an income tax in 
France, as forming with the 4 patente ’ tax a 4 double 
emploi.’ 

Reasons A single exception from the rule of exclusion pre- 

fortreating . . 1 

the fire viously laid down is made in relation to the fire 

insurance . 

duties as insurance percentage duties. These duties, though 

duties. c unstamped duties,! it will be convenient to take into 
consideration, with the object of embracing all the 
duties on insurance in one view ; those on sea, life, 
and miscellaneous insurances having all been stamp 
duties in the strict sense of the term. 
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ORIGIN OF STAMP DUTIES. 

If, in investigating the origin of taxes, one approaches 
the subject with antiquarian proclivities, something like 
a precedent may be dug up from a remote period for 
almost every tax. The Danegeld is a very good proto¬ 
type of the land tax ; the tax which the Emperor Corn- 
menus is said to have imposed on the inhabitants of each 
street, at so many lambs, cocks, and hens, &c., according 
to the number of chimneys in the street, is a fair pre¬ 
cedent for the window tax of William III.; and so on. 

In this view, the establishment by the Emperor Jus- 0ri & in 

. 1 attribu- 

tinian of certain regulations regarding the inscription of ted to 

. ° 1 . Justinian 

the name of the intendant of the finances on certain by the 
legal formulas, or c forms/ as we usually term them, 
with a penalty for defacing the inscription, has afforded 
writers in France, where their first stamp tax was col¬ 
lected by means of formules , a pretext for attributing 
the invention of stamped paper to him. 1 

This Roman origin of the tax is denied by M. ° thers 

° . J to the 

Cibrario, an Italian writer, according to whom this Spaniards, 
description of tax was first adopted by Spain. 

1 See the Code annote de VEnregistrement, tit. Timbre. See also de Ar. 4519. 
Basville’s Memoires pour servir a Vhistoire de Languedoc, as quoted in 
Beckmann’s History of Inventions, vol. i. of translation by W. Johnston, 
p. 377. 
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Whilst M. de Parieu mentions, in his ‘ Traite des 
Impots,’ the work of a Spanish autlior, as attributing the 
invention of stamp duties to the English. 

Our fiscal annals, however, record no tax or imposi¬ 
tion fairly a precedent for stamp duties. The meagre 
revenues of some of our kings of the middle ages 
were, it is true, not unfrequently recruited by fiscal 
exactions for royal grants of offices, honours, dignities, 
pardons, &c.; and most probably the impression of the 
royal seal was, on such occasions, affixed to or impressed 
on the deed of grant, for the use of seals had prevailed 
in this country as a custom since the advent of the 
Normans, who introduced them instead of the little 
crosses previously attached to deeds. But these pay¬ 
ments for sealed deeds of grant, though, from one point 
of view, precursors of the stamp duties subsequently 
imposed on similar deeds of grant, are exactions too 
limited in scope to be adduced as precedents for a 
general stamp tax. Moreover, as regards this particular 
description of tax, there is no necessity to strain for a 
precedent, or to 

grope the dull way on, 

By the dim glimmering light of ages gone ; 

for all the best authorities on the subject concur in 
attributing the origin of stamp duties, as they are 
known to us, to Holland, where duties of this descrip¬ 
tion were first imposed in the year 1G24. 

Holland, termed by M. de Parieu 4 la terre classique 
de la fiscalite,’ early developed uncommon cleverness 
in the invention and ability in the application of taxes. 1 

1 On this head see Motley’s United Netherlands, vol. iii. p. 375. 
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Her fiscal impositions have in several instances afforded 
a pattern for imitation by us. Excises, according to 
Blackstone, were first introduced here on the model of 
the Dutch prototype; our servant tax was copied from 
the Dutch tax; the notion of stamp duties came to us 
from thence; and for these reasons the annals of taxa¬ 
tion in Holland are peculiarly worthy of our attention. 

The manner in which the stamp duties originated is 
interesting. 

The Eepublic was at that time engaged in the life 
and death struggle with Spain, the expenses of which 
were enormous. The States-General had exhausted 
their powers of invention in the discovery and applica¬ 
tion of new methods of taxation, and had raised every 
tax imposed to the highest point of yield. Neverthe¬ 
less, the revenue proved insufficient for their necessities, 
and now they were at their wits’ end. Under these 
circumstances, they 1 offered, by public edict, a reward 
for the invention of any new tax beneficial to the 
revenue and not overburdensome to the citizens. 

This resulted in the discovery by 6 some shrewd, 
deep-thinking person,’ as Boxhorn has it, of a novel 
form of taxation by means of stamped paper. The 
States had in use two different seals, the greater and 
the lesser seal of the States, and the proposal was 
that the Government should issue sheets of paper 
stamped with the impression of these seals—the greater 
or the lesser seal—at prices fixed for each description of 

1 Beckmann says the States of the United Provinces; Boxhorn, 
whom he quotes, the States of Holland; but from the context it may 
be inferred that he means the States-General. 
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paper, and that the use, according to the importance of 
the business, of one or the other description of paper 
for all petitions, legal documents, contracts, &c., should 
be made compulsory on the citizens of the States. 

This suggestion the States-General adopted, and the 
new method of taxation by stamp duties thus estab¬ 
lished, proving successful, was not long afterwards 
introduced in France, and subsequently in this country. 

Such was the origin of stamp duties ; the name of 
the inventor has not come down to us. 

Sir Robert In this country, Chancellors of the Exchequer are 

volunteer inundated with propositions for taxation from private 
financiers. p ersong? p u t, rare ly indeed are these proposals of 
practical utility. The majority of them are of the 
class feelingly described by Sir E. Peel as— 

‘ Pitiful propositions made by persons who seem to 
have nothing to do but to suggest modes of taxation to 
men in office, and fancy they have made some discovery 
that pretty nearly places them on a level with Archi¬ 
medes, when, finding that pianofortes, umbrellas, or 
such articles, are not subject to taxation, they imme¬ 
diately suggest them to the Chancellor of the Ex¬ 
chequer, accompanied with a claim for a very large 
percentage, on the ground of the novelty of their 
discovery and the certain success of its application .’ 1 


See financial statement for the year 1842. 
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HISTORY OF THE DUTIES. 

The narrative is divided into three periods, as fol¬ 
lows :— 

I. A period ranging from the year 1694, when the 
duties were first imposed, to the commencement of the 
war with revolutionary France in the year 1793; 
which may, in reference to the amount of the duties 
payable, be termed the period of moderation. 

II. A period (which may, in a similar sense, be 
termed the period of excess), ranging from the year 
1793 to the year 1850, and including two sub-periods, 
one—a period of war — from the year 1793 to the 
peace after the Battle of Waterloo, and the other—a 
period of peace — from the year 1815 to the year 1850. 

III. A period of reform, commencing in the year 
1850 with the alterations effected by Sir Charles Wood, 
and terminating with the passing of 4 The Stamp Act, 
1870 : the history being continued to the present 
date in Part II., which has a more special relation to 
the past and present state of the stamp laws. 

First Period, a.d. 1694 - 1793 . 

Commencement of the Duties in England, 
including Wales. 

The commencement of stamp duties in this country 
dates from the year 1694. We were then in the sixth 
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year of the war with Louis XIV. of France, which, 
from the want of success in our operations of the 
previous year, was far from popular. Nevertheless, as 
the contest had now become a financial quite as much 
as a military contest, and the fiscal burdens of France 
were overwhelming as compared with those of this 
country, it appeared to be to our interest to continue 
the war. In addition to this, the accounts of the 
ravages committed by the French soldiery, particularly 
in the Palatinate, had filled the country with alarm, 
and many persons therefore considered it wiser to 
continue a war localized on the Continent, in which we 
could use continental cities as it were for outposts to 
London, than to incur the risk of a brief truce and 
renewed hostilities, with our own shores, perhaps, for 
the battle-field, and our homes the scene for new acts 
of what Smollett describes as the 4 more than Tartarian 
ferocity of the enemy.’ 

For these reasons no reluctance was felt in freely 
granting supplies towards continuing the war. 

Some twenty years previously, in the reign of 
Charles II., there had been imposed duties on deeds 
enrolled, crown and other grants, and law proceedings, 
which were collected by the different courts of law 
and public departments, and by them paid over to the 
Crown. 

This tax had been suffered to expire ; it was now 
determined to revive it, extending the area of charge 
so as to include many documents not before taxed, and 
collect it by means of stamps after the manner of the 
tax in Holland, that is, by requiring all documents 
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charged to be written on paper bearing what may be 
termed the Government stamp. 

For this purpose was passed the Act of the 5th 
and 6th of William and Mary, cap. 21, intituled, c An 
Act for granting to their Majesties several duties upon 
vellum, parchment, and paper, for four years, towards 
carrying on the war against France/ 

The duties were imposed throughout England and 
Wales, and were to be administered by commissioners 
appointed by the Crown for the purpose, who were 
required to provide six several stamps or marks differ¬ 
ing from each other, indicating payments of 406’., 5s., 
2s. 6 d., Is., 0>d., and Id. — the different amounts of 
charge for the instruments specified in the Act: and 
it was enacted that every instrument of the description 
of those charged should be written on paper (which 
« includes vellum and parchment) previously stamped to 
denote payment of the proper duty. 

A list of the instruments charged is given in the 
Appendix ; it may be convenient however to give a 
short summary of the list. 

The instruments liable to the duty of 40<s. were, 
principally, as follows :— 

Eoyal grants of any honour, dignity, promotion, fran¬ 
chise, pardon, reprieve or relaxation from punishment, 
fine or forfeiture, monies, office or employment, or 
lands, and other grants of profit; donations, collations 
and presentations to ecclesiastical benefices or dignities, 
ecclesiastical dispensations to hold two livings, and 
other dispensations and faculties ; admissions of any 
fellow of the college of physicians, advocate, attorney, 

c 


The origi¬ 
nal Stump 
Act. 


Scope of 
the Act. 


Summary 
of the 
deeds, &c., 
charged. 


18 


niSTORY OF THE DUTIES 


notary, or officer of any court; certificates of any 
degree in the Universities or the Inns of Court; and 
appeals from the Courts of Admiralty and Arches, and 
the prerogative Courts of Canterbury and York. 

The principal instruments liable to the duty of 55. 
were : —Deeds and other instruments enrolled in any 
Court, certain deeds relating to fines and recoveries, 
ecclesiastical institutions and licenses, marriage certifi¬ 
cates and licenses, letters of mart, probates of wills and 
letters of administration, writs of error certiorari and 
habeas corpus, and appeals and sentences in the Court 
of Admiralty ; with some others which it is not neces¬ 
sary here to particularize. 

The duties of 2s. G d., Is., and 6 d. had relation to 
certain proceedings in the law courts, affidavits, ad¬ 
missions into corporations or the Inns of Court and 
Chancery, and matriculations in the Universities. A 
variety of instruments however were included under 
the following comprehensive heads of charge, the 
amount of duty being G d. 

1. ‘Indenture Lease or Deed Poll not otherwise 
specifically charged,’ and 

2. ‘ Charter-party, policy of insurance, passport, 
bond, release, contract or other obligatory instrument, 
or any protest, procuration, letter of attorney or other 
notarial certificate.’ 

These heads are important as containing the germ of 
our present tax, and the item ‘ policy of insurance,’ a 
charge which subsequently expanded into an enormous 
tax on marine, fire, life and other insurances, a develop¬ 
ment as remarkable as any recorded in the whole 
history of taxes. 
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The instruments charged with the duty of Id. were, 
principally, pleadings in the law courts and copies 
thereof, copies of depositions and pleadings in equity, 
and copies of wills: and the Act contained a special 
exemption from duty in favour of bills of exchange 
and promissory notes. 

The duties thus originally imposed produced a 
revenue, taking the average of the first four years, 
of about 5,000/. 

Before the expiration of the term for which the 
duties were granted, they were continued for a further 
term, and so on from time to time, till, at the date of 
the union of the kingdoms of England and Scotland, 
they stood limited for a term of ninety-six years from 
July 31, 1710, that is, were payable up to August 
1806. 

These original duties were not the only stamp duties 
payable in England at the date of the Union with 
Scotland. Additional duties had been imposed in the 
year 1698, chiefly on instruments of the same descrip¬ 
tion as those previously charged. These additional 
duties were distinct from the original duties, and were 
payable in perpetuity. 

Commencement of the Duties in Scotland. 

In Scotland, before the Union, no stamp duties were 
payable ; and, as by the terms of the Act of Union it 
was declared that during the continuance of the stamp 
duties then in force in England Scotland should not be 
charged therewith, that part of Great Britain enjoyed, 
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after the Union, an exemption from the original stamp 
duties during a period extending to August 1800, and, 
from the additional duties of the year lG98,a perpetual 
exemption. 

Certain These exemptions were, throughout all the repeals 
tionT and regrants of the stamp duties subsequently effected, 
Scotland practically kept in force by the enactment of charges 
Union. of less amount for instruments executed in Scotland 
than for those in England. This difference in charge 
continued till the year 1808; at which date, the period 
of exemption from the original duties having expired, 
the remaining exemption from the additional duties of 
1698 was commuted for an equivalent in the reduction 
of the duties payable on instruments of seizin and other 
instruments relating to titles to land in Scotland, and 
the stamp duties on other instruments were reimposed 
at a uniform rate for the whole of Great Britain. 


Ilistory of the Ditties in Great Britain , 1701-1793. 


Let us now follow the history of the stamp duties in 
Great Britain from the year 1701 to the year 1793, 
bearing in mind that the duties imposed by the British 
legislature subsequently to the Union have, generally 
speaking, been imposed throughout Great Britain, and 
that the various stamp acts, passed from time to time, 
have extended to Scotland unless when specially ex¬ 
empted. 

The legislation on the subject of the stamp duties 
cJuring the during the remainder of the reign of Anne, and the 
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reigns r of George I. and George II. consisted prin¬ 
cipally of Acts increasing and regulating the duties ; and 
the yield of the revenue under the head Stamps, was — 

In the year 1714, 1 the last of the reign of 

Queen Anne ..... 11G,931/. 
In the year 1727, 1 the last of the reign of 

George I.. 157,142/. 

In the year 1760, 2 the last of the reign of 

George II. . 289,134/. 

During the first eighteen years of the reign of George 
III., the yield of the duties steadily increased : in the 
year 1770 it was over 336,000/.; in the year 1778 
it reached 442,349/. During this period, however, 
nothing noteworthy occurs on the Statute Book. 

In the year 1779 the duties chargeable on pro¬ 
bates and letters of administration amounted to 106*. 
Additional duties were now imposed, at the rate of 206. 
for estates of or above the value of 100/., and 406. for 
estates of or above the value of 300/., introducing, to 
that extent, an ascending scale of charge in reference to 
these duties. And in the following year, 1780, duties 
were first imposed on receipts for any legacy or share 
of the personal estate of a deceased, also on an as¬ 
cending scale, viz. 26. 6 d. for receipts for not exceeding 
20/., 56. from 20/. to 100/., and 206. for 100/. and 
upwards. We may therefore fix this date, 1779-80, 
as the date of commencement of ad valorem duties on 

1 Ending the 29th of September. 

3 Ending the 10th of October. 
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the devolution of personal property in consequence of 
death. 

Com- In the year 1782, stamp duties were first imposed 

mentof on bills of exchange and promissory notes, instruments 
duties 11 which were, as before stated, specially exempted from 
m H 82 . duty under the original Stamp Act. These duties at¬ 
tached only to inland bills and notes on demand, and 
were charged at the rate of 3 d. for instruments under 
50/., and Gd. for instruments over 50/. They were 
expected to produce about 50,000/., and the actual 
yield exceeded that amount by 6,000/. 

The duties In the following year the duties were doubled, ex- 

donbled in t 0 

the follow- cept for instruments under 10/., and were extended to 

ing yeui\ 

all instruments, foreign as well as inland, and whether 
payable on demand or otherwise. Thus augmented, 
the duties yielded in the third year, 1786, when the 
Large and tax may be considered to have come into full plav 
nearly 71,000/., and from this point the revenue 

derived from this source continuously and steadily 

increased. 

In the same year, 1782, percentage duties on fire 
insurance were first imposed, and were made payable 
annually at the rate of 1$. Gd. per 100/. of the sum 
insured. The collection of the tax was placed in the 
hands of the insurance offices, each office being re- 
quiied to take out an annual license from the Com¬ 
missioners of Stamps, and give security for accounting 
foi and prompt payment of the duties collected, 
i eceiving, for the trouble of collection, an allowance of 
bs. in the pound on the amount paid over to the 
Leceivei-General of Stamp Duties. It was expected 
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that the tax would produce a revenue of about 100,000/. Average 

1 yield of 

The actual produce was about 106,500/. per annum these 
for the first eight years, the value of the property in- the first 
sured being about 142 millions. oightyears. 


The yield of the stamp duties generally for the year Augmen- 
1783 was over 855,000/. In this year additional the sump 
duties were imposed on most of the instruments pre- generally 
viously charged. Several new heads of charge were inl ' 83 ’ 
also introduced, the principal being agreements, awards, 
entries made in the parish register of burials, marriages, 
births or christenings, inventories, and receipts for Com- 

mence- 

money amounting to M. or upwards ; and it was ex- ment of 
pected that the yield would be — on receipts. 


From agreements, inventories, and awards . 10,000/. 
From entries of burials, marriages, births, 

and christenings, &c. .... 15,000/. 
And from receipts . . . . 250,000/. 


In the following year the revenue from stamps First ten 
amounted to close upon a million. From the year pitt’s ° 
1784 to the year 1793, (the first ten years of Pitt’s traUoT" 
first administration,) with the exception of the imposi¬ 
tion, in the year 1789, of additional duties on probates, 
letters of administration and receipts for legacies and 
shares of personal estate on death, and an Act, passed 
in the year 17 91, regulating the duties payable on bills 
of exchange and promissory notes and receipts, 
nothing of importance as regards the stamp duties in 
Great Britain occurs on the Statute Book. 

We have now traced the origin of the stamp duties Summary, 
in England and Scotland, and have noted, seriatim, the 
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additions to the tax subsequently made by—the im¬ 
position of additional duties, the introduction of an 
ascending scale of charge for probates and letters of 
administration, the imposition of the legacy duties, the 
bill and note duties, and the fire insurance duties, the 
augmentation of the duties generally in 1783, and the 
introduction of several new heads of charge, notably 
receipts. A statement of the yield of the duties, and 
a few observations on the general condition of the tax 
at the date at which we have arrived, will aptly close 
the history of the duties during the period under 
review. 


Yield of the Stamp Revenue in the Year 1792. 

The yield of the revenue for Great Britain under the 
head 4 Stamps ’ (net receipts, deducting drawbacks, &c., 
and charges of collection and management) for the year 
ending October 10, 1792, was 1,462,928/. Is. 2d. 

This includes the produce of several taxes not 

4 stamp duties within the definition previously given 

in this volume, but included under the head of ‘Stamps,’ 

in the revenue accounts as taxes under the mana^e- 

© 

ment of the Stamp Commissioners, the principal being 
the duties on newspapers, cards and dice, plate, pam¬ 
phlets, advertisements, stage carriages, annual licenses 
to attornies, and patent medicines. The exact produce 
of these taxes cannot be stated, but an estimate of 
400,000/. probably more than covers it. This leaves 
for the 4 stamp duties ’ proper about 1,063,000/. Of 
this total, according to the Tables of Accounts published 
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by the Inland Revenue Commissioners, the bill of ex¬ 
change and promissory note duties produced 185,880/., 
and the percentage duties on fire insurance 135,09G/. 

General Condition of the Tax at this Date. 

The general condition of the stamp branch of the 
revenue at the date at which we have arrived is thus 
described by Pitt in his speech on the Budget for the 
year 1792:— 

‘ It has increased in the produce of the old duties, 
while at the same time new duties have been added to 
a large amount, and the augmentation is, on this head, 
on the whole, near 400,000/., a sum which is raised 
in such a manner as to be attended with little incon- 
venience to those who pay it.’ 

In other words, the stamp duties, though consider- 
ably augmented since their first imposition, were still 
moderate in amount, and easily and therefore willingly 
paid; and they produced (in consequence, chiefly, of 
the increasing commerce and general prosperity of the 
nation) an abundant yield of revenue. 

The Stamp Act for America. 

Iu order to complete the foregoing as a history of 
the enactments relating to stamp duties passed by the 
British Legislature during the period under review, 
some notice is necessary of a celebrated Act of Parlia¬ 
ment passed in the year 1765, which had reference 
not to British but to colonial stamp duties — the Stamp 
Act for America. 
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This Act formed part of a scheme for raising a 
revenue in our American colonies, which originated 
mainly from a consideration of the magnitude our 
national debt had attained, owing chiefly (as the pro¬ 
moters of the scheme affirmed) to expenditure relating 
to those colonies. Let us see, 1, what was the nature 
of that expenditure; 2, what precedents (if any) 
existed for such taxation; and 3, what was the con¬ 
dition of the colonies at the time. 

1. For the first 130 years after their foundation, i.e. 
from the settlement of Virginia, our first permanent 
establishment, to the commencement of the war with 
Spain, the expense to this country of her colonies in 
North America was inconsiderable ; 1 at any rate, we 
were well repaid by the advantages of commerce and 
navigation which we derived from the existence of those 
colonies, and which had been our principal object in 
founding and fostering them. 

After this, however, came the war with Spain, which 
cost, including the war of the Austrian succession which 
followed, about forty-three millions; and which, from 
a narrow point of view, 2 may be considered to have 

Sinclair totals up a large amount of expenditure in direct subventions 
to these colonies. But the subscriptions towards the expenses of the 
adventurers in Virginia, which really were advances from persons actuated 
by hopes of gain, the national subscription for the benefit of the < unhappy 
sufferers by the fire at Charlestown’ in the year 1741 , and the expenses 
of the survey of the American coasts, can hardly be considered 1 charges 
which this country had been put to on account of its settlements in 
America.’ 

* A broader view would include of course the change in the relations 
of the two nations caused by the succession of a Bourbon to the Spanish 
throne, the existence in Parliament of a strong opposition to Walpole, 
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had a North American origin, for it was preceded by 
all the irritation and indignation produced by stories 
such as that (the fable it has sometimes been called) 
of Captain Jenkins’ ear, and much petitioning and 
clamour from the colonists, who resented the more 
strict enforcement by Spain of the prohibition of com¬ 
merce with her colonies. 

This war was succeeded by the Seven Years’ War, 
sometimes called the Cat-skin War, which was under¬ 
taken with special reference to the protection of our 
colonists in North America, and which cost us about 
eighty-two millions. 

The national debt now amounted to about 
133,000,000/., and though to a generation which has 
heard eight hundred millions of debt characterised as 
a ‘ flea-bite ’ the amount may appear inconsiderable, it 
was in those days regarded as enormous. The pres¬ 
sure of this load of debt was severely felt, and our 
Finance Ministers began to cast about in search of 
new sources of revenue. 

2. Hitherto the only taxes imposed in the colonies 
by the British Legislature had been what were termed 
the Plantation duties, and some small import duties 
imposed in the sugar colonies in the year 1733 ; both 
which had been imposed solely for purposes of com¬ 
mercial regulation and protection. 

Plans for American taxation had, however, been 
frequent, and in particular a scheme for a stamp tax 
had been suggested to Walpole by Sir W. Keith, ex- 
Deputy Governor of Virginia, soon after the celebrated 
Excise Scheme; but Walpole is said to have observed, 
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in relation to the project, 6 1 have Old England set 
against me, and do you think I will have New England 
likewise?’ 1 The probable insignificance of its fiscal 
results was sufficient to deter him from any considera¬ 
tion of the practicability of the scheme. 

3. Since that time, however, the condition of our 
North American colonies had materially altered. The 
prosperity which, with a development unparalleled in 
the history of nations, they had attained, seemed to 
indicate ability to pay taxes; and the liberality of the 
grants made during the late war by the Assemblies of 
the various States was regarded as conclusive on the 
point. No serious resistance to taxation was appre¬ 
hended ; for the colonists were well disposed towards 
us, knowing that their remarkable prosperity had 
been mainly due to their connexion with the mother 
country. The conquest of Canada from the French 
had, it is true, removed the fear of foreign inter¬ 
ference, their principal motive for reliance upon us ; 
but the remaining advantages of the existing union 
were numerous. 

It was under these circumstances that, in the year 
following after the treaty of Paris, it was determined 
to send the taxgatherer to North America, and the 
before-mentioned scheme was proposed for taxing our 
colonies in that part of the world towards the expenses 
of maintaining, protecting, and defending them. 

This scheme included the imposition of certain fron- 


1 See Coxe’s‘Memoirs of Sir R. Walpole;’ and for further information 
regarding plans for American taxation, see Bancroft’s ‘ History of the 
United States,’ vols. iv. and v. 
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tier duties, and a measure of internal taxation by means 
of stamp duties. 

The frontier duties, i.e. certain import duties on Tiioport 

/ # dutioH. 

sugar, indigo, coffee, wines, silks, calicoes and linen, 
cambric and lawn, and certain export duties on coffee 
and pimento exported to other places than Great 
Britain, were imposed in the same year; and, owing 
probably to the existence of the feelings before de¬ 
scribed, did not encounter in the colonies any oppo¬ 
sition of a serious character. 

Great alarm, however, was created by the wording 
of the preamble to the Act which imposed the duties. 

This was to the effect that 4 it was expedient that new 
provisions and regulations should be established for 
improving the revenue of the kingdom ; that it was 
just and necessary that a revenue should be raised 
in His Majesty’s dominions in America for defraying 
the expenses of defending, protecting, and securing the 
same ; and that Parliament was desirous to make some 
provision in the present session of Parliament towards 
raising the said revenue in America : and the colonists 
regarded these terms as indicating an indefinite exten¬ 
sion of imperial taxes in America, of which the port 
duties were a mere instalment. They dreaded what 
was to follow ; for there appeared to them to open out 
an unbounded vi&ta of taxation. 

The stamp duties part of the scheme was not cairied stamp 
out in the same year as the port duties. A resolution 
for imposing them was introduced in the House of 
Commons and passed through Committee, but was 
subsequently withdrawn, with an understanding that 
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the subject was to be reintroduced in the following 
year. 

Accordingly, early in the following Session, a Bill for 
imposing stamp duties in America was introduced in 
the House of Commons by Mr. Grenville. It passed 
into law without encountering any serious opposition 1 
in either House, for there was only one division on 
the subject during its passage through the House of 
Commons (the minority on that occasion numbering 
about 40), and no division in the House of Lords. 

The Act imposed as stamp duties not only duties on 
a great variety of deeds, instruments, and law pro¬ 
ceedings, but also duties on cards, dice, pamphlets, 
newspapers, advertisements in newspapers, almanacks, 
licenses for retailing spirituous liquors, and wines, &c. 
&c., 2 and was to come into operation from the first day 
of November, 1765. 

In America, meanwhile, the feelings of indefinite 
alarm aroused in the previous year had greatly in¬ 
creased ; every possible argument against the imposition 
of internal taxes in a country not represented in Parlia¬ 
ment had been collected and marshalled; and uniformity 
of action for protest, or, if necessary, for resistance, had 

1 ‘ There scarcely ever was less of opposition to a bill of consequence.’ 
Burke 1 On American Taxation.’ 

2 Due weight should be given to this circumstance in considering the 
reasons for the resistance of the colonies to the Act (apart of course from 
the main question relating to the legality of the Act), for‘la resistance de 
l’Amerique du Nord a l’dtablissement de cet impot,’ noticed by De Parieu, 
was probably caused in no small degree by the compendious nature of 
the measure of internal taxation thus introduced under the name of 
* stamp duties.’ 
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been secured by intercommunications which had passed 
between the various States. 

Under these circumstances, as might be expected, 
the news of the passing of the Stamp Act was received 
witk unbounded indignation; and when the Act 
itself arrived, and appeared, from the compendious 
nature of the measure, calculated to be attended with 
consequences ruinous to the trade and prosperity of the 
colonists, in the words of Burke, ‘ the conflagration 
blazed out at once in a universal disobedience and open 
resistance.’ 1 

The peal of remonstrance which sounded across the 
Atlantic found an echo in this country ; for our mer¬ 
chants represented the effects of the Act as equally 
disastrous to them, inasmuch as the Americans, who 
were then indebted to them in about four millions, re¬ 
fused to pay their debts or to renew their orders whilst 
the Stamp Act continued in force. Moreover, the 
course of justice was suspended for want of stamped 
paper, so that debts could not be recovered. 

Not to linger over this page of our history, the 
aspect of affairs in America and the numerous peti¬ 
tions from thence to Parliament induced the House of 
Commons to appoint a Committee for the purpose of 
enquiring into the operation of the Stamp Act; and the 
result was that the Act was repealed (from May 1, 
1766) by the Rockingham Ministry, who had succeeded 
to power in the commencement of the year. 

1 ‘ Observations on a late Publication, “ The Present State of the 
Nation.’ 1 ’ 
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The repeal was effected on the ground of expediency, 
equity, and lenity, more than on principles of con¬ 
stitutional right, for it was accompanied by a declara¬ 
tory Act maintaining the power and right of the 
Parliament of Great Britain to ‘ make laws and statutes 
of sufficient force and validity to bind the colonies and 
people of America in all cases whatsoever.’ 

A word concerning the yield of the tax. It had 
been expected to produce, some said, 60,000/., some, 
100,000/. The actual yield for the six months during 
which the Act was in force was 4,000/., including a 
payment of 3,000/. in the year 1767, and another of 
1,000/. in the year 1768, which stand in our Eevenue 
Accounts as 4 the produce of stamp duties in British 
colonies per 5 Geo. III. c. 12.’ 

These driblets were insufficient to repay to the 
sinking fund the monies advanced for the expenses 
attending the execution of the Act, which amounted to 
6,837/. 

Such were the fiscal results of this celebrated Stamp 
Act, one of the principal causes of the war of Ameri¬ 
can Independence. 


Hoc fonte derivata clades 
In patriam populumque fluxit. 
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Second Period, a.d. 1793 - 1815 . 

History of the Probate and Administration and 
Legacy and Succession Duties , 1793-1815. 

Before proceeding with the general narrative, it will 
be well to follow rapidly through the period in 
question certain duties, originally mere stamp duties 
on specified instruments, which, as subsequently altered, 
assumed the form of direct taxes, i.e. taxes imposed 
directly in relation to property, viz. the Probate 
Administration and Inventory Duties, and the Legacy 
and Succession Duties. After which brief history they 
may be dismissed from further consideration. 

Probate and Administration Duties . 

These duties originated, as previously stated, in the 
small 5s. duty imposed by the original Stamp Act on 
6 Probates ’ and 4 Letters of Administration,’ which are, 
in effect, the title deeds of the executor and admini¬ 
strator to the personal estate of a deceased person. 

These documents were, at the date in question, 
granted by the bishops (or 4 ordinaries ’ as they were 
termed, from having ordinary ecclesiastical jurisdiction 
in the diocese), who early in our history acquired, by 
grant from the king, the right of supervision of the 
estates of intestates, a right which involved, as of 
course, that of requiring satisfactory evidence of the 
existence of wills. The executor proved the will, on 
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oath, before the Ordinary or his surrogate, and, this 
done, the will itself was deposited in the registry of 
the Ordinary, and a copy thereof on parchment, under 
the seal of the Ordinary, was delivered to the executor, 
with a certificate annexed, to the effect that the will 
had been duly proved, the copy and certificate together 
being termed the ‘ Probate ; ’ ‘ Letters of Administra¬ 
tion’ being the analogous instrument granted, in cases 
of intestacy, to the administrator empowering him to 
administer the estate of the deceased according to law. 

The augmentation of the duty, first by an additional 
55., and subsequently by the introduction of an ad 
valorem scale of charge, has previously been noticed ; 
and at the commencement of the period under review, 
the duties were chargeable on a scale which com¬ 
menced at 10. s. for estates above 20/. and under 100/., 
and, proceeding upwards by irregular steps, terminated 
with a maximum charge of 20/. for estates of 5,000/. 
value or upwards. The produce of the tax was, at this 
date, included in the revenue accounts under the 
general head ‘ Stamps.’ 

The limits of the ascending scale were extended—in 
the year 1795 to 10,000/. of value, (a penalty being 
imposed for administering personal estate of a de¬ 
ceased before grant of probate or administration, and 
consequently, payment of duty); in the year 1801 to 
100,000/. of value, with a considerable increase in the 
rates of charge for estates of 600/. value and upwards ; 
and in the year 1804, (when the rates were again 
raised,) to 500,000/. of value, for which the duty was 
6 , 000 /. 
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In the year 1805, the first for which any account 
can be rendered, the duties produced 312,623/.; and 
the returns for succeeding years show an annual 
increase of yield. In the year 1814 it was over half a 
million. 

In the next year, 1815, the existing duties were 
repealed, and new duties were imposed at increased 
rates for estates of 3,000/. value and upwards, by a 
scale terminating with a maximum charge of 15,000/. 
for estates of 1,000,000/. value and upwards. A 
distinction was also introduced, on what principle it is 
difficult to say, in the charge for testate and intestate 
estates, by imposing a rate of duty on letters of ad¬ 
ministration in the proportion of one-half more than 
that imposed on probates. 

In the year ending January 6,1816, the tax yielded, 
in England, 504,959/. 


Inventory Duty in Scotland. 

The commencement of duties of this description in 
Scotland must be reckoned from the year 1804 ; for 
the previous charge, though extending, in terms, to the 
whole of Great Britain, had no practical operation in 
the northern part of the kingdom, where probates and 
letters of administration were unknown. 

In that year the duties were imposed on what 
were considered to be the analogous instruments to 
probates and letters of administration. 1 And, with a 

1 1 Testament testamentor, or testament dative, or eik thereto, to be 
expeded in any commissary court in Scotland.’ 
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view of ascertaining the value of estates, it was rendered 
compulsory on executors and others intromitting, i.e. 
intermeddling, with the personal estate of a deceased to 
exhibit, on oath, in the Commissary or Will Court, 
before confirmation of title, an inventory of the per¬ 
sonal estate of the deceased, to be recorded in the 
books of the Court, 6 without prejudice , however, to the 
laws of Scotland in other respects regarding total or par¬ 
tial confirmations .’ This reservation was very detri¬ 
mental to the tax, for under the law of Scotland 
‘ possession excluded the necessity of confirmation ; ’ 
moreover, according to the practice of the Commissary 
Courts, an executor might obtain a title (‘confirmation’) 
for that portion merely of the estate which he could 
not otherwise obtain. The result was that in many 
cases no instrument chargeable with duty ever existed, 
whilst in cases where the confirmation was only for a 
portion of the property, the duty (which was charged in 
relation to the value of the estate for which the instru¬ 
ment was granted) was proportionately small in amount. 

In the year 1808, payment of the duties was more 
effectually secured. The duty was now charged on 
•the inventory of the estate; the exhibition of a duly 
stamped inventory was rendered compulsory without 
any reservation; and the Commissary Courts were 
restrained from granting confirmation for, and execu¬ 
tors were precluded from recovering, any estate not 
included in the inventory. 

The subsequent alterations in the rates of duty ap¬ 
plied to the whole of Great Britain, and inventories 
were charged with testate or with intestate duty, ac- 
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cording as the deceased died having or not having left inven- 

° tories. 

a will of his personal estate. 

The tax produced in the year 1805, 1,899/., and in Produce of 

1 ^ the tax. 

the year 1815, 26,757/. 


Legacy and Succession Duties. 

The origin of these duties has also been previously Failure of 
stated. The duties continued, till the year 1796, to be nai dunes 
mere stamp duties on receipts lor any legacy or share reC eipts. 
of residue, and, as the law did not render it compul¬ 
sory to require or give receipts, they rarely were 
given. The tax, thus easily evaded, produced an insig¬ 
nificant amount of revenue. 

In the year 1796, a new system was tried, by charg- The tax 
ing the property itself, in the hands of the executor or dTrccdy on 
administrator, with payment of the duties ; and different perty^f 
rates of duty were introduced, varying according to the ceased" 
degree of relationship between the deceased and the 
recipients of his property. As thus imposed, the tax Yield of 
yielded, in the year 1800, in England, 138,009/., and in mo!*' n 
Scotland 3,222/., forming a total for Great Britain of 
141,231/. 

The tax was further increased, by raising the rates Augment*- 
of charge and otherwise, in 1804, in 1805, and again dunes^ 6 
in 1815 ; and in the year ending January 5,1816, pro- and 4 ]ns 5 ’ 
duced in England 726,219/., and in Scotland 39,885/., Yield of 
forming a total for Great Britain of 766,104/. i'si s** in 


The total amount of the yield, therefore, of the duties Total yield 
we have more immediately under consideration, was, d^ 01l 
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for the year ending January 5,1816, 1,297,820/. They 
had now assumed—to take a comprehensive view ot 
them as a group, in the endeavour to study our fiscal 
system as a whole—the form of a tax on personal 
property on its devolution in consequence of death. 
It would be erroneous and misleading to continue to 
treat them as mere items of the Stamp Tax, and accord¬ 
ingly they are henceforth dismissed from consideration. 

war period, 1793 - 1815 . 

History of the Stamp Duties during the War with 
France. 

If, before breaking ground in this period, we pause 
for a moment to consider the aspect of affairs in this 
country at the time immediately preceding, we con¬ 
template a scene which persons eminently qualified for 
correctly judging considered almost complete in pro¬ 
mise of lasting serenity. 

6 We shall now, I hope/ writes Lord Grenville to his 
brother, in August 1791, ‘for a very long time indeed 
enjoy this blessing (of peace), and cultivate a situation 
of prosperity unexampled in our history.’ 

6 Unquestionably there never was a time in the 
history of this country/ says Pitt in his speech on the 
Budget, February ]7, 1792, 6 when, from the situation 
of Europe, we might more reasonably expect fifteen 
years of peace than we may at the present moment.’ 

And the general opinion at the time was confirma¬ 
tory of the views thus expressed. 

The one cloud in the horizon was the condition of 
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France; but the internal disputes and commotions of 
the Revolutionists in that country appeared calculated 
to occupy attention there for many years, and prevent 
any disturbance, from that quarter, of the peace we 
enjoyed. 

Pitt, therefore, began to devote attention to the re¬ 
duction of the national debt (for which he proposed 
his celebrated Sinking Fund scheme), the abolition of 
taxes, and the promotion of commerce and the general 
welfare of the kingdom. 

This serene prospect soon changed, and in the follow¬ 
ing year we were engaged in a war which lasted almost 
continuously for twenty-two years,—a war described by 
the present Chancellor of the Exchequer, in his Speech 
on the National debt (June 2, 1871), as ‘by far the 
most dangerous, the most difficult, and the most ex¬ 
pensive in the history of all the long wars we ever went 
through, and one which left us a legacy our latest 
posterity is not likely to forget.’ In short, a war which 
cost us 831,446,449/., more than four times the cost of 
the American and Seven Years’ Wars added together, 
and which left us a legacy of about 622 millions of debt. 

War was declared by the French Republic against 
this country in the commencement of the year 1793. 
The first addition to the stamp duties subsequently 
made was the imposition, in the following year, of 
duties on articles of clerkship to attorneys, at the rate of 
100/. for articles entered into with a view to admission 
in the courts at Westminster, and 50/. for articles for 
admission to the inferior courts of law. 

In the year 1795, additional duties were imposed, as 
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follows :—on affidavits, copies of affidavits for use in 
court, and certain depositions, 6cl; on deeds, agreements, 
and subpoenas and other writs, l<s. ; and on receipts, if 
for 100/. and under 500/., 6 d., and if for 500/. or 
upwards, Is., coupled with stringent provisions for 
securing payment. 

New percentage duties also were imposed on policies 
of marine insurance, or 6 ship policies,’ as they were 
termed. 

The produce of the new duties was, in the year 1797, 
(according to an account in the 4 Annual Register ’ for 
that year) for receipts 6,927/.; for ship policies 96,884/.; 
and for the other duties 47,539/. Forming a total of 
151,350/. 

In the year 1797 a considerable increase in our 
expenditure necessitated the imposition of additional 
taxation. Pitt, on bringing forward his Budget, after 
stating the position of affairs, expressed a desire to make 
any new taxes fall as lightly as possible on the great 
sources of national prosperity and the lower orders of 
the people. The stamp duties were a description of 
tax easily raised, widely diffused, pressing little on any 
particular class, especially the lower orders of society, 
and producing a revenue safely and expeditiously col¬ 
lected at a small expense, and though more than double 
what they were in the American War, had not under¬ 
gone any considerable increase for some years. These 
duties, therefore, he proposed to raise to almost double 
on most descriptions of instruments, excepting only 
those which had been lately increased ; the estimated 
addition to the revenue being 320,000/. 
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One class of deeds, viz., those relating to the transfer 
of property, he proposed to tax in a special manner. 
The existing duty of 75., payable for every skin or 
sheet on which the instrument was written, would be 
raised only to 10s. per skin; in addition to which 
instruments of this class would be subjected to a scale 
of duty proportioned to the consideration in money 
transferred. 4 This,’ said Pitt, 4 is only extending a 
principle already recognised and adopted in the duty 
which is imposed on property sold by auction. That 
duty is 6 d. per pound upon real property, and 10(7. 
per pound on all personal property disposed of in that 
way, and produces 100,000/. a year. Observing that 
that tax does not operate against the disposal of 
property by auction, and calculating that ten millions 
of property are annually transferred from one hand to 
another, I compute that by imposing a duty of id. 
per pound upon all private transfers, a sum will be 
raised of at least 170,000/. per annum.’ A new charge 
of duty on authenticated copies of deeds was cal¬ 
culated to produce the sum of 40,000/. ; and a regula¬ 
tion regarding the stamps on attorneys’ certificates, 
which would prevent frauds previously practised, 
15,000/. 

Almost all the alterations proposed by Pitt were car¬ 
ried out by an Act of the same year, which increased 
the duties on most descriptions of instruments, intro¬ 
ducing for bonds for money an ascending scale of 
charge, ranging from 10s. for bonds not exceeding 100/., 
to 5/. for bonds for 5,000/. or upwards, and raising 
the duties on fire insurance, from Is. 6(7. to 2s. per 
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cent., and the deed duty from 7s. to 10s. pei skin. 
The Act also imposed on attested copies of deeds a duty 
of 6s. 8 d. for every ten common law folios, which 
we may call 6s. 8 d. a sheet, and enacted stringent 
provisions for securing the duties on attorneys certifi¬ 


cates. 

Proposal The proposal for a general ad valorem duty on 
transfers transfers of property it was found impossible to carry 
ad valorem . j p eu thereof, later in the year, an additional 
out * duty of 10s. was imposed on all deeds irrespective ot 
The single length. This was usually termed the ‘ single ’ deed 
offof ty duty, in contradistinction to the duties payable for 
every skin of a deed. 

. Tn the vear 1799, duties were imposed on small 

small bills, ^ills an( j no tes under 40s., the amount in circulation 
in the northern counties and Scotland being stated at 
over 1,500,000/. 

The last The last Budget of Pitt’s first administration, intro- 
Piu’ffirft duced whilst Mr. Addington was forming the Ministry 
admini- w hich was to succeed, included new taxes to a con¬ 
siderable amount; but the only alterations in the stamp 
duties were—the imposition of additional duties on bills 
and notes ; an increase of the duties on sea insurance to 
double, i.e. 5s. per cent., for foreign policies; and the 
imposition of an additional duty of os. per skin on 
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During the years 1802 and 1803 no addition was 
made to the stamp duties; but, in consequence of the 
recommencement of war in the latter year, a further in¬ 
crease of taxation was required in the year 1804. Mr. 

1 Of fifteen folios’ length. 
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Addington, in his speech on the Budget of that year, 
stated that he had under consideration a plan for 
increasing the stamp duties, which included a reduction 
in the number of stamps, stated at 300, and a classifi¬ 
cation of them under about thirty heads, and the appli¬ 
cation of the ad valorem principle to the transfer of 
property; alterations which would remedy the in¬ 
convenience felt from the great variety of stamps in 
use, and increase the revenue by about 800,000/. 

This proposed classification of duties, Pitt, who almost 
immediately afterwards resumed the functions of Prime 
Minister and Chancellor of the Exchequer, found im¬ 
practicable in detail. In lieu thereof a considerable 
increase was made in most of the existing duties, 
including those on law proceedings (civil and eccle¬ 
siastical), and, in particular, the limits of the as¬ 
cending scale for bonds were extended to 20,000/. 
of value, for which the charge was 20/.; and a similar 
scale was applied for the first tune to mortgages, and 
transfers of stock or shares in any company, society, 
or corporation (not being Bank, South Sea, East India, 
or Government stock). The rates for mortgages were 
higher than those for bonds, whilst those for transfers 
were higher still. All these scales terminated with a 
maximum charge of 20/., applicable, in the case of 
transfers, to all transactions over 10,000/., and in the 
case of mortgages and bonds, to all transactions over 
20,000/. 

This extension of the ad valorem principle he had 
advocated in the year 1797, was the last altera¬ 
tion in the stamp duties effected by Pitt; who worn 
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out by hard work and anxiety died a victim of the 
war early in the year 180G. ‘Killed by the enemy as 
much as Kelson,’ says Wilberforce in his Diary. ‘ La 
premiere de ces victoires (Marengo),’ says M. Thiers in 
his Histoire du Consulat et de l’Empire, 6 avait produit 
la retraite de M. Pitt, la seconde (Austerlitz) causa sa 
mort.’ 

The only alteration in the stamp duties effected by 
Lord Henry Petty (subsequently Marquis of Lans- 
downe), Chancellor of the Exchequer in Lord Gren¬ 
ville’s administration, was the imposition of duties on 
valuations and appraisements, ranging from 25. 6 d. for 
transactions not exceeding 50/., to 20s. for those over 
500/., and enforced by compelling appraisers to write 
their valuations on paper and have them duly stamped. 

The year 1808 was one of considerable importance 
in the history of the stamp duties. 

Mr. Spencer Perceval, in his speech on the Budget, 
after directing attention to the multiplicity, intricacy, 
and confusion of the laws relating to the revenue, caused 
by the constant additions, amendments, and alterations, 
in our taxation, proposed, firstly, a consolidation of the 
Stamp Laws, similar to that effected in those relating to 
the assessed taxes; the number of Acts on the statute 
book amounting, he said, to sixty or seventy, or, as 
supplemented by Acts relating to collection, to about 
one hundred. Secondly, adverting to the inconvenient 
fractional differences in the duties for Scotland and 
England (the result, as before explained, of the ex¬ 
emptions secured to Scotland by the Act of Union), 
and the fact that the exemption from the original 
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stamp duties had expired in August, 1806, lie proposed 
to remunerate Scotland for the exemption she still 
enjoyed, by a reduction of the duty on certain specified 
instruments peculiar to that ] art of the kingdom, and 
to equalise the other duties throughout Great Britain. 
And, lastly, he proposed to make an addition to certain 
items of duty calculated to increase the revenue by 
200,000/. This involved the application of the ad 
valorem principle of charge to admissions to offices, 
grants of money or pension, and conveyances of real 
property, with a clause making it compulsory to specify 
in the purchase deed the consideration for purchase; an 
increase in the duties on articles of clerkship to attor¬ 
neys, grants of honours, and policies for lives (exempted 
from the general increase of 1804); and the imposition 
of the duties on transfers of shares in joinfr stock 
companies, in respect of the real value instead of the 
nominal value. 

The proposed alterations were carried out by the 
Act of the 48th Geo. III. c. 149. 

This Act introduced an ascending scale of charge in 
the following cases :— 

1. For conveyances upon sale of lands and all other 
property, real or personal (embracing transfers of stock); 
the scale ranging from a charge of 15s. for purchases 
under 50/. in value, to a charge of 500/. for purchases 
of 50,000/. value or upwards, the rate being generally 
about 11. per cent. 

2. For admissions to an office in any court, and 
grants of office or employment; the scale ranging from 
a charge of 11. 10s., if the emoluments were under 50/. 
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per annum, to one of 150/., if they amounted to 3,000/. 
or more, in lieu of the fixed duties—20/. for admis¬ 
sions and 81. and 50/. for grants—previously payable. 

3. For royal grants out of the Civil List or any other 
fund not being part of the supplies of the year of (a) 
any sum of money, and (5) any annuity or pension. 
These scales commenced with a charge of 1/. 10s. for 
any amount under 100/., and up to the point of 200/. 
sums of money and annuities were charged at the same 
rate ; from this point to 1,000/. the rates for annuities 
were (generally speaking) higher than those for sums 
of money; here, however, the scale for annuities ter¬ 
minated with a fixed maximum charge of 50/. for any 
annuity amounting to 1.000/. or upwards, whereas 
the scale for sums of money changed into a duty of 5/. 
per cefit. payable ad infinitum. The stamp legislation 
of those days is full of curiosities of this sort. It 
bristles all over with what M. de Parieu terms ‘ anoma¬ 
lies enonnes, bizarreries inexplicables.’ 

The Act also altered the scale 1 for articles of appren¬ 
ticeship and clerkship, and extended it to a maximum 
charge of 50/. where the premium amounted to 1,000/. 
or more; and effected the following alterations;—Grants 
of honours, dignities, and promotions, hitherto liable to 
20/. indiscriminately, were charged with reference to 
degree, from 50/. for a baronetcy, to 200/. for a ducal 
coronet; the previous charge being retained only for 
any honour, dignity, or promotion outside the peerage 

1 This scale, introduced in 1804, previously ranged from a charge of 15s. 
where a premium not exceeding 10/. was paid, to 20/. where the premium 
was over 300/. 
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and baronetcy ; policies of life insurance were charged Policies of 
with a duty of 15$. under 500/., and 1/. 10$. if for ance and 
500/. or more ; and policies of any other description policies, 
than fire, marine, and life insurance, with a percentage 
duty on the sum insured, varying with the rate of 
premium paid, and in amount the same as the duties 
payable on marine policies for time. The scale for B, ! ls and 

1 J 1 notes, 

bills or notes was extended to a maximum charge of 
1/. for instruments over 3,000/.; and duties were im¬ 
posed specifically on annuity bonds, according to the and an- 
bond scale, taking the annuity at ten years’ purchase, bonds. 

It may be interesting to observe that, for ten years 
previously, these unfortunate bonds had been charged 
on the amount of the penalty, under an opinion of Sir 
John Scott (subsequently Lord Eldon) and Sir John 
Mitford (subsequently Lord Eedesdale), Attorney and 
Solicitor-General, as follows:— 

4 We think this (an annuity bond) must be deemed 
a bond for the payment of money within the meaning 
of the several Acts; and the conditions of the bond 
affording no rule for applying the rate of duty if the 
annuity is for life and not for a certain term, we think 
the duty must be charged upon the amount of the 
penalty as the only rule by which a charge can be 
made. 

1 Lincoln’s Inn, May 17, 1798.’ 

Such were the principal alterations in the duties introduc- 

1 1 tion of 

effected by the Act of 1808. The Act however owes order by 

. . . . the Act of 

its principal importance to the arrangement, the mtro- isos, 
duction of order it effected by means of an alphabetical 
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Schedule of duties, in which a clear distinction was 
drawn between (1) duties on deeds and other instru¬ 
ments, (2) duties on law proceedings, and (3), duties 
on the devolution of personal property on death— 
i.e. probate and legacy duties—by placing them in sepa¬ 
rate Parts, and the particular enactments relating to 
each head of duty were ranged under the head to 
which they were applicable. 

Lastly, the Act was remarkable for the addition it 
apparently made to the list of instruments liable to 
duty, in the following manner. The 4 deed ’ charge 
stood in the Act of 1804 as follows :— 

6 Deed or other instrument of conveyance, surrender, 
lease, release, grant, appointment, confirmation, assign¬ 
ment, transfer, covenant, or any other deed or any 
obligatory instrument whatever not otherwise charged 
in the schedule/ 

It was now split into fragments and scattered over 
the Schedule. Conveyance not specially charged, 
Release not specially charged, Deed not specially 
charged, &c. &c., forming separate items in the list. 
The alteration was in reality purely one of form, but 
apparently the instruments liable to duty were con¬ 
siderably increased in number. 

Alluding to the comprehensiveness of the list of in¬ 
struments liable to the original duties, Smollett observes 
that the Bill to impose stamp duties brought in by the 
Commons in the year 1694, extended to 4 vellum, 
parchment, and paper used in almost every kind of 
intercourse between man and man ; ’ and the length of 
the list had been considerably increased by other 
heads of duty subsequently introduced. As now deve- 
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loped by this distinct enumeration of particular items 
of charge previously comprehended under the general 
head, it appeared to justify the statement that 4 every 
species of written or printed document necessary for 
carrying on the business of mankind had been drawn 
within the grasp of the Stamp Laws.’ 1 

During the next seven years there were no material 
alterations in the stamp duties. The peculiar exigen¬ 
cies of the year 1815 rendered a further increase of 
taxation necessary, and this was effected by the Act of 
the 55th George III. c. 184, usually termed the General 
Stamp Act of 1815, which continued for the next fifty - 
five years the principal regulating Act on the subject of 
the stamp duties. 

This Act was built on the lines of the Act of 1808, 
of which it was almost a reprint with alterations in 
certain of the duties. The principal alterations were 
as follows :—(1) An extension of the limits of the 
ascending scales of charge applicable to conveyances, 
bonds, mortgages, and receipts, to higher maximum 
charges, with increased rates of charge; (2) An increase 
of the deed duty from 1/. 10s. to 11. 15s., and of the 
progressive duty from 11. to 1/. 5s.; 2 (3) An augmenta¬ 
tion of the bill of exchange and promissory note duties, 
which were reimposed at different rates for short date 
and long date instruments ; (4) The introduction of an 
ascending scale of charge for—settlements, ranging from 

1 See Chitty’s Stamp Laws, p 2, 3rd edit. 

2 The progressive duty for conveyances, mortgages, acd leases was not 
increased, probably in consideration of the high ad valorem charges to 
which such instruments were liable, and their immoderate length. It 
remained 1/. 

E 
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1/. 155. for under 1,000/. to 25/. for 20,000/. or more; 
for leases, ranging from 1/. for rent under 20/. to 10/. 
for rent of 1,000/. or more ; and for life insurance, 
ranging from 1/. for policies under 500/. to 5/. for 
policies for 5,000/. or more ; (5) An increase in the 
duties on grants of honors. 

Such were the principal alterations in the stamp 
duties effected during the war period from 1793 to 
1815. The tax had now reached what the French 
term the maximum imposable. Let us see what reve¬ 
nue it produced at this date ; after which a few observa¬ 
tions. on the principal items of the tax, by way of sum¬ 
mary or review for the period in question, may serve 
to fix in the memory the manner in which the different 
charges were raised to the culminating point. 

Yield of the Stamp Duties in the Year 1815. 

The following is an approximate statement of the 
yield of the stamp duties in Great Britain for the year 
ending January 5, 1816, distinguishing as far as 
possible each head of payment :— 


Fire insurance. 

£ 

. 518,625 

£ 

Marine insurance (estimate) 

. 400,000 


Forming for duties on fire and marine insurance 

a total of . 

918,625 

Bills of exchange and promissory notes 

. 841,459 


Composition for bankers’ notes, England 

. 64,750 


Estimate for Scotland. 

3,000 


Forming for bill duty a total of . 

• . • 

909,209 

Receipts. 

. 

210,290 


5. Deeds and instruments other than those above enumerated, 

and law proceeding’s. 1,691,894 

£3,730,018 
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Summary. 

1. The annual percentage duties on fire insurance, The fire 
charged at the rate of Is. 6 d. per 100/. from 1782 to duties. 
1797, at 2s. from 1797 to 1804, and at 2s. 6 d. from 
1804 to 1815, were in that year raised to 3s. The 
amount of yield given in the foregoing account does 

not adequately represent the revenue from the 3s. 
duty. On an average of the three following years, it 
was nearly 600,000/.; the average value of the property 
insured being 400,000,000/. 

2. The duties on marine insurance policies, imposed Marine in- 
as a war tax in the year 1795, were also percentage duties, 
duties on the sum insured, but varied in relation to the 
premium for the insurance, being Is. 3 d. per 100/. if 

it did not exceed the rate of 10s. per cent., and 2s. 6 d. 
if it exceeded that rate. These duties were, in the year 
1801, doubled for foreign as opposed to coasting risks. 

In the following year all insurances at a premium not 
exceeding the rate of 20s. per cent, were subjected to 
the lower rates, and in the year 1808 policies of mutual 
insurance (where no premium is paid) were charged at 
the same rates as insurances at a premium exceeding the 
rate of 20s. per cent. The duties continued chargeable Large yield 
throughout the war at the high rates before mentioned, duties 
and, as England was, practically, the only country in tar. ng th ° 
which sea risks could be insured, yielded a considerable 
revenue. The exact amount cannot be stated, for no 
account exists prior to 1820, but it may be estimated, 
for the final years of the war, at about 400,000/. per 


annum. 
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Of the yield of the duties imposed on other forms 
of insurance no separate account was kept, the produce 
being included under the general head 4 Deeds and 
other instruments.’ There is little doubt, however, 
that we derived, at this date, from duties on insurance, 
scarcely less than a million of revenue, an enormous 
amount from such a source, if we take into consideration 
the value of money at the time. To such an extent 
had developed the charge of 6c?. on 6 any policy of 
assurance’ contained in one of the comprehensive 
headings of the first Stamp Act. 

3. The additional duties imposed in 1797 on bills 
of exchange and promissory notes, and the duties on 
small bills and notes imposed in 1799, raised the yield 
from this head of duty to 300,492/. for the year 1801; 
the increase of the duties by about one-third, in that 
year, raised it to 412,051/. for the year 1804; and the 
increased rates of the new duties imposed in 1804, with 
the extension of the limits of the ascending scale from 
a maximum of 200/. to 1,000/. of value, raised it to 
501,936/. in the year 1808. In that year the limits of 
the scale were extended to transactions of 3,000/. value; 
and in the year 1815 the duties were reimposed, at 
increased rates, by two scales of charge, one for short 
date bills and notes (i.e. not exceeding two months 
after date or sixty days after sight), and the other for 
bills and notes of longer date. For short dates, the 
scale ranged from Is. for a value of 21. and not exceed¬ 
ing 5/. 5 a, to 1/. 5 s. for a value exceeding 3,000/.; 
whilst, for long dates, the scale commenced with a 
charge of Is. 6c?., and terminated with a charge of 
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11. 10-5. These augmentations raised the produce of 
these duties to the large amount stated in the foregoing 
account. 

4. The duties on receipts have never touched receipts 
for sums under 2/.; therefore, in relation to stamp duty, 
‘receipt’ means a receipt for 21. or more. As these 
duties were at first imposed in the year 1783, there were 
only two rates of duty, 2d. for less than 20/., 4 d. for 
20/. or more. In the year 1791, a third rate, viz. 6 d. 
for 50/. or more, was introduced. In 1795 additional 
steps were added to the scale, extending it to 500/. of 
value, for which the charge was Is. 6d. ; and in the 
year 1803 the rates of charge were again increased. 
No account of the yield can be given prior to the year 
1810, when it was about 160,000/. In the year 1815 
the duties were repealed, and reimposed on a scale which 
commenced at 2d. for under 5/., and proceeded upwards 
by nine irregular steps to a maximum charge of 10s. for 
receipts for 1,000/. or upwards and receipts in full of 
all demands. At these rates the duties produced in 
Great Britain a revenue of 210,290/. 

5. The comprehensive head ‘Deeds and other in¬ 
struments not above enumerated,’ may be termed the 
body or trunk of the tax, the headings previously men¬ 
tioned being branches. The great increase in the yield 
under this head was due, principally, to the augmenta¬ 
tions in the duties generally, effected in the years 1797, 
1804, 1808, and 1815, more particularly, to the appli¬ 
cation of the ad valorem principle of charge to the 
duties on bonds, mortgages (in 1804), conveyances 
on sale (in 1808), and leases and settlements (in 1815), 


The receipt 
duties. 


Yield of 
these 
duties 
in 1810. 


Deeds and 
other in¬ 
struments 
not enume¬ 
rated. 

yield under 
this head. 


54 


HISTORY OF THE DUTIES. 


The ex¬ 
cessive 
amount of 
the duties. 
The un¬ 
fairness of 
the scales 
of duty, 


and the 
intricacy 
of the 
laws at 
this date 


remained 

unaltered 

for 

35 years. 


and the great increase in the ‘ deed ’ charge, affecting, 
as before observed, a great variety of instruments. 


PEACE PERIOD, 1815 - 1850 . 

History of the Duties from the Conclusion of Peace 
to the Year 1850. 

The condition of the stamp tax in the year 1816 
was such as could have arisen only under peculiar cir¬ 
cumstances. In the amount of the duties imposed 
the tax was excessive, whilst the steps of the ad valorem 
scales of charge were unequal and arbitrary, having in 
general the effect of taxing small transactions at a com¬ 
paratively higher rate than large transactions, so that 
the tax was unfair as well as excessive. Moreover it 
was thick-set with anomalies; and in addition to this 
the enactments on the subject were so numerous, intri¬ 
cate, complicated, and, in many instances, conflicting, 
that penalties were incurred even by the best intentioned 
persons, and questions arose which puzzled the most 
acute intellects. This state of things must be attribu¬ 
ted in a great degree to the fiscal exigencies of our 
struggle with Napoleon, which were unparalleled in 
our history, and such as to compel us to neglect all nice 
rules in the imposition of taxes, and, in short, obtain 
money how we could. 

But though the existence of this most unsatisfactory 
condition of the stamp tax may thus be accounted for, 
and in a measure excused, it appears hardly credible 
that it should have been maintained, as it was, during 

7 D 
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the next thirty-five years, unamended with the excep¬ 
tion of some minor alterations; and this notwithstanding 
the constant complaints to which it gave rise, and the 
earnest attempts at reform made by successive Chan¬ 
cellors of the Exchequer. 

To continue the narrative. During the existence 
of Lord Liverpool’s Administration more than once was 
a scheme devised for alleviating the pressure of the 
duties and amending the law ; but only one alteration 
of importance was carried out, which was the repeal 
of the duties on law proceedings, effected in the year 
1824 by Mr. Eobinson, who, in the previous year, had 
succeeded Mr. Vansittart as Chancellor of the Ex¬ 
chequer. 

All the well-known arguments against taxes on law 
proceedings, commencing with that derived from the 
terms of the Magna Charta, 6 nulli vendemus rectum, 
vel justitiam,’ had frequently been urged in the House 
of Commons with irresistible force; and Bentham in 
his writings had powerfully exposed the fallacy of the 
doctrine on which the existence of these duties had been 
supported in argument. They were acknowledged to 
be, in effect (as Mr. Mill has remarked of them), a tax 
on redress, and therefore a premium on injury; and 
had been retained solely on the ground of necessity. 
The loss to the revenue from the repeal was about 
270,000/. 

The brief Administrations of Mr. Canning and Lord 
Goderich afforded no opportunity for amendment of the 
stamp duties; but a comprehensive attempt at improve¬ 
ment was made by Mr. Goulburn, Chancellor of the 
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Exchequer in the Duke of Wellington’s Administration, 
who introduced in the House of Commons, in the year 
1830, a measure for consolidating the law. This 
measure included a repeal of the existing duties for 
Great Britain and Ireland, and a re-enactment of them, 
with simplified and amended laws, in a schedule appli¬ 
cable to the whole United Kingdom; and the assimila¬ 
tion of the duties involved an increase in the duties for 
Ireland, hitherto lower in amount than those for Great 
Britain. For this reason the Bill encountered a deter¬ 
mined resistance from the Irish Members, in consequence 
of which it had to be withdrawn. 

Lord Althorp, who succeeded Mr. Goulburn, is stated 
to have at one time entertained a project for the im¬ 
provement of the Stamp Laws. It was not, however, 
carried out; and the only alterations effected during 
Lord Grey’s Administration were -those of the year 
1833, viz., a repeal of the duties for receipts for sums 
under 5Z., and reductions in the marine insurance and 
fire insurance duties. 

The high duties on marine insurance, which, as be¬ 
fore noticed, had yielded, during the war with France, 
a considerable revenue, had the effect, when the re¬ 
turn of peace admitted of insurances being effected 
in foreign countries, of driving business from the 
country; insurances were extensively effected in gam- 
burgh, France, Holland, and America ; and the conse¬ 
quence was, that within twenty years after the con¬ 
clusion of peace, the revenue from this source dwindled, 
notwithstanding the enormous increase in the trade of 
the world, to less than a moiety of the yield during 
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the concluding years of the war. Partly in hopes of Reasons 
restoring to the country the business that had left it, auction, 
and partly from a consideration that the duties had 
been imposed as war duties, to be repealed or consider¬ 
ably reduced on the restoration of peace, they were 
now reduced nearly by half for foreign voyages and for 
time policies. By the Act of the 3rd and 4th Will. IV. 
c. 23, the duties were re-imposed at the following 
reduced rates per cent, on the sum insured :— 

For Foreign Voyages . 

s. d. 

If the premium did not exceed the rate of 15s. per 100/. . 1 3 

If it exceeded 15s., and did not exceed 30s.2 6 

The previous charge of 5s. being retained only in cases where the pre¬ 
mium exceeded the rate of 30s. per cent. 

For Time Policies. 

s. d. 

If for any time not exceeding three months . . . . 2 6 

Exceeding three months . 5 0 

The produce of the fire insurance duties in Great Exemption 
Britain, had been for the year 1832, 806,762/.; the t^rafstock 
value of the property insured being nearly 538 millions, 

An exemption was now granted for insurances on duty * 
agricultural produce, farming stock, and implements of 
husbandry, if effected by a separate policy. The value 
of the 4 agricultural stock,’ as it was shortly termed, 
insured in the year 1835, and thus exempted from 
duty, was about 44 millions. 

In the year 1835, the duties on life insurances were 
reduced for policies for not exceeding 100/. to 5 s . 9 and 
for policies for not exceeding 50/. to 26 *. 6 d. 
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In the year 1836, Mr. Spring Rice (afterwards Lord 
Monteagle) introduced in the House of Commons 
another general measure of amendment, and bearing 
in mind the rock on which Mr. Goulburn’s measure 
split, shaped his course so as to avoid collision with Irish 
interests, retaining the existing proportion between the 
British and Irish duties. His Bill, however, was of 
enormous size, containing no less than 330 sections. 
The proposed consolidation was opposed as an increase 
rather than a diminution of the bulk of the laws; and 
was likened to an abridgment of Blackstone’s 4 Com¬ 
mentaries,’ made by a certain student for the bar, 
in which the four octavo volumes were 4 abridged 9 in 
twenty volumes folio. In the result the Bill, though 
read a second time, never reached committee. 

In the year 1841, Sir Robert Peel succeeded Lord 
Melbourne, with Mr. Goulburn as his Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, and in the following year reduced—the 
duties on bills of lading, from 3s. to 6 d .; the duties 
on charter parties, from 1/. 15s. to 5s.; and the duties 
on appointments to ecclesiastical benefices, dignities and 
promotions in England, 1 from fixed duties of 20/. and 
10/., to a fixed charge of 7/., with an additional per¬ 
centage duty 2 for appointments of over 300/. per 
annum in value. 

At this date, also, the stamp duties in Ireland 
were assimilated in amount to those payable in Great 
Britain. 

1 This charge, which applied only to appointments by the Crown, 
archbishops, and bishops, was in the following year extended to livings in 
private patronage. 

2 5/. per cent, on every 100/. above the first 200/. of annual value. 
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Digression concerning the Irish Stamp Duties , 

1773-1842. 

Stamp duties were first imposed in Ireland in the 
year 1773, for a short time only, viz. from March 25, 
1774, to December 25, 1775, and were re-enacted in 
every succeeding session of the Irish Parliament, with 
extensions, amendments, and additional regulations, 
the last Act of the Irish Parliament being the 40 Geo. 
III. c. 10 (Irish). 

After the union of the two kingdoms, the Irish 
duties were continued from time to time by Acts passed 
for the purpose, till in the year 1803 they were made 
perpetual. 

In the interval between this date and the year 1816, 
some additional enactments were passed, and in that 
year the duties were consolidated, and most of the 
provisions on the subject embodied in a general Stamp 
Act for Ireland—56 Geo. III. c. 56. 

r lhe Narrative resumed. 

The duties imposed in Ireland were, as before ob¬ 
served, considerably less in amount than those payable 
in Great Britain, and hitherto the Irish Members had 
opposed any attempt to rectify this inequality of taxa¬ 
tion. Sir Robert Peel now raised them to the same 
amount as the British duties, as a partial equivalent 
for the income tax. This tax was to be levied only 
for a limited period of three years, and for assessing 
and collecting it in Great Britain the machinery of the 
assessed tax acts was available. In Ireland, however, 
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no assessed taxes were in force. Under these circum¬ 
stances Sir Robert Peel considered it best with reference 
to the public interests, ‘ wiser, better, and more just/ 
to endeavour to raise a fair proportion of charge, to be 
contributed by Ireland, by means of an addition to 
existing duties, than to create new and expensive 
machinery for a temporary purpose. The assimilation 
of the duties involved a payment of about 120,000/. 
per annum, and was effected by the Act of the 5th 
and 6th years of Vic. c. 82, ‘An Act to assimilate the 
Stamp Duties in Great Britain and Ireland until October 
10, 1845.’ 1 

The remaining alterations effected during Sir R. 
Peel’s second administration were those of 1844, viz. 
(1) a further reduction in the marine insurance duties, 
which were re-imposed at the following reduced rates 
per cent, on the sum insured :— 


Voyage Policies. 


The premium not exceeding 10s. per cent. 

s. 

0 

d. 

3 

Exceeding 10s. and not 20s. 

0 

6 

„ 20s. „ 

30s. . 

1 

0 

v 30s. ,j 

40s. . 

2 

0 

„ 40s. „ 

50s. . 

3 

0 

„ 50 s. 


4 

0 


Time Policies. 



For a term not exceeding six months. 

s. 

. . 2 

d. 

6 

For a term exceeding six months 

4 

0 

a year being the longest period for which policies of this description 

might be made. 





1 The duties imposed by this Act were continued by subsequent Acts, 
and in 1853 were made perpetual. See post. 
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(2) a reduction of duty for short agreements, i. e.—not 
more than fifteen folios in length, from 1/. to 2s. 6 d.\ 
and (3) a reduction of the duties on proxies for voting 
at a meeting of the shareholders in any joint stock 
company (previously chargeable, as letters or powers of 
attorney, with 1/. 10s.), to 2s. 6 d. 

The consolidation in the year 1849 of the boards of 
Excise and Stamps and Taxes aptly closes the period 
under review. 


Yield of the Stamp Duties in the Year 1849. 


The following is a statement of the yield of the stamp 
duties in the United Kingdom in the year 1849. 


1. Fire insurance—England 

„ Scotland 

„ Ireland 

United Kingdom 

2. Marine insurance—England 

„ Scotland 

„ Ireland 

United Kingdom 


£ 

1,019,721 

64,171 

50,529 


1,134,421 


145,883 

12,867 

1,359 


. 160,1 09 

Forming for duties on fire and marine insurance a total of 


3. Bills of exchange and promissory notes—United 

Kingdom. 

Composition for bankers’ notes: 

England . . 31,378 

Scotland . . 6,944 

Ireland . . 16,063 

United Kingdom . 

Forming for bill duty a total of 

4. Receipts, United Kingdom 

5. Deeds and other instruments. United Kingdom 


1,294,530 


525,860 


54,385 


580,245 

220,291 

1,766,125 

£3,861,191 
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Third Period, a.d. 1850 - 1870 . 

Revision and Reform of the Stamp Duties. 

Thirty-five years had elapsed since the conclusion 
of peace with France, and, one by one, other taxes, im¬ 
posed or raised to high rates for the purposes of the 
war, had been either considerably reduced in amount 
or totally repealed, when Sir Charles Wood, Chancellor 
of the Exchequer in Lord John Eussell’s Administration, 
inaugurated a period of reform for the stamp duties. 
This, however, was not accomplished without consider¬ 
able difficulty. Sir Charles commenced by introducing 
in the House of Commons a measure of improvement, 
which though considerable, was limited, in order to 
avoid the difficulties experienced by Mr. Goulburn and 
Mr. Spring Eice and for the third time the chagrin of 
labour ending in nothing, to the rectification of the 
most urgent defects of the existing system. It was 
avowedly only a first instalment of reform, and was 
recommended as involving a remission of taxation to 
the amount of 300,000/. Its principal feature was the 
substitution of percentage duties on bonds, mortgages, 
conveyances, and settlements, for the arbitrary and 
jumping scales of the Act of 1815, with their maximum 
charges for transactions over a certain amount; and the 
excellence of the general scope and principle of the 
Bill was undeniable. In some of its provisions, how¬ 
ever, which had the effect of increasing the duties on 


HISTORY OF THE DUTIES. 


63 


particular instruments, and in some of its details, the 
Bill was open to criticism. ‘ Petitions poured in from 
all parts of the kingdom from parties who conceived 
they would be aggrieved by its provisions, or who 
fancied they saw a design to extend the operation of 
the stamp duties under the cover of a pretence to 
reduce and modify them, and the various legal periodi¬ 
cals took up the subject, and pointed out the defects 
of the Bill with no unsparing hand.’ 1 

Notwithstanding some opposition, the clauses forming 
the body of the Bill passed through committee; not 
so, however, the schedule of duties, which stuck fast at 
the first item, which was the Bond duty. This duty, 
charged at the same rate as, and therefore involving 
the Mortgage duty, Sir Charles had originally intended 
to impose at the rate of 10s. per cent., though subse¬ 
quently he consented to alter it to 5s. per cent. Even 
at this rate it was a considerable increase for large 
transactions. The proposed alteration was, therefore, 
opposed as calculated to prevent mortgagors for large 
sums availing themselves of changes in the money mar¬ 
ket, the high duty to which a new mortgage would be 
subject operating as a fine on the transaction ; more¬ 
over, it was urged that mortgages are generally the 
transactions of persons in difficulties and not therefore 
able to pay a high rate of tax. The late Sir Henry 
Willoughby moved an amendment to reduce the first 
step of the duty, and his motion was carried. This 
upset the calculations upon which the measure was 


1 Chitty’s Stamp Laws, 3rd edit., p. 11. 
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founded, and the Chancellor of the Exchequer with¬ 
drew the Bill. 

Subsequently, in the same Session, however, Sir 
Charles introduced another Bill in which most of the 
provisions that had raised objections against the former 
Bill were omitted, and the schedule of duties was to a 
considerable extent remodelled; and this Bill eventually 
became law as the Act of the 13th and 14th Victoria, 
c. 97. 

The principal alterations in the duties effected by 
this Act, taking them in the alphabetical order of the 
instruments affected, and stating, under each head, (1) 
the existing duties, (2) the alteration effected, and (3) 
the general effect of the alteration, were as follows:— 

1. The existing duties on agreements touched only 
agreements relating to matter of the value of 20/. or up¬ 
wards, and were charged with reference to length, at 
2s. 0>d. for agreements less than fifteen folios in length, 
and, for longer documents, 1/. 15s., with 1/. 5s. for every 
additional quantity of fifteen folios after the first fifteen. 
These duties were now reduced to 2s. 6 d. for agree¬ 
ments under thirty folios in length, and, for more lengthy 
documents, 2s. 6 d. for every entire quantity of fifteen 
folios, i.e. 2s. 6d. a sheet. The alteration afforded 
great relief in cases of contracts for building, &c., 
where plans and specifications annexed to the contract 
render it of considerable length. 

2. The existing irregular scale for bonds, mortgages, 
and warrants of attorney ranged from a charge of 1/. 
for securities not exceeding 50/., to a charge of 25/. for 
securities exceeding 20,000/. The duties were now 
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imposed at the rate of 2s. 6 d. per cent. 1 The altera¬ 
tion afforded relief in nearly all transactions under 
10,000/., and (generally speaking) increased the charge 
for transactions over that amount. A collateral charge 
on deeds of covenant, copied into Sir Charles’ second These 
Bill from the first (in which it had been inserted to tended to 
prevent the use, for the purpose of avoiding the pro- covenant, 
posed 10 s. per cent, duty, of deeds of covenant charge¬ 
able only with 1/. 15 s. as deeds), had the effect of 
extending the bond and mortgage duties to all deeds 
containing a covenant to pay money, transfer or retrans- ^ 
fer stock, or pay any annuity or sums at stated periods, 
where a mortgage or bond given for the like purpose 
would be chargeable with ad valorem duty. 

3. The existing duties on conveyances on sale were 3 * Con - 

, . . veyances. 

imposed, approximately, at the rate or It. per cent., by 
a scale stopping at a value of 100,000/. A 10s. per 
centage duty 2 ad infinitum was now substituted for the 
scale; the alteration being a material reduction of duty 
except for transactions on a vast scale. 

4. Under the Stamp Acts, a lease in consideration 4. Leases, 
of a premium is treated as in substance a sale of the premium, 
land for a limited time, and charged with conveyance rent.^ f ° r 
duty on the premium. 

Leases for rent were subject to an irregular scale 
of charge which ranged from a charge of 11. for a rent 
under 20/. to a charge of 10/. for a rent of 100/. or up¬ 
wards, the duties varying from 5/. per cent, on the 

1 Under 300/. of value, Is. 3c?. per 50/. 

2 With a scale for minor transactions of 2s. 6c/. per 25/. up to 300/. 
and 5s. per 50/. between 300/. and 600/. 

F 
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smaller to 1/. per cent, on the larger transactions. 
The duties were now imposed at the rate of 10s. per 
cent, on the rent. 1 

5. The existing scale of charge for settlements ranged 
from a charge of 1/. 15s. for settlements of under 
1,000/., to a charge of 25Z. for settlements of 20,000/. 
or upwards. The duties were now imposed at the 
rate of 5s. per cent. This was a reduction for settle¬ 
ments under 700/., but a considerable increase for 
settlements over that amount. At the same time a 
very reasonable cause of complaint was removed by 
altering the charge on duplicates of settlements (pre¬ 
viously liable to ad valorem duty), to a fixed duty of 
5s. with 2s. 6 d. progressive duty. The operation of 
the existing law discouraged, if it did not wholly 
prevent, the engrossment of settlements in duplicate 
or triplicate, which is, in many cases, an extremely 
advisable course. 

Some of the minor alterations effected by the Act 
were reductions of duty—for admissions to copyholds 
on sale or mortgage, from 1/. to 2s. 6c/.; for memorials 
for registering deeds and conveyances from 10s. to 2s. 
6 d. ; and for charters of resignation, precepts of clare 
constat, instruments of seizin, and other instruments 
relating to titles to land in Scotland, from 9s. to 5s. 

It would be tedious to specify in detail the amend¬ 
ments by way of adjustment of taxation and modifica¬ 
tion of the law effected by the Act, as, for instance, 
the machinery it provided for charging mining leases 
and leases at corn rents, &c. &c. 

1 Charged as follows : 6c/. per 5/. up to 2 51.; 2s. 6c/. per 25/., from 25/. 
to 100/.; and 5 s. per 50/. over 100/. 
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The alterations effected by Sir Charles Wood involved Effect of 

•it i the altera- 

a loss to the revenue of about halt a million, and tions on 
reduced the duties in Ireland to as near as possible, n ue. U ' e 
on an average, what they were before the year 1842, 
so that the increase of duty imposed in that part of 
the kingdom as an equivalent for the income tax in 
Great Britain may be said to have disappeared. 

In the year 1853, Mr. Gladstone, as Chancellor of Mr. Giad- 
the Exchequer in Lord Aberdeen’s ministry, in the alterations 
course of the first of those brilliant Budget speeches affecting: 
with the terms of which many of us are familiar, 1 
speaking in relation to the revision of the stamp duties, 
said: 

4 It is not possible for the Government, with such 
means as are at their service, to deal w T ith all the 
articles they would wish. There are articles, such as 
the stamps 2 on fire insurance and marine insurance, 
on which they would gladly, if they could, grant re¬ 
missions of taxation, but they have made the best 
choice in their power with the limited fund at their 
disposal.’ 

Several less productive heads of duty required alter¬ 
ation as urgently as the larger heads specified by Mr. 
Gladstone; and of these he selected the duties on (1) 
life assurance, (2) receipts, (3) indentures of ap¬ 
prenticeship, (4) articles of clerkship, and (5) drafts to 
bearer on demand. 

1. The irregular scale for life insurance policies, i. Life 
ranged from a charge of 2,9. 6d. for insurances not mfeurance * 

1 Gladstone's Financial Statements , Murray, 186?. 

2 Meaning the percentage duties. 
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exceeding 50/. to a charge of hi. for insurances for 
5,000/. or upwards. This was abolished, and a per¬ 
centage duty of Is. substituted. 

2. The existing scale for receipts, commencing with 
a charge of 3 cl. for receipts between 5/. and 10/, 1 and 
proceeding by eight steps to a maximum of 10-s. for 
receipts for 1,000/. or upwards, and receipts in full, 
was attended with extreme inconvenience to the public, 
who had to obtain, in such an every-day ‘occurrence 
as the receipt of money, a particular document stamped 
with the proper stamp applicable to the particular 
transaction. In consequence of this the duty was so 
extensively evaded that the yield did not grow, as it 
should, with the transactions of the country. This 
scale was also now abolished, and in lieu thereof a 
penny duty was imposed on all receipts for 21. or 
more, with power to use an adhesive stamp, in the 
nature of those for postage purposes, to be cancelled 
by the signature or initials of the taxpayer written 
across the stamp in such a manner as to render it 
inapplicable to a future transaction. 

3. The duty on apprenticeship indentures without 
premium produced little revenue, the reason being 
that the charge was too high. It was accordingly 
reduced from 20<s. to 2s. 6d. 

4. The existing duties for articles of clerkship to 
attornies, ‘ put,’ said the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
6 at the enormous amount of 120/., a charge on capital 
paid by those who might be termed solicitors in 


1 The duties on receipts for from 21. to 5/. had been repealed in 1833. 
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anticipation, though they may die, though they may 
turn out incompetent, or though they may by one 
of a thousand accidents be prevented from proceed¬ 
ing to the exercise of their profession,’ was reduced to 
80/. 

5. A reduced duty of a penny was imposed on all 5. Drafts, 
drafts or orders for payment of money to bearer or to 
order on demand, irrespective of the amount of the 
draft or order, excepting only certain cheques on 
bankers previously exempted from duty. 

Simultaneously with these reductions of duty, a penny Duties^ 
duty was imposed on scrip certificates; and the con- Scrip 
veyance duties were extended to conveyances made in cates, 
consideration of any annual sum by way of rentcharge, Convey- 
the rentcharge being taken at twenty-five years’ pur- rent- S 101 
chase. charge - 

The anticipated loss to the revenue was, under the 
head of Life Insurance 29,000/.; under the head of 
Articles of Clerkship to Attornies (including a simul¬ 
taneous reduction for their annual licences), 50,000/. ; 
and under the head Receipt, 157,000/. Penny taxa- Success of 
tion, however, succeeded beyond all calculation, for taSon. 
though the produce of the new duty on receipts 
cannot be stated exactly—the reason being that the 
adhesive stamps, by means of which the duty was in a 
great measure collected, were, before the new law had 
been in force a year, rendered applicable to drafts, so 
that the proceeds from the two duties became blended 
together—on the best possible estimate, it exceeded, in 
lieu of falling short of, the yield of the previous varying 
rates of charge. 
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The salutary principle of substituting percentage 
duties for the arbitrary scales of the Act of 1815 was 
extended in the year 1854 to bills of exchange and 
promissory notes ; the irregular scales of charge for 
long dates and short dates being replaced by a Is. 
percentage duty, stopping, however, at a value of 
4,000/. 1 This alteration afforded considerable relief, 
especially in the smaller transactions; whilst the loss to 
the revenue, calculated at about 330,000/., was par¬ 
tially compensated by an extension of the charge to 
bills drawn abroad, if made payable or if negotiated in 
this country—the duties to be denoted by adhesive 
stamps—which produced about 168,000/. 

In the same year an alteration was made in the 
lease duties. The 10s. per cent, duty on the rent 
attached to all leases irrespective of the length of the 
term. Leases were now divided, for the purposes 
of duty, into three classes—1. Leases not exceeding 
thirty-five years. 2. Leases exceeding thirty-five and 
not exceeding one hundred years ; and 3. Leases ex¬ 
ceeding one hundred years ; and duty was charged at 
10s., 3/., or 6/. per cent, on the rent according to the 
length of the term. The 6/. per cent, duty was also ap- 

1 The new duties were imposed as follows:— 

For instruments not exceeding 51. . . , . Ir7. 
Exceeding 51. and not exceeding 10/.. . . . 2d. 

„ 10/. „ 25/. 3d. 

From 25/. to 100/. 3d. per 25/. 

„ 100/. to 500/..Is. per 100/. 

„ 500/. to 1,000/. 2s. Gd, per 250/. 

„ 1,0C0/. to 2,000/. . . . . 5s. per 500/. 

„ 2,000/. to 4,000/. 106'. per 1,000/. 

Aud for 4,000/. and upwards, a fixed duty of 21. 5s. 
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plied to conveyances in consideration of any annual 
sum in the nature of rentchange, which was, in effect, 
to take the rentcharge at 12 years’ purchase. 

In the year 1855 the duties on admissions to the 
universities of Oxford and Dublin and admissions to 
degrees therein, and, three years later, the similar duties 
for Cambridge, were repealed ; the universities under¬ 
taking the payment of certain professors previously 
paid out of imperial revenue. 

In the year 1856 Sir George Cornewall Lewis (who 
had succeeded Mr. Gladstone as Finance Minister) 
extended the duties on fire insurance—which previously 
applied only to insurances in licenced offices under 
bond to the Crown, and were therefore easily evaded 
by means of policies effected abroad or with foreign 
companies—to all insurances, wherever effected ; the 
agents of foreign companies being placed on the same 
footing as British companies as regards licence, bond, 
and collection of duty. At the same time the duties 
on proxies to vote at a meeting of the proprietors or 
shareholders of any joint stock company, or at a parish 
meeting of heritors or proprietors of real property in 
Scotland were reduced to 6tZ., and the duties on admis¬ 
sions to the freedom of the City of London by redemp¬ 
tion were repealed. 

In the year 1858 Mr. Disraeli increased the revenue 
to the extent of about 110,000Z. by repealing the 
exemption in favour of bankers’ cheques. 

Cheques are, in legal effect, inland bills of exchange, 
and would have been liable to duty as such but for 
special exemption. This exemption, one of long 
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standing, was upon stated conditions, of which one 
was—that the cheque must be payable to bearer on 
demand ; another, that it must specify truly the place 
where actually drawn ; and a third, that the place 
specified must be within fifteen miles in a direct line 
from the bank of account. Severe penalties attached 
to cheques made under colour of this exemption but 
not strictly within it, involving any person making or 
issuing, any person knowingly taking, and any banker 
knowingly paying such a cheque ; but these attempted 
safeguards were unavailing to prevent a very common 
practice, leading to extensive frauds, of issuing un¬ 
stamped cheques drawn on bankers residing beyond 
the prescribed distance. One of the principal objects 
of the introduction of the penny adhesive stamp on 
drafts in the year 1853 was to enable persons to 
conform to the law at little expense and without 
inconvenience; but the practice of evasion had become 
chronic, and proved incurable. Under these circum¬ 
stances, Mr. Disraeli repealed the exemption. 

cheque^ 1 ° f ^he P enn y duty on cheques came into operation 

forms sent from May 24, 1858, and the following is an account of 

for stamp- 0 

ing. the number of cheque forms presented at Somerset 
House for stamping, preparatory to its commencement, 
and in the two subsequent weeks :— 


In the week ending May 14 
„ „ May 22 

„ „ May 29 

„ „ June 5 


2,360,753 

2,427,747 

1,809,055 

1,353,727 


In June of the same year the duty on passports was 
reduced from 5*. to 6(7; and in the year 1859 the 
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duty on licences to exercise the faculty of physic or 
practise as a licentiate was repealed. 

The year 1860 was fertile in improvements, effected 
under the auspices of Mr. Gladstone. 

1. The duty on agreements was reduced from 2s. 6 d. 
to 6(i., with liberty to use an adhesive stamp, to be 
cancelled by every person signing the agreement. 
This alteration, it was hoped, would put an end 
to the practice of keeping agreements in hand un¬ 
stamped, on the consideration that as the transaction 
would soon be completed, after which the document 
would be of no further use, the amount of duty in 
question and the difficulty of obtaining the stamp 
formed a sufficient plea for incurring the risk of penalty. 
At the same time the area of the charge, which pre¬ 
viously extended only to transactions of 20/. value or 
more, was enlarged so as to embrace all transactions of 
the value of 5/. or upwards ; so that, though there was 
a considerable reduction of duty, in the general result 
this alteration was calculated to increase the revenue 
by 20,000/. 

2. An amendment was made in the duty on awards. 
The previous charge of 1/. 15s. for all awards was 
retained only as a maximum for awards regarding 
matters over 1,000/. in value, and a scale com¬ 
mencing at 2s. 6c/. was introduced for minor transac¬ 
tions. The effect of this alteration was to place awards 
and appraisements up to a value not exceeding 750/. 
on the same footing as regards stamp duty, rendering 
unnecessary any puzzling enquiry as to the class of 
transaction to which the instrument related. 
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3. Tlie duty on any power of attorney for sale or 
transfer of Government stock not exceeding 20/., or 
for receipt of money not exceeding that sum, or any 
periodical payments not exceeding, annually, 10/., were 
reduced to 55. 

4. The duty on any life insurance policy under 25/. 
was reduced from 6 d. to 3 d. 

Simultaneously with these reductions the tax was 
increased as follows :— 

1. The lease duties were extended to agreements 
for leases or for letting, a class of documents for a long 
time in general use for the express purpose of evading 
the lease duties. This amendment, long contemplated, 
had been embodied in a clause in Sir Charles Woods 
first Bill in 1850, but the provision was omitted in his 
second Bill in order to avoid objections made to the 
insertion of taxing clauses in a measure professedly 
one for consolidating and reducing the duties. Such 
agreements became henceforth liable to the same duties 
as leases for the same consideration, term, and rent. 

2. The maximum charge for bills and notes over 
4,000/. was abolished, and in lieu thereof duty was 
imposed on such instruments at the rate of 10s. per 
1,000/. Bills on demand drawn abroad, previously 
liable only to duty as ordinary cheques, were charged 
with the ad valorem bill duty; and promissory notes 
made out of the United Kingdom for payment of 
money within it were brought into charge, an adhesive 
stamp being adopted as in the case of foreign bills. 

3. The following minor duties were imposed, viz. 

6 d. on transfers of shares in mines worked on the cost 
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book principle, charged on the request to transfer or 
notice of transfer given to the officers of the mining 
company ; 3 d. for every 5s. of the premium on policies 
against accidental death ; Id .—on certified copies or ex¬ 
tracts from any register of births, baptisms, marriages, 
deaths, or burials, on contract notes, and on delivery 
orders for goods of the value of 40s. or upwards; and 
3 d. on instruments termed dock warrants, whilst the 
affidavit duty was extended to declarations in lieu of 
affidavits. 

The years 1861, 1 1862, and 1863 passed without any 
alteration of importance, except an extension, in the 
year 1862, of the bond duties to the securities (of 
future date) of foreign and colonial governments 
states and companies, if issued, delivered, assigned, 
transferred, or negotiated within the United Kingdom. 

In the year 1864 the principal alteration was a 
reduction of the fire insurance duty, to lower which on 
the first opportunity the House stood pledged by a 
resolution passed by a majority of eleven in the year 
1862. The existing percentage duty of 3 s. was now 
reduced by half for insurances of stock in trade and 
machinery fixtures implements and utensils used for 
manufacture or trade. It was calculated that one-third 
(32 per cent.) of the whole property insured was stock 
in trade. The loss of revenue was put at about 
150,000/., and proved to be about 165,000/. 

The minor alterations of the same year were—a re¬ 
duction of duty for any appointment to an ecclesiastical 

1 In 1861 bills drawn abroad for over 50C/. were charged Is. per cent, 
in lieu of the existing duties increasing by wider steps. 
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Extension 
of the 
settlement 
duties. 


benefice in England or Ireland under the yearly value 
of 300/.; a reduction of duty to a penny for any proxy 
for voting at a meeting, 1 in certain specified cases, 
coupled with an extension of the charge to any 
voting paper for a similar purposea reduction for 
any power of attorney for the receipt of dividends 
or interest in the Government or Parliamentary stocks 
or funds, or the stocks, funds, or shares of or in 
any joint stock company or other company or society 
whose stocks or funds are divided into shares and 
transferable,—to 5s., if available for more than one 
payment,—and to Is., if available for one payment 
only; and an extension of the ad valorem settlement 
duties to sums expressed in money of any foreign 
denomination or currency. Such sums had hitherto 
escaped taxation in consequence of the imperfect 
machinery of the Stamp Acts, which contained no 
provisions for ascertaining the value in our currency. 
The point was of insignificant importance as regards 
revenue, but it came prominently into notice in Alsa- 
ger’s case, heard before the Court of Exchequer in 
February 1864, when it was observed that certain 
Canada Government Bonds for dollars, and Dutch cer¬ 
tificates settled by the instrument under consideration 
escaped the tax, whilst several New Brunswick, Nova 


1 Proxy for the sole purpose of appointing, nominating, or authorising 
any person to vote as a proxy or otherwise at one meeting of the pro¬ 
prietors or shareholders of any joint stock or other company, or of the 
members of any society or institution, or of the contributors to the funds 
thereof, or at one meeting of any Body exercising a public trust, in 
the United Kingdom, or to vote at one parish meeting of heritors or 
proprietors of real or heritable property in Scotland. 
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Scotia, and other bonds for pounds sterling were 
charged with duty. 

Enormous difficulties arose in relation to the defini- Famous 

difficulties 

tion of 6 stock in trade ’ contained in the Act which im- ™ relation 

to ‘ stock 

posed the lower rate of fire insurance duty; but these in trade.’ 
were removed in the following; year, when Mr. Glad- D ut y r . e - 

0 J duced in 

stone announced, in his speech on the Budget, that 1865 for 

all insu- 

the surplus at his command enabled him to extend the ranees, 
reduction to insurances of all descriptions of property. 1 
The minor amendments of the year 1865 were—a re- Minor 

amend- 

duction of the 2s. 6 d. percentage duty on time policies ments of 

„ n • • i the same 

of marine insurance not exceeding six months, — to As. year, 
for insurances for between three and six months,—and 
to Is. for insurances not exceeding three months, except 
in the case of insurances of vessels in dock, harbour, or 
river, for not exceeding a month, for which only 6 d. per 
cent, was charged; reductions of duty—for licences 
granted by ecclesiastical authority, to 10.s. in certain 
specified cases,—for agreements for letting houses or 
parts of houses for a term less than a year, at small 
weekly or monthly rents, to Id .,—and for charter-parties, 
from 5s. to 6 J., coupled with a condition for prompt 
payment; a repeal of the duties on certificates of mar¬ 
riage, and of having received the Holy Sacrament; an 
extension of the insurance duties, of every description, 
to insurances made abroad for money recoverable here, 
with permission to stamp the policies within two months 
of their arrival in this kingdom ; an adjustment of the 
duties on conveyances, appraisements, and awards, so 

1 Simultaneously with this reduction in the percentage duty the fixed 
duty of Is. on any policy of fire insurance was reduced to Id. 
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as to bear lightly on small transactions; and an altera¬ 
tion of the duties on transfers of mortgages, previously 
imposed on a scale commencing with a charge of 2s. 6c/., 
and terminating with a maximum charge of 1/. 15<s., 
to a percentage duty of 6 g?., in relation to the sum 
transferred. 

There was no legislation in the subject of the stamp 
duties in the year 1866. 

In the following year, Mr. Disraeli disposed of his 
surplus of about 300,000/. in reduction of the marine 
insurance duties. The complicated enactments on that 
subject, contained in eleven different Acts of Parliament, 
were repealed; and the law, with certain amendments, 
was re-enacted in fifteen short and intelligible sections. 
As re-imposed, the duties were charged at the rate of 
3 d. per 100/. for voyage policies, and time policies not 
exceeding six months ; and 6 d. per 100/. for time poli¬ 
cies exceeding six and not exceeding twelve months. 

Later in the same session some alterations of minor 
importance were made, the principal alteration being 
an extension, to transfers of bonds, of the 6 cl. per 
centage duty imposed in the previous session on 
transfers of mortgages. 

In the year 1868, a most proper limitation of the 
exemption enjoyed by building societies was intro¬ 
duced, and henceforth their mortgage transactions, if 
for over 500/., became chargeable with duty. At 
the same time the duties on transfers of debenture stock 
were reduced to 25. 6 d. per cent, on the nominal amount 
of the stock transferred. 

In the year 1869, the surplus at the disposal of 
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Mr. Lowe enabled him to repeal, at last, the fire insur¬ 
ance annual percentage duties, long before condemned 
in the judgment of almost every one ; and Mr. Sheridan’s 
annual motion in the House of Commons on this subject 
became a thing of the past. The receipt for the year 
1868-69 was, after deducting the discount allowed to 
the companies for collection, 1,018,654/. 

In the year 1870, the duties on policies of insurance 
against accidental death or injury or loss or damage to 
property were reduced to Id .; and on the 10th of 
August in the same year, the Acts of the 33rd and 34th 
Viet. cap. 97, 98, and 99 were passed. 

These Acts effected a total transformation in the 
Stamp Laws, and may be considered to have completed 
the revision of the duties commenced in the year 1850. 
At this point, therefore, where 6 the old order changeth 
giving place to new,’ a pause in the narrative may ap¬ 
propriately be made. The history now covers a period 
of 176 years; some change in style may serve to 
lighten the narrative, as well as to mark the transition 
to (as regards our subject) 

‘ The fair beginning of a time.’ 


ins’ir.mce 
cuties '.n 
1S69. 


The Stamp 
Acts, IS70. 


80 


HISTORY OF THE DUTIES. 


PART II. 


Meaning of 
‘ past ’ and 
‘ present.’ 


The three 
Bills of 
1869. 


.Reasons 
for the 
legislation 
of that 
year. 

1. The 
multipli¬ 
city of out¬ 
standing 
enact¬ 
ments. 


CONTAINING OBSERVATIONS ON THE PAST AND PRESENT 
STATE OF THE STAMP LAWS, AND CONTINUING THE HISTORY 
TO THE PRESENT TIME. 

The line of demarcation between 4 past ’ and 4 pre¬ 
sent ’ as regards the state of the Stamp Laws may 
be drawn at the commencement of the year 1871, 
when the three Acts which formed the measure of 
Stamp Law consolidation of the previous session came 
into operation; and that measure might have been ac¬ 
companied, on its introduction in the House of Com¬ 
mons, by some such observations as the following:— 
Sir, the Bills I hold in my hand, three in number, 
have for object the simplification of the Stamp Laws, 
and though, with that object in view, certain altera¬ 
tions by way of amendment are introduced, they form, 
in the general principle and scope of the measure they 
embody, a consolidating trilogy. In statement of the 
reasons for the proposed legislation, I refer first to the 
multiplicity of the enactments relating to stamp duties 
outstanding in the Statute Book, which is prodigious. 
Stamp duties were introduced in the fifth year of 
William and Mary, and before the end of William’s 
reign six Acts relating to the subject had been passed; 
in the reign of Anne, fourteen were passed ; in that of 
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Geo. I. eight; in that of Geo. II. sixteen; and in 
that of Geo. III., up to the Consolidation Act of 1804, 
103 ; so that the total number of stamp acts passed pre¬ 
viously to the year 1804 was about 147. During the 
next quarter of a century, the rate of increase diminished, 
if we assume as correct the estimated number of these 
Acts, given by Mr. Goulburn in the year 1830, on intro¬ 
ducing his measure for consolidating and simplifying 
this branch of the law, wdiich was 161. Subsequently 
to this, the flow of legislation appears to have increased 
in volume, for, when Mr. Spring Eice introduced his 
measure of reform in the year 1836, he put the number 
of stamp acts at 230. At this date some slight clear' 
ance was effected by repeal (on consolidation of the 
laws relating to the newspaper duties), which we may 
reckon at from a dozen to twenty Acts. Taking for 
the period intervening between 1836 and the present 
time an average of two Acts a year—a very moderate 
estimate, for an uninterrupted flow of legislation com 
tinues, Act upon Act, c velut unda supervenit undam * 
—we have about sixty-eight Acts; against which, how^ 
ever, must be placed any repeal which may have been 
effected by the Statute Law Bevision Commissioners. 
Striking the total, I believe myself well within the 
limits of accurate statement in saying that the Acts com 
taining provisions relating to duties now or formerly 
stamp duties are in number over 200. 

The position of these enactments is various. Some of 
them are contained in Acts wholly relating to stamps. 
Some in Acts relating also to other .subjects of revenue. 
Some are to be discovered in Acts relating also to matters 
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Instance of 
an Act con¬ 
taining a 
number of 
references 
in its title. 


not revenue—omnibus Acts—where, from the length 
and confusion existing in the title, the reference to 
stamps is semi-concealed, being overgrown, as it were, 
by a luxuriance of references to other subjects. Whilst 
not a few lie hid in Acts which do not contain in their 
title any direct reference to the subject in question. 

To give instances. First, an instance of an omnibus 
Act referring in its title to stamps and various other 
matters. Not a peculiarly strong illustration of the 
difficulty, but nevertheless sufficient for the present 
purpose. The Act of the tenth year of Anne, cap. 26, 
is entitled as follows :— 

6 An Act for laying additional duties on hides and 
skins, vellum and parchment, and new duties on starch, 
coffee, tea, drugs, gilt and silver wire, and policies of 
insurance, to secure a yearly fund for satisfaction of 
orders to the contributors of a further sum of 1,800,000/. 
towards Her Majesty’s supply; and for the better 
securing the duties on candles; and for obviating 
doubts concerning certain payments in Scotland; and 
suppressing unlawful lotteries, and other devices of the 
same kind, and concerning cake soap; and for relief of 
Mary Ravenall, in relation to an annuity of 18/. per 
annum; and concerning prize cocoa-nuts, brought 
from America ; and certain tickets which were intended 
to be subscribed into the South Sea Company; and for 
appropriating the monies granted in this sessions of 
Parliament.’ 

Next, to give an instance of total suppression of re¬ 
ference to stamps in an Act containing important stamp 
provisions. The Act of the first year of Geo, I. stat. 2, 
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cap. 12, which made the stamp duties a perpetual 
tax of this realm, is entitled as follows :— 

‘ An Act for enlarging the fund of the Governor and 
Company of the Bank of England, relating to exchequer 
bills ; and for settling an additional revenue upon His 
Majesty, during his life, for the service of the Civil 
Government; and for establishing a certain fund, in 
order to raise a sum for the service of the public, by 
sale of annuities ; and for satisfying an arrear for work 
and materials at Blenheim, incurred whilst that building 
was carried on at the expense of Her late Majesty 
Queen Anne of blessed memory; and for other pur¬ 
poses therein mentioned/ 

Here, it will be observed, the imposition of the stamp 
duties as a permanent tax is treated as one of the 
minor objects of the Act, not deserving mention in the 
title, and of secondary importance to the bricks and 
mortar for Blenheim. 

These preliminary difficulties of discovery overcome, 
— 6 his demum exactis,’—you only arrive at the com¬ 
mencement of real troubles; for, on collating the 
different enactments, it is impossible to state with 
certainty which are the really effective provisions. 

This arises from the careless manner in which the 
modern legislation has been grafted on the old. 

The original stamp duties were accompanied by a 
code of provisions necessary to secure them. After¬ 
wards, on granting new or additional duties, the 
practice, at first, was to re-enact a code of fresh provi¬ 
sions for the new duties; and in this way considerable 
addition was made to the bulk of the statute book. 
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Subsequently the practice was altered: you enacted, 
on a grant of new duties, only a few special provisions, 
and then extended ‘ all the powers, provisions, clauses, 
regulations and directions, fines, forfeitures, pains, and 
penalties contained in the several Acts relating to any 
prior duties of the same kind and description,’ and 
applied them to the new duties, ‘ in all cases not 
specially provided for, and as far as they were not 
superseded by and were consistent with the express 
provisions of the later Act, as fully as if re-enacted 
with reference to the new duties.’ 

In the course of considerably more than a century 
and a half of legislation of that kind (not to mention 
that numerous enactments became obsolete, by mere 
efflux of time, in consequence of the repeal of the duties 
to which they related, or from other causes of that kind), 
much of the earlier legislation, as superseded by or in¬ 
consistent with the later legislation, became a mere 
encumbrance on the statute book. 

Now the skilful legislator, like the skilful vinedresser, 

Inutiles falce ramos amputans, 

Feliciores inserit; 

but, in the case of the stamp laws, these twin conditions 
of successful amendment were not observed; no care 
was taken, in grafting the modern legislation on the 
old, to cut out simultaneously what had become ob¬ 
solete and useless. During all this time there was no 
really effective consolidation of the law. Even on 
occasions of any nominal consolidation, any repeal of 
previous enactments was almost invariably a qualified, 
not a total and effective repeal. 
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An illustration of this reluctance to part with exist¬ 
ing provisions is afforded by the Act of the 50 Geo. 
III. c. 41—of which section 1 expressly repeals an Act 
of William III., whereas section 31 expressly keeps 
it on foot c as far as consistent with the provisions 
of the Act.’ 

This—in a moment brings me to my end, 

And this—informs me I shall never die. 

The general result of this mode of legislating may 
be stated in the words of Mr. Spring Eice, who, 
in reference to this particular feature of the stamp laws, 
said, in this House, in the year 1836 :— 

4 They form a complete farrago of legislation, and 
contain such contradictory provisions that even the 
most subtle lawyers find themselves entangled in 
coming to decisions on them, and individuals become 
the victims subjected to penalties never intended to be 
inflicted on them.’ 

I pass to another point—the difference of the law 
relating to England, Scotland, and Ireland. 

Taking into consideration the area of the enactments 
in question, we find that—some of them relate to 
England only; some to Scotland only; some to Ireland 
only; some to Great Britain ; and some to the whole 
United Kingdom. The most remarkable instance of the 
maintenance of this distinctive legislation occurs in the 
case of the duties on stamped instruments in Great 
Britain and Ireland, which were ‘assimilated’ about 
twenty-eight years ago, but are still collected under 
two different codes of law. Whilst, in the case of the 
plate duties, which are statutory stamp duties, the lav( 
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5. The dif¬ 
ficulties 
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from the 
form of the 
enact¬ 
ments. 
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plexing re¬ 
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different 
subjects. 


is different for Great Britain and Ireland, and in 
the case of hawkers’ licences, formerly stamp duties, 
there exist, in effect, three distinct codes for England, 
Scotland, and Ireland. This absence of uniformity 
in the law throughout the United Kingdom is a serious 
obstacle to effective administration, and is so obviously 
contrary to the principle of all modern legislation, 
that I need not dwell on the point. 

Another source of difficulty is the form of many of 
the enactments. 

There exist all sorts of perplexing references from 
Act to Act, so incorrect in the earlier Acts, that a 
writer at the beginning of the century devotes a special 
chapter to elucidating these ‘irregularities’ of the Acts, 
as he terms them. The taxpayer is bandied about 
from statute to statute, and from heading to heading, 
to find what duty he has to pay. Frequently a weari¬ 
some length of sentence is used; in the second section 
of the 5 & 6 Vic. c. 82, you will find that the 
draughtsman has evolved about seventeen yards of print 
before closing a sentence interwoven with so many 
exemptions, savings, provisoes, exemptions by reference 
to other Acts, and qualifications of that sort, that it— 


spreads a page 

In which all comprehension wanders lost. 

And the difficulties arising from this referential and 
lengthy style of composition are considerably increased 
by the obscurity that prevails in many of the enact¬ 
ments themselves. 

Another cause of perplexity is the confusion created 
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by the intermingling of enactments relating to different 
subjects of revenue. This practice, which prevails to 
a certain extent in many of the earlier Acts, seems to 
have steadily increased in the later legislation, and at 
last would appear to have become the rule, instead of 
being exceptional. In the year 1861 a practice com¬ 
menced of comprehending in one Bill the clauses 
annually required for amendment and alteration in all 
branches of the inland revenue. That course has 
certain convenience and advantages from a parlia¬ 
mentary and constitutional point of view ; but, unless 
from time to time some separation is effected of the 
intermingled provisions, it inevitably lands you, before 
long, in infinite legislative confusion. How can the 
public possibly collect the scattered leaves of revenue 
enactment ? The Revenue Department itself is scarcely 
equal to the task; and if, as frequently has happened, 
a foreign country or one of our colonies requests from 
them, for purposes of information or, perhaps, imitation, 
a reference to the existing law, it can only be given by 
referring to Acts which, in combination, form a volume 
of such proportions as to be repulsive. What is the 
consequence P 

Inconsulti abeunt, sedemque odere Sibyllse. 

Take the Inland Revenue Act of 1867 (30 & 81 Yic. 
c. 90). First you have seven sections relating to plate 
duties ; then you come to entries of dealers in coffee, 
tea, cocoa-nuts, or chocolate, and retailers of tobacco 
and snuff; then to provisions relating to excise entries 
generally ; then to beer retailers’ bonds ; penalties for 
illicit distillation in Ireland ; brewers’ licences; a good 
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deal about roasted malt and undried malt in the 
possession of a malt roaster; penalties on unlicenced 
persons soliciting orders for spirits, wines, &c.; a 
reduction of duty on licences to retailers of methylated 
spirit; snuff. Here I may mention that the sudden and 
unexpected arrival of this clause (when the Bill was 
in committee), among honourable members needing the 
artificial stimulant to attention at half-past two in the 
morning after the protracted debate on the Parks Bill, 
caused no little astonishment, and some expressions of 
alarm, 1 referring as the clause does to snuff as com¬ 
pounded with lime and magnesia. After the snuff 
elause, you come to stamp duties on letters of allot¬ 
ment, scrip certificates, and scrip; duties on transfers 
of bonds; stamps on licences granted by ecclesiastical 
authorities; at section 24 you arrive at inhabited houses; 
and the last section of the Act extends the time for 
hearing appeals under the Acts relating to assessed 
taxes. 

I ask the Committee to picture, to endeavour to 
realize, the effect of twenty years’ legislation of that sort 
unaided by any simplifying Act. 

Such is the present state of the stamp laws, and this 
condition of derangement is a never-failing source of 
practical difficulties of administration. The public are 
the victims of penalties of which they are not aware, 
and are ever in doubt, difficulties, distrust, wranglings 

1 It may be interesting to state that the illicit ingredients most com¬ 
monly present i;n samples of adulterated snuff are :—Various kinds of 
woods, including fustic, logwood, and pine, the starches of wheat, oat, 
aad maize, orris root, peat moss, vegetable mould, chromate of lead, 
different coloured ochres, umber, and Ven^jan red. 
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with the Stamp Office, open war with the Attorney- 
General in the Court of Exchequer; and all this not 
because the subject is essentially of superhuman diffi¬ 
culty not admitting of simple treatment, but solely The sub- 
from the existence of this bewildering multiplicity ot able of 

simple 

conflicting lengthy and obscure enactments. treatment. 

As regards the time chosen for the introduction of Reasons 

° ... • -I i r* i • T for intro- 

the measure, if it is said that the state ot things 1 ducing the 
depict is one of long standing, and I am asked why, the present 
when so many ponderous vehicles block up the avenue, time * 
we endeavour to drive through Temple Bar with three 
horses abreast, I answer by referring to our quick ^ ro ^ t ^ p ' 
approach to the point of total obscuration. total ob- 

p i i scuration. 

The state of the stamp laws has been, for the last 
seventy or eighty years, the subject of constant com¬ 
plaint and bitter invective. Including what has been 
written about it, and what has been said in this House 
as recorded by Hansard, you will find applied to it 
almost every damnatory epithet of which our language 
is capable. Successive Governments have attempted to 
reform it; but the principal measures introduced in 
this House, which were that of Mr. Goulburn in the 
year 1830, and that of Mr. Spring Bice in the year 
1836, failed to pass, not because the principle of con¬ 
solidation was denied, but for particular reasons,—the 
first, in consequence of the opposition of the Irish 
members to an increase of duty for Ireland ; the other, 
a Bill of 336 sections, in consequence of its size ; whilst 
numberless plans projected by other Ministers 

Quenched their little being without light, 

And went down to the grave unborn. 
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Explana¬ 
tion of the 
nature of 
the mea¬ 
sure pro¬ 
posed. 


The result of the failure of the more comprehensive 
measures of reform has been that the necessary amend¬ 
ments have been effected piecemeal; by Sir Charles 
Wood’s limited measure of the year 1850—avowedly 
only a first instalment—and a succession of subsequent 
annual amendments, none of them accompanied by any 
consolidation of the law. Every alteration adding to 
the bulk of the enactments on the subject, and forming 
another link to an ever-lengthening chain. These cir¬ 
cumstances are a sufficient reason for the introduction 
of this measure of consolidation at the present time; 
but the immediate cause is a promise given by the 
Revenue Department to the Statute Law Revision Com¬ 
missioners, who, feeling the unusual difficulties of the 
subject, rightly left it for treatment by those who have 
made it a special study. On this ground I represent 
the measure we introduce as part and parcel of that 
general revision and consolidation of our statutory law 
which it is conceded by all parties should be carried 
out with all possible promptitude; a step towards the 
reduction of that enormous mass of Acts of Parlia¬ 
ment ,— 6 immensus aliarum super alias acervatarum 
legum cumulus,’—which some future Livy will notice as 
having threatened at this period of our history to over¬ 
whelm us. 

Such are the reasons for the proposed legislation. 
I will now briefly explain the nature of our proposal. 
These three Bills together form a measure by which 
the enactments contained in about 104 different Acts 
are repealed, and a uniform law in relation to stamp 
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duties on deeds is enacted for the United Kingdom 
in two Acts containing about 150 clauses. 

Two Acts we give you (for the third is simply a Two Acts 

. „ in , .« •, substitute! 

repealing Act), two Acts, in lieu of 104; uniiormity f or 104 . 
for the whole kingdom, in substitution for the different 
laws now in force; and a separate code of enactments 
relating to the duties on deeds and instruments, in 
lieu of the present salmagundi of enactments relating 
to different subjects of revenue. 

Having said thus much of the measure as a whole, 

I dismiss Bill No. 2, which has reference merely to 
management, and Bill No. 3, the repealing Bill, and 
request attention to the provisions of Bill No. 1, the 
Stamp Duties Bill. 

In form the Bill is tripartite. There are :— 

1. General Regulations. 

2. Special Regulations. 

3. A Schedule of Duties. 

By this simple arrangement you have—First, the The form 
provisions of universal application relating to all 
stamps; next, the particular clauses relating to par¬ 
ticular stamps, following one another in the alphabetical 
order of the deeds and instruments to which they 
relate ; and, lastly, a schedule or list of the deeds and 
instruments charged, in juxtaposition with the amount 
of duty for the stamps, reference being made, under 
each head, to the section or sections containing the 
particular enactments applicable to the deed or instru¬ 
ment charged under that head. 
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Altera¬ 
tions in the 
duties. 

1. Repeal 
of the pro¬ 
gressive 
duties. 


2. Reduc¬ 
tion of the 
Deed Duty 
to 105. 


I will now state briefly the principal alterations in 
the duties effected by the Bill. 1 

1. The Progressive Duties, that is, the duties on each 
skin of a deed after the first, usually termed a ‘ fol¬ 
lower,’ are abolished. 

These duties originated in a small fixed duty 
imposed on all deeds, payable for every skin of parch¬ 
ment on which the deed was written, and, in principle, 
a charge in respect of length. This duty was increased 
from time to time, and amounted to about 155. or 
205. per skin, when a new principle was introduced of 
charging deeds according to the value of the transac¬ 
tion. This involved, one would have supposed, the re¬ 
linquishment of the previous principle of charge. But 
no—those were war times, and the ad valorem duty 
was allowed to cover only the duty payable on the first 
skin of the deed, every other skin still bearing a pro¬ 
gressive or follower stamp. This conflict of principle 
has continued to the present day. We propose that it 
shall terminate. Retaining the ad valorem duties, we 
abolish the charge with reference to length. We cut 
down the progressive duties; in short, we no longer 
allow ‘ followers.’ 

Next we propose to reduce the Deed Duty, charged 
on some deeds at 355., on others at 305., the deeds 
thus charged being chiefly those not liable to ad va¬ 
lorem duties, that is, those where you cannot fix a value. 

A fixed charge of this nature with reference to 
transactions, contracts, &c., varying in value, must 

1 The alterations here noticed are those effected by the Act as it 
eventually passed into law. 
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always be open to objection ; but it is impossible to 
meet all cases of value, and therefore the point to 
regard in fixing the amount of duty is that it be not 
excessive, pressing too severely on the smaller trans¬ 
actions. MacCulloch and other writers have long since Reasons 
observed that the 6 deed ’ charge is too high, quite out Auction™" 
of proportion to the duties on other instruments. We 
concur in that opinion. It stands, at present, at the 
amount fixed in the final struggle with France. We 
propose to reduce it to 10s. 

An alteration of importance is made in regard to 3 . Repeal 
copyholds. One of the incidents of this barbarous duties on 
tenure (which was, unfortunately, retained at the aboli- ™py- 0118 
tion of the feudal tenures, and the existence of which holds - 
is hardly creditable to our intelligence or our civiliza¬ 
tion), is that, on a change of ownership, the tenant sur¬ 
renders his holding into the hands of the lord of the 
manor, who subsequently admits the new tenant by the 
rod; and this farce, usually enacted between the steward 
of the manor and the tenant or his attorney by means 
of a ruler or the office fire poker, involves not only a 
set of fees to the steward, but also two documents—a 
memorandum of surrender, and an admittance—each 
of which is liable to stamp duty. 

It is unreasonable that this special tenure should 
involve on occasions of sale and death (for on death the 
new tenant must be admitted), the payment of a duty 
to which, under similar circumstances, the freeholder 
is not liable. We repeal, therefore, the duty on the 
admittances of copyholders, leaving the new tenant 
chargeable, on a sale of copyholds, with the same duty 
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as a freeholder, and exempt from any duty when 
admitted in consequence of death. 

4 . simpii- Considerable alteration is made in the duties on 
thfduHes hills 0 f exchange and promissory notes, principally 
and b pro- hy way of simplification. Anything more intricate 
mi f S3r y than the law on this subject as it now stands can hardly 

be conceived; there are perplexing references from this 
head to that head; different rates of duty for foreign 
and for inland bills ; bills drawn in sets are charged 
each bill with a third of the duty, the very natural 
result being that when only one of the three is issued, 
only a third of the duty is paid; but words cannot 
describe the confusion that exists. 

We now propose to enact a uniform rate of duty for 
all bills (inland and foreign), coupled with a proviso, 
in the case of bills drawn in a set, that only one of 
the set need be stamped, and to substitute a few simple 
regulations for the present very perplexing provisions. 

5 . Recti- As regards conveyances on sale, an alteration is 

fication of , . . , . . , . £ 

the convey- made in the duties on conveyances in consideration ot 
certain 8 rentcharges. These were first charged ad valorem in 
the year 1853, the value of the rentcharge being taken 
at twenty-five years’ purchase ; but this was reduced, 
in the following year, to twelve years’ purchase. All 
rentcharges whether for fife or perpetuity are charged 
alike. Now a perpetual rentcharge is worth con¬ 
siderably more than twelve years’ purchase, and equality 
of charge for perpetual and life rentcharges cannot be 
maintained on principle. Moreover, annuities secured 
by bond or covenant, which is a common case, do 
not involve duty, though there is no distinction, in 
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principle, between such annuities and rentcharges, as 
considerations on a purchase. All these anomalies we 
rectify by imposing the duty in respect of all annual 
payments, taking perpetuities at twenty years’ value, and 
payments for lives as if they lasted for twelve years. 

In the case of mortgages, in conformity with the 
principle of substituting ad valorem for fixed charges 
in all possible cases, we apply the 6d. per cent, duty, 
introduced by Mr. Gladstone, in the year 1865, for 
transfers and assignments, to reconveyances of mort¬ 
gage and deeds of collateral or substituted security. 
This is a reduction on transactions under 7,000/., and, 
in cases over that amount, a slight increase on the 
previous duties. 

For annuity bonds, we charge duty at 2s. 6 d. per 
hi. instead of 21. per 100/.; and for leases at varying 
rents, duty according to the average rent during the 
term, whilst some other minor alterations are made in 
the charge. 

Coupons, which are various in form, have, in some 
cases, been considered to fall within the charge of bill 
duty. In the year 1867 it was proposed to charge 
them specifically, and a clause to that effect was 
introduced in the Inland Eevenue Bill, but the City 
authorities (if I may so term those gentlemen to whose 
experience in such matters one is ever willing to defer), 
considered that the tax would have the effect of driving 
business from the country. We yield the point. Asa 
special charge has been considered not the proper 
solution of the difficulty, we propose to enact a special 
exemption for this species of documents. 
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9. Reduc¬ 
tion of 
duties on 
attested 
copies 


and me¬ 
morials. 


10 . Fee for 
adjudica¬ 
tion stamp 
abolished. 

Bock war¬ 
rants re¬ 
named. 


I have but little more to add. When Mr. Pitt charged 
attested copies of deeds, following the principle of 
charging every skin of a deed, he charged the copy at 
so much per yard, that is, according to length. In 
future we require only the 1 s* duty on every copy 
irrespective of length. 

Memorials of deeds are now liable, in some cases, to 
a higher duty than the deeds themselves. A convey¬ 
ance for hi. is charged &d .; a memorial of such con¬ 
veyance 2s. 6 cl. Tliis anomaly is removed by charging 
memorial and deed at the same rate under 2s. 6 d. 

We increase facilities for obtaining the opinion of the 
Commissioners on deeds in difficult cases, by abolishing 
the fee of 10s. required to be paid for these 6 adjudi¬ 
cations/ as they are termed. And lastly, lest the 
right hon. gentleman, glancing at the schedule, should 
miss from the accustomed place one of those docu¬ 
ments relating to minor trading operations he was the 
first to charge, I may mention that the document hither¬ 
to charged under the head ‘Dock Warrant/ but which 
relates also to goods not in dock, has not lapsed, but 
will be found in the schedule under the heading 
‘ Warrant for Goods/ 

Such, then, are the reasons for the proposed legis¬ 
lation, and such is the character of the measure we 
propose. As it stands at present, the law on this 
subject is almost unintelligible from the bewildering 
confusion in which it is involved. According to M. 
Rau, a high authority, ‘ The enactments relating to 
stamp duties should be simple, easy to understand, 
and unambiguous, so that the taxpayer may be able to 
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avoid incurring penalties.’ The measure we introduce 
is simple, comprehensible, and embodies in a code all 
the enactments on the subject. Order and light, the 
prime laws of that eternal harmony which we ad¬ 
mire in divine creation, are also essential regulations of 
finance and administration. We propose to introduce, 
as regards this branch of our fiscal system, in lieu of 
legislative chaos, arrangement and lucidity, order and 
light. 

Continuation of the History . 

The three Bills to which reference is made in the The three 
foregoing observations passed through the House of 
Commons without encountering any serious opposition, 
and received the Royal Assent on the 10th of August, 

1870. The new law came into operation, as before 
observed, on the 1st of January, 1871, and at this date 
the history of the period of revision and reform of the 
stamp duties terminates. 

A statement of the fiscal results of the legislation of Fiscal re- 
1870 may, however, not inappropriately be added in measure.' 
the present place. It had been estimated that the 
repeals and reductions of duty involved in the mea¬ 
sure, more particularly the repeal of the progressive 
duties, and the reduction of the deed duty, would 
have the effect of decreasing considerably the yield 
of the revenue from stamps. But many different 
considerations necessarily enter into calculations of 
this sort, and it is not surprising that the conclusions 
arrived at frequently prove, in the result, to have been 
erroneous. 


li 
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The following is an account ot the yield of the 

Yield °f , United Kingdom in the years 

the stamp s t a mp duties for the Uniteu ° 

duties in 1 . 1 Q7 1 cmrl I S i A \ - 


Yield of 
the staiu 
duties in 
1869,1870 
and 1871. 


1. Fire Insurance 

2. Marine Insurance • ' 

3. Bills of Exchange and Iio- 

missory Notes • * 

Bankers’ Notes and Compo- 

4. Beceipts and other Id. Inland 

Revenue Stamps . • 

Deeds and other instruments . 


Total 


1869 1 2 3 4 

1870 1 

442,861 

83,923 

719,750 

133,452 

583,568 

1,686,942 

99,300 

764,093 

135,987 

603.275 

1,665,110 

3,650,496 

3,267,765 


283 

100,772 

846,258 

140.842 

648.843 
1,842,422 


3,588,420 


Repeals 
and reduc 


The increased yield for the year 1871 was due in a 
considerable measure to the remarkable prosperity 
the country, and the consequent multrplication of trans¬ 
actions and instruments chargeable with c u y , 
the legislation of the previous year no doubt assisted, 
for experience has abundantly proved that augmenta¬ 
tion of revenue follows, as an invariable result, from 
any simplification of the fiscal law. 

General Result of the Alterations from 1850 to 18/0. 

In lieu of any historical summary of the very 
numerous alterations and amendments effected during 
the period thus concluded, the following classification 
of them may serve to recall their general scope and 

obiect. They were... , 

1 Repeals of duties objectionable m principle, and 

reductions of duties excessive in amount. The most 
> Ended March 31, in the following year. 
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important of the former being the repeal of the per¬ 
centage duties on fire insurance in 1869, and of the 
progressive duties in 1870, and of the latter, the re¬ 
duction of the duties on receipts in 1853, agreements 
in 1860, marine insurance policies in 1868, and the 
deed duty in 1870. 

2. The introduction of ad valorem percentage 
duties. As regards conveyances, bonds, leases, mort¬ 
gages, and settlements in 1850, and bills of exchange 
and promissory notes in 1854, completed in 1860,— 
in lieu of the previous arbitrary scales, terminating 
with a maximum charge. 1 And with reference to 
transfers of mortgage in 1865, and releases of mort¬ 
gage and deeds of additional security in 1870,—as a 
new principle of charge. 

3. The introduction of penny taxation, coupled with 
the use of adhesive stamps. As in the case of receipts 
and drafts in 1853, cheques in 1859, extracts from 
registers of birth, &c., delivery orders, contract notes, 
and certain policies of insurance in 1860, and proxies 
and voting papers in 1864. 

3. The extension of the area of the duty charge so 
as to embrace foreign instruments. As in the case of 
bills of exchange in 1855, bonds and foreign securi¬ 
ties in 1862, and policies of insurance in 1865. 

4. Minor alterations, adjustments, and amendments 
innumerable, which do not admit of sub-classification. 


tions of 
duty. 


Introduc¬ 
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duties. 
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Minor 
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1 It may be added that in 1870 the scale of duty for appointments to 
offices, which previously stopped at a maximum of 200/., and that for 
instruments of apprenticeship, which previously stopped at a maximum 
of GO/., were readjusted, and made ad valorem without limit. 
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5. And, lastly, the consolidation and simplification of 
the law effected in the year 1870. 

History of the Duties from the Year 18/0 to 
the Present Time , 1872. 

The alterations of any importance made subsequently 
to the passing of ‘The Stamp Act, 1870,’ may be 

stated very shortly. 

In the year 1871, the terms of the charge in that 
Act, for foreign securities, which included expressly 
‘every security upon which any interest is payable 
in the United Kingdom,’ were altered so as only to 
include any such security if ‘ assigned, transferred, or 
in any manner negotiated in the United Kingdom. 
The lower charge of duty for a proxy to vote at 
a meeting, which under the terms of the same Act, 
applied only to proxies given to any one person, was 
extended so as to admit proxies designating more 
persons than one ; and the duty was reduced, for 
mortgages of any stock or marketable security, to a 
charge of 10-s. for every 5,000/., or any fractional 
part of 5,000/. of the amount secured, with a total 
exemption from duty in favor of any release or dis¬ 
charge of any such mortgage. 

Statement of the Duties Charged on Deeds according 
to Length , 1694-1870. 

The following account of the duties charged on 
‘ Deeds ’ according to length, that is, on every skin of 
the deed, from the first commencement of the tax in 
England to the year 1870, maybe interesting, as ex- 
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hibiting, in as brief a form as possible, the accumulatin 
process in reference to this tax. It should be borne in 
mind that as regards deeds executed after 1797, the 
first skin was also liable to the c single deed duty ’ of 
10*. 


Commencement 

Act 

Assessment 

June 29, 1694. 
August 2, 1698 
August 3, 1714 

July 6, 1757 . 

July 6, 1776 . 
August 2, 1777 
August 2, 1783 

July 6, 1795 . 

July 6, 1797 . 

July 6, 1801 . 

July 6, 1801 . . 

1804 . 

September 1, 1815 . 

5 & 6 W. & M. c. 21, s. 3 . 
9 & 10 W. & M. c. 25, s. 10 
12 A. Stat. 2, c. 9, s. 21 

30 Geo. II. c. 19, s. 1 . 

16 Geo. III. c. 24, s. 5 

17 Geo. III. c. 50, s. 16 . 

23 Geo. III. c. 58, s. 1 

35 Geo. III. c. 30, s. 1 

37 Geo. III. c. 90, s. 1 

41 Geo. III. c. 10, s. 1 

41 Geo. III. c. 86, s. 1 

44 Geo. III. c. 98, sch. 

55 Geo. III. c. 184, sch. 

Making a total of 

s. d. 

— 0 0 

additional 0 6 

„ 0 6 

„ 1 0 

„ 1 0 

„ 10 
„ 1 0 

.. 1 0 

„ 3 0 

„ 3 0 

» 2 0 

„ 5 0 

„ 5 0 

. 25 0 


aq 
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PART III. 


OF THE MACHINERY OF THE STAMP TAX. 

CONTAINING OBSERVATIONS ON 

1 . Penalties in Relation to Unstamped Instruments. 

. Under the original scheme of the stamp laws, every 
niucheme instrume nt liable to duty was required to be written on 
stamp paper previously impressed with the proper stamp 
laW8 ‘ or stamps; the tax-payer might either buy stamped 
paper at one of the various Stamp Offices, or send 
paper of his own to the chief office, there to be 
stamped; and payment of the duties was secured 
by (1) a penalty imposed on the writer of any ins ru 
ment not duly stamped, and (2) a penalty payable on 
stamping any such instrument. 

Penalty for The first of these, the penalty imposed on any per- 
writing an w } 10 wro te or caused to be written any instiumen 
on paper p a y e to duty on paper not duly stamped, was 500 . 
stamped. j n addition to which, any such person was liable, l 

clerk or officer in any public office or employment, to 
deprivation of office, and, if an attorney, to disqualih- 
cation for Iris profession. 

This penalty, was reduced in the following year 
from the excessive amount of 500/. to 5/., but was 
rarely enforced in practice, for the obvious leason tha 
it was extremely difficult to obtain evidence sufficient 
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to ensure a conviction. It was practically useless, and 
therefore was not re-enacted in 4 The Stamp Act, 1870.’ 

There exists, however, under the present system, a 
somewhat similar penalty. This originated in the 
penalties imposed, when ad valorem duties were first 
charged on conveyances in the year 1808, in rela¬ 
tion to any omission to state in the deed of con¬ 
veyance the full purchase-money or consideration with 
respect to which the ad valorem duty was chargeable. 
These penalties were enormous in amount, and in¬ 
volved the vendor and purchaser, and any attorney, 
solicitor, writer to the signet, or other person employed 
in the preparation of the deed. The amount of the 
present penalty for this offence is 10/. This is im¬ 
posed by the tenth section of 4 The Stamp Act, 1870/ 
which, re-enacting in a practical and simplified form 
the substance of the previous provisions applicable to 
conveyances, has extended them to all instruments 
liable to ad valorem duty. 

The other and more important penalty, viz., the 
4 penalty on stamping/ as it is shortly termed, had 
reference to the owner of an instrument not duly 
stamped, and consisted in a disability to use it in any 
court of law or equity, until produced to the Commis¬ 
sioners and duly stamped, which involved payment 
of the duty and a penalty of 5/. 

To follow the history of this penalty on stamping. 
The original penalty had reference only to the original 
duties. Subsequently, when new (including under 
that term additional) duties were granted, new penal¬ 
ties, sometimes 5/., sometimes 10/. in amount, were 


Penalty for 
not stating 
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duty im¬ 
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History of 
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acted for the purpose of securing them. The conse¬ 
quence, in course of time, of this imposition of a 
number of penalties was that 6 instruments ’ (liable to 
several duties) 4 could not be stamped without payment 
of accumulated penalties under the Acts passed from 
time to time for imposing stamp duties : ’ and, to re¬ 
medy this, power was given, in the year 1797, to 
the Commissioners, in cases where the penalties had 
accumulated to over 10/., to impress the necessaiy 
stamps, on payment of the duties and a penalty of 10/. 
for each skin of the instrument. 

This mitigation of the severity of the fiscal law was 
supplemented by a measure of justice. Hitherto the 
Commissioners had no powers of remission of these 
penalties ; they were now empowered in cases where 
accident, inadvertency, urgent necessity, or unavoid¬ 
able circumstances, and not fraud, was the cause of 
absence of a proper stamp, to remit within sixty days 
after the execution of the instrument, the whole or 
part of the penalties. 

In the year 1804, when the numerous duties pre¬ 
viously imposed were repealed, and new duties were 
granted, the provision relating to the accumulated 
penalties ceased to have effect. The 5/. penalty im¬ 
posed by the original Act was, however, specially kept 
on foot, and applied in relation to the new duties, 
with power to the Commissioners to remit it, provided 
that there was no wilful delay or intention to evade 
the duties, within twelve months, instead of as pre¬ 
viously sixty days, after the execution of the instrument. 

This 5/. penalty, which, in addition to the duty, was 
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the only payment required on stamping an instrument 
at whatever distance of time from the date of its first 
execution, adequate perhaps for securing the original 
duties of low amount, was insufficient for the duties 
subsequently imposed; and its inadequacy became 
strikingly conspicuous when ad valorem duties were im¬ 
posed, ranging in the case of conveyances up to 1,000/. 

On this point, the Commissioners of Kevenue Inquiry, 
in their report for the year 1826, observe ‘ this state of 
the law would certainly appear to offer an encourage¬ 
ment to the practice of executing deeds before they 
are stamped, and, especially in the cases of the higher 
denomination of stamps, where the interest of the 
money payable for them greatly exceeds the amount 
of the penalty, to hold out to the parties concerned a 
bonus to that amount on tneir delay in complying 
with the law,’ and they expressed an opinion that ‘ an 
immediate alteration in this part of the law had 
become necessary.’ 

Accordingly, an alteration in the amount of this ^ 
penalty formed part of the various schemes for amend¬ 
ing the stamp laws introduced by successive Chancellors 
of the Exchequer during the next quarter of a century : 
till, at length, in the year 1850, the penalty was raised 
to 10Z., with, in cases where the unpaid duty exceeded 
10Z., interest thereon at the rate of 5Z. per cent, per 
annum up to an amount equal to the unpaid duty. 

This penalty is re-imposed by the fifteenth section of Present 
‘The Stamp Act, 1870,’ which also gives the Com- ToTald 
missioners an unrestricted power of remission within a on^npaid 
twelvemonth after the first execution of the instrument. duty> 
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2. The Description or Denomination of Stamps 
Required on Instruments. 

To pass from penalties to stamps. As, under the 
laws formerly in force, every duty had its attendant 
penalty, so also, during more than a century after the 
first introduction of the tax, every duty had its minis¬ 
tering stamp. Under the Acts granting the several 
duties, the monies arising from them were specially 
appropriated to particular purposes, and a separate 
account of the produce of each duty was kept. The 
use, therefore, of any other stamp or stamps, of what¬ 
ever value, was not a payment to the proper fund, and 
did not discharge the taxpayer’s liability. In short, 
every instrument was required to be stamped with the 
particular stamps denoting payment of the particular 
duties with which it was charged, and, unless so 
stamped, was not ‘ duly stamped.’ 

Moreover, during a considerable period, no pro¬ 
vision existed admitting of any allowance for any 
stamp incorrectly used. Subsequently, however, in¬ 
struments thus incorrectly stamped were admitted to 
due stamping on payment of a smaller penalty than 
that applicable in ordinary cases. Afterwards, in the 
year 1803, it was provided that a stamp of greater 
value than that required, if of the proper denomina¬ 
tion for the particular instrument, should be considered 
a sufficient stamp, and also that any instrument stamped 
with a stamp of a wrong denomination, but of equal 
or greater value than the proper stamp, might be duly 
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stamped without payment of any penalty. 1 And, lastly, 
in the year 1815, it was enacted that such an instru¬ 
ment should be considered valid (as regards stamp) un¬ 
less the stamp used was specially appropriated to any 
other instrument by having its name on the face thereof. 

Under the present system a stamp particularly ap- The pre- 
propriated, by having any word or words on the face 
of it, to any particular description of instrument is 
not available for an instrument of another description, 
and an instrument for which an appropriated stamp 
is provided must bear a stamp of that description. 

These provisions are contained in the ninth section of 
6 The Stamp Act, 1870.’ 

It follows from the foregoing, that as the duties Muitipii- 
multiplied, so the stamps increased in number: till stampsfor- 
at last the margin of such deeds as were liable to a qwi. re " 
number of duties became literally covered with stamps. 

In order to prevent this multiplication of stamps, Power 
power was given to the Commissioners, who hitherto express 0 
had been required to provide different dies for the dutiefin 
different duties, to express by one stamp the payment one stamp * 
of several duties charged in respect of the same in¬ 
strument. The Commissioners now combined together 
into what was termed a 6 component duty,’ the various 
duties on deeds imposed in the years 1694, 1698, 

1714, 1757, 1776, 1777, 1783, and 1795, and ex¬ 
pressed them in one sum of 7s. on the 4 deed ’ stamp. 

The same course was also taken in the case of the 
duties on copyhold surrenders, which were consolidated 

1 Tliis did not relate to bills of exchange and promissory notes, for 
which there were special provisions. 
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into one amount. But in the generality of cases, the 
different duties charged in respect of the same instru¬ 
ment had still, as it were, a separate share in the stamp, 
on the face of which they were denoted by a particular 
amount. This accounts for the appearance of those 
old stamps which specify a number of different sums, 
for instance, the enrolment duty stamp at the be¬ 
ginning of the present century, which bears, surroun¬ 
ding the royal arms, n. shillings yi. pence, ii. 

SHILLINGS VI. PENCE, and FIVE SHILLINGS. 

The necessity for a variety of different sums on 
certain stamps terminated in the year 1803, when the 
Commissioners were empowered to consolidate the 
monies arising from the several duties denoted by 
the same die and pay them to one account; and in 
the following year the numerous existing duties were 
repealed, and new duties were imposed in lump sums. 

Under the present system, provided payment of the 
proper amount of duty is indicated, it is immaterial 
how many stamps are impressed on the deed, and this 
is generally merely a question of convenience for the 
Stamping Department. 

3. The Inadmissibility in Evidence of Unstamped, 
Instruments. 

This provision of our stamp laws has been the 
subject of frequent comment by foreign writers on 
taxation, by some of whom it has not been clearly un¬ 
derstood. It is erroneous to suppose that our stamp 
laws ever provided that all instruments liable to duty 
should be void for want of a proper stamp. This 


MACHINERY OF THE STAMP TAX. 


109 


vitiation of the document has ever been peculiar to 
certain cases, as bills of exchange, &c., whilst instru¬ 
ments in general have only been prohibited from use 
in evidence unless and until properly stamped; the 
law specially providing that the Commissioners should 
cause them to be so stamped on payment of the duty 
and the penalty or penalties, as the case might be. 

This prohibition produced, no doubt, considerable 
inconvenience, and in some cases hardship, for though 
the Equity Courts allowed causes to stand over to 
enable instruments to be properly stamped, or heard 
the cause and ordered the delivering out of the decree 
to be stayed until production to the registrar of the 
instrument duly stamped, the Common Law judges 
considered it dangerous to afford such facilities, as 
calculated to encourage carelessness in having the 
proper stamp; and, consequently, in the Common Law 
courts it frequently happened that persons were 
obliged to be nonsuited on account of a defective 
stamp. 1 

In course of time the judges evinced a disposition to 
mitigate the incidence of this fiscal provision, and 
eventually admitted unstamped instruments in evidence 
in indictments for forgery, penal actions, cases of 
fraud, and as proof of collateral facts, and in some 
other cases. The legal profession generally also ad¬ 
vocated a relaxation of the law; and, in particular, 
Mr. Chitty, in his 6 Treatise on the Stamp Laws/ edi¬ 
tion of 1841, after noticing the intricacy of these 

1 After being nonsuited on account of a defect in a stamp, a person 
might, after getting the instrument duly stamped, sustain a fresh action. 
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laws, remarks, ‘ It might be expedient to enable the 
judge at Nisi Prius, or the court, upon the hearing 
of the cause, in cases where no fraud was intended, to 
permit the cause to proceed on payment, or satisfactory 
security given for the payment, of the duty and a 
larger penalty.’ 

From a fiscal point of view, however, there was this 
objection to the proposed alteration—that the permis¬ 
sion to rectify an error in the stamp in the manner 
suggested would tend to diminish the safeguards of the 
revenue, one of the principal agents in the collection 
of the duties being the self-interest of the parties in 
getting an instrument properly stamped; and on this 
ground the Government refused to introduce a pro¬ 
vision of the kind into the Eevenue Bill of 1850. 

The first statutory relaxation of the provision in 
question was made in the year 1854, probably in con¬ 
sequence of a strong expression of opinion by Lord 
Campbell in the year 1851, during the hearing of the 
case of Eex v. Wortley (15 Jurist, 1137), to the effect 
that c it was very well worthy of consideration, whether 
it would not be advisable to enact specially a clause 
rendering documents admissible in evidence in criminal 
cases without being stamped.’ 

The new provision, embodied in the Stamp Act of 
1854, admitted all instruments in evidence in criminal 
proceedings, notwithstanding the want of the proper 
stamp. 

This was followed by an enactment in 4 The Com¬ 
mon Law Procedure Act, 1854,’ passed two days after¬ 
wards, which, adopting the principle of the altera- 
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tion advocated by Mr. Chitty, provided—that it should 
be the duty of the officer of the court whose duty it 
is to read any document produced as evidence at the 
trial of any cause to call the attention of the judge to 
any omission or insufficiency of the stamp, and re¬ 
quire payment of the unpaid duty, the usual penalty 
on stamping, and an additional penalty of 1/. Upon 
payment of which a receipt was to be given by the 
officer, and the instrument forthwith became admissible 
in evidence as far as related to stamp duty. The 
officer was required to account for and pay over the 
duties and penalties to the Commissioners of Inland 
Revenue, who were to cause the instrument to be 
stamped on production of the before-mentioned receipt. 1 

These provisions applied to every court of civil 
judicature in England and Ireland; but, two years 
subsequently, the section by which they were applied to 
Ireland was repealed by ‘ The Common Law Procedure 
Amendment Act (Ireland), 1856,’ which enacted a set 
of provisions for that part of the kingdom, identical, 
however, in terms with those which previously applied 
to England and Ireland. 

The duties and penalties on unstamped instruments 
produced at any trial are collected in the superior 
courts by the Judges’ marshal or associate, and in 
the county courts by the clerks of court. The 
amount of duty collected was, in the year 1855, 
21/. 13s. 10c/., in respect of fifty-three documents, and 
in the year 1869-70, 14/. 12s. 4c/., for eighty docu- 

1 This enactment did not extend to documents which could not he 
stamped after execution on payment of duty and penalty. 
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ments. For the intervening period the amount was 
equally inconsiderable. 

With regard to the operation of this relaxation of 
the stricter requirements of the original stamp laws, 
the Commissioners, in their Eeport of 1857, observe 
that ‘ there is no reason to think that more instru¬ 
ments now than formerly are left unstamped until re¬ 
quired to be produced in courts of justice, and,’ they 
add, 6 if there be some trifling loss of revenue, it may 
be considered well counterbalanced by the great ad¬ 
vantages gained in the administration of justice/ 

In the year 1870, the previous provisions of the 
law, including the two sets of provisions applicable to 
England and Ireland, were repealed, and a uniform law 
regarding the admissibility in evidence of instruments 
not duly stamped, was enacted for the whole United 
Kingdom in Sections 1(3 and 17 of ‘ The Stamp Act, 
1870.’ 


4. The Adjudication Stamp. 

This stamp was introduced in the year 1850. 

The complicated state of the stamp laws at that 
time rendered it in many cases a matter of difficulty to 
determine the proper amount of duty payable; the 
best intentions could not prevent occasional mistakes; 
and no solicitor was ever secure that, on an investiga¬ 
tion of title, or on production in court, an instrument 
might not prove to be defective in stamp. 

To meet these cases of doubt, power was, by special 
enactment, given to the Commissioners, on produc¬ 
tion to them of any instrument liable to duty, whether 
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stamped or not, and payment of a fee of 10<$., to ad¬ 
judicate—that is, assess and charge—the duty thereon ; 
and on payment of the duty and penalty (if any) to 
impress on the instrument a particular stamp to denote 
payment of the full duty. The impression of this stamp 
rendered the instrument not open to objection on the 
ground of stamp ; and the applicant, if dissatisfied with 
the decision of the Commissioners, might appeal to the 
Court of Exchequer. 

The Commissioners provided for these cases a stamp 
having a pink ground and differing from the other 
stamps in use, so as to be easily recognizable. The 
average annual number of adjudications was, for the 
first six or eight years subsequent to 1850, a little 
over 450. 

These provisions, which applied, it will be ob¬ 
served, only to deeds liable to duty, were extended, in 
the year 1853, so as to allow the Commissioners to 
adjudicate on deeds not liable, in their opinion, to 
any duty. 

In practice, the law regarding adjudications proved 
faulty in three particulars. 1. It was not obligatory, 
after production of an instrument for adjudication, to 
have it stamped in accordance with the expressed 
opinion of the Commissioners. The applicant might 
withdraw it, and submit it for stamping in conformity 
with his own opinion, snapping his fingers at the 
revenue authorities, who were thus placed in a position 
but little removed from the ridiculous. 2. In the case 
of appeals to the Court of Exchequer, no provision 
was made for the costs of a successful appellant’ 
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whilst the very inadequate sum of 40$. was deposited 
to meet the costs of the Crown if successful. Hence, 
on the one hand, it was said that the certain expense of 
meeting the Attorney-General was a practical bar to 
appeals: whilst, on the other hand, the revenue had 
not unfrequently to contest cases not fairly open to 
doubt with litigious persons undeterred by any fear 
of costs. 3. The law did not provide for the pro¬ 
duction to the Commissioners of a proper abstract of 
the instrument presented for adjudication. 

These defects were remedied by 6 The Stamp Act, 
1870,’ which (see Sections 18, 19, and 20), provides (1) 
that any instrument on which the Commissioners have 
adjudicated shall not, if unstamped or insufficiently 
stamped, be stamped otherwise than in accordance 
with the adjudication. (2) That on an appeal to the 
Court of Exchequer, the costs shall follow the event; 
and (3) That on any application to the Commissioners, 
with reference to the stamp duty on an instrument 
(which embraces adjudication cases), the Commissioners 
may require to be furnished with an abstract of the 
instrument. 

At the same time, the fee of 10$., previously payable 
for adjudication, was abolished. The effect of this 
alteration was to increase the number of these cases, 
from 646 in the year 1869, to about 1,800 in the 
year 1871. The number of appeals to the Court 
of Exchequer was, in the year 1869, five; in the 
year 1871 there was only one appeal. 
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5. Adhesive Stamps. 

The stamps originally in use for denoting stamp 
duties were all impressed stamps. 

The use of adhesive stamps, analogous to those in 
use in the Post Office department, dates from the year 
1853, when Mr. Gladstone introduced the penny 
stamp for receipts. This stamp was soon afterwards 
applied to drafts ; and stamps of this description are 
now in use for a variety of instruments. A list of 
these is given in the Appendix. 

6. The Area of the Stamp Laivs. 

The duties originally imposed applied only to instru¬ 
ments made in England, including Wales. Those im¬ 
posed after the union with Scotland, extended, gene¬ 
rally speaking, to instruments made within the larger 
area of Great Britain. 

Subsequently, questions arose having reference to 
the difference in amount of the British and Irish 
duties— 4 as to the cases in which instruments were 
chargeable with one or other, or both of the duties,’ 
and a special enactment was passed to remove the 
doubts entertained, and settle which instruments were 
to pay British, and which Irish duties, to the effect 
that instruments relating wholly to property in Ireland, 
or to acts to be done there, should be liable to Irish 
duties, and all others to British duties. 

This adjustive provision did not, however, enlarge 
the general scope of the Stamp Acts, which (in Ireland, 
as well as Great Britain), did not apply, except where 
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special provision was made (as in the case of promissory 
notes, see 55 Geo. III. c. 184, sec. 29), to instruments 
made abroad or at sea ; any other construction of the 
law being inconsistent with the provisions requiring 
every instrument to be written on paper previously 
stamped. 

In the course of time, however, considerable altera¬ 
tions, as regards this limited area of application of 
our Stamp Acts, were introduced by specifically 
charging certain classes of instruments made out of 
this country with payment of duty on their arrival 
here, accompanied by special provisions for stamping 
such instruments. 

The law on the subject is now clear ; it is contained 
in the 17th section of ‘The Stamp Act, 1870,’ which 
enacts, in effect, that the duties shall extend to (1) 
All instruments executed or signed in any part of 
the United Kingdom. (2) All instruments, where¬ 
soever executed or signed, relating to any property 
situate in any part of the United Kingdom; and 
(3) All instruments, wheresoever executed or signed, 
relating to any matter or thing done or to be done 
in any part of the United Kingdom ; whilst pro¬ 
vision is made by the 15th section that any instrument 
first executed or signed abroad may be stamped 
without penalty at any time within two months after 
its arrival in the United Kingdom. 

These general provisions of the Act do not extend 
to those particular classes of instruments for which ex¬ 
press provision is made. 
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7. Foreign Revenue Laws. 

It has long been settled that the courts of this 
country will not take notice of the revenue laws of a 
foreign State. And, indeed, the inconvenience of 
going into points of foreign or colonial stamp law 
would be enormous; not only because, however ex¬ 
tensive and varied the acquirements of the members of 
our Bench and Bar, it is, probably, the exception rather 
than the rule for them to include a practical acquaint¬ 
ance with foreign languages; but also because the 
stamp laws of any foreign country may, possibly, re¬ 
semble, in condition, our own, which, till recently, were 
so intricate and obscure that a thorough knowledge of 
them was the acquirement of little short of an ordinary 
working lifetime. 
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PART IV. 


OF THE INLAND REVENUE DEPARTMENT. 

The original Stamp Act of William and Mary, which 
imposed the duties in England and Wales, placed the 
management of the tax in the hands of Commissioners, 
to be specially appointed for the purpose, termed 4 the 
Commissioners of Stamps for England.’ No limit was 
fixed to the number of Commissioners, and, accord¬ 
ingly, it varied from time to time, with reference to 
the exigencies of business or other circumstances. 

After the union of England and Scotland, these 
Commissioners were styled in the patents appointing 
them 4 the Commissioners of Stamps for Great Britain; ’ 
and their authority extended to the whole island. 

When stamp duties were first imposed in Ireland, 
by an Act of the year 1773, the management of the 
tax was placed in the hands of Commissioners, termed 
4 the Commissioners of Stamps for Ireland; ’ and these 
Commissioners continued to act for Ireland after the 
union of that kingdom with Great Britain in the year 
1801. 

By an Act of the year 1816, all the public revenues 
of Great Britain and Ireland were united, and con¬ 
solidated into one general fund, called 4 the Consolidated 
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Fund of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland ; ’ and for promoting the objects of that Act, 
and securing the advantages of uniformity of system 
and management throughout the United Kingdom in 
relation to the duties thus consolidated, the separate 
Boards of Customs, and the separate Boards of Excise 
for England and Ireland, were respectively consolidated 
in the year 1823. 

Two years after this, the Commissioners of Revenue 
Enquiry reported in favour of a similar consolidation 
of the Stamp Boards; and, accordingly, in the year 
1S27, the separate Boards for Great Britain and 
Ireland were abolished, and the duties throughout the 
United Kingdom were placed under the management 
of one Board of 6 Commissioners of Stamps for the 
United Kingdom.’ 

In the year 1834, the Board of Stamps, then con¬ 
sisting of five Commissioners, was consolidated with 
the Board of Commissioners for Taxes, comprising four 
members, and one Board of 4 Commissioners of Stamps 
and Taxes,’ six in number, was formed. This consolida¬ 
tion involved a reduction, as regards establishment, of 
six heads of departments, and about forty clerks, at 
a saving of about 18,000Z. a-year. 

In the year 1849, the Board of Stamps and Taxes 
was consolidated with the Board of Excise, then con¬ 
sisting of seven Commissioners, and the whole internal 
revenue of the United Kingdom was placed under one 
Board, styled 6 the Commissioners of Inland Revenue,’ 
consisting of eight Commissioners, with an understand¬ 
ing that the first vacancy should not be filled up. 
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Theestab- In the year 1851, the consolidated establishment 
11“ consisted of 5,028 persons, as against 5,602 in the two 
departments previous to the consolidation, showing a 
reduction of 574 persons, which involved a saving in 
salaries of about 85,000/. 

Present At the present time, a.d. 1872, the Board of Inland 
?„iand 0f Revenue consists of five Commissioners, including a 
revenue. chairman an a a deputy chairman. 

The Inland Revenue department, may be considered, 
practically, a sub-branch of ‘the Treasury,’ as the 
Finance Department of this country is shortly termed, 
the Commissioners being required to obey the orders 
of the Lords of the Treasury, to whom they report 
annually on the state of the revenue under their 
management. 

Duties One of the principal duties of the Commissioners in 

commis- relation to the stamp branch of the revenue- is to sup- 
sioners. kingdom with stamps. Accordingly, extensive 

stamps at arrangements for the sale of stamps (including stamped 
Houses and paper), and for stamping paper brought by the public 
inEdin- t b stamped, and deeds and instruments executed 

burgh and 1 5 r T 1 1 

Dublin. anc ] unexecuted, exist at the chief office ot Inlanu 
Revenue at Somerset House, and the head offices in 
Edinburgh and Dublin; and a system of distributors, 
sub-distributors, and licensed vendors of stamps, is 
established throughout the kingdom. 

Distribu- Distributors of stamps are appointed by the Treasury, 
stamp! every distributor being required, on appointment, to 
give security to the Crown, by bond with two sureties, 
in one-third the probable amount of his remittances for 
a year. They are required to make remittances monthly, 
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or whenever there is 100/. in hand ; to keep accounts 
of their transactions, and transmit them, quarterly, 
to the Accountant-General; and, quarterly, stock is 
taken of the stamps in their hands by an officer 
of the department. In cases where distributors of 
stamps are also collectors of inland revenue, they 
are paid a fixed yearly salary; in other cases, by 
a poundage on the stamps sold. The tendency of 
late years has been to unite the two offices; and 
this has been done in Edinburgh, Glasgow, Liverpool, 
Brighton, Bristol, Gloucester, and several other large 
towns. 

Sub-distributors of stamps are appointed by the 
Treasury, except where the emoluments are of insigni¬ 
ficant amount, in which cases the distributor appoints ; 
they obtain their stock from the distributors, and are 
paid by a poundage on the stamps sold. 

Licensed vendors of stamps are appointed by the 
Commissioners, or by distributors. On application 
for a license, two references as to respectability are 
required ; and, before a license is granted, a personal 
bond in the sum of 100/. has to be given as a guarantee 
against the sale or possession of stamps other than 
those purchased at the chief or one of the head offices, 
or from a distributor or licensed vendor of stamps. 
The license specifies the house or shop at which the 
sale of stamps is authorised ; and the vendor is required 
to keep his Christian name and surname, together with 
the words ‘ licensed to sell stamps, 5 painted on some 
conspicuous place on the outside of the front of the 
house or shop in which his business is carried on. 
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Licensed vendors are remunerated by the discount 
allowed on the purchase of stamps. 

Any person other than a distributor, sub-distributor, 
or licensed vendor of stamps, is liable to a penalty of 
20/. for dealing in any manner in stamps; and the 
hawking of stamps is totally prohibited, any person 
found hawking being liable to summary arrest, and a 
penalty of 20/., in addition to the forfeiture of any 
stamps found in his possession. 

Another duty of the Commissioners in relation to 
stamps consists in making allowances for stamps in 
cases where they have been inadvertently and un- 
designedly spoiled or rendered useless, and certain 
other specified cases, the time limited for application 
for relief being, in general, six months. The allow¬ 
ance is made either in stamps or money, at the discre¬ 
tion of the Commissioners. 

The number of claims has in some years exceeded 
13,000; and, in reference to the facilities afforded 
for obtaining allowance, the Commissioners state in 
one of their reports, that 4 No excuse is left for en¬ 
grossing deeds, &c , on unstamped paper or parch¬ 
ment, the plea formerly urged that it would be unsafe 
to put on the stamp until the completion of the trans¬ 
action being now no longer tenable.’ 

The Commissioners have power to repurchase stamps 
for which the possessor has no immediate use, on being 
satisfied of certain particulars, one being that they 
were purchased within the period of six months next 
Preceding the application. 

lhe legal provisions regarding licenses to vendors 
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of stamps are contained in Sections 5, G, 8, 9, and 
10; those relating to hawking stamps in Section 
11 ; those relating to allowance for spoiled and misused 
stamps in Sections 14, 15, and 16 ; and those relating 
to repurchase of stamps in Section 17, of ‘The Stamp 
Duties Management Act, 1870.’ 
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PART V. 

-♦- 

STAMP DUTIES IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 

Stamp duties, if moderate in amount, imposed by 
clear enactments, and accompanied by reasonable 
facilities for obtaining the requisite stamps, are an 
easy method of revenue. To regard them from the 
tax-payer’s point of view—He pays the smaller contri¬ 
butions without effort, whilst he considers any ad 
valorem payment as, practically, part and parcel of 
the transaction to which the instrument liable to duty 
refers, to the expense of which the duty forms a hardly 
appreciable addition. To regard them from a Revenue 
point of view—The tax is easy to collect, and the cost 
of collection is small, consisting principally of the 
trifling expenses of dies and plates, and payments to 
agents for distribution of the stamps. Moreover, 
the tax affords a certain amount of security against 
forgery of deeds. This security differs materially 
according to the system in force: under our pre¬ 
sent system, for instance, the date of the stamp 
is not a correct evidence of the date of the instru¬ 
ment ; in fact, proves nothing as regards the time 
when the instrument was written. 

The practical advantages which stamp duties possess 
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have induced the adoption of this mode of taxation, in 
one form or another, in many countries, including 
France, Eussia, Austria, Prussia, Italy, Spain, Bavaria, 
Belgium, Holland, Hanover, Baden, Hesse, Nassau, 
some of the cantons of Switzerland, India, and several 
of our colonies. 

A detailed history of the stamp duties imposed in 
foreign countries is beyond the scope of the present 
work; they differ extremely both in the amount of the 
duties imposed and in the instruments charged with 
duty, so much so, that to state (as it would be easy to 
do) the amounts returned as the produce of the stamp 
duties in those countries in which they are in force, 
would be practically useless for purposes of comparison, 
if not, indeed, calculated to be misleading. 

Selecting France, however, as a neighbouring country 
with which we have intimate commercial relations, 
involving, not unfrequently, the use of instruments 
liable to stamp duties, and also because the lucidity 
of the French law and the admirable treatises on 
taxation in that language afford peculiar facilities for 
the investigation of their system of taxation, it is in¬ 
tended briefly to notice the history and plan of the 
stamp duties in that country. 

Stamp Duties in France. 

M. Clamageran, in his ‘Histoire de l’lmpot en France,’ 
states that stamp duties were first introduced in' that 
country about the year 1651, during the troubles of 
the Fronde. They were not very productive of re¬ 
venue, and soon, practically,fell into abeyance. About 
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the year 1671-1673 they were revived under Colbert, 
but the tax was not popular, and conduced, with other 
imposts, to revolt and pillage of the stamp offices in 
Bretagne. 1 This date, M. de Parieu, in his ‘ Traite 
des Impots,’ treats as the commencement of the tax, 
which, he says, had its immediate origin in the 
formules or forms introduced by Louis XIV. by edict 
in the year 1673, for which, in the next year, stamps 
or marks, varying for the different provinces of the 
kingdom, were substituted. 

These, again, were abolished in the year 1791 by 
the Constitutional Assembly, who substituted the 
stamped paper now in use, termed papier timbre . 2 
The law of the 13th Brumaire An VII. (November 3, 
1798), repealed all previous laws on the subject, and 
established the system and machinery of the tax. 
This law is still in force, and contains the principal 
provisions applicable to stamp duties. Several impor¬ 
tant enactments have, however, subsequently been 
passed, notably in the years 1816, 1850, 1859, 1862, 
1863, 1864, 1871, and 1872. The general result of 
the legislation on the subject is as follows:— 

1 It should be borne in mind that the Bretons were unintelligent pea¬ 
sants, easily persuaded to oppose any new measures. Probably their 
knowledge of the rights and wrongs of the question was commensurate 
with their acquaintance with the French language, which, according to 
Madame de S<§vign6, was extremely limited. 1 Ces pauvres has Bretons 
she writes, ‘ meet the soldiers sent to annihilate them with exclama¬ 
tions of u Mea culpa,” le seul mot de frau^aisqu’ils sachent.’ Of the pre¬ 
sent feeling regarding the tax, M. de Parieu states: ‘ On ne se plaint 
pas beaucoup en France de cet impot.’ 

2 This term is of unknown origin, the derivations usually given being, 
on the face of them, absurd. Its use led to the amusing mistake of a 
well-known historian, who confounded the stamp tax with the Umber 
duties. 
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Under the French system the duties are of three sorts : Expiana- 

J . tion of the 

(1) Duties having relation to the size of the paper, French 
termed timbre de dimension ; (2) Duties having re- Timhre de 
lation to the value of the transaction —ad valorem dmenaion. 
duties — termed timbre proportionnel ; and (3) The j'ro'por- 
small fixed duties imposed on receipts and cheques. j. 

The stamped paper in ordinary use is made by the ^ndcheque 
Government at Paris only. The taxpayer may, how¬ 
ever, have paper of his own stamped in any of the de- Le timhre 
partments of the Republic, and this provision for ex- me. 
ceptional cases is termed le timbre extraordinaire. 

There is also an official visa pour timbre , an official Visa pour 

± -i • i timbre. 

signature on the instrument, acknowledging the pay¬ 
ment of the tax and penalty (if any), applicable to 
instruments not duly stamped, instruments coming from 
abroad and subject to duty, and instruments of a 
private character which, originally not liable to duty, 
have become chargeable on account of the use made 
of them. An adhesive stamp may now be used in 
most of these cases instead of the visa. 

The size of Government stamped paper is fixed by size of the 
law. There are five different sizes of the papier de dimension, 
dimension, viz. (1) Feuille de grand registre; (2) 

Grand papier ; (3) Moyen papier (half the size of the 
grand papier); (4) Petit papier (half the size of the 
moyen papier); and (5) Petit papier, demi-feuille 
(half the size of a sheet of the petit papier): and any 
paper presented for stamping of a different size from 
the Government paper must be stamped as for paper 
of the next largest size. 

The following is a statement of the duties in rela- Duties 
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tion to the size of paper imposed by the law of 1798, 
and the amounts to which they have been raised by 
subsequent enactments, taking the value of the franc 
at 10c/. of our money : 


Size of Paper 

Act and Duty 

1798 

1816 

1862 

1871 

Grand registre 

Grand papier .... 
Moyen papier.... 
Petit papier .... 
Do. demi-feuille 

s. d. 

1 3 

0 10 

0 7$ 

0 5 

0 2i 

s. d. 

1 8 

1 3 

1 oi 

0 7 

0 3i 

s. d. 
2 6 

1 8 

1 3 

0 10 

0 5 

s. d. 

3 0 

2 0 

1 6 

1 0 

0 6 


These duties are very comprehensive in their scope. 
They embrace all law proceedings—that is to say, all 
the acts (in the sense of judicial or official writings) of 
any notary, officer registrar or clerk of court, judge, 
judicial tribunal, or police or other administrative 
authority—and all copies and extracts therefrom; all 
petitions and memorials, even in the form of letters, 
presented to the Government, or to any minister, com¬ 
missioner, or public board office or establishment 
copies and extracts from any public book or register; 
policies of insurance (since the law of June 5, 1850); 
and, generally, all deeds and instruments which can 
be produced as evidence in a court of law. In short, 
the timbre de dimension touches, as M. de Parieu puts 
it, 44 d’une maniere generate tous les papiers destines 
aux actes judiciaires et aux ecritures qui peuvent faire 
foi en justice ” 1 — with the exception of the instru¬ 
ments specified in the 16th Article of the law of 1798, 
which it is not necessary here to enumerate, and ex- 
1 Traite des Imj)dts f Liy, VI, cap. 1, tome iii. p. 81. 
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tend to deeds and instruments made abroad, which 
must be stamped before they are made use of in 
France, 

Next, with regard to what may be termed the 
ordinary ad valorem duties. These duties attach to 
all bills of exchange, drafts, &c., orders for money, 
promissory notes, and obligations to pay money, in 
short, to all 4 effets negociables ou de commerce ’— 
and also, under the law of the 6th prairial An. VII, to 
non-negotiable obligations and instruments, and extend 
to foreign instruments, including, since the law of the 
23rd of August, 1871, instruments drawn abroad and 
payable abroad, which were not previously within the 
charge, all which must be stamped if negotiated, en¬ 
dorsed, accepted , or paid in France. 

These duties, imposed by the law of the 14th ther- 
midor, An. IV., at the rate of 1 franc per 1,000 francs, 
were reduced in 1798 to 50 centimes per 1,000 francs 
— Is. \d. per 100/. They were raised in the year 1816 
by two-fifths ; and in the year 1824 the duty was re¬ 
duced to half for documents of 500 francs and under. 

According to M. D’Audiffret, 4 a practice of evading 
the stamp duties in commercial transactions was the 
cause of considerable loss to the State in relation 
to the ad valorem duties on bills of exchange, orders 
for money, &c., and the law of the 24th of May, 1834, 
endeavoured to put an end to this abuse, by means 
of a reduction of taxation and the imposition of higher 
penalties.’ 1 The enactment here mentioned reduced 
the duties for non-negotiable instruments and obliga- 

1 Systbne Financier de la France , vol. ii. p. 73. 

K 


The ad 
valorem 
duties. 

Instru¬ 
ments 
liable to 
them. 


Their 

amount. 


130 STAMP DUTIES IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 


The duties 
on certifi¬ 
cates of 
shares in 
companies, 


and de¬ 
partmen¬ 
tal, com¬ 
munal, and 
companies’ 
bonds. 

Composi¬ 
tion for 


tions to pay money, to the rate of 50 centimes per 
1,000 francs, with a charge of 50 centimes for docu¬ 
ments from 500 francs to 1,000, and one of 25 cen¬ 
times for those for 500 or less, which charge was, 
in the year 1837, further reduced to 15 centimes for 
documents for 300 francs or less. 

In the year 1850 a similar reduction was effected 
for negotiable instruments, the duties on which were 
reimposed at the rate of 50 centimes for every 1,000 
francs or fraction of 1,000, with a charge of five cen¬ 
times per 100 francs up to 500. These duties, how¬ 
ever, were doubled by the law of the 23rd of August, 
1871, when, as previously mentioned, the charge was 
extended to instruments drawn abroad and payable 
abroad. 

The foregoing may, as before observed, be termed the 
ordinary ad valorem duties. In addition to these the 
stamp tax was increased in the year 1850 (law of the 
5th of June), by the imposition of special ad valorem 
duties on (1) shares and certificates of shares in any 
society, company, or enterprise, whether financial, 
commercial, industrial, or civil,—at the rate of 50 
centimes per 100 francs of the nominal capital, for 
societies, companies and enterprises not exceeding 
10 years’ duration, and at the rate of 1 franc per 
100 for those of longer duration; and (2) the nego¬ 
tiable securities of any department, commune, public 
establishment and company,—at the rate of 1 franc 
per 100 of the amount of the sum secured. 

For these duties the different societies, companies, 
enterprises, departments, communes, and public esta- 
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blishments may compound, in which case they are 
charged with an annual duty (payable quarterly) at 
the rate of 5 centimes per 100 francs of the nominal 
or, in default of nominal, the real capital represented 
by the certificates or secured by the bonds (as the case 
may be) which have been issued. 

These ad valorem duties were extended, by the law 
of the 23rd of June, 1857, to the share certificates and 
securities of any foreign society, company, or undertak¬ 
ing, sold in the French market*, and further, by the law 
of the 30th of March, 1872, to the securities of any 
foreign town, province, corporation, or public esta¬ 
blishment. 

With reference to the power of compounding for 
stamp duties above mentioned, it may be observed that, 
by the law of the 5th of June, 1850, a similar privilege 
is granted to companies and others insuring against fire 
or hail; who are allowed to issue their policies on 
unstamped paper on payment of an annual duty, fixed 
at first at 2 centimes, and subsequently, by the law of 
the 2nd of July, 1862, at 3 centimes, per 1,000 francs 
of the amount insured by their outstanding policies; 
whilst companies and others insuring lives may pur¬ 
chase a similar immunity for their policies by paying 2 
francs per 1,000 on the annual payments made to them. 1 

An ad valorem duty of 50 centimes per 100 francs 

1 All the fire insurance companies avail themselves of this power to 
compound for stamp duties on their policies, and the tax is collected 
every six months on the basis of the capital assured as shown by the 
last balance-sheet. On the other hand, the life insurance companies 
prefer to have their forms of policies stamped as they require them, and 
accordingly, pay the duties imposed in respect of the size of paper used 
—timbre de dimension. 
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was also imposed, by the law of the 13th of May, 
1863, on the securities of any foreign government, 
if assigned, transferred or negotiated in France. This 
was raised in the following year, by the law of the 
8th of June, to 1 franc per 100 ; but the rate was 
found to be excessive, and was, therefore, considerably 
reduced in the year 1872, as hereafter mentioned. 1 

The contract notes of stockbrokers and agents are 
liable, under the law of the 2nd of July, 1862, to a 
duty having relation to**the amount of the sum in¬ 
volved in the transaction mentioned in the instrument 
—as follows : if 10,000 francs or under, 50 centimes ; 
if over 10,000 francs, 1 franc 50 centimes. 

The stamp duties, in common with most other taxes 
in France, have been raised in amount, with a view to 
meet the fiscal necessities consequent on recent disasters. 
By the law of the 23rd of August, 1871, these duties 
of every description (with the exception of the ad 
valorem duties on effets de commerce , which, as before 
stated, were thereby doubled) were increased by two 
additional decimes, that is, by one-fifth. 

The same law also imposed a duty of 10 centimes 
{Id. of our money) on all receipts of every description : 
with an exemption in favour of any receipt written on 
any cheque or bill of exchange liable to duty, any 
receipt for a sum of 10 francs or under, and certain 
other specified cases. This duty on receipts had been 
proposed in the year 1862, but a committee of the 
Corps Legislatif reported against it, on the ground 
that it was prejudicial to the interests of commerce. 

1 See page 133. 
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The duty may be expressed by an adhesive stamp, 
and may be charged against the debtor, instead of 
being, as under our stamp laws, payable by the 
creditor. 

By the same law, a tax of 10 centimes was also and 
imposed on all cheques, instruments which were spe- cheques ‘ 
cially exempted, under a law of the year 1865, from 
stamp duty during ten years. The stamp on a cheque 
must be an impressed stamp. 

The high rate of duty—1 franc per 100—imposed Reduction 
by the law of the 8th of June, 1864, on the securities of duties on 
any foreign government, being charged on the nominal Govern- 
value of the securities, ranged, in effect, in cases where ment . f . 
the securities were considerably below par, up to a tax in 1872 - 
of about 4 per cent, on the price of the securities, and 
the consequence was that the tax was extensively 
evaded by means of sales effected out of the regular 
market. From this cause (though the Mexican and 
Turkish Loans had the effect of considerably increasing 
the receipts for the years 1865, 1866, and 1870), the 
revenue from this source was inconsiderable. By the 
law of the 30th of March, 1872, more stringent re¬ 
gulations were enacted to secure payment of the tax, 
but immediately new difficulties arose, for it was ob¬ 
served that the high rate of duty if enforced was pro¬ 
hibitory, and France could ill afford, in the actual state 
of her credit, and in the presence of existing financial 
difficulties, to exclude foreign capital from her market. 

Under these circumstances, the duty was lowered to as 
near as possible an equivalent to our duties on foreign 
securities, and was reimposed by the law of the 25th 
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of May, 1872, at the rate of 1 franc 50 centimes 
for every 1,000 francs, or fractional part of 1,000 
francs, with a charge of 75 centimes up to and includ¬ 
ing 500 francs. At the same time, in imitation also 
of our fiscal laws, the charge, which previously ex¬ 
tended only to securities assigned, transferred or nego¬ 
tiated in France, was enlarged so as to embrace the 
first issue of any securities in that kingdom. These 
duties, it should be observed, are not subject to the 
two decimes of 1871. 

Adhesive stamps for stamp duties were first intro¬ 
duced in France in the year 1859, in imitation of those 
in use in Austria and this country, with permission to 
use them for denoting the duties on bills of exchange 
and commercial instruments coming from abroad. Since 
which the use of adhesive stamps has been allowed, 
as before observed, instead of the visa pour timbre , in 
the case both of the duties of dimension and the ad 
valorem duties. 

As regards the machinery of the tax. Provision is 
made to prevent the registration by any public official 
of any instrument not properly stamped, and no such 
instrument may be acted upon by any notary, officer, 
court, or judge; it is illegal to write more than one 
instrument (except in special cases) on one sheet 
of stamped paper, or to insert too many lines in a 
given space ; and numerous penalties are imposed for 
the purpose of securing compliance with the enact¬ 
ments. 

These penalties embrace—all the signataries in the 
case of instruments to which there are several parties; 
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the lender and the borrower in the case of obligations 
to pay money; the debtor and the creditor in the 
case of receipts; the master of the ship and the 
shipper of the goods in the case of bills of lading ; and 
every person who draws, accepts , first indorses, or who 
receives the money payable on any bill of exchange 
not duly stamped. All of whom are solidaires, that is, 
liable the one for the other, or, in case of necessity, 
one for all, in respect of the penalty imposed. 

The sale and distribution of stamped paper is limited Sale and 
(under penalty) to persons licensed by the Administra- u^of 1 ’ 
tion, and all stamped paper seized on the premises of Btamps ‘ 
persons trading therein without the requisite authoriza¬ 
tion is forfeited. 

The management of the tax is entrusted to the Theadmi- 
Department for Registration and the Domains. The cost of 0n ’ 
cost of collection is, according to M. de Parieu, about collectlon - 
3 per cent, on the sum collected. 

The foregoing observations are limited to the stamp Cau- 
duties in France (droits de timbre ), in the strict sense notices 
of the term, in accordance with the definition of stamp ^ e e of 
duties given at the commencement of this volume. th - for t 

^ going ob- 

For this reason no mention is made of the registra- servations - 
tion duties (droits d’enregistrement), which are not 
collected by means of stamps, but are paid directly 
into the hands of the officers of the revenue, who verify 
the payment of duty by signing a receipt on the in¬ 
strument. 

These duties, which yield a considerable revenue to 
the State, embrace several of the instruments corres¬ 
ponding to the principal contributaries to our revenue 
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from stamps, for instance—settlements and deeds of 
gift {contracts de marriage et donations ), exchanges, 
conveyances on sale, mortgages, and leases—and a 
great number of commercial and civil transactions : 
they are charged, for certain classes of instruments, at 
fixed sums, for others, at ad valorem rates: and they 
are imposed, in some cases, on instruments also liable 
to stamp duties, for instance—a bill of exchange duly 
stamped at the rate of 1 per 1,000, if protested, is 
liable to a registration duty of 50 centimes per 100 
francs, plus two decimes or one-fifth, viz., 6 francs per 
1,000 ; the double contribution to the revenue forming 
in such cases a heavy tax on the transaction. 

It is evident, therefore, that if the object in view 
were to institute a comparison between taxation in 
France and taxation in the United Kingdom, instead 
of being, as it is, to treat only of the stamp duties and 
timbre properly so termed, it would be necessaiy to 
take into consideration the droits denregistrement. 

Nor would this suffice, for a consideration of the 
registration duties on donations would necessitate a 
reference to our succession duties on settled property, 
which would, unavoidably, lead to an investigation 
of the duties charged in both countries on the devolu¬ 
tion of property on death ; the prospect expands in 
other directions, and 6 Alps on Alps arise; ’ in a word, 
the field of observation becomes extended far beyond 
the limits laid down as the scope of this volume. 
These limits were carefully defined in page 7, but as 
we have now travelled some distance from the place, 
this cautionary notice is here inserted— c to remind/ 
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PART VI. 


THE STAMP LAWS AT PRESENT IN FORCE IN THE 
UNITED KINGDOM, WITH EXPLANATORY NOTES 
AND APPENDICES. 

Preliminary Observations. 

1. Regarding the Statutory Law. 

The following observations, to some extent a repe¬ 
tition of what has, in substance, been stated in the 
preceding Parts of the volume, are given in explanation 
of the subject-matter of this Part. 

In the year 1870 the enactments relating to stamp 
duties in Great Britain and Ireland outstanding on the 
Statute Book, exclusive of enactments contained in 
Acts not otherwise relating to revenue, had to be 
searched for in over a hundred different Acts of 
Parliament ranging in date from the 5th of William 
and Mary to the year before mentioned. 

In that year a consolidation of the statutory law on 
the subject was effected, by means of three Acts of 
Parliament, in the following manner :— 

By the Act of 33 & 34 Viet., c. 99— 6 The Inland 
Revenue Repeal Act, 1870’ — all the outstanding 
enactments, with the exception of those relating to the 
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duties on policies of Marine Insurance, which had been 
consolidated in the year 1867, were repealed. 

By the Act of 33 & 34 Viet., c. 97—‘ The Stamp 
Act, 1870’ —the duties were regranted in a sche¬ 
dule applicable to the United Kingdom, the body of 
the Act containing in, practically, separate parts (1) 
some preliminary provisions, (2) the General Regula¬ 
tions of the stamp law, and (3) the Special Regulations 
applicable to particular descriptions of instruments. 

Whilst in the Act of 33 & 34 Viet., c. 98—‘ The 
Stamp Duties Management Act, 1870 ’—were embodied 
the enactments relating more especially to the adminis- 
tration of the tax. 

These three Acts received the Eoyal Assent on 
the 10th of August, 1870, and came into operation on 
the 1st of January, 1871. 

In the same year (1870) there was also passed a 
short Act, 33 & 34 Viet, c. 44, having reference to the 
duties on certain leases. 

The legislation on the subject subsequent to the 

year 1870 is contained in the following Acts, viz._34 

Viet, c. 4 ; 34 & 35 Viet, c. 103, s. 26, and the 
schedule so far as it relates to ‘ The Stamp Act, 1870; ’ 
and 35 & 36 Viet, c. 20, ss. 3 and 7. 

In the following pages the statutory law is presented 
m the form of two Acts, the first being ‘ The Stamp 
ct, 1870, on which are grafted the enactments 
ating to the duties on Marine Insurance before 

tL 1 *. 10ne( ^’ anc ^ ^ le enactments passed subsequently to 
e Act; the second being ‘The Stamp Duties Man¬ 
agement Act, 1870.’ 
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2. Regarding the Case Law . 

In supplement to the observations in reference to 
the statutory law, a few remarks may be added regard¬ 
ing the case law on the subject. 

The judicial decisions on points connected with 
stamp duties, contained in the case-books, are very 
numerous. This will be seen on turning to the Tables 
of Cases in the different editions of Chitty’s Stamp 
Laws , which all refer to considerably more than 500 
cases, and the similar Table to Mr. Tilsley’s Treatise 
on the Stamp Laws (edition of 1854), which men¬ 
tions above 1,200 cases; to which must be added a 
number of decisions reported since the year 1854, 
and not included in those Tables. 

On reference, however, to the cases themselves, it 
will be observed that of the decisions in question many 
are overruled by subsequent decisions; whilst some 
relate to heads of duty since repealed and not re¬ 
enacted ; some to particular forms of charge, or parti¬ 
cular features of the previously existing law, since 
wholly remodelled; and some to .defects in the law 
subsequently remedied by special enactment, for not 
unfrequently, in the history of the Stamp Duties, a single 
amending clause in an Act of Parliament has swept 
away a whole line of cases. 

Again, some of the decisions in question are merely 
obiter dicta —opinions given on points not immediately 
under consideration ; others were given in cases where 
it is clear that the question was not fully argued and 
the material points were not brought to the notice of 
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the Court—a circumstance which has not unfrequently 
happened, in consequence of the intricacy of the Stamp 
Laws and the absence of any counsel representing the 
revenue; and not a few relate to cases where the fiscal 
question seems to have been raised merely, as it were, 
by a side-wind. 

Again, as might be expected from the nature of the 
subject matter, many of the decisions in question have 
reference to instruments so special in form, or evidenc¬ 
ing transactions so exceptional in character, that, in 
the absence of all probability of the recurrence of 
similar circumstances, the particular decision appears 
limited, in its application, to the particular case which 
evoked it, and incapable of quotation as a general pre¬ 
cedent without danger of misleading. 

And again, we find many a decision recorded on 
some point or another, which, simplex munditiis —of a 
very simple kind of 6 nicety ’—was indeed raised, but 
was decided either without argument, as incapable of 
it, or at any rate without a shadow of difficulty. Ex¬ 
cept in a list professedly exhaustive of all decisions on 
points connected with stamp duties, it would be more 
advantageous to repeat the plain words of the charge 
as given in the taxing statute, than to quote any de¬ 
cision of this description. 

In short, a careful consideration of the cases to 
which the decisions in question relate proves that the 
decisions really useful in construing the enactments 
in force previous to the commencement of the Stamp 
Acts of 1870, were very few in proportion to their 
number ; and when the winnowing process is continued 
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with special reference to the legislation of that year,— 
which was in many particulars a re-enactment of the 
substance of the pre-existing statutory law and case law 
combined, in others a measure of amendment altering 
the law, and which reimposed the duties in terms 
differing materially from the enactments previously in 
force on which the decisions were grounded,—it will 
be found that scarcely any of the antecedent decisions 
are of practical utility in the construction of the law as 
now amended altered and simplified, in its application 
to instruments of an ordinary kind. 

For these reasons comparatively few cases are 
quoted in the notes to this part of the volume. 
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PART I. 


PRELIMINARY PROVISIONS. 

Short Title and commencement of Act. 

1. This Act may be cited as 6 The Stamp Act, 1870,’ and shall 
come into operation on the 1st day of January 1871, which date 
is hereinafter referred to as the commencement of this Act. 

Interpretation of Terms. 

2 . In the construction and for the purposes of this Act the 
following words have the meanings by this section assigned to them, 
unless it is otherwise provided, or there be something in the 
context repugnant thereto: 

(1) 6 The Commissioners’ means the Commissioners of Inland 

Revenue: 

(2) ‘ Material ’ means and includes every sort of material upon 

which words or figures can be expressed: 

(3) ‘Write,’ 6 written,’ and ‘writing’ include every mode 

in which words or figures can be expressed upon material: 

(4) ‘ Instrument ’ means and includes every written document: 

(5) 6 Stamp ’ means as well a stamp impressed by means of a 

die as an adhesive stamp : 

(6) 6 Stamped,’ with reference to instruments and material, 

applies as well to instruments and material impressed 
with stamps by means of a die as to instruments and 
material having adhesive stamps affixed thereto: 

L 
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(7) 4 Executed ’ and ‘execution,’ with reference to instruments 

not imder seal, mean signed and signature: 

(8) ‘Money’ includes all sums expressed in British or in any 

foreign or colonial currency: 

(9) ‘ Stock ’ means and includes any share in any stocks or 

funds transferable at the Bank of England or at the Bank 
of Ireland, and India promissory notes, and any share in the 
stocks or funds of any foreign or colonial state or govern¬ 
ment, or in the capital stock or funded debt of any 
company, corporation, or society in the United Kingdom, 
or of any foreign or colonial company, corporation, or 
society: 

(10) ‘Marketable security ’ means a security of such a descrip¬ 

tion as to be capable of being sold in any stock market 
in the United Kingdom : 

(11) ‘Person’ includes company, corporation, and society: 

(12) ‘ Steward’ of a manor includes deputy steward. 


Grant of Duties. 

3 . From the commencement of this Act, and subject to the 
exemptions contained in the schedule to this Act, and in any other 
Acts for the time being in force, 1 there shall be charged for the 
use of Her Majesty, her heirs and successors, upon the several 
instruments specified in the schedule to this Act, the several duties 
in the said schedule specified, and no other duties. 2 


1 This reservation of the exemptions contained in other Acts, has more 
especially in view those contained in Acts not relating to stamp duties, 
for a list of which see Appendix. 

2 The effect of these words is to repeal the duties imposed by any 
previous enactment not otherwise expressly repealed on any instrument 
which falls within the terms of any charge in this Act; for instance, the 
duty of Id. imposed by the 28 Viet., c. 30, schedule B, on any note or 
memorandum on the deposit of money for a fire insurance policy, which 
by virtue of the definition in section 117 of this Act falls within the 
charge on any policy of insurance. 
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Adjustive Provision regarding Instruments charged with the 
Duty of Thirty-five shillings. 

4. Any instrument which by any Act heretofore passed, and not 
relating to stamp duties, is specifically charged with the duty of 
thirty-five shillings, shall, from and after the commencement of 
this Act, be chargeable only with the duty of ten shillings in lieu 
of the said duty of thirty-five shillings. 1 

Instruments relating to property belonging to the Crown. 

5 . Except where express provision to the contrary is made by 
this or any other Act, an instrument relating to property belonging 
to the Crown, or being the private property of the Sovereign, is 
to be charged with the same duty as an instrument of the same 
kind relating to property belonging to a subject. 

Application of the Regulations of this Act , to all Duties present 
and future. 

6 . (1) All stamp duties which may from time to time be charge¬ 
able by law upon any instruments are to be paid and denoted 
according to the general and special regulations in this Act con¬ 
tained. 2 

The Schedule. 

6 . (2) The schedule, and everything therein contained, is to 
be read and construed as part of this Act. 


1 This alteration in the amount of duty corresponds with that effected 
by this Act in the charge on any ‘ deed not otherwise described.’ 

2 This enactment renders it unnecessary to continue the practice 
which formerly prevailed of inserting in any Act granting new duties 
a clause to the effect that the provisions of the existing stamp laws 
should apply to them. 
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GENERAL REGULATIONS. 

How Instruments are to be written and stamped. 

7 . (1) Every instrument written upon stamped material is to 
be written in such manner, and every instrument partly or wholly 
written before being stamped is to be so stamped, that the stamp 
may appear on the face of the instrument, and cannot be used for 
or applied to any other instrument written upon the same piece of 
material. 

Several Instruments on the same paper. 

7 . (2) If more than one instrument be written upon the same 
piece of material, every one of such instruments is to be sepa¬ 
rately and distinctly stamped with the duty with which it is 
chargeable. 

Instruments relating to distinct matters, or for a consideration 

the subject of ad valorem duty , and a further consideration. 

8 . Except where express provision to the contrary is made 
by this or any other Act, 

(1) An instrument containing or relating to several distinct 
matters is to be separately and distinctly charged, as if it 
were a separate instrument, with duty in respect of each 
of such matters. 

(2) An instrument made for any consideration or considera¬ 
tions in respect whereof it is chargeable with ad valorem 
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duty, and also for any further or other valuable considera¬ 
tion or considerations, is to be charged with duty in respect 
of such last-mentioned consideration or considerations as 
if it were a separate instrument made for such considera¬ 
tion or considerations only. 

Valuation of Money in foreign currency , Stock , and Marketable 
Securities. 

II. 1 Where an instrument is chargeable with ad valorem duty 
in respect of any money in any foreign or colonial currency, such 
duty shall be calculated on the value of such money in British 
currency according to the current rate of exchange on the day 
of the date of the instrument. 

1Z. Where an instrument is chargeable with ad valorem duty 
in respect of any stock or of any marketable security, such duty 
shall be calculated on the value of such stock or security accord¬ 
ing to the average price thereof on the day of the date of the 
instrument. 

13 . Where an instrument contains a statement of current rate 
of exchange, or average price, as the case may require, and is 
stamped in accordance with such statement, it is, so far as 
regards the subject matter of such statement, to be deemed duly 
stamped, unless or until it is shown that such statement is 
untrue, and that the instrument is in fact insufficiently stamped. 2 

The denoting Stamp. 

14. Where the duty with which an instrument is chargeable 
depends in any manner upon the duty paid upon another instru¬ 
ment, the payment of such last-mentioned duty shall, if applica- 


1 For s. 9, see p. 154 ; and for s. 10, see p. 156. 

2 The object of this, which is a new provision, is to induce a practice 
of inserting in instruments a statement of the rate or price which 
regulates the amount of duty payable. In the absence of any such 
statement it is difficult, after the lapse of any considerable time, to 
form any idea whether the instrument is sufficiently stamped or not. 
Compare Special Regulations for Settlements, s. 124 (2) of the Act. 
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tion be made to the Commissioners for that purpose, and on 
production of both the instruments, be denoted in such manner 
as the Commissioners think fit upon such first-mentioned instiu- 
ment. 1 

Instruments submitted for the opinion of the Commissioners , 
and the Adjudication Stamp. 

Ifc. 2 (1) Subject to such regulations as the Commissioners may 
think fit to make, the Commissioners may be required by any 
person to express their opinion with reference to any executed 
instrument upon the following questions: 

(а) Whether it is chargeable with any duty: 

(б) With what amount of duty it is chargeable. 

(2) If the Commissioners are of opinion that the instrument 
is not chargeable with any duty, such instrument may be stamped 
with a particular stamp denoting that it is not chargeable with 
any duty. 

(3) If the Commissioners are of opinion that the instrument is 
chargeable with duty, they shall assess the duty with which it 
is in their opinion chargeable, and if or when the instrument is 
duly stamped in accordance with the assessment of the Com¬ 
missioners, it may be also stamped with a particular stamp denoting 
that it is duly stamped. 3 

(4) Every instrument stamped with the particular stamp 
denoting either that it is not chargeable with any duty, or is duly 
stamped, shall be admissible in evidence, and available for all 
purposes notwithstanding any objection relating to duty. 

(5) Provided as follows : 

(a) An instrument upon which the duty has been assessed 
by the Commissioners shall not, if it is unstamped or 
insufficiently stamped, be stamped otherwise than in 
accordance with the assessment of the Commissioners : 


1 In practice this provision is construed liberally. 

2 For ss. 15, 16, and 17, see pp. 154, 155. 

3 This stamp has a pink ground, and is easily distinguished from 
other stamps. 
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(b) Nothing in this section contained extends to any instru¬ 
ment chargeable with duty, and made as a security for 
money or stock without limit: 1 

(c) Nothing in this section contained shall be deemed to 
authorise the stamping after the execution thereof of any 
instrument prohibited by law from being so stamped. 2 

19 - (1) Any person who is dissatisfied with the assessment of 
the Commissioners made in pursuance of the last preceding 
section may, within twenty-one days after the date of such as¬ 
sessment, and on payment of duty in conformity therewith, 
appeal against such assessment to Her Majesty’s Court of 
Exchequer in England, Scotland, or Ireland, according to the 
country in which the case has arisen, and may for that purpose 
require the Commissioners to state and sign a case, setting forth 
the question upon which their opinion was required, and the 
assessment made by them. 

(2) The Commissioners shall thereupon state and sign a case 
accordingly, and deliver the same to the person by whom it is 
required, and on his application such case may be set down for 
hearing in the proper court. 

(3) Upon the hearing of such case 3 (due notice of which is to 
be given to the Commissioners) the court shall determine the 
question submitted, and, if the instrument in question is in the 
opinion of the court chargeable with any duty, shall assess the duty 
with which it is so chargeable. 

(4) If it is decided by the court that the assessment of the 
Commissioners is erroneous, any excess of duty which may have 
been paid in conformity with such erroneous assessment, together 
with any penalty which may have been paid in consequence thereof, 

1 See Special Regulations as to Mortgages, s. 107 (2). 

2 A fist of instruments which are not to be stamped after execu¬ 
tion is given in the Appendix. 

3 In arguing these cases the appellant begins, the counsel for the 
Crown follows, and after the reply of the appellant, the Crown has a 
right to reply. See The Marquis of Chandos v. The Commissioners of 
Inland Revenue , 6 Exch. Rep. 464. This is now the settled practice. 
Only one counsel on each side is heard. 
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shall be ordered by the court to be repaid by the Commissioners 
to the appellant, together with the costs incurred by him in re- 
lation to the appeal. 

(5) But if the assessment of the Commissioners is confirmed by 
the court, the costs incurred by the Commissioners in relation 
to the appeal shall be ordered by the court to be paid by the 
appellant to the Commissioners. 1 * 3 

Powers of the Commissioners in relation to questions of stamp 

duty , 1 

ZO. (1) In any case of application to the Commissioners with 
reference to any instrument the Commissioners may require to 
be furnished with an abstract of the instrument, and also with 
such evidence as they may deem necessary, in order to show to 
their satisfaction whether all the facts and circumstances affecting 
the liability of the instrument to duty, or the amount of the 
duty chargeable thereon, are fully and truly set forth therein, and 
may refuse to proceed upon any such application until such ab¬ 
stract and evidence has been furnished accordingly. 

(2) Provided that no affidavit or statutory declaration made in 
pursuance of this section shall be used against any person making 
the same in any proceeding whatever, except in an inquiry as to 
the duty with which the instrument to which it relates is charge¬ 
able ; and every person by whom any such affidavit or declaration 
is made shall, on payment of the full duty with which the 
instrument to which it relates is chargeable, be relieved from any 
penalty, forfeiture, or disability he may have incurred by reason 
of the omission to state truly in such instrument any of the facts 
or circumstances aforesaid. 

1 The reasons for the introduction of the adjudication stamp, and the 

subsequent alterations in the law, are stated in Part III., page 112. 

3 It will be observed that these powers are general, extending to 
all cases where application is made to the Commissioners, and not, as 
has been suggested with reference to the position of the section in the 
Act, only to cases where the Commissioners are required to express 
their opinion by means of the adjudication (including the exempt) 
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Provisions relating more particularly to Stamps and 
Stamping. 

General rule , impressed stamps . 

23 . 1 Except where express provision is made to the contrary, all 
duties are to be denoted by impressed stamps only. 

Adhesive stamps , 1 2 cancellation , frauds . 

* 4 .( 1 ) An instrument the duty upon which is required, or 
permitted by law, to be denoted by an adhesive stamp, is not 
to be deemed duly stamped with an adhesive stamp unless the 
person required by law to cancel such adhesive stamp cancels the 
same by writing on or across the stamp his name or initials , 
or the name or initials of his firm, together with the true date of 
his so writing , so that the stamp may be effectually cancelled, and 
rendered incapable of being used for any other instrument, or 
unless it is otherwise proved that the stamp appearing on the 
instrument was affixed thereto at the proper time. 

(2) Every person who, being required by law to cancel an ad¬ 
hesive stamp, wilfully neglects or refuses duly and effectually to 
do so in manner aforesaid, shall forfeit the sum of ten pounds. 

25 . Any person who— 

(1) Fraudulently removes or causes to be removed from any 
instrument any adhesive stamp, or affixes any adhesive 
stamp which has been so removed to any other instru¬ 
ment with intent that such stamp may be used again ; 

(2) Sells or offers for sale, or utters, any adhesive stamp which 
has been so removed, or utters any instrument having 
thereon any adhesive stamp which has to his knowledge 
been so removed as aforesaid ; 

(3) Practises or is concerned in any fraudulent act, contrivance, 


1 For ss. 21 and 22, see p. 156. 

2 A list of instruments for which adhesive stamps may be used is 
given in the Appendix. The case of foreign bills and notes is specially 
provided for. See s. 51 of the Act. 
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or device not specially provided for, with intent to de¬ 
fraud Her Majesty, her heirs or successors, of any duty, 

shall forfeit, over and above any other penalty to which he may 
be liable, the sum of fifty pounds. 

Appropriated stamps. 

9 . (1) A stamp which by any word or words on the face of it is 
appropriated 1 to any particular description of instrument is not 
to be used, or if used, is not to be available, for an instrument 
of any other description. 

(2) An instrument falling under the particular description to 
which any stamp is so appropriated as aforesaid is not to he 
deemed duly stamped, unless it is stamped with the stamp so 
appropriated. 

Stamping executed instruments. 

15 . (1) Except where express provision to the contrary is made 
by this or any other Act, any unstamped or insufficiently stamped 
instrument may be stamped after the execution thereof, on pay¬ 
ment of the unpaid duty and a penalty of ten pounds, and also by 
way of further penalty, where the unpaid duty exceeds ten pounds, 
of interest on such duty, at the rate of five pounds per centum per 
annum, from the day upon which the instrument was first executed 
up to the time when such interest is equal in amount to the un¬ 
paid duty. 

And the payment of any penalty or penalties is to he denoted 
on the instrument by a particular stamp. 

(2) Provided as follows : 

(а) Any unstamped or insufficiently stamped instrument, 
which has been first executed at any place out of the 
United Kingdom, may be stamped, at any time within 
two months after it has been first received in the 
United Kingdom, on payment of the unpaid duty only. 

(б) The Commissioners may, if they think fit, at any time 


A list of appropriated stamps is given in the Appendix. 
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within twelve months after the first execution of any 
instrument, remit the penalty or penalties, or any part 
thereof. 

Provisions for securing the Duties. 

Subject to provisions for payment of duty and penalties on pro¬ 
duction in evidence in Court , instruments not duly stamped 
declared inadmissible except in criminal proceedings . 

16. (1) Upon the production of an instrument chargeable with 
any duty as evidence in any court of civil judicature in any part 
of the United Kingdom, the officer whose duty it is to read the 
instrument shall call the attention of the judge to any omission 
or insufficiency of the stamp thereon, and if the instrument is 
one which may legally be stamped after the execution thereof, it 
may, on payment to the officer of the amount of the unpaid duty, 
and the penalty payable by law on stamping the same as aforesaid, 
and of a further sum of one pound, be received in evidence, saving 
all just exceptions on other groimds. 

(2) The officer receiving the said duty and penalty shall give a 
receipt for the same, and make an entry in a book kept for that 
purpose of the payment and of the amount thereof, and shall 
communicate to the Commissioners the name or title of the 
cause or proceeding in which, and of the party from whom, he 
received the said duty and penalty, and the date and description 
of the instrument, and shall pay over to the Receiver-General of 
Inland Revenue, or to such other person as the Commissioners 
may appoint, the money received by him for the said duty and 
penalty. 

^3) Upon production to the Commissioners of any instrument 
in respect of which any duty or penalty has been paid as aforesaid, 
together with the receipt of the said officer, the payment of 
such duty and penalty shall be denoted on such instrument accord¬ 
ingly. 

17 . Save and except as aforesaid, no instrument executed in 
any part of the United Kingdom , or relating , wheresoever 
executed , to any property situate , or to any matter or thing 
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done or to be done , in any part of the United Kingdom shall, 
except in criminal proceedings, be pleaded or given in evidence, 
or admitted to be good, useful, or available in law or equity, 
unless it is duly stamped in accordance with the law in force at 
the time when it was first executed. 

Powers to inspect records and documents in the custody 
of public officers . 

Zl.(l) All public officers having in their custody any rolls, 
books, records, papers, documents, or proceedings, the inspection 
whereof may tend to secure any duty, or to the proof or discovery 
of any fraud or omission in relation to any duty, shall at all 
seasonable times permit any person thereunto authorized by the 
Commissioners to inspect all such rolls, books, records, papers, 
documents, and proceedings, and to take such notes and extracts 
as he may deem necessary, without fee or reward. 

(2) Every person who refuses to permit such inspection shall 
for every such refusal forfeit the sum of ten pounds. 

Obligations imposed on registrars—Penalty far neglect. 

^ an J person whose office it is to enrol, register, or enter 
in or upon any rolls, books, or records any instrument chargeable 
with any duty, enrols, registers, or enters any such instrument 
not being duly stamped, he shall forfeit the sum of ten pounds. 


Obligations imposed on persons executing or preparing 
instruments liable to ad valorem duty. 

10 . All the facts and circumstances affecting the liability of 
any instrument to ad valorem duty, or the amount of the ad 
valorem duty with which any instrument is chargeable, are to 
be fully and truly set forth in the instrument; and every person 


a ,lJ h V W ° r f*, here Printed in italics are most important, as, in effect, 

charge “111, SC ° Pe ° f ^ StMn P tax “ the area of the duty 

& • On this subject see observations in Part III., page 115. 
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who, with intent to defraud Her Majesty, or her heirs or successors, 

(1) Executes any instrument in which all the said facts and 
circumstances are not fully and truly set forth ; 

(2) Being employed or concerned in or about the preparation 
of any instrument, neglects or omits fully and truly to 
set forth therein all the said facts and circumstances ; 

shall forfeit the sum of ten pounds. 1 

Misappropriation of moneys received to pay duty—Method of 
recovery . 

2»8 . (1) Every person who, having received any sum of money 
as or for the duty upon or in respect of any instrument, neglects 
or omits to appropriate such money to the due payment of such 
duty, or otherwise improperly withholds or detains the same, shall 
be accountable for the amount of such duty, and the same shall be 
a debt from him to Her Majesty, her heirs or successors, and 
recoverable as such accordingly. 

(2) The Court of Exchequer in England, Scotland, or Ireland 
may, upon application to be made for that purpose on behalf of 
the Commissioners, upon such affidavit as may appear sufficient, 
grant a rule requiring any such person as aforesaid, or the officer 
of any court, or the executor or administrator of such person or 
officer, to show cause why he should not deliver to the Com¬ 
missioners an account upon oath of all duties and sums of money 
received by such person or officer, and why the same should not 
be forthwith paid to the Receiver-General of Inland Revenue, or 
to such other person as the Commissioners may appoint to re¬ 
ceive the same; and the court may make absolute any such rule, 
and enforce by attachment or otherwise the payment of any such 
duties or sums of money as on such proceedings may appear to be 
due, together with the costs of the proceedings. 


1 With reference to the scope of the provisions similar to these con¬ 
tained in the previous stamp acts, and the amount of penalty, see 
observations on page 103. 
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Miscellaneous Provisions. 

Recovery of penalties—Powers of the Commissioners in relation 
to proceedings and penalties. 

26 .( 1 ) Penalties incurred under this Act are to be sued for 
by information in the Court of Exchequer, in England in the 
name of the Attorney-General for England, in Scotland in the 
name of the Lord Advocate, and in Ireland in the name of the 
Attorney-General for Ireland, and may be recovered with full costs 
of suit. 

(2) The Commissioners may, at their discretion, mitigate or 
stay or compound proceedings for any penalty, and reward any 
person who may inform them of any offence against this Act, or 
assist in the recovery of any penalty. 

Affidavits and declarations under the Stamp Act—how to be 

made . 

2m7. Any affidavit or declaration to be made in pursuance or 
for the purposes of this Act may be made before any of the Com¬ 
missioners, or any officer or person authorized by them in that 
behalf, or before a person appointed to administer oaths in the 
Court of Chancery in England or Ireland, or before any person 
commissioned to take affidavits by the Court of Session in Scot¬ 
land, or before any justice of the peace or notary public in any 
part of the United Kingdom, or at any place out of the United 
Kingdom before any person duly authorised to administer oaths 
there. 
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DUTIES. 

ADMISSION in England, Scotland, or Ireland of any 
person— 

As an advocate in any court 

Exemption. 

Where a person has been duly admitted as an advo¬ 
cate in any court in England, Scotland, or Ireland, 
his admission as an advocate in any other court 
in the same country is exempt from duty. 

And see sections 29 and 30. 

ADMISSION in England or Ireland of any person— 
To the degree of barrister-at-law. 

If he has been previously duly admitted to the 
said degree in Ireland, or in England, as the 
case may be 

In any other case .... 

And see sections 29, 30, and 31. 

ADMISSION of any person— 

To be a member of either of the four Inns of Court 
in England, or a student of the Society of King’s 
Inns in Dublin ..... 

Exemptions. 

(1) Where a person has been duly admitted a mem¬ 

ber of one of the Inns of Court in England, 
his admission as a member of any other of 
the said Inns is exempt from duty. 

(2) Where a person has been duly admitted a stu- 


£ s. d. 

50 0 0 


10 0 0 
50 0 0 

25 0 0 
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Admissions generally. 

29. The duty payable upon an admission is to be denoted on 
the instrument of admission delivered to the person admitted, if 
there be any such instrument, or if not, on the register, entry, or 
memorandum of the admission in the rolls, books, or records of the 
court, inn, college, borough, burgh, company, corporation, guild, 
or society in which the admission is made, and in cases in 
which no instrument of admission is delivered, and no register, 
entry, or memorandum is made, on the rescript or warrant for 
admission. 

30. If any person whose office it is to prepare or deliver out 
any instrument of admission chargeable with any duty, or to 
register, enter, or make any memorandum of any admission in 
respect of which no instrument of admission is delivered to the 
person admitted, neglects or refuses, within one month after the 
admission, to prepare a duly stamped instrument of admission, or 
to make a proper and duly stamped register, entry, or memo¬ 
randum of the admission, as the case may require, he shall forfeit 
the sum of ten pounds. 

Admissions to the Degree of a Barrister-at-Law in Ireland , and 
of Students to the Society of King's Inns , Dublin. 

31. Distinct accounts are to be kept of the sums following; 
that is to say: 

(1) Ten pounds, part of the duty of fifty pounds payable on 
the admission to the degree of a barrister-at-law in Ireland 
of a person not previously admitted to that degree in 
England: 


M 
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DUTIES. 

dent of the Society of King’s Inns in Dublin, 
liis admission as a member of any of the Inns 
of Court in England is exempt from duty. 
And see sections 29, 30, 31, and 32. 

ADMISSION of any person— 

To be a member of either of the Societies commonly 
called Inns of Chancery in England 
And see sections 29 and 30. 

ADMISSION in England or Ireland of any person— 
As an attorney, solicitor, or proctor in any court . 

Exemption. 

Where a person has been duly admitted as an attor¬ 
ney, solicitor, or proctor in any court in England 
or Ireland, his admission to act in either of those 
capacities in any other court in the same country 
is exempt from duty. 

And see sections 29 and 30. 

ADMISSION in Scotland of any person— 

(1) As a writer to the signet, or as a solicitor, agent, 

or attorney in the Court of Session, Justiciary, 
or Commission of Teinds : 

If he has previously paid the sum of 60L 
for duty upon his articles of clerkship . 
If he has been previously duly admitted as 
a procurator or solicitor in any inferior 
court ..... 
In any other case .... 

(2) As a procurator or solicitor in any inferior court: 

If he has previously paid the sum of 2s. 6cZ. 

for duty on his articles of clerkship 
In any other case .... 

Exemptions. 

(1) Where a person has been duly admitted as a 
writer to the signet, or as a solicitor, agent, 


£ s. d. 

3 0 0 

25 0 0 


25 0 0 

30 0 0 

85 0 0 

54 17 6 

55 0 0 
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(2) Ten pounds, payable for duty on the like admission of a 
person who has been previously admitted to the said 
degree in England: 

(3) Ten pounds, part of the duty payable on the admission 
of a student into the Society of King’s Inns, Dublin: 

And the said sums are respectively to be paid over by the 
Receiver General of Inland Revenue to the treasurer of the Society 
of King’s Inns, Dublin, to be applied by him according to the 
directions of the said society. 

32 . If any person, who has been duly admitted a member of 
one of the Inns of Court in England, is afterwards duly admitted 
a student of the Society of King’s Inns in Dublin, the duty 
paid by him in respect of his former admission is, on application 
made within six months after the last admission, to be allowed and 
returned to him. 


Sections 29 and 30 are printed on page 161. 
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DUTIES. 

or attorney in the Court of Session, Justiciary, 
or Commission of Teinds, his admission to act 
in either of those capacities in any other of 
the said courts, or as a procurator or solicitor 
in any inferior court, is exempt from duty. 

(2) Where a person has been duly admitted as a 
procurator or solicitor in any inferior court, 
his admission as a procurator or solicitor in 
any other inferior court is exempt from duty. 

And see sections 29 and 30. 

ADMISSION to act as a notary public. 

See Faculty. 

ADMISSION of any person— 

As a Fellow of the College of Physicians in England, 
Scotland, or Ireland .... 

And see sections 29 and 30. 

ADMISSION to the degree of doctor of medicine in 
either of the universities in Scotland 

And see sections 29 and 30. 

ADMISSION in England or Ireland of any person— 

As a burgess, or into any corporation or company, 
in any city, borough, or town corporate. 

In respect of birth, apprenticeship, or marriage, 
or, in Ireland, in respect of being engaged 
in any trade, mystery, or handicraft 
Upon any other ground 

Exemptions. 

Admission of any person to the freedom of the city 
of London by redemption. 

Admission of any person entitled to take up his 
freedom by birth or servitude in any city or 


25 0 0 


10 0 0 


1 0 0 
3 0 0 
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Sections 29 and 30 are printed on page 161, 


Sections 29 and 30 are printed on page 161. 


Sections 29 and 30 are printed on page 161. 
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DUTIES. 

£ s. dt 

borough in England, returning a member or 
members to serve in Parliament. 1 

And see sections 29 and 30. 

ADMISSION in Scotland of any person— 

As a burgess, or into any corporation or company, 

in any burgh . • • * .050 

Exemption . 

Admission of a craftsman or other person into any 
corporation within any royal burgh, burgh of 
royalty, or burgh of barony incorporated by the 
magistrates and council of such burgh, provided 
such craftsman or other person has been pre¬ 
viously duly admitted a freeman or burgess of 
the burgh. 

And see sections 29 and 30. 

ADMISSION to ecclesiastical benefices in Scotland. 

See Appointment, &c., to ecclesiastical benefices. 

ADMISSION and APPOINTMENT or GRANT by 
any writing— 

To or of any office or employment— 2 

Where the annual salary, fees, or emoluments 
appertaining to such office or employment do 
not exceed 100 1. . . . .2 0 0 

Exceed 100£. and do not exceed 150£. . .400 

1 This exemption is contained in the Act of the 1 & 2 Viet. c. 35, and 
the recital to the Act is in the following terms :—‘ Whereas the right 
and privilege of the freemen of the cities and boroughs in England, who 
have acquired their freedom by birth or servitude, to vote for members 
to serve in Parliament, have been confirmed by divers statutes; it is 
expedient that all impediments to the admission of persons entitled to 
the freedom of corporations should be removed, and that the stamp 

duty payable on such admission should be abolished.’ The admission 
of any burgess according to the provisions of the Municipal Corpora- 
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Sections 29 and 30 are printed on page 161. 


Sections 29 and 30 are printed on page 161. 


Admissions or Appointments to and Grants of Offices or 
Employments . 

33 . The fees and emoluments appertaining to any office or 
employment are, when practicable, to be estimated according to 
the average amount thereof for three years preceding the date of 
the admission, appointment, or grant, and in other cases according 
to the best information that can be obtained. 


tions Act, England and Wales, and the admission of any burgess or 
freeman according to the provisions of the Municipal Corporations 
Act, Ireland, are also exempted. See the List of Acts not otherwise 
relating to revenue which contain exemptions from stamp duty, 
given in the Appendix. 

2 As to the duty on any commission in the army, the Royal 
Marines, or the Navy, and any commission granted by the Com¬ 
missioners of Inland Revenue or of Customs, see head ‘ Commission.’ 
As to appointments to ecclesiastical benefices, see head ‘ Appointment.’ 
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Exemptions. 

(1) Admission proceeding upon a duly stamped ap- 

pointment or grant. 

(2) First appointment of any person to the office 

or employment of out-door officer, boatman, 
waterman, or watchman in the service of the 
Customs. 

(3) Periodical re-admission or re-appointment to 

any office or employment of any person who 
has been once duly admitted to such office or 
employment. 

And see sections 29, 30, 33, 34, and 35. 

AFFIDAVIT, or STATUTOEY DECLAEATION 
made under the provisions of 5 & 6 Will. IV. 
c. 62 . . . . .0 2 6 


Exemptions . 

(1) Affidavit made for the immediate purpose of 

being filed, read, or used in any court, or be¬ 
fore any judge, master, or officer of any court. 

(2) Affidavit or declaration made upon a requisition 

of the commissioners of any public board of 
revenue, or any of the officers acting under 
them, or required by law, and made before any 
justice of the peace. 

(3) Affidavit or declaration which may be required 

at the Bank of England or the Bank of Ire¬ 
land to prove the death of any proprietor of 
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34 . Where any office or employment is granted anew to any 
person upon the revocation of any former grant thereof or appoint¬ 
ment thereto, in respect of which the proper duty has been paid, 
no duty is to be charged on the grant or appointment by way 
of renewal, unless the salary, fees, and emoluments of the office 
or employment are in any manner augmented, and in that case 
duty is to be charged on such last-mentioned grant or appoint¬ 
ment in proportion to the amount of the augmentation only. 

35. Upon the promotion of any person from any office or 
employment in Her Majesty’s Customs, in respect of which he has 
paid the proper duty, to any other office or employment therein, 
the appointment of such person to the office or employment to 
which he is so promoted is to be charged with duty in respect only 
of any augmentation in his salary, fees, and emoluments. 1 


Sections 29 and 30 are printed on page 161; section 33 is 
printed on page 167. 


1 This provision is inapplicable to appointments by commission or 
deputation granted by the Commissioners of Customs, which are now 
liable to a fixed duty of 1 1. 10s. See 35 & 36 Yict. c. 20, s. 3; and 
post. p. 200. 



170 


DUTIES AND SPECIAL REGULATIONS. 


DUTIES. 

£ s. d. 

any stock transferable there, or to identify 
the person of any such proprietor, or to 
remove any other impediment to the transfer 
of any such stock. 

(4) Affidavit or declaration relating to the loss, 

mutilation, or defacement of any bank note or 
bank post bill. 

(5) Declaration required to be made pursuant to 

any Act relating to marriages in order to a 
marriage without licence. 

AGREEMENT or CONTRACT, accompanied with a 
deposit. 

See Mortgage, &c., and section 105. 

AGREEMENT for a lease or tack, or for any letting. 

See Lease or Tack, and section 96. 

AGREEMENT or CONTRACT made or entered into 
pursuant to the Highway Acts for or relating to 
the making, maintaining, or repairing of high¬ 
ways . . . . . .006 

AGREEMENT, or any MEMORANDUM of an 
AGREEMENT, made in England or Ireland 
under hand only, 1 or made in Scotland without any 
clause of registration, and not otherwise specifi¬ 
cally charged with any duty, whether the same 
be only evidence of a contract, or obligatory upon 
the parties from its being a written instrument. 2 0 0 6 

1 ‘Under hand only,’ that is, not under seal, in opposition to 
instruments under seal. ‘ The words that follow “ or made in Scotland 
without any cause of registration,” show this to bo the true construc¬ 
tion. An instrument with a clause of registration in Scotland having 
the same force as an instrument under seal in England or Ireland. It 
is a more solemn mode of contracting,’ per Coltman, J., in Chadwick v. 
Clarice , 1 C. B., 700. 

2 A mere acknowledgment, as of having received money by hill 
for a particular purpose ( Watkins v Hewlett , 1 B. & B. I,, and sec also 
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Section 105 is printed opposite Mortgage. 
Section 96 is printed opposite Lease. 


Agreements. 

36- The duty of sixpence upon an agreement may be denoted by 
an adhesive stamp, which is to be cancelled by the person by whom 
the agreement is first executed. 


Tomkins v. Ashby , 6 B. & C., 541, and Huxley v. O'Connor , 8 Car. &P., 
204) ; a simple I.O.U., which merely amounts to an acknowledgment 
of an antecedent debt, and does not in itself contain the contract 
between the parties ( Beeching v. Westbrook , 8 M. & W., 412) ; a mere 
proposal, unaccepted ( Hawkins v. Warre , 3 B. & C., 690, and see 
Doe d. Bingham v. Cartwright , 3 B. & Aid., 326, and Penniford v. 
Hamilton , 2 Stark, 475) ; a mere cognovit without any matter of 
agreement ( Morley v. Hall , 2 Dowl., 494) ; are not instruments liable 
to duty under this head. 
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DUTIES. 

Exemptions . 

(1) Agreement or memorandum the matter whereof 1 

is not of the value of 51. 

(2) Agreement or memorandum for the hire of any 

labourer, artificer, manufacturer, or menial 
servant. 2 

(3) Agreement, letter, or memorandum made for or 

relating to the sale of any goods, wares, or 
merchandise. 3 

(4) Agreement or memorandum made between the 

master and mariners of any ship or vessel for 
wages on any voyage coastwise from port to. 
port in the United Kingdom. 

And see section 36. 


£ s. d. 


ALLOTMENT. See Letter of Allotment. 


ANNUITY, conveyance in consideration of. 

See Conveyance on Sale, and section 
72. 

purchase of. 

See Conveyance on Sale, and section 
75. 


1 ‘ The matter whereof,’ meaning the subject matter of the agree¬ 
ment ; as, in the case of an agreement with a carrier, the price of 
carriage, not the value of the parcel ( Latham v. Rutley and others , 
1 R. & M., 13) ; in the case of an agreement with a wharfinger, 
the wharfage, not the value of the goods ( Chadwick v. Sills , 
1 R. & M., 15). 

2 A fireman and stoker on board a steamship is a labourer or 
artificer within the meaning of this exemption (Wilson v. Zulueta 7 

14 Jur., 366) ; and there is no distinction between one grade of 
labourers and another—labourer includes them all (Reg. v. Worthy 7 

15 Jur., 1137). 

3 This exemption, as for the benefit of commerce, is to be construed 
liberally (per Platt, B., in Sadler v. Johnson , 16 M. & W., 775). On 
this ground, horses (Marson v. Short , 2 Bingham N. C., 118, and 
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Section 36 is printed on page 171* 


Section 72 is printed opposite Conveyance. 


Section 75 is printed opposite Conveyance. 


Shrine v. Elmore, 2 Camp., 407) ; oil to be made out of materials tbeu 
ready {Wilks v. Atkinson, 6 Taunton, 11) ; and water {The West Mid¬ 
dlesex Waterworks Company v. Suwerkropp, 4 Car. & P., 87), have been 
held to be goods, wares, and merchandize, within the exemption. 
Some difficulty arises as regards the words ‘relating to ’; the question is 
so very fine (per Parke, B., in Kilbeck v. Vander Vyser , 8 ‘ Law Times,* 
451). Nevertheless, the exemption must be considered as confined to 
instruments whereof the sale of goods is the primary object (per Lord 
Tenterden in Smith v. Cator, 2 B. & Aid., 778). When, however, the 
primary object is the sale of goods, the introduction of other matter 
connected with the sale does not render a stamp necessary {Forsyth v. 
Jervis, 1 Stark, 437). Fixtures are not ‘goods * within this exemption 
(Wick v. Hodgson , 12 Moo., 213). 
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DUTIES. 

£ s. d. 

ANNUITY, creation of, by way of security. 

See Mortgage, &c., and section 108. 
instruments relating to, upon any other 
occasion. 

See Bond, Covenant, &c. 

APPOINTMENT, whether by way of Donation, 
Presentation, or Nomination, and ADMISSION, 
COLLATION, or INSTITUTION to or LICENCE 
TO HOLD— 

Any ecclesiastical benefice, dignity, or promotion, 
or any perpetual curacy. 

In England. 

If the net yearly value thereof exceeds— 


50Z. and does not exceed 100Z. . 

1 

0 

0 

100J. 

55 

„ 150 1. . 

2 

0 

0 

150 1. 

55 

„ 200 1. . 

3 

0 

0 

200 1. 

55 

„ 250i. . 

4 
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0 

250 1. 

55 
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CO 
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0 

0 

300 1. 

. 

. 

7 

0 

0 

And also (if such 

yearly value exceeds 300Z.) for 




every 100Z. of such yearly value over and above 




200Z. a further duty of 


5 

0 

0 

In Scotland . 

. 

. 

2 

0 

0 


, Exemptions . 

Admission, collation, institution, or licence pro¬ 
ceeding upon a duly stamped donation, presen¬ 
tation, or nomination. 

And see section 37. 

APPOINTMENT of a new trustee, 1 and APPOINT¬ 
MENT in execution of a power of any property, 


1 The specific charge on an appointment of a new trustee is new. 
The absence of such a charge was found, in practice, to give rise to 
frequent misunderstanding. Tho 30th section of the 24 & 25 Viet. 
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Section 108 i9 printed opposite Mortgage. 


Appointments , <£c., to Ecclesiastical Benefices , &c. 

37. The net yearly value of an ecclesiastical benefice, dignity, 
or promotion, or of a perpetual curacy, in England, whether the 
emoluments thereof consist of money or of produce, or partly of 
money and partly of produce, is to be ascertained and determined 
by the certificate of the Ecclesiastical Commissioners for England 
to be written on the instrument charged with duty. 

Provided that two or more benefices, or a benefice and any eccle¬ 
siastical dignity or promotion episcopally or permanently united, 
shall be deemed one benefice only. 


c. 94, which was intended to give relief against the multiplication of 
the 35s. and 30s. duties, now roduced to 10s., is repealed by the 33 & 
34 Viet. c. 99. 
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or of any use, share, or interest in any property, 
by any instrument not being a will • • 0 10 0 

And see section 78, 

APPOINTMENT of a gamekeeper. 

See Deputation. 

APPOINTMENTS to offices or employments. 

See Admission. 

APPEAISEMENT or VALUATION of any property, 
or of any interest therein, or of the annual value 
thereof, or of any dilapidations, or of any repairs 
wanted, or of the materials and labour used or to 
be used in any building, or of any artificer’s Work 
whatsoever. 


'Where the amount of the 

appraisement 

or 




valuation does not exceed 51. 


0 

0 

3 

Exceeds 51. and 

does not exceed 10?. . 


0 

0 

6 


10 1. 

55 

20Z. . 


0 

1 

0 

55 

20 1. 

55 

30 1. . 


0 

1 

6 

55 

30 l. 

55 

40 1. . 


0 

2 

0 

55 

40 1. 

55 

50 1. . 


0 

2 

6 

55 

50 1. 

55 

lOOi. . 


0 

5 

0 

55 

100 1. 

55 

200L . 


0 

10 

0 

55 

200 1. 

55 

500 1. . 


0 

15 

0 

55 

500 1. 

• 

. , 


1 

0 

0 


Exemptions. 

(1) Appraisement or valuation made for, and for 
the information of, one party only, and not 
being in any manner obligatory as between 
parties either by agreement or operation of 
law. 1 2 

1 The scale of duty for awards is the same as this up to a value of 750?. 

Ihis exemption embodies the substance of the decision in Atkinson 
v. Fell, 5 M. & S. ? 240. 






DUTIES AND SPECIAL REGULATIONS. 


177 


SPECIAL REGULATIONS. 

[78. Every instrument, and every decree or order of any court or 
of any commissioners, whereby any property on any occasion, except 
a sale or mortgage, is transferred to or vested in any person, is 
chargeable with duty as a conveyance or transfer of property. 

Provided that a conveyance or transfer made for effectuating 
the appointment of a new trustee is not to be charged with any 
higher duty than ten shillings. 1 ] 

Appraisements. 

38. (1) Every appraiser, 2 by whom an appraisement or valuation 
is made, shall, within fourteen days after the making thereof, 
write out the same, in words and figures showing the full amount 
thereof, upon duly stamped material, and if he neglects or omits 
so to do, or in any other manner delivers out, or states the 
amount of, any such appraisement or valuation, shall forfeit the 
sum of fifty pounds. 

(2) Any person who receives from any appraiser, or pays for the 
making of, any appraisement or valuation, unless the same be 
written out and stamped as aforesaid, shall forfeit the sum of 
twenty pounds. 


1 This, it will be observed, is a maximum charge : it meets the cases 
of transfers of debenture stock (see p. 202), and transfers of mortgages, 
bonds, debentures, &c. (see post , Mortgage, Bond, &c. (3) ), where 
the duties are charged ad valorem. 

2 As to the annual licenses to be taken out by appraisers, see 8 & 9 
Viet. c. 76, s. 1; and 46 Geo. III. c. 43 ; 5 & 6 Viet. c. 82, s. 19 ; and 
27 & 28 Viet. c. 56, s. 6. 

N 
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(2) Appraisement or valuation made in pursuance 
of the order of any Court of Admiralty or 
Vice-Admiralty, or of any Court of Appeal, 
from any sentence, adjudication, or judg¬ 
ment of any Court of Admiralty or Vice- 
Admiralty. 

(3) Appraisement or valuation of any property 

made for the purpose of ascertaining the 
legacy or succession duty payable in respect 
thereof. 

(4) Appraisement or valuation of property of a 

deceased person, made for the information of 
an executor or other person required to 
record in any commissary court in Scotland 
an inventory of the estate of such deceased 
person (34 & 35 Viet. c. 103, s. 26). 

And see section 38. 

APPRENTICESHIP, instrument of. 

Where there is no premium or consideration . 0 2 6 

In any other case— 

For every 5L, and also for any fractional part 
of 5L, of the amount or value of the premium 
or consideration . . . .050 


Exemptions d 

(1) Instrument relating to any poor child appren¬ 
ticed by, or at the sole charge of, any parish 
or township, or by or at the sole charge of 
any public charity, or pursuant to any Act 
for the regulation of parish apprentices. 


1 Indentures of apprenticeship to sea-service are exempted from 
stamp duty. See ‘ The Merchant Shipping Act, 1854/ s. 143. 
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Section 38 is printed on page 177. 

Instruments of Apprenticeship. 

39 . Every writing relating to the service or tuition 1 of any 
apprentice, clerk, or servant placed with any master to learn 
any profession, trade, or employment, (except articles of clerkship 
to attorneys and others hereby specifically charged with duty), 
is to be deemed an instrument of apprenticeship. 

40. The full sum of money, and the value of any other matter 
or thing, paid, given, or assigned, or secured to be paid, given, 
or assigned, to or for the benefit of the master with or in respect 
of any apprentice, clerk, or servant, (not being a person bound to 
serve in order to admission in any court), is to be fully and truly 
set forth in an instrument of apprenticeship ; and if any such 


1 The words ‘ or tuition ’ are new, and were inserted to prevent 
evasion of the duty by means of instruments framed so as to evidence 
a contract by the master to teach, but none by the apprentice or clerk 
to serve. 

n 2 
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£ 

(2) Instrument of apprenticeship in Ireland, where 
the value of the premium or consideration 
does not exceed 10£. 

And see sections 3 9 and 40. 


ARTICLES OF CLERKSHIP whereby any person 
first becomes bound to serve as a clerk in order 
to his admission. 

(1) As an attorney or solicitor in any of Her Ma¬ 

jesty’s courts at Westminster or in Ireland, or 
as a proctor in the High Court of Admiralty, 
or any Ecclesiastical Court in England or 
Ireland . . . . 80 

(2) As an attorney or solicitor in any of the courts 

of the counties palatine of Lancaster and 
Durham, or as a writer to the signet, or as a 
solicitor, agent, or attorney in the Court of 
Session, Justiciary, or Commission of Teinds 
in Scotland . . . . .60 

(3) As a procurator or solicitor in any inferior 

court in Scotland . . . .0 

And see sections 41, 42, 43, and 44. 

ARTICLES OF CLERKSHIP, whereby any person, 
having been before bound by duly stamped arti¬ 
cles to serve as a clerk in order to his admission 
in any of the courts aforesaid, and not having 
completed his service so as to be entitled to such 
admission, becomes bound afresh for the same 
purpose . . . . . . 0 


s. d. 


0 0 

0 0 
2 6 


10 0 
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sum, or other matter or thing, be paid, given, assigned, or secured 
as aforesaid, and no such instrument be made, or if any such in¬ 
strument be made, and such sum, or the value of such other 
matter or thing, be not set forth therein as aforesaid, the master, 
and also the apprentice himself, if of full age, and any other person 
being a party to the contract, or by whom any such sum, or 
other matter or thing, is paid, given, assigned, or secured, shall 
forfeit the sum of twenty pounds, and the contract, and the in¬ 
strument (if any) containing the same, shall be null and void. 

Original Articles of Clerkskijp. 

41- (1) Where the same articles are a qualification for the 
admission of any person not only as an attorney or solicitor in any 
of Her Majesty’s courts at Westminster, but also as an attorney or 
solicitor in any of the courts of the counties palatine of Lancaster 
and Durham, such articles are not to be charged with more than 
one duty of eighty pounds. 

(2) Where any person has become bound by duly stamped 
articles in order to his admission as an attorney or solicitor in any 
of the courts of the counties palatine of Lancaster and Durham, 
such articles shall, on payment of such further amount of duty 
as, together with the amount of duty previously paid thereon, 
will make up the sum of eighty pounds, be impressed with a 
stamp denoting the payment of such further duty, and shall 
thereupon be considered to be sufficiently stamped for the purpose 
of entitling such person to admission in any of the courts at 
Westminster. 

42. (1) Where the same articles are a qualification for the 
admission of any person not only as a writer to the signet, or as a 
solicitor, agent, or attorney in any of the Courts of Session, 
Justiciary, or Commission of Teinds, but also as a procurator or 
solicitor in any inferior court in Scotland, such articles are not to 
be charged with more than one duty of sixty pounds. 

(2) Where any person has become bound by duly stamped 
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ASSIGNMENT or ASSIGNATION. 

By way of security or of any security. See Mort¬ 
gage, &c. 

Upon a sale, or otherwise. See Conveyance. 

ASSURANCE or INSURANCE. See Policy. 

ATTESTED COPY. See Copy. 

ATTORNEY, LETTER or POWER of. See Letter 
of Attorney. WARRANT of. See Warrant 
of Attorney. 

AWARD in England or Ireland, and AWARD or 
DECREET ARBITRAL in Scotland. 

Where the amount or value of the matter in dis¬ 


pute does not exceed 51. 


Exceeds 51. and does not exceed 10/. 

„ 10Z. 

55 

20 Z. 

„ 20Z. 

55 

30Z. 

„ 30Z. 

55 

40Z. 

„ 40Z. 

55 

50 Z. 

„ 50Z. 

55 

100Z. 

„ 100Z. 

55 

200Z. 

„ 200Z. 

55 

500Z. 

„ 500Z. 

55 

750Z. 

„ 750Z. 

55 

1,000Z. 


And where it exceeds 1,000Z., and in any other 
case not above provided for 

BACK BOND. See Mortgage, &c., and section 105. 
BANK NOTE— 

For money not exceeding 1Z. 

Exceeding 1Z. and not exceeding 21. 


„ 2 Z. 

55 

51. 

„ 51. 

55 

10/. 

„ 10Z. 

55 

20/. 


0 0 3 
0 0 6 
0 1 0 
0 1 6 
0 2 0 
0 2 6 
0 5 0 
0 10 0 
0 15 0 

1 0 0 
1 5 0 

1 15 0 


0 0 5 
0 0 10 
0 1 3 
0 1 9 
0 2 0 
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articles in order to his admission as a procurator or solicitor in 
any inferior court in Scotland, such articles shall, on payment of 
such further amount of duty as, together with the amount pre¬ 
viously paid thereon, will make up the sum of sixty pounds, be 
impressed with a stamp denoting the payment of such further 
duty, and shall thereupon be considered to be sufficiently stamped 
for entitling such person to admission as a writer to the signet, or 
as a solicitor, agent, or attorney in the Court of Session, Justiciary, 
or Commission of Teinds. 

43 . Save as herein-before provided, articles of clerkship are 
not to be stamped at any time after the expiration of six months 
from the date thereof, except upon payment of penalties, as 
follows: 

(1) If brought to be stamped within one year after date, ten 
pounds: 

(2) If so brought after one year, and within five years after 
date,— 

For every complete year, and also for any additional 
part of a year elapsed since the date, ten pounds: 

(3) In every other case, fifty pounds. 

44. The sum of fourteen pounds, part of the duty payable on 
articles of clerkship in Ireland, shall be carried to a separate 
account, and paid over by the Receiver General of Inland Revenue 
to the treasurer of the Society of King’s Inns, Dublin, to be applied 
by him according to the directions of the said society. 


Section 105 is printed opposite Mortgage. 

Bank Notes, Bills of Exchange , and Promissory Notes . 

Bank Notes. 

45 . The term ‘banker’ means and includes any corporation, 
society, partnership, and persons, and every individual person 
carrying on the business of banking in the United Kingdom. 
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Exceeding 20Z. and not exceeding 30 1. 



£ s. d. 

0 3 0 
0 5 0 
0 8 6 


And see sections 45, 46, and 47. 

[Note. —It is obligatory on every banker issuing bank notes to take 
out yearly a licence chargeable with 30Z. duty (see 55 Geo. III. c. 184, 
ss. 24-28 and Sched, Tit. Licence, as to Great Britain, and, as to 
Ireland, 5 & 6 Yict. c. 82, Sched. Tit. Certificate). As to the limita¬ 
tions on the issue of bank notes in England, see the Bank Charter 
Act—7 & 8 Yict. c. 32 ; in Ireland, see 8 & 9 Yict. c. 37 ; and in Scot¬ 
land, see 8 & 9 Yict. c. 38. As to licences to bankers in England to 
issue unstamped promissory notes and bills of exchange upon payment 
of a composition in lieu of the stamp duties thereon, see 9 Geo. IY. c. 23; 
as to Ireland, see 5 & 6 Yict. c. 82, s. 2 ; and as to Scotland, 16 & 17 
Viet. c. 63, s, 7. The composition for stamp duties under the 9 Geo. IY. 
c. 33, s. 7, is payable half-yearly, at the rate of 3s. 6tZ. for every 100Z. 
of the average amount or value of the bills and notes in circulation 
during the preceding half-year, according to a half-yearly account 
to be rendered by the banker to the Commissioners of Inland Revenue.] 


BILL OF EXCHANGE— 
Payable on demand 1 


.001 


BILL OF EXCHANGE of any other kind whatsoever 
(except a Bank Note) and PROMISSORY NOTE 
of any kind whatsoever (except a Bank Note )— 
drawn, or expressed to be payable, or actually 
paid, or endorsed, or in any manner negotiated 
in the United Kingdom : 


1 Wheresoever drawn, and see section 50, 
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The term 4 bank note ’ means and includes— 

(1) Any bill of exchange or promissory note issued by any 
banker, other than the G-overnor and Company of the 
Bank of England, for the payment of money not exceed¬ 
ing one hundred pounds to the bearer on demand: 

(2) Any bill of exchange or promissory note so issued which 
entitles or is intended to entitle the bearer or holder 
thereof, without indorsement, or without any further or 
other indorsement than may be thereon at the time of the 
issuing thereof, to the payment of money not exceeding 
one hundred pounds on demand, whether the same be so 
expressed or not, and in whatever form, and by whom¬ 
soever such bill or note is drawn or made. 

46- A bank note issued duly stamped, or issued unstamped by 
a banker duly licensed or otherwise authorized to issue unstamped 
bank notes, may be from time to time reissued without being 
liable to any stamp duty by reason of such reissuing. 

47. (1) If any banker, not being duly licensed or otherwise 
authorized to issue unstamped bank notes, issues, or causes or 
permits to be issued, any bank note not being duly stamped, he 
shall forfeit the sum of fifty pounds. 

(2) If any person receives or takes any such bank note in pay¬ 
ment or as a security, knowing the same to have been issued 
unstamped contrary to law, he shall forfeit the sum of twenty 
pounds. 

Bills of Exchange. 

General definition, 

48- (1) The term ‘bill of exchange’ for the purposes of this 
Act includes also draft, order, cheque, and letter of credit, and any 
document or writing (except a bank note) entitling or purporting 
to entitle any person, whether named therein or not, to payment 
by any other person of, or to draw upon any other person for, any 
sum of money therein mentioned. 
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£ 

s. 

d. 

Where the amount or value of the 

money for 




which the bill or note 

is drawn 

or made 




does not exceed 51. . 

• 

. 

0 

0 

1 

Exceeds 51. and does not exceed 10L 


0 

0 

2 

„ 10L „ 

251. 


0 

0 

3 

,, 2ol. „ 

50l. 


0 

0 

6 

,, 50l. „ 

751. 


0 

0 

9 

,, 7 5l. „ 

100 l. 


0 

1 

0 

„ 100L— 






for every 100L and also for any 

fractional 




part of 100^., of such amount or 

value 

0 

1 

0 


Exemptions . 1 

(1) Bill or note issued by the Governor and Com¬ 

pany of the Bank of England or Bank of 
Ireland. 

(2) Draft or order drawn by any banker in the 

United Kingdom upon any other banker in 
the United Kingdom, not payable to bearer 
or to order, and used solely for the purpose of 
settling or clearing any account between such 
bankers. 

(3) Letter written by a banker in the United King¬ 

dom to any other banker in the United King- . 
dom, directing the payment of any sum of 
money, the same not being payable to bearer 
or to order, and such letter not being sent or 
delivered to the person to whom payment is 
to be made, or to any person on his behalf. 

(4) Letter of credit granted in the United King¬ 

dom authorizing drafts to be drawn out of 
the United Kingdom payable in the United 
Kingdom. 


As to Post Office orders, sec the case of Ilea. v. 
M., 224. 


Gilchrist , Car. & 
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Bills on demand . l 

(2) An order for the payment of any sum of money by a bill of 
exchange or promissory note, or for the delivery of any bill of 
exchange or promissory note in satisfaction of any sum of money, 
or for the payment of any sum of money out of any particular 
fund which may or may not be available, or upon any condition or 
contingency which may or may not be performed or happen, is to 
be deemed for the purposes of this Act a bill of exchange for the 
payment of money on demand. 

(3) An order for the payment of any sum of money weekly, 
monthly, or at any other stated periods, and also any order for the 
payment by any person at any time after the date thereof of any 
sum of money, and sent or delivered by the person making the 
same to the person by whom the payment is to be made, and not 
to the person to whom the payment is to be made, or to any 
person on his behalf, is to be deemed for the purposes of this Act 
a bill of exchange for the payment of money on demand. 

Adhesive Stamps for Bills on Demand. 

50. 3 The fixed duty of one penny on a bill of exchange for the 
payment of money on demand 2 may be denoted by an adhesive 
stamp, which is to be cancelled by the person by whom the bill 
is signed before he delivers it out of his hands, custody, or power. 

Bills drawn in sets . 

55. 4 When a bill of exchange is drawn in a set according to 
the custom of merchants, and one of the set is duly stamped, the 

1 Every bill of exchange purporting to be payable at sight or on 
presentation, shall bear the same stamp and shall, for all purposes 
whatsoever, be deemed to be a bill of exchange payable on demand, any 
law or custom to the contrary notwithstanding (34 & 35 Yict. c. 74, 
s. 2). A post-dated cheque payable to order is liable to lcl. duty only. 
Bull v. O'Sullivan , Law Rep., G Q.B., 209. 

2 Wheresoever drawn. See note to s. 51 (1) post , p. 189. 

3 For s. 49 see p. 189; 4 for ss. 51 and 52 see p. 189 ; for ss. 53 and 

54 see pp. 191 and 193 j and see Note on p. 188. 
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(5) Draft or order drawn by the Accountant Gene¬ 
ral of the Court of Chancery in England or 


£ 


d. 


Ireland. 

(6) Warrant or order for the payment of any an¬ 

nuity granted by the Commissioners for the 
Reduction of the National Debt, or for the 
payment of any dividend or interest on any 
share in the Government or Parliamentary 
stocks or funds. 

(7) Bill drawn by the Lords Commissioners of the 

Admiralty, or by any person under their au¬ 
thority, upon and payable by the Accountant 
General of the Navy. 1 

(8) Bill drawn (according to a form prescribed by 

Her Majesty’s orders by any person duly au¬ 
thorized to draw the same) upon and payable 
out of any public account for any pay or 
allowance of the army or other expenditure 
connected therewith. 

(9) Coupon or warrant for interest attached to and 

issued with any security. 2 

And see sections 48, 49, 50, 51, 52, 53, 54, and 55. 

[Note. —The order of sequence of the sections above referred to Las 
been somewhat altered in printing them on the pages opposite sub tit. 
‘ Special Regulations.’ The provisions are there arranged with re¬ 
ference to the subject matter as follows :— 

1. Provisions relating to Bills of Exchange only ; 

2. Provisions relating to Promissory Notes only ; 

3. Provisions relating to Bills of Exchange and Promissory Notes.] 


1 This exemption is exemption (7) contained in ‘ The Stamp Act, 
1870,’ as altered by s. 7 of the 35 & 36 Yict. c. 20. 

2 The purpose of this exemption is explained, p. 95, ante. 
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other or others of the set shall, unless issued or in some manner 
negotiated apart from such duly stamped bill, be exempt from 
duty; and upon proof of the loss or destruction of a duly stamped 
bill forming one of a set, any other bill of the set which has.not 
been issued or in any manner negotiated apart from such lost or 
destroyed bill may, although unstamped, be admitted in evidence 
to prove the contents of such lost or destroyed bill. 

Promissory Notes. 

49. (1) The term 4 promissory note’ means and includes any 
document or writing (except a bank note) containing a promise 
to pay any sum of money. 1 

(2) A note promising the payment of any sum of money out 
of any particular fund which may or may not be available, or 
upon any condition or contingency which may or may not be 
performed or happen, is to be deemed for the purposes of this Act 
a promissory note for the said sum of money. 

Bills of Exchange and Promissory Notes. 

Bills and notes drawn or made , or purporting to be drawn or 
made , abroad . 

B2i m A bill of exchange or promissory note purporting to be 
drawn or made out of the United Kingdom is, for the purposes of 
this Act, to be deemed to have been so drawn or made, although 
it may in fact have been drawn or made within the United 
Kingdom. 

51 .( 1 ) The ad valorem duties upon bills of exchange and pro¬ 
missory notes drawn or made out of the United Kingdom are to 
be denoted by adhesive stamps. 2 

(2) Every person into whose hands any such bill or note 
comes in the United Kingdom before it is stamped shall, before he 

1 This definition, it will be observed, does not include a simple 
I.O.U. without any promise to pay. 

2 The penny duty on a bill of exchange for the payment of money 
on demand drawn abroad should be denoted by the ordinary inland 
revenue stamp, and not by the foreign bill stamp of Id. 
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BILL OF EXCHANGE and PROMISSORY NOTE— 

continued. 
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presents for payment, or indorses, transfers, or in any manner 
negotiates, or pays such bill or note, affix thereto a proper 
adhesive stamp or proper adhesive stamps of sufficient amount, 
and cancel every stamp so affixed thereto. 

(3) Provided as follows : 

( a) If at the time when any such bill or note comes into the 
hands of any bona fide holder thereof there is affixed 
thereto an adhesive stamp effectually obliterated, and 
purporting and appearing to be duly cancelled, such 
stamp shall, so far as relates to such holder, be deemed to 
be duly cancelled, although it may not appear to have 
been so affixed or cancelled by the proper person. 

(b) If at the time when any such bill or note comes into the 
hands of any bona fide holder thereof there is affixed 
thereto an adhesive stamp not duly cancelled, it shall 
be competent for such holder to cancel such stamp as if 
he were the person by whom it was affixed, and upon his 
so doing such bill or note shall be deemed duly stamped, 
and as valid and available as if the stamp had been duly 
cancelled by the person by whom it was affixed. 

(4) But neither of the foregoing provisoes is to relieve any 
person from any penalty incurred by him for not cancelling any 
adhesive stamp. 

Provisions for Securing the Duties . 

1. Special provisions as to stamping . 

53 - (1) Where a bill of exchange or promissory note has been 
written on material bearing an impressed stamp of sufficient 
amount but of improper denomination, it may be stamped with 
the proper stamp on payment of the duty, and a penalty of forty 
shillings if the bill or note be not then payable according to its 
tenor, and of ten pounds if the same be so payable. 

(2) Except as aforesaid, no bill of exchange or promissory 
note shall be stamped with an impressed stamp after the execution 
thereof. 
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BILL OF EXCHANGE and PROMISSORY NOTE— 

continued . 


BILL OF LADING of or for any goods, merchandise, 
or effects to be exported or carried coastwise 
And see section 56. 

BILL OF SALE— 

Absolute. See Conveyance on Sale. 

By way of security. See Mortgage, &c. 

And see section 57. 

BOND for securing the payment or repayment of 
money or the transfer or retransfer of stock. 

See Mortgage, &c. 

BOND in relation to any annuity upon the original 
creation and sale thereof. 

See Conveyance on Sale, and section 75, 
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2 . Penalties . 

54. (1) Every person who issues, indorses, transfers, negotiates, 
presents for payment, or pays any bill of exchange or promissory 
note liable to duty and not being duly stamped shall forfeit the 
sum of ten pounds, and the person who takes or receives from any 
other person any such bill or note not being duly stamped either in 
payment or as a security, or by purchase or otherwise, shall not be 
entitled to recover thereon, or to make the same available for any 
purpose whatever. 

(2j Provided that if any bill of exchange for the payment of 
money on demand, liable only to the duty of one penny, is pre¬ 
sented for payment unstamped, the person to whom it is so 
presented may affix thereto a proper adhesive stamp, and cancel 
the same, as if he had been the drawer of the bill, and may, upon 
so doing, pay the sum in the said bill mentioned, and charge the 
duty in account against the person by whom the bill was drawn, 
or deduct such duty from the said sum, and such bill is, so far as 
respects the duty, to be deemed good and valid. 

(3) But the foregoing proviso is not to relieve any person from 
any penalty he may have incurred in relation to such bill. 

Bills of Lading. 

56 - (1) A bill of lading is not to be stamped after the execu¬ 
tion thereof. 

(2) Every person who makes or executes any bill of lading not 
duly stamped shall forfeit the sum of fifty pounds. 

Bills of Sale . 

57- A copy of a bill of sale is not to be filed in any court, 
unless the original, duly stamped, is produced to the proper 
officer. 


Section 75 is printed opposite Conveyance, 
0 
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DUTIES. 

ROND, COVENANT, or INSTRUMENT of any kind 


£ s. d. 


whatsoever. 

(1) Being the only or principal or primary security 
for any annuity (except upon the original 
creation thereof by ivay of sale or security ), 
or of any sum or sums of money at stated 
periods, not being interest for any principal 
sum secured by a duly stamped instrument, 
nor rent reserved by a lease or tack. 

For a definite and certain period, so that 
the total amount to be ultimately pay¬ 
able can be ascertained 


jrThe same ad 
valorem 
duty as a 
bond or 
* covenant 
for such 
total 
amount. 


For the term of life or any other indefi¬ 
nite period. 

For every 51 ., and also for any fractional 
part of 51 ., of the annuity or sum 
periodically payable 1 

(2) Being a collateral or auxiliary or additional or 
substituted security for any of the above- 
mentioned purposes, where the principal or 
primary instrument is duly stamped. 


Where the total amount to be ultimately 
payable can be ascertained 


0 2 6 


' The same ad 
valorem 
duty as a 
bond or 
covenant of 
the same 
kind for 
such total 
amount. 


In any other case : 

For every 5£., and also for any fractional 
part of 5Z., of the annuity or sum 
periodically payable . . . 0 0 6 


1 The duty previously, payable was 21. for every 100Z. annually 
payable. The new scale will be found much more gradual and f alier 
than the old one. 
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0 2 
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DUTIES. 


£ s. d. 


BOND given pursuant to the directions of any Act of 
Parliament, or by the directions of the Com¬ 
missioners of Customs or Inland Be venue, or any 
of their officers, for or in respect of any of the 
duties of customs or excise, or for preventing 
frauds or evasions thereof, or for any other matter 
or thing relating thereto. 

Where the penalty of the bond does not [ 
exceed 150£. .... 

[ 

And in any other case .... 


The same ad 
valorem 
duty as a 
bond for 
the amount 
of the 
penalty. 

0 5 0 


Exemption. 

Bond given as aforesaid upon, or with relation to, 
the receiving or obtaining, or for entitling any 
person to receive or obtain, any drawback of any 
duty or duties, or part of any duty or duties, of 
customs or excise, for or in respect of any goods, 
wares, or merchandise exported or shipped to be 
exported from the United Kingdom to any parts 
beyond the seas, or upon or with relation to the 
obtaining of any debenture or certificate for 
entitling any person to receive any such drawback 
as aforesaid. 

And see section 58. 


BOND on obtaining letters of administration in 
England or Ireland, or a confirmation of testa¬ 
ment in Scotland . . . . 0 5 0 


Exemptions. 

(1) Bond given by the widow, child, father, mother, 
brother or sister, of any common seaman, 
marine or soldier, slain or dying in the 
service of Her Majesty, her heirs or suc¬ 
cessors. 
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Bonds given in relation to the Duties of Customs and Excise, 

58. If any person required by any Act of Parliament, or by the 
direction of the Commissioners of Customs or Inland Revenue, or 
any of their officers, to give or enter into any bond for or in 
respect of any duties of customs or excise, or for preventing frauds 
or evasions thereof, or for any matter or thing relating thereto, 
includes in one and the same bond any goods or things belonging 
to more persons than one, not being co-partners or joint tenants, 
or tenants in common, he shall for every such offence forfeit the 
sum of fifty pounds. 1 

[Note.— Under the provisions of the 34 and 35 Viet. c. 103, s. 14, a 
general bond for the due exportation of any warehoused goods liable 
to any duty of customs or excise, British wrought plate, or goods en¬ 
titled to any customs drawback on exportation, may be given in lieu 
of the separate bond required by s. 120 of ‘ The Customs Consolidation 
Act, 1853.’ ‘ Provided that before any such goods are exported the 

exporter or his agent shall deliver to the jDroper officer a notice, in such 
form as the Commissioners of Customs shall prescribe, containing an 
account of the particular goods to be exported by him in any particular 
ship under such general bond : Provided also, that no such notice shall 
be received and acted upon unless there be attached thereto an adhesive 
stamp equal in amount or value to the duty which would be payable 
under any Act relating to stamp duties upon a separate bond, in case 
the same were given for the exportation of the goods contained in such 
notice.’ ] ] 

59-6^1 relate to the duties on the annual certificates (in the 
nature of licences) required to be taken out by attorneys, solici¬ 
tors, proctors, notaries public, writers to the signet, conveyancers, 
special pleaders, and equity draftsmen. The reasons for exclud¬ 
ing duties of this description from consideration when dealing 
only with stamp duties properly so termed, have been previously 
stated (see pp. 7 and 9). For the sake of convenience, however, 
the charge and sections relating to these duties have been added 
in the Appendix. 

1 This section, so far as it relates to the customs, is repealed by the 
34 and 35 Viet. c. 103 (see s. 18 and Schedule). 
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DUTIES. 

£ 

(2) Bond given by any person where the estate to 
be administered does not exceed 100L in 
value. 


d, 


BOND 1 of any kind whatsoever not specifically charged 
with any duty. 

Where the amount limited to be recover¬ 
able does not exceed 300Z. 

In any other case . . . . . 0 10 0 

BOND, accompanied with a deposit of title deeds, for 
making a mortgage, wadset, or other security on 
any estate or property therein comprised. 

See Mortgage, &c., and section 105. 

BOND, DECLARATION, or other DEED or 
WRITING for making redeemable any disposi¬ 
tion, assignation, or tack, apparently absolute, 
but intended only as a security. 

See Mortgage, &c., and section 105. 

CERTIFICATE of any goods, wares, or merchandise, 
having been duly entered inwards, which shall be 
entered outwards for exportation at the port of 
importation, or be removed from thence to any 
other port for the more convenient exportation 
thereof, where such certificate is issued for 
enabling any person to obtain a debenture or cer¬ 
tificate entitling him to receive any drawback of 
any duty or duties of customs, or any part 
thereof . . . . . .040 


a no same aci 
valorem 
duty as a 
bond for 
the amount 

limitftfl 


Note. Bonds to the Crown entered into by persons licensed to 
sell stamps are exempted from duty (see 33 & 34 Viet. c. 98, s. 5). 
So also are bonds or warrants of attorney to confess judgment, 
executed by any High Constable or Collector, or his or their sureties 
(in Ireland), conditioned for duly collecting or paying any public money 
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Section 105 is printed opposite Mortgage. 


Section 105 is printed opposite Mortgage. 


to the Treasurer of the County, or any Grand Jury cess, under the pro¬ 
visions of 6 & 7 Will. IV. c. 116, or any Act amending the same, or under 
the provisions of the 7 & 8 Viet. c. 106 (see 9 & 10 Viet. c. 60). 
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DUTIES. 

CERTIFICATE of the registration of a design 
And see section 65. 

CHARTER of registration, or of confirmation, or of 
novodamus, or upon apprising, or upon a decreet 
of adjudication, or sale of any lands, or other 
heritable subjects in Scotland 

CHARTERPARTY, or any agreement or contract for 
the charter of any ship or vessel, or any memo¬ 
randum, letter, or other writing, between the 
captain, master, or owner of any ship or vessel, 
and any other person, for or relating to the 
freight or conveyance of any money, goods, or 
effects on board of such ship or vessel . 

And see sections 66, 67 and 68. 

CLARE CONSTAT. See Precept. 

COLLATION. See Appointment, &c., to ecclesiastical 
benefices. 


£ s. d. 

5 0 0 


0 5 0 


0 0 6 


COMMISSION granted by Her Majesty, her heirs or 
successors, or by any person or persons duly 
authorised by her or them, to any officer in the 
army, or in the corps of Royal Marines . . 1 10 0 


COMMISSION granted by the Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty to any officer in the navy 
COMMISSION or DEPUTATION granted by— 

(1) The Commissioners of Inland Revenue 

(2) The Commissioners of Customs ( except the first 
appointment of any person to the office or cm- - 
ployment of outdoor officer , boatman , water¬ 
man , or watchman ), 35 & 36 Viet. c. 20, s. 3 1 

COMMISSION OF LUNACY 


0 5 0 


1 10 0 

0 5 0 


And see ante Exemptions , sub-lit. Admission and Aitointment, 
p. 168. 
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Certificate of Registration of a Design . 

65 . Tlie duty of five pounds upon the certificate of the regis¬ 
tration of a design is to be denoted by a stamp to be specially 
appropriated for expressing and denoting the said duty. 

Charterparties. 

66 . The duty upon an instrument chargeable with duty as a 
charterparty may be denoted by an adhesive stamp, which is to be 
cancelled by the person by whom the instrument is last executed, 
or by whose execution it is completed as a binding contract. 

67 . Where any document chargeable with duty as a charter- 
party, and not being duly stamped, is first executed out of the 
United Kingdom, any party thereto may, within ten days after it 
has been first received in the United Kingdom, and before it has 
been executed by any person in the United Kingdom, affix 
thereto an adhesive stamp denoting the duty chargeable thereon, 
and at the same time cancel such adhesive stamp, and the instru¬ 
ment with an adhesive stamp thereon so affixed and cancelled 
shall be deemed duly stamped. 

63 . An executed instrument chargeable with duty as a charter- 
party, and not being duly stamped, may be stamped with an im¬ 
pressed stamp upon the following terms, that is to say: 

(1) Within seven days after the first execution thereof, on 

payment of the duty and a penalty of four shillings and 
sixpence; 

(2) After seven days, but within one month after the first 

execution thereof, on payment of the duty and a penalty 
of ten pounds; 

and shall not in any other case be stamped with an impressed 
stamp. 
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COMMISSION to act as a notary public in Scotland. 

See Faculty. 

COMMISSION in the nature of a power of attorney 
in Scotland. See Letted or Power of Attorney. 

CONDITIONAL SURRENDER of any copyhold or 
customary estate by way of mortgage. 

See Mortgage, &c., and sections 105 and 110 . 

CONGE D’ELIRE. See Grant. 

CONSTAT of Letters Patent. See Exemplification. 

CONTRACT. See Agreement. 

CONTRACT NOTE—Any note, memorandum, or 
writing, commonly called a c contract note,’ or by 
whatever name the same may be designated, for 
or relating to the sale or purchase of any stock 
or marketable security 1 of the value of 51. or 
upwards . . . . . .001 

And see section 69. 


CONVEYANCE or TRANSFER, whether on sale or 
otherwise 2 — 

(1) Of any stock of the governor and company 

of the Bank of England . .079 

(2) Of any stock of the East India Company . 1 10 0 

(3) Of any debenture stock or funded debt of 

any company or corporation. 

For every 100£., and also for any 


As to what is stock or marketable security, see interpretation of 
terms in section 2 of the Act, ante p. 146. 

As to mortgages of any stock or marketable security, see special 
charge, sub-tit. Mortgage. 
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Sections 105 and 110 are printed opposite Mortgage. 


Contract Notes . 

69.(1) The duty on a contract note may be denoted by an 
adhesive stamp, which is to be cancelled by the person by whom 
the note is first executed. 

(2) Every person who makes or executes any contract note 
chargeable with duty, and not being duly stamped, shall forfeit 
the sum of twenty pounds. 

(3) No broker, agent, or other person shall have any legal 
claim to any charge for brokerage, commission, or agency, with 
reference to the sale or purchase of any stock or marketable 
security of the value of five pounds or upwards mentioned or 
referred to in any contract note, unless such note is duly stamped. 

1 [78. Every instrument, and every decree or order of any Court 
or of any Commissioners, whereby any property on any occasion, 
except a sale or mortgage, is transferred to or vested in any person, 
is chargeable with duty as a conveyance on the transfer of 
property. 

Provided that a conveyance or transfer made for effectuating 
the appointment of a new trustee is not to be charged with any 
higher duty than ten shillings.] 


1 Reference is made to this section at the end of the charge Con¬ 
veyance, &c., see next page. 



204 


DUTIES AND SPECIAL PECULATIONS. 


fractional part of 100Z., of the 
nominal amount transferred . 0 2 6 

And see section 78. 1 

CONVEYANCE 2 * * * * * * * or TRANSFER on sale— 

Of any property (except such stock or debenture 
stock or funded debt as aforesaid ), 

Where the amount or value of the considera- 



tion for the sale does not exceed 51. 

. 0 

0 

6 

Exceeds 5L, 

and does not exceed 10L . 

. 0 

1 

0 

95 

10/. 

55 

15/. . 

. 0 

1 

6 

55 

15/. 

55 

20/. . 

. 0 

2 

0 

55 

20/. 

55 

25/. . 

. 0 

2 

6 

95 

25/. 

55 

50/. . 

. 0 

5 

0 

55 

50/. 

55 

75/. . 

. 0 

7 

6 

55 

75/. 

55 

100/. . 

. 0 

10 

0 

55 

100/. 

55 

125/. . 

. 0 

12 

6 

55 

125/. 

55 

150/. . 

. 0 

15 

0 

55 

150/. 

55 

175/. . 

. 0 

17 

6 

55 

175/. 

55 

200/. . 

. 1 

0 

0 

55 

200/. 

5> 

225/. . 

. 1 

2 

6 

55 

225/. 

55 

250/. . 

. 1 

5 

0 


1 See also section 12G, printed opposite Settlement. 

2 Conveyance .—The terms of the pre-existing charge on conveyance 

on sale contained in the 13 & 14 Viet. c. 97, Sched. tit. ‘ Conveyance 

(repealed by the 33 & 34 Viet. c. 99), which are identical with those m 
the Stamp Act of 1815 (55 Geo. III., c. 184), were as follows‘ Con- 
veyance, whether grant, disposition, lease, assignment, transfer, re¬ 
lease, renunciation, or of any other kind or description whatsoever, 
upon the sale of any lands, tenements, rents, annuities, or other p 10 ‘ 
perty, real or personal, heritable or moveable, or any right, title, 
interest, or claim in, to, out of, or upon any lands, tenements, rents, 

annuities, or other property ; that is to say, for or in respect of the 

principal or only deed, instrument, or writing whereby the lands oi 

other things sold shall be granted, leased, assigned, transferred, re¬ 

leased, renounced, or otherwise conveyed to or vested in the purchaser 

or purchasers, or any other person or persons by his, her, or their 

dii ection. J. he introduction of a comprehensive definition of conveyance 
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Section 78 is printed on page 203. 

Conveyances on Sale . 

Interpretation of the term . 

70. The term 6 conveyance on sale’ includes every instru¬ 
ment, and every decree or order of any court or of any com¬ 
missioners, whereby any property * 1 upon the sale thereof is legally 
or equitably transferred to or vested in the purchaser, or any 
other person on his behalf or by his direction. 

The Consideration—Valuation Clauses. 

1. Stock or marketable security . 

71 . (1) Where the consideration, or any part of the considera¬ 
tion, for a conveyance on sale consists of any stock or marketable 
security, such conveyance is to be charged with ad valorem duty 
in respect of the value of such stock or security. 

2. Security not marketable. 

(2) Where the consideration, or any part of the considera¬ 
tion, for a conveyance on sale consists of any security not being a 

on sale (see sect. 70), lieu of a specific enumeration of the particular 
modes of conveyance, has the effect of enlarging as well as simplifying 
the charge. 

A memorandum, if it operates as a conveyance, comes within the 
charge, and if the parties have so expressed themselves as to make it 
apparent, on the face of the instrument, that the writing was 
iuteuded to be a record of the transfer, it is immaterial whether the 
w'ords used be in the past tense or in the present ( Horsfall v. Hey, 
2 Excli. 778; 17 Law J. N.S. Ex. 2G6). 

1 Whereby any property. —The very large and comprehensive words 
used in the pre-existing charge on conveyance on sale (as pre¬ 
viously quoted), ‘ in their natural import, and according to their 
ordinary legal construction, include (as observed in the 3rd edition of 
Chitty’s Stamp Laics) every species of property.’ Nevertheless it was 
held, in Warren v. Howe, 2 B. & C. 281, that a judgment debt, and, 
on the authority of that case, in Belcher v. Sikes , G E, & 0. 234, that 
an interest in certain contracts, and debts due to a partnership, were 
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Exceeds 250?., and does not exceed 2751. . . 1 7 6 

„ 27 51. „ 300?. . . 1 10 0 

„ 300?. 

For every 50?., and also for any fractional part of 

50?., of such amount or value . . .050 

And see sections 70, 71, 72, 73, 74, 75, 76 and 77. 


not property within the meaning of the clause ; so also, in Blandy v. 
Herbert , 9 B. & C. 396, of a policy of insurance on which no loss had 
occurred; and see also Lyburn v. Warrington , 1 Stark, 162. All these 
cases, however, which are reviewed by Pollock, C.B., in delivering 
judgment in P otter v. The Commissioners of Inland Eevenue , 10 Exch. 
at p, 157, may be considered to have been in effect overruled by sub¬ 
sequent decisions. The object of the alteration in the terms of the charge 
effected by * The Stamp Act, 1870/ in which, instead of enumerating 
things which are the subject of sale, the comprehensive term * * * 4 property’ 
is used in imposing the duty, is to obviate for the future any question 

relating to the particular description of the property transferred; in a 

word, to render the tax equal and fair in its incidence. 

4 The definition of property applicable to this subject seems to he well 
stated by the late Chief Baron in his judgment in Potter v. The Com¬ 
missioners of Inland Revenue (10 Exch. at p. 156 ; 23 L. J. Ex. at p. 347), 
viz., 44 property is that which belongs to a person exclusive of others, and 
which can be the subject of bargain and sale to another ” * (per Martin, 
B., in delivering judgment in Dimmer Asphalte Company v. The Com¬ 
missioners of Inland Revenue , Law Rep. 7 Ex. at p. 515). 

Upon the sale thereof. — 4 The substance of the transaction is alone to 
be considered upon the question whether the instrument is liable to 
stamp duty as a conveyance on sale * (per Kelly, C.B., in delivering 
judgment in Christie v. The Commissioners of Inland Revenue , Law Rep* 
2 Ex. at p. 50—in which case a conveyance by a retiring partner of 
his interest in the partnership property to the remaining partner for 
valuable consideration was held to be liable to conveyance duty). 
also Phillips v. The Commissioners of Inland Revenue , Law Rep. 2 Ex. 
399, a case not distinguishable from that of Christie above cited. 

T he following is a reference to what have been termed the family ar¬ 
rangement cases Penn d. Manifold v. Diamond, 4 B. & C. 243; Blandy 
v. Herbert, 9 B. & C. 39G; Massy v. Nanney, 3 Bing. N. 0. 478; Marquis 
o/ Uiandos v. The Commissioners of Inland Revenue, G Exch. 4G4. 
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marketable security, such conveyance is to be charged with ad 
valorem duty in respect of the amount due on the day of the date 
thereof for principal and interest upon such security. 

3. Periodical 'payments . 

(a) For a definite period. 

72 . (1) Where the consideration, or any part of the con¬ 
sideration, for a conveyance on sale consists of money payable 
periodically for a definite period, 1 so that the total amount to be 
paid can be previously ascertained, such conveyance is to be 
charged in respect of such consideration with ad valorem duty on 
such total amount. 

(b) In perpetuity or for indefinite period not life. 

(2) Where the consideration, or any part of the consideration, 
for a conveyance on sale consists of money payable periodically 
in perpetuity, or for any indefinite period not terminable with 
life, such conveyance is to be charged in respect of such con¬ 
sideration with ad valorem duty on the total amount which will 
or may, according to the terms of sale, be payable during the 
period of twenty years next after the day of the date of such 
instrument. 

(c) For any life or lives. 

(3) Where the consideration, or any part of the consideration, 
for a conveyance on sale consists of money payable periodically 
during any life or lives, such conveyance is to be charged in 
respect of such consideration with ad valorem duty on the amount 
which will or may, according to the terms of sale, be payable 


1 The whole section should be read together, and the charge for an 
annuity payable in perpetuity considered the maximum. This avoids 
the anomaly of the charge on a reservation for a definite period 
exceeding twenty years being heavier than that on a reservation in 
perpetuity. 
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CONVEYANCE or TRANSFER on sale— 
continued . 


DUTIES AND SPECIAL PECULATIONS. 


209 


SPECIAL REGULATIONS. 

during the period of twelve years next after the day of the date 
of such instrument. 

Special provisions regarding securities for periodical payments. 

(4) Provided that no conveyance on sale chargeable with ad 
valorem duty in respect of any periodical payments, 1 and con¬ 
taining also provision for securing such periodical payments, is 
to be charged with any duty whatsoever in respect of such 
provision, and no separate instrument made in any such case for 
securing such periodical payments is to be charged with any 
higher duty than ten shillings. 

Conveyance in consideration of a debt , or subject to 
any future payment. 

73 - Where any property is conveyed to any person in con¬ 
sideration, wholly or in part, of any debt due to him, or subject 
either certainly or contingently to the payment or transfer of any 
money or stock, whether being or constituting a charge or in¬ 
cumbrance upon the property or not, such debt, money, or stock 
is to be deemed the whole or part, as the case may be, of the 
consideration in respect whereof the conveyance is chargeable 
with ad valorem duty. 

One consideration. Several conveyances. 

74 . (1) Where any property has been contracted to be sold 
for one consideration for the whole* and is conveyed to the 
purchaser in separate parts or parcels by different instruments, 
the consideration is to be apportioned in such manner as the 
parties think fit, so that a distinct consideration for each separate 


1 A payment by instalments is a periodical payment within the 
meaning of this section. See Lirnmer Asphalte Company v. Commissioners 
of Inland Revenue , Law Rep. 7 Ex. 211. 

P 
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continued. 
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part or parcel is set forth in the conveyance relating thereto, and 
such conveyance is to be charged with ad valorem duty in respect 
of such distinct consideration. 

One consideration . Several purchasers. 

(2) Where property contracted to he purchased for one con¬ 
sideration for the whole by two or more persons jointly, or by any 
person for himself and others, or wholly for others, is conveyed in 
parts or parcels by separate instruments to the persons by or for 
whom the same was purchased for distinct parts of the considera¬ 
tion, the conveyance of each separate part or parcel is to be 
charged with ad valorem duty in respect of the distinct part of 
the consideration therein specified. 

Sub-purchases . 

(3) Where a person having contracted for the purchase of any 
property, but not having obtained a conveyance thereof, contracts 
to sell the same to any other person, and the property is in con¬ 
sequence conveyed immediately to the sub-purchaser, the con¬ 
veyance is to be charged with ad valorem duty in respect of the 
consideration for the sale by the original purchaser to the sub¬ 
purchaser. 

(4) Where a person having contracted for the purchase of any 
property, but not having obtained a conveyance contracts to sell 
the whole, or any part or parts thereof, to any other person or 
persons, and the property is in consequence conveyed by the 
original seller to different persons in parts or parcels, the con¬ 
veyance of each part or parcel is to be charged with ad valorem 
duty, in respect only of the consideration moving from the sub¬ 
purchaser thereof, without regard to the amount or value of the 
original consideration. 

(5) Where a sub-purchaser takes an actual conveyance of the 

p 2 
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CONVEYANCE or TRANSFER on sale— 
continued . 
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interest of the person immediately selling to him, which is 
chargeable with ad valorem duty in respect of the consideration 
moving from him, and is duly stamped accordingly, any convey¬ 
ance to be afterwards made to him of the same property by the 
original seller shall be exempt from the said ad valorem duty, 
and chargeable only with the duty to which it may be liable 
under any general description, but such last-mentioned duty shall 
not exceed the ad valorem duty. 

Sale of an annuity or right not before in existence. 

75 . Where upon the sale of any annuity or other right not 
before in existence such annuity or other right is not created by 
actual grant or conveyance, but is only secured by bond, warrant 
of attorney, covenant, contract, or otherwise, the bond or other 
instrument, or some one of such instruments, if there be more 
than one, is to be charged with the same duty as an actual grant 
or conveyance, and is for all the purposes of this Act to be 
deemed an instrument of conveyance on sale. 

Adjustive Provisions. 

Several instruments of conveyance , the principal only to 
be charged ivith ad valorem duty. 

76 - Where there are several instruments of conveyance for 
completing the purchaser’s title to the property sold, the prin¬ 
cipal instrument of conveyance only is to be charged with ad 
valorem duty, and the other instruments are to be respectively 
charged with such other duty as they may be liable to, but such 
last-mentioned duty shall not exceed the ad valorem duty payable 
in respect of the principal instrument. 

Provisions for ascertaining the Principal Instrument. 

77 . (1) In the cases below specified the principal instrument 
is to be ascertained in the following manner:— 
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DUTIES. 

CONVEYANCE or TRANSFER on sale— 
continued. 


£ s. d. 


CONVEYANCE or TRANSFER by way of security of 
any property (except such stock or debenture 
stock or funded debt as aforesaid ), or of any 
security. 

See Mortgage, &c. 

CONVEYANCE or TRANSFER of any kind not 

hereinbefore described . . . 0 10 0 

And see section 78. 


COPY or EXTRACT (attested or in any manner 
authenticated) of or from— 

(1) An instrument chargeable with any duty. 

(2) An original will, testament, or codicil. 

(3) The probate or probate copy of a will or codicil. 

(4) Any letters of administration or any confirma¬ 

tion of a testament. 

(')) Any public register (except any register of births , 
baptisms , marriages , deaths , or burials). 
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(a) Where any copyhold or customary estate is conveyed by 
a deed, no surrender being necessary, the deed is to be 
deemed the principal instrument: 

(b) In other cases of copyhold or customary estates, the sur¬ 
render or grant, if made out of court, or the memorandum 
thereof, and the copy of court-roll of the surrender or 
grant, if made in court, shall be deemed the principal 
instrument: 

(c) Where in Scotland there is a disposition or assignation 
executed by the seller, and any other instrument is exe¬ 
cuted for completing the title, the disposition or assigna¬ 
tion is to be deemed the principal instrument. 

(2) In any other case the parties may determine for themselves 
which of several instruments is to be deemed the principal instru¬ 
ment, and may pay the ad valorem duty thereon accordingly. 

Conveyances on any occasion except Sale or Mortgage, 

78 . Every instrument, and every decree or order of any court 
or of any commissioners, whereby any property on any occasion, ex¬ 
cept a sale or mortgage, is transferred to or vested in any person, 
is chargeable with duty as a conveyance or transfer of property. 

Provided that a conveyance or transfer made for effectuating 
the appointment of a new trustee is not to be charged with any 
higher duty than ten shillings. 

Attested Copies and Extracts, 

79 . An attested or otherwise authenticated copy or extract of 
or from— 

(1) An instrument chargeable with any duty; 

(2) An original will, testament, or codicil; 

(3) The probate or probate copy of a will or codicil; 

(4) Letters of administration or a confirmation of a testament; 
may be stamped at any time within fourteen days after the date 
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DUTIES. 


(6) The books, rolls, or records of any court. 1 

In the case of an instrument chargeable with 
any duty not amounting to one shilling . 
In any other case . 


Exemptions. 

(1) Copy or extract of or from any law proceedings. 

(2) Copy or extract in Scotland of or from the 

commission of any person as a delegate or 
representative to the convention of royal 
burghs or the general assembly or any pres¬ 
bytery or church court. 

And see section 79. 

COPY or EXTRACT ( certified ) of or from any register 
of births, baptisms, marriages, deaths, or burials 

Exemptions. 

(1) Copy or extract furnished by any clergyman, 

registrar, or other official person, pursuant to 
and for the purposes of any Act of Parlia¬ 
ment, or furnished to any general or super¬ 
intending registrar under any general regu¬ 
lation. 

(2) Copy or extract for which the person giving 

the same is not entitled to any fee or reward. 
And see section 80. 

COPYHOLD and CUSTOMARY ESTATES—Instru¬ 
ments relating thereto. 

Upon a sale thereof. See Conveyance on Sale. 
Upon a mortgage thereof. See Mortgage, &c. 

Upon a demise thereof. See Lease or Tack. 

Upon any other occasion. 


£ s. d. 


The same duty 
as such in¬ 
strument. 

0 1 0 


0 0 1 


this means a court of judicature, and not a manorial court. 
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of the attestation or authentication, on payment of the duty only 
without any penalty. 1 2 


Certified Copies and Extracts from Registers of Births , &c. 

80 . The duty upon a certified copy or extract of or from any 
register of births, baptisms, marriages, deaths, or burials is to be 
paid by the person requiring the copy or extract, and may be 
denoted by an adhesive stamp, which is to be cancelled by the 
person by whom the copy or extract is signed before he delivers 
the same out of his hands, custody, or power. 


Copyhold and Customary Estates? 

81 . (1) The copy of court-roll of a surrender or grant made 
out of court shall not be admissible or available as evidence of 

1 The reason for confining the operation of this clause to the first 
four heads of charge is, that in the other two cases it is the duty of some 
official to see that the copy or extract is made on the proper stamp. 

2 The alterations in the stamp duties on instruments relating to 
copyhold and customary estates made by ‘ The Stamp Act, 1870,’ had 
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DUTIES. 

£ s. d. 

Surrender 1 or grant 2 made out of court, or the 
memorandum thereof, 

and copy of court roll of any surrender or 

grant made in court . . . 0 10 0 

And see sections 81, 82, 83, 84, 85, and 86. 

COST BOOK MINES. See Transfer. 

COUNTERPART. See Duplicate. 

COVENANT for securing the payment or repayment 
of money, or the transfer or retransfer of stock. 

See Mortgage, &c. 

COVENANT in relation to any annuity upon the 
original creation and sale thereof. 

See Conveyance on Sale, and section 75. 

COVENANT in relation to any annuity ( except upon 
the original creation and sale thereof ) or to 
other periodical payments. 

See Bond, Covenant, &c. 

COVENANT. Any separate deed of covenant ( not 
being an instrument chargeable with ad valorem 
duty as a conveyance on sale or mortgage) made 
on the sale or mortgage of any property, and 
relating solely to the conveyance or enjoyment 
of, or the title to, the property sold or mort¬ 
gaged, or to the production of the muniments of 
title relating thereto, or to all or any of the 
matters aforesaid. 

Where the ad valorem duty in respect of the con- amount 

sideration or mortgage-money does not ex-j of such ad 

& J valorem 

ceed 10s. . . . • { duty. 

In any other case . . . . . 0 10 0 


1 This includes any surrender to the use of a will. 

2 Grant means what was termed in the old stamp acts voluntary 
grant, and does not include a grant of admittance to an heir or 
devisee. 
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the surrender or grant, unless the surrender or grant, or the 
memorandum thereof, is duly stamped, of which fact the certifi¬ 
cate of the steward of the manor on the face of such copy shall be 
sufficient evidence. 

(2) The entry upon the court-rolls of a surrender or grant shall 
not be admissible or available as evidence of the surrender or 
grant, unless the surrender or grant, if made out of court, or the 
memorandum thereof, or the copy of court-roll of the surrender 
or grant, if made in court, is duly stamped, of which fact the 
certificate of the steward of the manor in the margin of such 
entry shall be sufficient evidence. 

82. No instrument is to be charged more than once with duty 
by reason of relating to several distinct tenements, in respect 
whereof several fines or fees are due to the lord or steward of the 
manor. 

83. (1) All the facts and circumstances affecting the liability 
to ad valorem duty of the copy of court-roll of any surrender or 
grant made in court, or the amount of ad valorem duty with which 
any such copy of court-roll is chargeable, are to be fully and truly 
stated in a note to be delivered to the steward of the manor before 
the surrender or grant is made. 

(2) Every person who, with intent to defraud Her Majesty, her 
heirs or successors— 

(a) Makes in court any surrender before such a note as afore¬ 
said has been delivered to the steward of the manor; 

(b) Being employed or concerned in or about the preparation 
of any such note as aforesaid, neglects or omits fully and 


two objects in view: 1. A measure of justice—to adjust the incidence of 
the tax so that transactions relating to lands held under this particular 
tenure should no longer be more highly taxed than those relating to 
freeholds. 2. The security of the revenue. The first of these is 
attained by alterations made in the charges under this head, which no 
longer include admittances or licences to demise, and the enactment 
contained in section 82, which settles in favour of the taxpayer what 
was previously a very doubtful point; the other by means of the new 
provisions contained in section 81, (1) and (2). 
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CURACY ( Perpetual ), licence to hold. Nomination to. 

See Appointment, &c., to ecclesiastical benefices. 

CUSTOMARY ESTATES. See Copyhold. 

DEBENTURE for securing the payment or repay¬ 
ment of money or the transfer or retransfer of 
stock. 

See Mortgage, &c. 

DEBENTURE or CERTIFICATE for entitling any 
person to receive any drawback of auy duty or 
duties, or part of any duty or duties, of customs 
or excise, or any bounty payable out of the 
revenue of customs or excise, for or in respect of 
any goods, wares, or merchandise exported or 
shipped to be exported from any part of the 
United Kingdom to any part beyond the sea. 

Where the drawback or bounty to be received does 

not exceed 10L . . . .01 

Exceeds 10L and does not exceed 50 L . .02 

Exceeds 50l. . . . . .05 

DECLARATION of any use or trust of or concerning 
any property by any writing, not being a deed or 
will, or an instrument chargeable with ad valorem 
duty as a settlement . . . . 0 10 

DECLARATION ( Statutory ). See Affidavit. 

DECREET ARBITRAL. See Award. 

DEED whereby any real burden is declared or created 
on lands or heritable subjects in Scotland. 

See Mortgage, &c., and section 105. 

DEED containing an obligation to infeft any person 
in heritable subjects in Scotland, under a clause 
of reversion, as a security for money. 

See Mortgage, &c., and section 105 . 
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truly to state therein all the above-mentioned facts and 
circumstances; 

shall forfeit the sum of fifty pounds. 

Obligations imposed on the Steward of the Manor. 

84. The steward of every manor shall refuse— 

(1) To accept in court any surrender, or to make in court 
any grant, until such a note as is required by the last 
preceding section has been delivered to him: 

(2) To enter on the court-rolls, or accept any presentment 
of, or admit any person to be tenant under or by virtue 
of, any surrender or grant made out of court, or any deed 
which is not duly stamped : 

And in any case in which he does not so refuse shall forfeit the 
sum of fifty pounds. 

85 . The steward of every manor shall, within four months 
from the day on which any surrender or grant is made in court, 
make out a duly stamped copy of court-roll of such surrender or 
grant, and have the same ready for delivery to the person entitled 
thereto, and if he neglects so to do shall forfeit the sum of fifty 
pounds; and the duty payable in respect of such copy of court- 
roll shall be a debt to Her Majesty, her heirs or successors, from 
such steward, whether he shall have received it or not, and shall 
be recoverable by the summary means provided for the recovery 
of duties received and not applied, and if he has not received the 
duty the same shall also be a debt to Her Majesty, her heirs or 
successors, from the party entitled to such copy, and recoverable 
from him in manner aforesaid. 

The Steward may insist on Payment of his Fees and the Duty. 

86 . The steward of any manor may, before he accepts in court 
any surrender or makes in court any grant, demand and insist on 
the payment of his lawful fees in relation to the surrender or 
grant, together with the duty payable on the copy of court-roll 
thereof, and may refuse to proceed in any such matter or to 
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DUTIES. 

£ s. d, 

DEED containing an obligation to infeft or seize in 
an annuity to be uplifted out of heritable subjects 
in Scotland. 

See Bond, Covenant, &c. 

DEED of any kind whatsoever, not described in this 

schedule . . . . 0 10 0 

DEFEAZANCE. Deed or other instrument of de¬ 
feazance of any conveyance, disposition, assigna¬ 
tion, or tack, apparently absolute, but intended 
only as a security for money or stock. 

See Mortgage, &c., and section 105. 

DELIVERY ORDER . . . .001 

And see sections 87, 89, 90, and 91. 

DEPOSIT of title deeds. See Mortgage, &c., and 
section 105. 

DEPUTATION by the Commissioners of Inland 
Revenue or the Commissioners of Customs. 

See Commission. 

DEPUTATION or APPOINTMENT of a gamekeeper 0 10 0 

DISPENSATION. See Faculty. 

DISPOSITION of heritable property in Scotland to 
singular successors or purchasers. 

See Conveyance on Sale. 

DISPOSITION of heritable property in Scotland to a 
purchaser, containing a clause declaring all or 
any part of the purchase-money a real burden 
upon, or affecting, the heritable property there¬ 
by disponed, or any part thereof. 

See Conveyance on Sale, Mortgage, &c., and sec¬ 
tion 105. 

DISPOSITION in Scotland containing constitution of 
feu or ground annual right. See Conveyance on 
Sale, and section 72. 


DUTIES AND SPECIAL REGULATIONS. 


223 


SPECIAL REGULATIONS. 

deliver such copy of court-roll to any person until such fees and 
duty are paid. 

Section 105 is printed opposite Mortgage. 


Delivery Orders. 

87 . The term delivery order’ means any document or writing 
entitling, or intended to entitle, any person therein named, or his 
assigns, or the holder thereof, to the delivery of any goods, wares, 
or merchandise of the value of forty shillings or upwards lying in 
any dock or port, or in any warehouse in which goods are stored 
or deposited on rent or hire, or upon any wharf, such document or 
writing being signed by or on behalf of the owner of such goods, 
wares or merchandise, upon the sale or transfer of the property 
therein. 

88 relates to and is printed opposite Warrant for Goods. 

89 . The duty upon a delivery order may be denoted by an 
adhesive stamp, which is to be cancelled by the person by whom 
the instrument is made, executed, or issued. 

90. The duty upon a delivery order is, in the absence of any 
special stipulation, to be paid by the person to whom the order is 
given, and any person from whom a delivery order chargeable 
with duty is required may refuse to give it, unless or until the 
amount of the duty is paid to him. 

91 . (1) Every document or writing in the nature of a delivery 
order is to be deemed to have been given upon a sale of, or trans¬ 
fer of the property in, goods, wares, or merchandise of the value 
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DISPOSITION in security in Scotland. See Mort¬ 
gage, &c. 

DISPOSITION of any wadset, heritable bond, &c. 

See Mortgage, &c. 

DISPOSITION in Scotland of any property or of any 
right or interest therein not described in this 
schedule . . • • . 0 10 0 

DOCK WARRANT. 1 See Warrant for Goods. 

DOCKET made on passing any instrument under the 

Great Seal of the United Kingdom . .020 

DONATION of any ecclesiastical benefice, dignity, or 
promotion. 

See ArroiNTMENT, &c., to ecclesiastical benefices. 

DRAFT for money. See Bill of Exchange, and 
section 48. 


DUPLICATE or COUNTERPART of any instrument 
chargeable with any duty. 

Where such duty does not amount to 5s. . 

In any other case . 

And see section 93. 


The same duty 
as the ori¬ 
ginal to' 

strument. 

0 5 0 


1 See definition in section 88 printed opposite Warrant for Goods, 
and vide p. 9G. 
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of forty shillings or upwards, unless the contrary is expressly 
stated therein ; and every person who— 

(<x) Untruly states, or knowingly or willingly allows it to be 
untruly stated, in any such document or writing, either 
that the transaction to which it relates is not a sale or 
transfer of property, or that the goods, wares, or mer¬ 
chandise to which it relates are not of the value of forty 
shillings; 

(6) Makes, signs, or issues any delivery order chargeable with 
duty, but not being duly stamped; 

(c) Knowingly or wilfully, either himself, or by his servant 
or any other person, procures or requires or authorises 
the delivery of, or delivers, any goods, wares, or mer¬ 
chandise mentioned in any delivery order which is not 
duly stamped, or which contains to his knowledge any 
false statement with reference either to the nature of 
the transaction, or the value of the goods, wares, or 
merchandise, 

shall forfeit the sum of twenty pounds. 

(2) But no delivery order is, by reason of the same being un¬ 
stamped, to be deemed invalid in the hands of the person having 
the custody of, or delivering out, the goods, wares, or merchandise 
therein mentioned, unless such person is proved to have been party 
or privy to some fraud on the revenue in relation thereto. 

92 relates to and is printed opposite Warrant for Goods. 

Duplicates and Counterparts . 

93 . The duplicate or counterpart of an instrument chargeable 
with duty (except the counterpart of an instrument chargeable as 
a lease, such counterpart not being executed by or on behalf of 
any lessor or grantor), is not to be deemed duly stamped unless it 
is stamped as an original instrument, or unless it appears by some 
stamp impressed thereon that the full and proper duty has been 
paid upon the original instrument of which it is the duplicate or 
counterpart. 

Q 
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DUTIES. 

ECCLESIASTICAL BENEFICE. See Appointment, 
&c., to ecclesiastical benefices. 

EIK to a reversion. See Mortgage, &c., and section 
105. 

EXCHANGE or EXCAMBION — Instruments ef¬ 
fecting. 

In the case specified in section 94 see that section. 

In any other case ..... 

EXEMPLIFICATION or CONSTAT, under the Great 
Seal of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland of any letters patent or grant made 
or to be made by Her Majesty, her heirs or suc¬ 
cessors, or by any of her royal predecessors of any 
honour, dignity, promotion, franchise, liberty, or 
privilege, or of any lands, office, or other thing 
whatsoever ..... 

EXEMPLIFICATION under the seal of any court in 
England or Ireland of any record or proceeding 
therein ...... 

EXTRACT. See Copy or Extract. 

FACTORY, in the nature of a letter or power of at¬ 
torney in Scotland. 

See Letter or Power of Attorney. 

FACULTY, LICENCE, COMMISSION, or DISPEN¬ 
SATION for admitting or authorising any person 
to act as a notary public: 

In England ..... 

In Scotland or Ireland .... 

FACULTY or DISPENSATION of any other kind: 

In England ..... 

In Ireland ..... 

FEU CONTRACT in Scotland. See Conveyance on 
Sale, and section 72. 


£ s. d 

0 10 0 

5 0 0 

3 0 0 

30 0 0 

20 0 0 

30 0 0 

25 0 0 


DUTIES AND SPECIAL REGULATIONS. 


227 


SPECIAL REGULATIONS. 


Section 105 is printed opposite Mortgage. 

Exchange or Excambion and Partition or Division. 

94 . Where, upon the exchange of any real or heritable pro¬ 
perty for any other real or heritable property, 1 or upon the partition 
or division of any real or heritable property, any consideration ex¬ 
ceeding in amount or value one hundred pounds is paid or given, 
or agreed to be paid or given, for equality, the principal or only 
instrument whereby such exchange or partition or division is 
effected is to be charged with the same ad valorem duty as a con¬ 
veyance on sale for such consideration, and with such duty only; 
and where in any such case there are several instruments for 
completing the title of either party, the principal instrument is 
to be ascertained, and the other instruments are to be charged 
with duty according to the provisions of the seventy-sixth and 
seventy-seventh sections of this Act. [For these sections, see 
pp. 213 and 215.] 


1 Obs. —This provision applies to an exchange of leaseholds, the 
term * real or heritable property ’ being descriptive of the property 
dealt with, and not of the interest which either party has in it. 

Q 2 
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DUTIES. 


FOREIGN SECUPITY. See Mortgage, &c., and 
sections 113, 114 and 115. 1 

FUETHER CHARGE or FURTHER SECURITY. 
See Mortgage, &c., and section 109. 

GRANT or LETTERS PATENT under the Great 
Seal of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland, or of the Great Seal of Ireland, or 
the Seal of the Duchy or County Palatine of 
Lancaster, or under the Seal kept and used in 
Scotland in place of the Great Seal formerly 
used there: 

(1) Of the honour or dignity of a duke 

„ „ of a marquis . 

„ „ of an earl 

„ ,, of a viscount 

,, ,, of a baron 

„ „ of a baronet . 

(2) Of a conge d’elire to any dean and chapter 

for the election of an archbishop or bishop . 

(3) Of the Royal Assent to, or signification of, 

the election made by any dean and chapter, 
or of the nomination and presentation by 
Her Majesty, her heirs or successors, in 
default of such election of any person to be 
an archbishop or bishop 

(4) Of or for the restitution of the temporalities 

to any archbishop or bishop 

(5) Of any other honour, dignity, or promotion 

whatsoever ..... 

(6) Of any franchise, liberty, or privilege to any 

person or body politic or corporate . 


As altered by the Act of the 34 Viet. c. 4, ss. 1, 2, < 
opposite Mortgage. 


£ s. d. 


350 0 0 
300 0 0 
250 0 0 
200 0 0 
150 0 0 
100 0 0 


30 0 0 


; see iwst, 
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Sections 113, 114 and 115, are printed opposite Mortgage. 


Section 109 is printed opposite Mortgage. 

Grants of Honours and Dignities . 

95 . (1) Where two or more honours or dignities are granted 
by the same letters patent to the same person, such letters patent 
are to be charged with the proper duty in respect of the highest 
in point of rank only. 

(2) Where any honour or dignity, honours or dignities, is or 
are granted to any person or persons in remainder, the letters 
patent are to be charged with such further duty in respect of 
every remainder as would have been payable for an original grant 
of the same honour or dignity, honours or dignities. 
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DUTIES. 

Exemptions. 

(1) Commissions of rebellion in process. 

(2) Letters patent or briefs for collecting charitable 

benevolences. 

(3) Letters patent for confirming any dispensation 

hereinbefore charged with duty. 

(4) Letters patent appointing sheriffs in England 

or Ireland, and the writs of assistance accom¬ 
panying such letters patent. 

And see section 95. 

GRANT or WARRANT OF PRECEDENCE to take 
rank among nobility, under the sign manual of 
Her Majesty, her heirs or successors 

GRANT or LICENCE under the sign manual to take 
and use a surname and arms, or a surname only: 

In compliance with the injunctions of any will or 
settlement . 

Upon any voluntary application 

GRANT of arms or armorial ensigns only, under the 
sign manual, or by any of the Kings of Arms of 
England, Scotland, or Ireland 

GPANT of copyhold or customary estates. See Con¬ 
veyance—Copyiiold. 

GPANT of the custody of the person or estate of any 
lunatic . 

HERITABLE BOND. See Mortgage, &c., and sec¬ 
tion 105. 

INSTITUTION. See Appointment, &c., to ecclesias¬ 
tical benefices. 


100 0 0 


50 0 0 

10 0 0 


10 0 0 


2 0 0 
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Section 95 is printed on page 229. 


Section 105 is printed opposite Mortgage. 
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DUTIES. 

INVENTORY. See Schedule. 

LEASE or TACK— 

(1) For any definite term less than a year: 

(a) Of any dwelling-house or tenement, or part 

of a dwelling-house or tenement, at a rent 
not exceeding the rate of 10L per annum . 

(b) Of any furnished dwelling-house or apart¬ 

ments where the rent for such term ex¬ 
ceeds 2 51. ..... 

r 

(c) Of any lands, tenements, or heritable sub¬ 

jects except or otherwise than as afore- - 
said ..... 

(2) For any other definite term or for any indefi¬ 

nite term: 

Of any lands, tenements, or heritable subjects— 
Where the consideration, or any part of the 
consideration, moving either to the lessor 
or to any other person, consists of any 
money, stock, or security: 

r 

In respect of such consideration . . j 

l 

Where the consideration or any part of the 
consideration is any rent: 

In respect of such consideration : 

If the rent, whether reserved as a yearly 
rent or otherwise, is at a rate or average 
rate: 1 


£ s. d. 


0 0 1 


0 2 6 
The same duty 
as a lease 
for a year 
at the rent 
reserved for 
the definite 
term. 


The same duty 
as a convey¬ 
ance on a 
sale for the 
same consi¬ 
deration. 


1 Under the pre-existing law, the charge in respect of rent upon 
leases for years depended upon the yearly rent, which had been held to 
mean the rent reserved during every year of the term ( see Pearson 
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Leases, &c. 

Agreements for not more than 35 years charged as leases. 

96 . ( 1 ) An agreement for a lease or tack, or with respect to 
the letting of any lands, tenements, or heritable subjects for any 
term not exceeding thirty-five years, is to be charged with the 
same duty as if it were an actual lease or tack made for the term 
and consideration mentioned in the agreement. 

(2) A lease or tack made subsequently to, and in conformity 
with, such an agreement duly stamped, is to be charged with the 
duty of sixpence only. 


The Consideration. 

1. Valuation of any produce or other goods reserved as rent . 

97 . (1) Where the consideration, or any part of the con¬ 
sideration, for which any lease or tack is granted or agreed to be 
granted, does not consist of money, but consists of any produce 
or other goods, the value of such produce or goods is to be deemed 
a consideration in respect of which the lease or tack or agreement 
is chargeable with ad valorem duty, and where it is stipulated that 
the value of such produce or goods is to amount at least to, or is 
not to exceed, a given sum, or where the lessee is specially charged 
with, or has the option of paying after, any permanent rate of 
conversion, the value of such produce or goods is, for the purpose 
of assessing the ad valorem duty, to be estimated at such given 
sum, or according to such permanent rate. 

(2) A lease or tack or agreement made either entirely or 
partially for any such consideration, if it contains a statement of 
the value of such consideration, and is stamped in accordance with 


v. The Commissioners of Inland Revenue , Law Rep. 3 Ex. 242) ; it now 
depends upon the average yearly rent during the whole of the term. 
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DUTIES. 



If the term is 
definite, and 
does not ex¬ 
ceed 35 years, 
or is indefinite 

If the term, 
being definite, 
exceeds 35 
years, but does 
not exceed 
100 years 

If the term, 
being defi¬ 
nite, exceeds 
100 years 

Not exceeding 51. per 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ s. d. 

annum 

0 

0 

6 

0 

3 

0 

0 6 0 

Exceeding— 








51.\ and 1 1 10fc ho l. 

1 exceeding J 

lOi. „ 15 l. 

0 

1 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 12 0 

0 

1 

6 

0 

9 

0 

0 18 0 

151. „ 20 l. 

0 

2 

0 

0 

12 

0 

1 4 0 

20 l. „ 25 l. 

0 

2 

6 

0 

15 

0 

1 10 0 

25 l. „ 50 l. 

0 

5 

0 

1 

10 

0 

3 0 0 

50 l. „ 7 51. 

0 

7 

6 

2 

5 

0 

4 10 0 

75 1. „ 100Z. 

0 

10 

0 

3 

0 

0 

6 0 0 

lOOi. 

For every full sum of 
50 1. and also for any 
fractional part of 








50 1. thereof 

0 

5 

0 

1 

10 

0 

3 0 0 


(3) 1 Of any other kind whatsoever not hereinbefore 

described . . . . . 0 10 0 

And see sections 96, 97, 98, 99 and 100. 


1 Obs. :—A lease, to he chargeable under art. (3) need not be of 
lands, tenements, or heritable subjects.’ 
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such statement, is, so far as regards the subject matter of such 
statement, to be deemed duly stamped, unless or until it is other¬ 
wise shown that such statement is incorrect, and that it is in fact 
not duly stamped. 

2. Penal Rents . Surrender of existing Lease. 

98 .( 1 ) A lease or tack, or agreement for a lease or tack, or 
with respect to any letting, is not to be charged with any duty 
in respect of any penal rent, or increased rent in the nature of a 
penal rent, thereby reserved or agreed to be reserved or made 
payable, or by reason of being made in consideration of the sur¬ 
render or abandonment of any existing lease, tack, or agreement 
of or relating to the same subject matter. 

3. Further Consideration . Covenant to improve , &c. 

(2) 1 No lease made for any consideration or considerations in 
respect whereof it is chargeable with ad valorem duty, and in 
further consideration either of a covenant by the lessee to make, 
or of his having previously made, any substantial improvement of 
or addition to the property demised to him, or of any covenant 
relating to the matter of the lease, is to be charged with any duty 
in respect of such further consideration* 2 


1 As to a lease containing an agreement that the lessee shall have 
the right of purchasing the premises at the end of, or at any time 
during, the term, for a given sum, see Worthington v. Warrington , 5. 
Manning G. & S. 635; 17 L. J. R. (N. S.) C. P. 117. 

2 No lease already made or hereafter to be made for any considera¬ 
tion or considerations in respect whereof it is chargeable with ad 
valorem stamp duty, and in further consideration either of a covenant 
by the lessee to make or of his having previously made any substantial 
improvement of or addition to the property demised to him, or of any 
usual covenant, shall be deemed to be or to have been chargeable with 
any stamp duty in respect of such further consideration. (See 33 & 34 
Viet. c. 44.) 
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LEASE or TACK- 

Continued . 
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Special Cases . 

1. Certain Leases for Lives , and Ecclesiastical Leases not 
exceeding tiuenty-one years . 

(3) No lease for a life or lives not exceeding three, or for a 
term of years determinable with a life or lives not exceeding 
three, and no lease for a term absolute not exceeding twenty-one 
years, granted by an ecclesiastical corporation aggregate or sole, 
is to be charged with any higher duty than thirty-five shillings. 

2. Trinity College (Dublin) Leases exceeding thirty-five years. 

(4) No lease for a definite term exceeding thirty-five years 
granted under the 4 Trinity College (Dublin) Leasing and Per¬ 
petuity Act, 1851,’ is to be charged with any higher duty than 
would have been chargeable thereon if it had been a lease for a 
definite term not exceeding thirty-five years. 

3. Scotch Agreements and Leases for any definite term not exceed¬ 
ing a year , of Dwelling-houses at small rents. 

(5) No lease or tack, or agreement for a lease or tack, in Scot¬ 
land, of any dwelling-house or tenement, or part of a dwelling- 
house or tenement, for any definite term not exceeding a year, 
at a rent not exceeding the rate of ten pounds per annum, is to 
he charged with any higher duty than one penny. 

4. Certain Leases for any definite term less than a year. 

Adhesive Stamps. 

99. The duty upon an instrument chargeable with duty as 
a lease or tack for any definite term less than a year of— 

(1) Any dwelling-house or tenement, or part of a dwelling- 
house or tenement, at a rent not exceeding the rate of 
ten pounds per annum ; 

(2) Any furnished dwelling-house or apartments ; 

Or upon the duplicate or counterpart of any such instrument, 
may he denoted by an adhesive stamp, which is to be cancelled 
by the person by whom the instrument is first executed. 
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£ s. d 


LEASE or TACK— 

Continued . 


LETTER OF ALLOTMENT or LETTER OF RE¬ 
NUNCIATION, or any other document having 
the effect of a letter of allotment: 

(1) Of any share of any company or proposed- 

company . 

(2) In respect of any loan raised, or proposed to 

be raised, by any company or proposed 
company, or by any municipal body or cor¬ 
poration . 

(3) Issued or delivered in the United Kingdom, * 

of any share of any foreign or colonial com¬ 
pany or proposed company, or in respect of 
any loan raised or proposed to be raised by 
or on behalf of any foreign or colonial 
state, government, municipal body, corpo¬ 
ration, or company . . . • J 

And SCRIP CERTIFICATE, SCRIP, or other docu¬ 


0 0 1 


ment: 1 

(1) Entitling any person to become the proprietor 
of any share of any company or proposed 
company . . . . . 0 0 1 

1 Obs.—A s to Share Certificates. A certificate evidencing title to a 
share in a company is not within this charge, which is limited to 
documents ‘ entitling any person to become the proprietor of any shaie. 
The Stamp Act contains no charge which could embrace such an 
instrument. 
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100 . (1) Every person who executes, or prepares, or is em¬ 
ployed in preparing, any instrument upon which the duty may, 
under the provisions of the last preceding section, be denoted by 
an adhesive stamp, and which is not, at or before the execution 
thereof, duly stamped, shall forfeit the sum of five pounds. 

(2) Provided that nothing in this section contained shall 
render any person liable to the said penalty of five pounds in 
respect of any letters or correspondence. 1 

Letters of Allotment , Scrip Certificates , and Scrip . 

101 . Every person who executes, grants, issues, or delivers 
out any document chargeable with duty as a letter of allotment, 
letter of renunciation, or scrip certificate, or as scrip, before the 
same is duly stamped, shall forfeit the sum of twenty pounds. 


1 Obs. —The permission to use an adhesive stamp given in s. 99, 
and the penalty imposed by s. 100, do not apply to leases or tacks in 
Scotland of any dwelling-house or tenement or part of a dwelling-house 
or tenement for a year at a rent not exceeding ten pounds. 
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DUTIES. 

(2) Issued or delivered in the United Kingdom," 

and entitling any person to become the 
proprietor of any share of any foreign or 
colonial company or proposed company 

(3) Denoting, or intended to denote, the right of 

any person as a subscriber in respect of any 
loan raised or proposed to be raised by any 
company or proposed company, or by any 
municipal body or corporation 

(4) Issued or delivered in the United Kingdom, 

and denoting, or intended to denote, the 
right of any person as a subscriber in re¬ 
spect of any loan raised or proposed to be 
raised by or on behalf of any foreign or 
colonial state, government, municipal body, 
corporation, or company . . • > 

And see section 101. 

LETTER or POWER OF ATTORNEY, or COM¬ 
MISSION, FACTORY, MANDATE, or other in¬ 
strument in the nature thereof: 

(1) For the sole purpose of appointing or authoris¬ 

ing a proxy to vote at any one meeting at 
which votes may be given by proxy, whether 
the number of persons named in such in¬ 
strument be one or more 1 

(2) By any petty officer, seaman, marine or soldier 

serving as a marine, or by the executors or 
administrators of any such person, for re¬ 
ceiving prize money or wages 

(3) For the receipt of the dividends or interest of 

any stock: 

Where made for the receipt of one payment 
only ..... 
In any other case .... 


0 0 1 


0 0 1 


0 1 0 


0 1 0 
0 5 0 


1 See 34 Yict. c. 4. s. 4. 
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Letters or Powers of Attorney . 

Proxies to vote at a Meeting . 

102 . 1 (1) Every letter or power of attorney for the purpose of 
appointing a proxy to vote at a meeting, hereby charged with the 
duty of one penny, is to specify the day upon which the meeting 
at which it is intended to be used is to be held, and is to be 
available only at the meeting so specified, or any adjournment 
thereof. 

(2) The said duty of one penny may be denoted by an adhesive 
stamp, which is to be cancelled by the person by whom the instru¬ 
ment is executed. 

(3) Every person who makes or executes, or votes or attempts 
to vote, under or by means of any such letter or power of attorney 
not being duly stamped, shall forfeit the sum of fifty pounds. 

(4) Every vote given or tendered under the authority or by 
means of any such letter or power of attorney not being duly 
stamped, shall be absolutely null and void. 

(5) And no such letter or power of attorney shall on any 


1 Only so much of s. 102 as relates to powers of attorney is printed 
here. The section relates also to voting papers, and is printed in full 
opposite VOTING PAPER. 

11 
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DUTIES. 

(4) For the receipt of any sum of money, or any bill 

of exchange or promissory note for any sum 
of money, not exceeding 20£., or any periodical 
payments not exceeding the annual sum of 
10 l. (not being hereinbefore charged) 

(5) For the sale, transfer, or acceptance of any of 

the Government or Parliamentary stocks or 
funds : 

Where the value of such stocks or funds 
does not exceed 201. 

In any other case .... 

(6) Of any kind whatsoever not hereinbefore de¬ 

scribed ..... 

Exemptions. 

(1) Letter or power of attorney for the receipt of 

dividends of any definite and certain share 
of the Government or Parliamentary stocks 
or funds producing a yearly dividend of less 
than 3 1. 

(2) Letter or power of attorney or proxy filed in 

the Court of Probate in England or Ireland, 
or in any ecclesiastical court. 

(3) Letter or power of attorney for voting on any 

election of directors of the East India Com¬ 
pany. 

And see sections 102, 103 and 104. 

LETTERS OF MARQUE AND REPRISAL. 
LETTERS PATENT. See Grant. 

LETTER OF REVERSION in Scotland. See 
Mortgage, &c., and section 105. 

LICENCE for Marriage. 

Special— 

In England or Ireland 


£ s. cf, 

0 5 0 

0 5 0 

0 10 0 

0 10 0 


5 0 0 


5 0 0 
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pretence whatever be stamped after the execution thereof by any 
person. 

Powers of Attorney relating to Government Stocks. 

103 . A letter or power of attorney for the sale, transfer, or 
acceptance of any of the Government or Parliamentary stocks or 
funds, duly stamped for that purpose, is not to be charged with 
any further duty by reason of containing an authority for the re¬ 
ceipt of the dividends on the same stocks or funds. 

Order to pay Dividends—not Power of Attorney . 

104. A writing under hand only containing an order, request, 
or direction from the owner or proprietor of any stock to any 
company or to any officer of any company, or to any banker, to 
pay the dividends or interest arising from such stock to any 
person therein named, is not chargeable with duty as a letter or 
power of attorney. 
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DUTIES. 


Not special— 

In England .... 

LICENCE under the seal 1 of any archbishop, bishop, 
chancellor, or other ordinary, or by any ecclesias¬ 
tical court in England or Ireland, or by any 
presbytery or other ecclesiastical power in Scot¬ 
land : 

(1) To hold the office of lecturer, reader, chap-' 

lain, church clerk, chapel clerk, parish 
clerk, or sexton .... 

(2) For licensing a building for the performance 

of divine service within an ecclesiastical 
district formed under the provisions of The 
New Parishes Act .... 

(3) For licensing any chapel for the solemniza- • 

tion of marriages therein, pursuant to the 
provisions of the Act 6 & 7 Will. 4. c. 85. 

(4) For licensing or authorising any matter re¬ 

lating to a consecrated building or ground, 
or anything to be constructed, set up, taken 
down, or altered therein, or to be removed 
therefrom . 

(5) For any other purpose (except a licence to 

hold a peipetual curacy) 


£ s. d. 

0 10 0 


0 10 0 


2 0 0 


Exemptions. 

(1) Licence granted to any spiritua person to per¬ 
form divine service in any building approved 
by the archbishop or bishop in lieu of any 
church or chapel whilst the same is under 
repair or is rebuilding, or in any building so 
approved for the convenience of the inha- 


1 Obs,— A licence for non-residence under 1 & 2 Viet. c. 106, s. 43, 
as not under seal, but under hand only, is not within this charge. 




DUTIES AND SPECIAL REGULATIONS. 


245 


SFECIAL REGULATIONS. 


24G 


DUTIES AND SPECIAL REGULATIONS. 


bitants of a parish resident at a distance from 
the church or consecrated chapel. 

(2) Licence to a stipendiary curate, wherein the 

annual amount of the stipend is specified. 

(3) Licence for the purpose of authorising or en¬ 

abling any person to preach or exercise any 
other spiritual function, not being a licence 
to hold the office of lecturer, reader, or chap¬ 
lain, and there being no salary or emolument 
for or attached to the exercise of the func¬ 
tion for which such licence is granted. 

LICENCE to act as a notary public. See Faculty. 
LICENCE to use surname or arms. See Grant. 
MARRIAGE CONTRACT. See Settlement. 
MARRIAGE LICENCE. See Licence. 


d 


MEMORIAL to be registered pursuant to any Act of 
Parliament, made or to be made, for the public 
registering of deeds and conveyances in England 
or Ireland : 

Where the instrument registered is charge- r 
able with any duty not amounting to - 
2s. 6cl. . . . . . . 

In any other case .... 
MORTGAGE, 1 BOND, DEBENTURE, COVENANT, 


The same duty 
as the re¬ 
gistered in¬ 
strument. 

0 2 6 


WARRANT OF ATTORNEY to confess and 
enter up judgment, and FOREIGN SECURITY 
of any kind. 

(1) Being the only or principal or primary security 

for— 


1 In lien of the stamp duty payable under ‘ The Stamp Act, 1870, 
there shall be charged upon— 

Mortgage of any stock or marketable security:— 

For every 5,000Z., and also for any fractional part of 

5,000Z., of the amount secured .... 10s. 
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Mortgages, t£c. 

Interpretation of the Term. 

10 The term 6 mortgage’ means a security by way of mort¬ 
gage for the payment of any definite and certain sum of money 
advanced or lent at the time, or previously due and owing, or 

And no release or discharge of any such mortgage shall be chargeable 
with any ad valorem duty. 

This Act and ‘ The Stamp Act, 1870,’ shall be read and construed 
together as one Act. (See 34 Viet. c. 4, ss. 5 & 6.) 
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DUTIES. 


£ 5 . d, 

The payment or repayment of money not 


exceeding 2 51. 

• 

• 

0 

0 

8 

Exceeding 

25?. and not exceedin 

g 50 1. . 

0 

1 

3 

55 

50 1. 

55 

100 1. . 

0 

2 

6 

55 

100L 

55 

150 1. . 

0 

3 

9 

55 

150 1. 

55 

200 1. . 

0 

5 

0 

55 

200 1. 

55 

250 l. . 

0 

6 

3 

55 

250 l. 

55 

300 1. . 

0 

7 

6 

55 

300 l. 






For every 

100 L, 

and also for any 

fractional 




part of 100?., of such amount 

• 

0 

2 

6 


1 (2) Being a collateral, or auxiliary, or additional, 

or substituted security, or by way of further 
assurance for the above-mentioned purpose, 
where the principal or primary security is 
duly stamped : 

For every 100?., and also for any fractional 

part of 100?., of the amount secured . 0 0 6 

2 (3) Transfer, Assignment, Disposition, or As¬ 

signation of any mortgage, bond, debenture, 
covenant, or foreign security, or of any money 
or stock secured by any such instrument, or 


1 The nature and incidence of the pre-existing charge on securities 
of this kind, the nature of the alteration effected by ‘ The Stamp Act, 
1870 ’ therein, and the reasons for the alteration, were thus ex¬ 
plained in a Paper headed 1 Copy of an Explanation of Modifications 
of Law in the Stamp Duties Bill’ laid before the House of Commons 
whilst the Bill was under consideration.—‘ Securities of this kind, with 
the exception of warrants of attorney, are now chargeable with 
the same ad valorem duty as original securities, until the duty 
amounts to 35s., or, in other words, until the amount secured 
exceeds 1,400?., but if the amount secured exceeds 1,400?. then the 
duty is 35s. only. The consequence is, that in small cases a double 
ad valorem duty is payable, whilst in large cases that charge is avoided. 
It is proposed that in future these securities shall be charged with a 
uniform and unlimited duty of 6d. per 100?. This will be a relief from 




DUTIES AND SPECIAL REGULATIONS. 


249 


SPECIAL REGULATIONS. 

forborne to be paid, being payable, or for the repayment of money 
to be thereafter lent, advanced, or paid, or which may become 
due upon an account current, together with any sum already ad¬ 
vanced or due, or without, as the case may be; 

And includes— 

Conditional surrender by way of mortgage, further charge, 
wadset, and heritable bond, disposition, assignation, or 
tack in security, and eik to a reversion of or affecting 
any lands, estate, or property, real or personal, heritable 
or moveable, whatsoever : 

Also any deed containing an obligation to infeft any 
person in an annual rent, or in lands or other heritable 
subjects in Scotland, under a clause of reversion, but 
without any personal bond or obligation therein con¬ 
tained for payment of the money or stock intended to be 
secured: 

Also any conveyance of any lands, estate, or property 
whatsoever in trust to be sold or otherwise converted 
into money, intended only as a security, and redeemable 
before the sale or other disposal thereof, either by express 
stipulation or otherwise, except where such conveyance 
is made for the benefit of creditors generally, or for the 


the present duty in all cases in which the amount secured does not 
exceed 7,000Z., but in other cases an additional charge at a very trifling 
rate. This principle has already been adopted by the Legislature with 
reference to transfers of securities which, until the passing of 28 & 29 
Viet. c. 96, s. 17, were chargeable, in the same way as collateral secu¬ 
rities, with double ad valorem duty in small cases, and with 35 s. in large 
cases. Warrants of attorney, given as collateral securities, are now 
exceptionally chargeable with a uniform duty of 5s. They are not of 
frequent occurrence, but the case is anomalous, and it is thought that 
all securities of the same kind should be charged in the same way.’ 

2 Unless made on a settlement or on the appointment of a new 
trustee, in which case the enactment is governed by section 78 or 
section 126, as the case may be. 
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DUTIES. 


£ s. d. 

by any warrant of attorney to enter up judg¬ 
ment, or by any judgment: 

For every 100£., and also for any fractional 
part of 100£., of the amount transferred, 
assigned, or disponed . . .006 

The same duty 

And also where any further money is as a P rin . ci - 

added to the money already secured . fosuXfS 

tlier money. 

(4) Reconveyance, Release, 1 Discharge, Surrender, 
Resurrender, Warrant to Vacate, 2 * 4 or Re¬ 
nunciation of any such security as aforesaid, 
or of the benefit thereof, or of the money 
thereby secured: 

For every 100£., and also for any fractional 
part of 100£., of the total amount or value 
of the money at any time secured . 0 0 6 

And see sections 105, 106, 107, 108, 109, 110, 111, 

112, 113, 114 and 115. 


1 Obs.— The ad valorem reconveyance duty is not chargeable when 

only a portion of the mortgaged property is released from the mortgage, 

or when a portion of the debt is paid off. 

4 he warrant to vacate a conditional surrender, where freeholds and 
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benefit of creditors specified who accept the provision made 
for payment of their debts in full satisfaction thereof, or 
who exceed five in number: 

Also any defeazance, letter of reversion, back bond, decla¬ 
ration or other deed or writing for defeating or making 
redeemable or explaining or qualifying any conveyance, 
disposition, assignation, or tack of any lands, estate, or 
property whatsoever, apparently absolute but intended 
only as a security: 

Also any agreement, contract, or bond accompanied with 
a deposit of title deeds for making a mortgage, wadset, 
or any such other security or conveyance as aforesaid of 
any lands, estate, or property comprised in such title 
deeds, or for pledging or charging the same as a se¬ 
curity : 

And also any deed whereby a real burden is declared or 
created on lands or heritable subjects in Scotland. 

Securities for the transfer or re-transfer of Stock . 

106 . A security for the transfer or re-transfer of any stock is 
to be charged with the same duty as a similar security for a sum 
of money equal in amount to the value of such stock; and a 
transfer, assignment, disposition, or assignation of any such se¬ 
curity, and a re-conveyance, release, discharge, surrender, re¬ 
surrender, warrant to vacate, or renunciation of any such security, 
shall be charged with the same duty as an instrument of the same 
description relating to a sum of money equal in amount to the 
value of such stock. 

Securities for future Advances. 

107 . (1) A security for the payment or repayment of money, 
to be lent, advanced, or paid, or which may become due upon an 

copyholds are mortgaged together and the conditional surrender of 
the copyholds is, under section 110 (2), not liable to ad valorem duty, 
does not fall within this charge, or any other. 
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MORTGAGE, BOND, DEBENTURE, COVENANT, 
WARRANT OF ATTORNEY to confess and 
enter up judgment, and FOREIGN SECURITY 
of any kind— 

Continued . 
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account current, either with or without money previously due, is 
to be charged, where the total amount secured or to be ultimately 
recoverable is in any way limited, with the same duty as a security 
for the amount so limited. 

(2) Where such total amount is unlimited, the security is to be 
available for such an amount only as the ad valorem duty impressed 
thereon extends to cover. 

(3) Provided that no money to be advanced for the insurance 
of any property comprised in any such security against damage by 
fire, or for keeping up any policy of life insurance comprised in 
such security, or for effecting in lieu thereof any new policy, or 
for the renewal of any grant or lease of any property comprised 
in such security upon the dropping of any life whereon such pro¬ 
perty is held, shall be reckoned as forming part of the amount 
in respect whereof the security is chargeable with ad valorem 
duty. 

Securities for Repayment by Rent-charge , Annuity , &c . 

108. A security for the payment of any rent-charge, annuity, 
or periodical payments, by way of repayment, or in satisfaction or 
discharge of any loan, advance, or payment intended to be so 
repaid, satisfied, or discharged, is to be charged with the same 
duty as a similar security for the payment of the sum of money 
so lent, advanced, or paid. 

Transfers and Further Charges. 

109 . No transfer of a duly stamped security, and no security 
by way of further charge for money or stock, added to money or 
stock previously secured by a duly stamped instrument, is to be 
charged with any duty by reason of containing any further or 
additional security for the money or stock transferred or pre¬ 
viously secured, or the interest or dividends thereof, or any new 
covenant, proviso, power, stipulation or agreement in relation 
thereto, or any further assurance of the property comprised in the 
transferred or previous security. 
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MORTGAGE, BOND, DEBENTURE, COVENANT, 
WARRANT OF ATTORNEY to confess and 
enter up judgment, and FOREIGN SECURITY 
of any kind — 

Continued. 
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Mortgages of Cojpyholcls. 

110 . (1) Where any copyhold or customary lands or heredi¬ 
taments are mortgaged alone by means of a conditional surrender 
or grant, the ad valorem duty is to be charged on the surrender 
or grant, if made out of court, or the memorandum thereof, and 
on the copy of court roll of the surrender or grant, if made in court. 

(2) Where any copyhold or customary lands or hereditaments 
are mortgaged, together with other property, for securing the 
same money or the same stock, the ad valorem duty is to be 
charged on the instrument relating to the other property, and the 
surrender or grant, or the memorandum thereof, or the copy of 
court roll of the surrender or grant, as the case may be, is to be 
charged with duty as if the surrender or grant were not made 
upon a mortgage, but such last-mentioned duty shall not exceed 
the said ad valorem duty. 

Mortgage with Conveyance of Equity of Redemption 
not to a Purchaser. 

111 . An instrument chargeable with ad valorem duty as a 
mortgage is not to be charged with any other duty by reason of 
the equity of redemption in the mortgaged property being there¬ 
by conveyed or limited in any other manner than to, or in trust 
for, or according to the direction of, a purchaser. 

Mortgages to Benefit Building Societies. 

112 . The exemption from stamp duty conferred by the Act of 
the 6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 32, for the regulation of benefit building 
societies, shall not extend to any mortgage to be made after the 
passing of this Act, except a mortgage by a member of a benefit 
building society for securing the repayment to the society of money 
not exceeding five hundred pounds. 

Foreign Securities. 

113. 1 * The term 6 foreign security’means and includes every 
security for money by or on behalf of any foreign or colonial 

1 Section 2 of 34 Viet. c. 4, substituted by section 1 of that Act for 

section 113 of ‘The Stamp Act, 1870.’ 
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MORTGAGE, BOND, DEBENTURE, COVENANT, 
WARRANT OF ATTORNEY to confess and 
enter up judgment, and FOREIGN SECURITY 
of any kind— 

Continued . 


MUTUAL DISPOSITION or Conveyance in Scotland. 
See Exchange or Excambion. 

NOTARIAL ACT of any kind whatsoever ( except a 
protest of a bill of exchange or promissory note 
or any notarial instrument to be expeded and 
recorded in any register of sasines) 

And see Protest, Seisin, and section lid. 
ORDER for the payment of money. See Bill of 
Exchange, and section 48. 

PARTITION or DIVISION—Instruments effecting. 
In the case specified in section 94, see that sec¬ 
tion. 

In any other case .... 

PASSPORT ...... 

PERPETUAL CURACY. See Aitointment, &c., to 
Ecclesiastical Benefices. 
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state, government, municipal body, corporation, or company, 
bearing date or signed after the third day of June one thousand 
eight hundred and sixty-two (except an instrument chargeable 
with duty as a bill of exchange or promissory note)— 

(1) Which is made or issued in the United Kingdom ; or 

(2) Which, the interest thereon being payable in the United 
Kingdom, is assigned, transferred, or in any manner 
negotiated in the United Kingdom. 

114;. 1 Every person who in the United Kingdom makes, issues, 
assigns, transfers, or negotiates any foreign security not being 
duly stamped, shall forfeit the sum of twenty pounds. 

115 . The Commissioners may at any time, without reference to 
the date thereof, allow any foreign security to be stamped without 
the payment of any penalty, upon being satisfied, in any manner 
that they may think proper, that it was not made or issued, and 
has not been transferred, assigned, or negotiated within the 
United Kingdom, and that no interest has been paid thereon 
within the United Kingdom. 


Notarial Acts. 

116. The duty upon a notarial act, and upon the protest by 
a notary public of a bill of exchange or promissory note, may be 
denoted by an adhesive stamp, which is to be cancelled by the 
notary. 


Section 48 is printed opposite Bill of Exchange. 


Section 94 is printed opposite Exchange. 


1 Section 3 of 34 Viet. c. 4, substituted by section 1 of that Act for 
section 114 of ‘ The Stamp Act, 1870.’ 

S 
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POLICY OF INSURANCE— 

(1) Upon any life or lives, or upon any event or 

contingency relating to or depending upon 
any life or lives (except for the payment of 
money upon the death of any person only 
from accident or violence , or otherwise than 
from a natural cause ): 

Where the sum insured does not exceed 10 1. 
Exceeds 102., but does not exceed 2 51. 
Exceeds 252., but does not exceed 5001.: 

For every full sum of 50 1., and also for 
any fractional part of 502., of the 
amount insured 

Exceeds 5002., but does not exceed 1,0002.: 
For every full sum of 1002., and also for 
any fractional part of 1002., of the 
amount insured 
Exceeds 1,0002. : 

For every full sum of 1,0002., and also for 
any fractional part of 1,0002., of the 
amount insured 

(2) For any payment agreed to be made upon the 

death of any person, only from accident or 
violence, or otherwise than from a natural 
cause, or as compensation for personal injury, 
or by way of indemnity against loss or 
damage of or to any property 
And see sections 117, 118, and 119. 


£ . d. 


0 0 1 
0 0 3 


0 0 6 


0 1 0 


0 10 0 


0 0 1 


POLICY of SEA INSURANCE— 

(1) For or upon any voyage : 

In respect of every full sum of one hundred 
pounds and in respect of any fractional part 
of one hundred pounds thereby insured . 0 0 3 
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Policies of Insurance. 

1. Other than Sea Insurance . l * * * * 

117 . (1) The term ‘insurance’ includes assurance, and the 
term 6 policy ’ includes every writing whereby any contract of 
insurance is made, or agreed to be made, or is evidenced. 

(2) See post , sub-tit. Sea Insurance. 

118 . Every person who— 

(1) Receives, or takes credit for, any premium or considera¬ 
tion for any contract of insurance, and does not, within 
one month after receiving, or taking credit for, such 
premium or consideration, make out and execute a duly 
stamped policy of such insurance ; 

(2) Makes, executes, or delivers out, or pays or allows in 
account, or agrees to pay or allow in account, any money 
upon or in respect of, any policy which is not duly 
stamped ; 

shall forfeit the sum of twenty pounds. 

119 . (1) The duties imposed by this Act upon policies of in¬ 
surance may be denoted by adhesive stamps, or partly by adhesive 
and partly by impressed stamps. 

(2) When the whole or any part of the duty upon a policy of 
insurance is denoted by an adhesive stamp, such adhesive stamp is 
to be cancelled by the person by whom the policy is first executed. 

(3) In default of such cancellation, the person making the in¬ 
surance shall forfeit the sum of twenty pounds. 

2. Policies of Sea Insurance. 

Interpretation of Terms. 

[4. The expression 6 sea insurance ’ means any insurance (in¬ 
cluding re-insurance), made upon any ship or vessel, or upon the 

1 The provisions of ‘ The Stamp Act 1870 ’—with the exception of 

s. 117 (2), which was intended to supply the hiatus which would be 

made in the 30th Viet. c. 23, s. 9, by the repeal by the 33 and 34 Yict. 

c. 99 of s. 15 of 28 and 29 Viet. c. 96, and which must be read as a sub¬ 

stitution for the second exemption from the operation of the general 

s 2 
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(2) For time: 

In respect of every full sum of 100L and in 
respect of any fractional part of 100£. thereby 
insured— 

Where the insurance shall be made for any 

time not exceeding six months . .003 

Where the insurance shall be made for any 
time exceeding six months and not ex¬ 
ceeding twelve months . . .006 

But if the separate and distinct interests of two or 
more persons shall be insured by one policy for a 
voyage or for time, then the duty of threepence or 
the duty of threepence or sixpence, as the case may 
require, shall be charged thereon in respect of every 
full sum of 100L and every fractional part of 100L 
thereby insured upon any separate or distinct in¬ 
terest. * 1 


prohibition from stamping policies of sea insurance contained in s. 9 
of the 30th Viet. c. 23, and accordingly is so printed, post p. 205 do 
not apply to policies of sea insurance. (See 33 and 34 Viet. c. 97, 
s. 117 (1).) 

1 The enactments relating to the duties on policies of sea insurance 
are contained in the 30 Viet. c. 23, with the exception of the charge 
on foreign policies and permission to stamp them within a limited 
time contained in s. 117 (2) of ‘ The Stamp Act, 1870.’ 
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machinery, tackle, or furniture of any ship or vessel, or upon any 
goods, merchandise, or property, of any description whatever, on 
board of any ship or vessel, or upon the freight of or any other 
interest which may be lawfully insured in or relating to any ship 
or vessel; and the word 6 policy ’ means any instrument whereby 
a contract or agreement for any sea insurance is made or entered 
into (30 Viet. c. 23, s. 4).] 

Foreign Policies . 

A policy made or executed out of, but being in any manner 
enforceable within, the United Kingdom, is to be charged with 
duty (33 & 34 Viet. c. 97, s. 117 (2).) 

Stamped forms of Policies , and Office for Distribution, 

The Commissioners shall provide blank policies, 1 printed on 
paper, in the form set forth in Schedule (E.), and stamped to 
denote the duty payable; and any person may buy such blank 
policies, stamped with the duty which he may require, at the price 
of such duty: 

Before any such stamped blank policies shall be issued, and be¬ 
fore any vellum, parchment, or paper which may be brought to 
be stamped shall be delivered out stamped by any officer of Inland 
Revenue, he shall mark or write thereon the day, month, and 
year of such issue or delivery, and if he wilfully neglect so to do 
he shall forfeit the sum of one hundred pounds (30 Viet. c. 23, s. 5). 

The Commissioners shall keep an office 2 within the city of 
London for the distribution of blank policies, stamped as afore¬ 
said, to persons carrying on the business of insurance within the 
said city, and purchasing the same, subject to the usual allowance 
made on purchase of stamps (s. 6). 


1 A form of policy as set forth in Schedule (E.) to the 30 Viet. c. 23, 
is given in the Appendix. 

2 This office is at Great Winchester Street Buildings, London Wall. 



262 


DUTIES AND SPECIAL REGULATIONS 


DUTIES. 

POLICY of SEA INSURANCE— 

Continued. 
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Every Insurance to be expressed in a Policy specifying certain 
particulars. 

No contract or agreement for sea insurance (other than such 
insurance as is referred to in the fifty-fifth section of ‘The 
Merchant Shipping Act Amendment Act, 1862,’) shall he valid 
unless the same is expressed in a policy; and every policy shall 
specify the particular risk or adventure, the names of the sub¬ 
scribers or underwriters, and the sum or sums insured; and in 
case any of the above-mentioned particulars shall be omitted in 
any policy, such policy shall be null and void to all intents and 
purposes (s. 7). 

No Insurance to exceed Twelve Months. 

No policy shall be made for any time exceeding twelve 
months, and every policy which shall be made for any time 
exceeding twelve months shall be null and void to all intents and 
purposes (s. 8). 

Policies Invalid if not duly Stamped. 

No policy shall be pleaded or given in evidence in any Court, 
or admitted in any Court to be good or available in law or in 
equity, unless duly stamped (s. 9). 

Prohibition against Stamping Policies after Execution , 
except in certain Cases. 

It shall not be lawful for the Commissioners or any officer of 
Inland Revenue to stamp any policy at any time after it is signed 
or underwritten by any person, on any pretence whatever, except 
in the two cases following, that is to say: 

(1) Any policy of mutual assurance having a stamp or stamps 
impressed thereon may, if required, be stamped with an 
additional stamp or stamps, provided that at the time 
such additional stamp or stamps shall be required the 
policy shall not have been signed or underwritten to an 
amount exceeding the sum or sums which the stamp or 
stamps previously impressed thereon will warrant (s. 9). 
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POLICY of SEA INSURANCE- 

Continued . 
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(2) A policy made or executed out of, but being in any 
manner enforceable within, the United Kingdom, may be 
stamped at any time within two months after it has been 
first received in the United Kingdom on payment of the 
duty only (33 & 34 Viet. c. 97 s. 117 (2)). 

Alterations in Policies . 

Nothing in this Act shall extend or be construed to extend 
to prohibit the making of any alteration which may lawfully be 
made in the terms and conditions of any policy after the same 
shall have been underwritten ; provided that such alteration be 
made before notice of the determination of the risk originally 
insured, and that it shall not prolong the time covered by the 
insurance thereby made beyond the period of six months in the 
case of a policy made for a less period than six months, or beyond 
the period allowed by this Act in the case of a policy made for a 
greater period than six months, and that the articles insured shall 
remain the property of the same person or persons, and that no 
additional or further sum shall be insured by reason or means of 
such alteration (30 Viet. c. 23, s. 10). 1 

Policies for a Voyage and also for Time . 

Where any sea insurance is made for a voyage and also 
for time, or to extend to or cover any time beyond twenty-four 
hours after the ship shall have arrived at her destination and 
been there moored at anchor, the policy shall be chargeable with 
duty as a policy for a voyage, and also with duty as a policy for 
time (s. 11). 

Insurance by Gamers . 

Where any carrier by sea or other person shall, in con¬ 
sideration of any sum of money paid or to be paid for additional 
freight or otherwise, agree to take upon himself any risk attend¬ 
ing goods, merchandise, or property of any description whatever 
while on board any ship or vessel, or engage to indemnify the 

1 This section is, in substance, a re-enactment of s. 13 of the 35 Geo. 3, 
c. 03, altered so as to conform to the existing charge. As to the effect 
of the stamp laws upon alterations in policies of sea insurance, see 
A mould on Marine Insurance , Part 1, cap. 5, p. 260, 3rd Edition. 
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POLICY of SEA INSURANCE— 

Continued. 
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owner of any such goods, merchandise, or property from any risk, 
loss, or damage, such agreement or engagement shall he deemed 
to be a contract for a sea insurance (s. 12). 

Penal Provisions for securing the Duties . 

If any person shall become an assurer upon any sea in¬ 
surance, or shall subscribe or underwrite, or otherwise sign or 
make, or enter into any contract, agreement, or memorandum, 
for or of any sea insurance, or shall receive or contract for any 
premium or consideration for any sea insurance, or shall receive 
or charge, or take credit in account for any such premium or 
consideration as aforesaid, or any sum of money as or for any 
such premium or consideration as aforesaid, or shall wilfully or 
knowingly take upon himself any risk, or render himself liable to 
pay, or shall pay or allow, or agree to pay or allow, in account or 
otherwise, any sum of money upon any loss, peril, or contingency 
relative to any sea insurance, unless such insurance shall be 
written on vellum, parchment, or paper duly stamped, or if any 
person shall be concerned in any fraudulent contrivance or device, 
or shall be guilty of any wilful act, neglect, or omission, with intent 
to evade the duties payable on policies under this Act, or whereby 
the duties may be evaded, every person so offending shall for 
every such offence forfeit the sum of one hundred pounds (s. 13). 

Every person who shall make or effect, or knowingly pro¬ 
cure to be made or effected, any Sea Insurance, or shall give 
or pay, or render himself liable to pay, any sum of money, pre¬ 
mium, or consideration whatever in the nature of a premium for 
or upon any Sea Insurance, or shall enter into any contract or 
agreement whatever for any Sea Insurance, unless the same in¬ 
surance, contract and agreement for insurance, respectively, shall 
be written on vellum, parchment, or paper, being first duly 
stamped, shall for every such offence forfeit and pay the sum of 
one hundred pounds. 

Every broker, agent, or other person negotiating or transacting 
any sea insurance contrary to the true intent and meaning of 


268 DUTIES AND SPECIAL REGULATIONS, 


DUTIES. 


POLICY of SEA INSURANCE— 
Continued. 


DUTIES AND SPECIAL REGULATIONS. 


269 


SPECIAL REGULATIONS. 

this Act, or writing any agreement for any sea insurance upon 
vellum, parchment, or paper not duly stamped, shall for every 
such offence forfeit the sum of one hundred pounds (s. 14). 

If any person shall make or issue, or cause to be made or 
issued, any document purporting to be a copy of a policy, and 
there shall not be in existence, at the time of such making or 
issue, a policy duly stamped whereof the said document shall be 
a copy, he shall for such offence forfeit the sum of one hundred 
pounds in addition to any other penalty which he may have in¬ 
curred under this Act (s. 15). 

It shall not be lawful for any broker, agent, or other per¬ 
son negotiating or transacting or making any sea insurance 
to charge his employer any sum of money for brokerage or 
agency, or for his pains or labour in negotiating, transacting, or 
making such insurance, or writing the same, or for any moneys 
expended or paid by way of premium or consideration in the 
nature of a premium for such insurance, unless the same shall be 
written on vellum, parchment, or paper, duly stamped. 

All and every sum and sums whatever paid by such employer on 
any such account to any broker, agent, or other person nego¬ 
tiating or transacting or making any insurance contrary to this 
Act shall be deemed to be paid without consideration, and shall 
remain the property of such employer, his executors, adminis¬ 
trators, or assigns (s. 16). 

Allowance for Spoiled Stamps . 

Where a policy shall be inadvertently filled up in an in¬ 
correct or improper manner, or be obliterated or otherwise spoiled 
and rendered unfit for use, or shall be filled up for some insurance 
which shall not be proceeded in, and the same shall not be signed 
by any underwriter, but in no other case, the Commissioners may 
allow as spoiled, and cancel, the stamps on such policy, provided 
that application shall be made for the allowance within six 
months after such policy shall be spoiled or become useless. 

The enactments now in force with reference to the allowance 
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POLICY of SEA INSURANCE— 

Continued. 


POWER OF ATTORNEY. See Letter of Attorney. 

PRECEPT OF CLARE CONSTAT to give seisin of 

lands or other heritable subjects in Scotland . 0 5 0 

PRESENTATION to any ecclesiastical benefice, 
dignity, or promotion. See Appointment, &c. 
to Ecclesiastical Benefices. 

PROCURATION, deed, or other instrument of . 0 10 0 

PROMISSORY NOTE. See Bank Note, Bill of 
Exchange, and section 49. 

PROTEST of any bill of exchange or promissory 
note: 

Where the duty on the bill or note does f The sarae 

, , 4 as the bill 

not exceed Is. . . . . [ 0 rnote. 

In any other case . . . .010 

And see section 116. 

PROXY. See Letter or Power of Attorney. 

RECEIPT given for, or upon the payment of, money 

amounting to 2 1. or upwards . . .001 

Exemptions. 

(1) Receipt given for money deposited in any bank, 
or with any banker, to be accounted for and 
expressed to be received of the person to whom 
the same is to be accounted for. 
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of spoiled stamps shall, so far as the same are applicable, extend 
to the allowance hereinbefore mentioned (s. 17). 

The Commissioners may authorise any officer or officers of 
Inland Revenue to receive and examine the claims made for 
such allowance as aforesaid, and to take affidavits and affirma¬ 
tions relating thereto, and to administer the proper oaths and 
affirmations for that purpose, and to do all or any act or acts re¬ 
specting such claims which the Commissioners themselves are 
authorised to do (s. 18). 


Section 49 is printed opposite Bill of Exchange and Promis- 
sory Note. 

Protests . 

[ 116 - The duty upon the protest by a notary public of a bill 
of exchange or promissory note, may be denoted by an adhesive 
stamp, which is to be cancelled by the notary.] 

Receipts. 

Interpretation of Term. 

120 . The term ‘receipt’ means and includes any note, memo¬ 
randum, or writing whatsoever whereby any money amounting 
to two pounds or upwards, or any bill of exchange or promissory 
note for money amounting to two pounds or upwards, is acknow¬ 
ledged or expressed to have been received or deposited or paid 
or whereby any debt or demand, or any part of a debt or demand’ 
of the amount of two pounds or upwards, is acknowledged to have 
been settled, satisfied, or discharged, or which signifies or imports 
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(2) Acknowledgment by any banker of the receipt 

of any bill of exchange or promissory note for 
the purpose of being presented for acceptance 
or payment. 

(3) Receipt given for or upon the payment of any 

parliamentary taxes or duties, or of money 
to or for the use of Her Majesty. 

(4) Receipt given by the Accountant-General of 

the Navy for any money received by him for 
the service of the navy. 

(5) Receipt given by any agent for money im- 

prested to him on account of the pay of the 
army. 

(6) Receipt given by any officer, seaman, marine 

or soldier, or his representatives, for or on 
account of any wages, pay or pension, due 
from the Admiralty or Army Pay Office. 

(7) Receipt given for the consideration money for 

the purchase of any share in any of the 
government or parliamentary stocks or funds, 
or in stock of the East India Company, or in 
the stocks and funds of the Secretary of State 
in Council of India, or of the governor and 
company of the Bank of England, or of the 
Bank of Ireland, or for any dividend paid on 
any share of the said stocks or funds respec¬ 
tively. 

(8) Receipt given for any principal money or in¬ 

terest due on an exchequer bill. 

(9) Receipt written upon a bill of exchange or pro¬ 

missory note duly stamped. 

(10) Receipt given upon any bill or note of the 

governor and company of the Bank of Eng¬ 
land or the Bank of Ireland. 

(11) Receipt indorsed or otherwise written upon or 
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any such acknowledgment, and whether the same is or is not 
signed with the name of any person. 

Adhesive Stamps may be used. 

121 . The duty upon a receipt may be denoted by an adhesive 
stamp, which is to be cancelled by the person by whom the receipt 
is given before he delivers it out of his hands. 

Stamping after Signature. 

122 . A receipt given without being stamped may be stamped 
with an impressed stamp upon the terms following, that is to 
say: 

(1) Within fourteen days after it has been given, on payment 
of the duty and a penalty of five pounds. 

(2) After fourteen days, but within one month, after it has 
been given, on payment of the duty and a penalty of ten 
pounds; 

and shall not in any other case be stamped with an impressed 
stamp. 

Penalties. 

123 . If any person— 

(1) Gives any receipt liable to duty and not duly stamped ; 

(2) In any case where a receipt would be liable to duty re¬ 
fuses to give a receipt duly stamped; 

(3) Upon a payment to the amount of two pounds or upwards 
gives a receipt for a sum not amounting to two pounds, 
or separates or divides the amount paid with intent to 
evade the duty ; 

lie ^hall forfeit the sum of ten pounds. 


T 
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contained in any instrument liable to stamp 
duty, and duly stamped, acknowledging the 
receipt of the consideration money therein 
expressed, or the receipt of any principal 
money, interest, or annuity thereby secured 
or therein mentioned. 

(12) Receipt given for drawback or bounty upon the 

exportation of any goods or merchandise from 
the United Kingdom. 

(13) Receipt given for the return of any duties of 

customs upon certificates of over entry. 

(14) Receipt indorsed upon any bill drawn by the 

Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, or by 
any person under their authority, or under the 
authority of any Act of Parliament upon and 
payable by the Accountant-General of the 
navy. 

And see sections 120, 121, 122, and 123. 

RECONVEYANCE, RELEASE, or RENUNCIATION 
of any security. See Mortgage, &c. 

RELEASE or RENUNCIATION of any property, or 
of any right or interest in any property— 

Upon a sale. See Conveyance on Sale. 

By way of security. See Mortgage, &c. 

In any other case .... 

RENUNCIATION. See Reconveyance and Release. 

RESIGNATION. Principal or original instrument 
of resignation, or service of cognition of heirs, 
or charter or seisin of any houses, lands, or other 
heritable subjects in Scotland holding burgage, 

. or of burgage tenure .... 

And instrument of resignation of any lands or other 
heritable subjects in Scotland not of burgage 
tenure .... 
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KEVOCATION of any use or trust of any property by 
deed, or by any writing, not being a will 

SCHEDULE, INVENTORY, or document of any 
kind whatsoever, referred to in or by, and in¬ 
tended to be used or given in evidence as part 
of, or as material to, any other instrument 
charged with any duty, but which is separate 
and distinct from, and not indorsed on or annexed 
to, such other instrument: 

Where such other instrument is chargeable f 
with any duty not exceeding 10s. . | 

In any other case .... 

Exemptions . 

(1) Printed proposals published by any corporation 

or company respecting insurances, and re¬ 
ferred to in or by any policy of insurance 
issued by such corporation or company. 

(2) Any public map, plan, survey, apportionment, 

allotment, award, and other parochial or 
public document and writing, made under 
or in pursuance of any Act of Parliament, 
and deposited or kept for reference in any 
registry, or in any public office, or with the 
public books, papers, or writings of any 
parish. 

SCRIP CERTIFICATE or SCRIP. See Letter of 
Allotment. 

SEISIN. Instrument of seisin given upon any charter, 
precept of clare constat, or precept from chan¬ 
cery, or upon any wadset, heritable bond, dispo¬ 
sition, apprizing, adjudication or otherwise of 
any lands or heritable subjects in Scotland not 
of burgage tenure .... 


£ s, d , 

0 10 0 


The same duty 
as such other 
instrument. 

0 10 0 


0 5 0 
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And any NOTARIAL INSTRUMENT to be expeded 

and recorded in any register of sasines . .050 

SETTLEMENT. Any instrument, whether volun¬ 
tary or upon any good or valuable consideration, 
other than a bona fide pecuniary consideration, 
whereby any definite and certain principal sum 
of money (whether charged or chargeable on 
lands or other hereditaments or heritable sub¬ 
jects, or not, or to be laid out in the purchase 
of lands or other hereditaments or heritable 
subjects or not), or any definite and certain 
amount of stock, or any security, is settled or 
agreed to be settled in any manner whatsoever: 

For every 100L, and also for any fractional 
part of 100£., of the amount or value of 
the property settled or agreed to be 
settled . . . . .050 


Exemption. 

Instrument of appointment relating to any property 
in favour of persons specially named or described 
as the objects of a power of appointment, created 
by a previous settlement stamped with ad valorem 
duty in respect of the same property, or by will, 
where probate duty has been paid in respect of 
the same property as personal estate of the 
testator. 

And see sections 124, 125 and 126. 
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Settlements. 

1. Of any Policy or Security not a Marketable Security . 

124. Where any money which may become due or payable 
upon any policy of insurance, or upon any security not being a 
marketable security, is settled or agreed to be settled, the instru¬ 
ment whereby such settlement is made or agreed to be made is 
to be charged with ad valorem duty in respect of such money. 

Provided as follows : 

(1) Where, in the case of a policy of insurance, no provision 
is made for keeping up the policy, the ad valorem duty 
is to be charged only on the value of the policy at the 
date of the instrument; 

(2) If in any such case the instrument contains a statement 
of such value, and is stamped in accordance with such 
statement, it is, so far as regards such policy, to be 
deemed duly stamped, unless or until it is shown that 
such statement is untrue, and that the instrument is in 
fact insufficiently stamped. 1 

2. Containing Provision for Securing Moneys , &c ., settled. 

125 . (1) An instrument chargeable with ad valorem duty as 
a settlement in respect of any money, stock, or security is not to be 
charged with any further duty by reason of containing provision 
for the payment or transfer of the same money, stock, or security. 

3. Containing Covenant for Payment of Annuity by person 
entitled to the Income of Reversionary Interest settled. 

(2) Where any money, stock, or security is settled or agreed to 
be settled by a person who has only a reversionary interest there¬ 
in, and the instrument whereby such settlement is made or agreed 
to be made contains a covenant by the person entitled in posses- 


1 Compare ‘ General Regulations,’ section 13 of the Act. 
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SHARE WARRANT issued under the provisions of 
‘The Companies Act, 1867.’ 1 

See section 33 of that Act, Conveyance on 
Sale, and section 127 of this Act. 

SURRENDER— 

Of copyholds. See Copyhold. 

Of any other kind whatsoever not charge¬ 
able with duty as a conveyance on sale 
or mortgage . . . . 0 10 0 

1 Section 33 of the 30 & 31 Viet. c. 131 (‘ The Companies Act, 1867 ’), 
which imposes a stamp duty on share warrants to bearer is in the 
following terms:—‘ There shall he charged on every share warrant a 
stamp duty of an amount equal to three times the amount of the ad 
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sion to the interest or dividends of such money, stock, or security 
for the payment, during the continuance of such possession, of any 
annuity or yearly sum not exceeding interest at the rate of four 
pounds per centum per annum upon the amount or value of such 
money, stock, or security, such instrument shall not be charged 
with any duty in respect of such covenant. 

Settlement effected by Several Instruments . 

126 . (1) Where several instruments are executed for effecting 
the settlement of the same property, and the ad valorem duty 
chargeable in respect of the settlement of such property exceeds 
ten shillings, one only of such instruments is to be charged with 
the ad valorem duty. 

(2) Where a settlement is made in pursuance of any previous 
agreement or articles upon which any ad valorem settlement duty 
exceeding ten shillings has been paid in respect of the same 
property, such settlement is not to be charged with any ad valorem 
settlement duty. 

(3) In each of the aforesaid cases the instruments not charge¬ 
able with ad valorem duty are to be charged with the duty of ten 
shillings. 

Share Warrants. 

127 . If a share warrant is issued without being duly stamped, 
the company issuing the same, and also every person who, at the 
time when it is issued, is the managing director or secretary or 
other principal officer of the company, shall forfeit the sum of fifty 
pounds. 


valorem stamp duty which would be chargeable on a deed transferring 
the share or shares or stock specified in the warrant, if the considera¬ 
tion for the transfer were the nominal value of such share or shares or 
stock.’ 
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TACK of lands, &c., in Scotland. See Lease or Tack. 

TACK IN SECURITY. See Mortgage, &c. 

TRANSFER. See Conveyance or Transfer. 

TRANSFER. Any request or authority to the purser 
or other officer of any mining company, con¬ 
ducted on the cost book system, to enter or 
register any transfer of any share, or part of a 
share, in any mine, or any notice to such purser 
or officer of any such transfer . . .006 

And see section 128. 

VALUATION. See Appraisement. 

VOTING PAPER. Any instrument for the purpose 
of voting by any person entitled to vote at any 
meeting 1 . . . . .001 

And see section 102. 

WADSET. See Mortgage, &c. 

WARRANT OP 1 ATTORNEY to confess and enter up 
a judgment given as a security for the payment 
or repayment of money, or for the transfer or 
retransfer of stock .... 

See Mortgage, &c. 

WARRANT OF ATTORNEY of any other kind . 0 10 0 


1 This charge does not extend to voting papers used, under 7 Will. 
4 & 1 Viet. c. 78, ss. 13, 14, at a meeting of the town council of a 
municipal borough for the election of aldermen. ( The Queen v. Strachcffl) 
Law Rep. 72, B. 4G3.) 
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SPECIAL REGULATIONS. 

Transfers of Shares in Cost Book Mines . 

128 . (1) The duty upon a request or authority to the purser 
or other officer of a mining company conducted on the cost book 
system to enter or register the transfer of any share or part of a 
share of the mine, and the duty upon a notice to such purser or 
officer of any such transfer, may be denoted by an adhesive stamp, 
which is to be cancelled by the person by whom the request, 
authority, or notice is written or executed. 

(2) Every person who writes or executes any such request, 
authority, or notice, not being duly stamped, and every purser or 
other officer of any such company who in any manner obeys, 
complies with, or gives effect to any such request, authority, or 
notice, not being duly stamped, shall forfeit the sum of twenty 
pounds. 

Voting Papers . 

[ 102 . (1) Every letter or power of attorney for the purpose of 
appointing a proxy to vote at a meeting, and every voting paper, 
hereby respectively charged with the duty of one penny, is to 
specify the day upon which the meeting at which it is intended 
to be used is to be held, and is to be available only at the meeting 
so specified, or any adjournment thereof. 

(2) The said duty of one penny may be denoted by an adhesive 
stamp, which is to be cancelled by the person by whom the instru¬ 
ment is executed. 

(3) Every person who makes or executes, or votes or attempts 
to vote under or by means of any*such letter or power of attorney 
or voting paper, not being duly stamped, shall forfeit the sum of 
fifty pounds. 

(4) Every vote given or tendered under the authority or by 
means of any such letter or power of attorney or voting paper, 
not being duly stamped, shall be absolutely null and void. 

(5) And no such letter or power of attorney or voting paper 
shall on any pretence whatever be stamped after the execution 
thereof by any person.] 
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DUTIES. 


WARRANT FOR GOODS . . . .003 

Exemptions. 

(1) Any document or writing given by any inland 

carrier acknowledging the receipt of goods 
conveyed by such carrier. 

(2) A weight note issued together with a duly 

stamped warrant, and relating solely to the 
same goods, wares, or merchandise. 

And see sections 88, 89 and 92. 


WARRANT under the sign manual of Her Majesty, 
her heirs, or successors . 

WRIT— 

(1) Of Acknowledgment under ‘The Registration " 

of Leases [Scotland) Act ’ 1 . 

(2) Of Acknowledgment by any person infeft of 

lands in Scotland in favour of the heir or 
disponee of a creditor fully vested in right 
of an heritable security constituted by in- 
feftment ..... 

(3) Of Resignation, Confirmation, Clare Con¬ 

stat, or Investiture under 6 The Titles to 
Land Consolidation (Scotland) Act, 1868.’ 2 


1 Meaning * The Registration of Leases (Scotland) Act, 18o7, 
20 & 21 Viet. c. 26. 

2 31 & 32 Viet. c. 101, s. 116. 
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SPECIAL REGULATIONS. 

Warrants for Goods . 

[ 88 - The term 6 warrant for goods’ means any document or 
writing, being evidence of the title of any person therein named, 
or his assigns, or the holder thereof, to the property in any goods, 
wares, or merchandise lying in any warehouse or dock, or upon 
any wharf, and signed or certified by or on behalf of the person 
having the custody of such goods, wares, or merchandise. 

89. The duty upon a warrant for goods may be denoted by 
an adhesive stamp, which is to be cancelled by the person by whom 
the instrument is made, executed, or issued. 

92 . Every person who makes, executes, or issues, or receives 
or takes by way of security or indemnity, any warrant for goods 
not being duly stamped, shall forfeit the sum of twenty pounds.] 
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GENERAL EXEMPTIONS FROM ALL STAMP DUTIES. 1 


(1) Transfers of shares in the Government or Parliamentary 

stocks or funds. 

(2) Instruments for the sale, transfer, or other disposition, 

either absolutely or by way of mortgage, or otherwise, 
of any ship or vessel, or any part, interest, share, or pro¬ 
perty of or in any ship or vessel. 

(3) Instruments of apprenticeship, bonds, contracts, and agree¬ 

ments entered into in the United Kingdom for or relating 
to the service in any of Her Majesty’s colonies or posses¬ 
sions abroad of any person as an artificer, clerk, domestic 
servant, handicraftsman, mechanic, gardener, servant in 
husbandry, or labourer. 

(4) Testaments, testamentary instruments, and dispositions 

mortis causa in Scotland. 

(5) Bonds given to sheriffs or other persons upon the replevy 

of any goods or chattels, and assignments of such bonds. 

(6) Commissions granted to officers of militia, yeomanry, or 

volunteers. 

(7) Instruments made by, to, or with the Commissioners, or 

the First Commissioner, of Her Majesty’s Works and 
Public Buildings, for any of the purposes of the Act 
15 & 16 Viet. c. 28. 


1 These exemptions are contained in the concluding part of the 
schedule to ‘ The Stamp Act, 1870.’ 
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THE STAMP DUTIES MANAGEMENT ACT, 1870. 

(33 & 34 Vict. c. 98.) 

An Act for consolidating and amending the Law relating to the 
Management of Stamp Duties. [10th August 1870.] 


Short Title and Commencement 

1. This Act may be cited as 4 The Stamp Duties Management 
Act, 1870,’ and shall come into operation on the first day of 
January 1871. 

Interpretation of Terms. 

2 . In the construction and for the purposes of this Act the 
following words and terms have the meanings hereby assigned to 
them, unless it is otherwise provided, or there be something in the 
context repugnant thereto : 

(1) 4 The Commissioners’ means the Commissioners of Inland 

Revenue : 

(2) ‘The chief office’ means the chief office of Inland Re¬ 

venue : 

(3) 4 Head offices ’ means the head offices of Inland Revenue 

in Edinburgh and Dublin : 

(4) 4 Duty,’ 4 duties,’ mean the stamp duty and stamp duties 

from time to time chargeable by law : 

(5) 4 Material ’ means and includes every sort of material upon 

which words or figures can be expressed: 

(6) 4 Write,’ ‘written,’ and 4 writing,’include every mode in 

which words or figures can be expressed upon material: 

(7) 4 Instrument ’ means and includes every written document: 

(8) ‘Die’ means and includes any plate, type, tool, or im¬ 

plement whatever used under the direction of the Com¬ 
missioners for expressing or denoting any duty, or the 
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fact that any duty or penalty has been paid, or that an 
instrument is duly stamped, or is not chargeable with 
any duty, and also any part of any such plate, type, tool, 
or implement: 

(9) c Forge,’ 6 forged,’ mean and include counterfeit, counter¬ 
feited : 

(10) 6 Stamp,’ 6 stamps,’ mean as well stamps impressed by 

means of a die as adhesive stamps : 

(11) c Stamped’ is applicable as well to instruments and ma¬ 

terial impressed with stamps by means of a die, as to 
instruments and material having adhesive stamps affixed 
thereto : 

(12) c Executed,’ 6 execution,’ with reference to instruments not 

under seal, mean signed, signature : 

(13) 6 Person ’ includes corporation, company, and society. 

Management of the Tax . 

3 . The duties shall be under the care and management of the 
Commissioners, who shall have all necessary powers and autho¬ 
rities for carrying this Act into execution, and shall obseive an 
obey in relation thereto the directions of the Commissioners o 
Her Majesty’s Treasury. 

Former References to Stamp Duties to apply to this Act. 
Where by any Act heretofore passed reference is made to 
the enactments relating to stamp duties in force at the time o 
the passing of such Act, such reference shall after the passing o 
this Act be read and construed as a reference to this Act, instea 
of the said enactments. 

Licences to Deal in Stamps. 

S» The Commissioners may, at their discretion, grant a licence 
to any person to deal in stamps at any place or places in 
United Kingdom to be named in such licence, and eveiy peisoi^ 
to whom any such licence is granted shall enter into a 
(which shall be exempt from stamp duty) to Her Majesty, ® 
heirs or successors, in a penal sum of one hundred pounds, wi 
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a condition that such licensed person does not sell or offer for 
sale or exchange, or keep or have in his possession for the pur¬ 
pose of sale or exchange, any stamps other than such as he has 
purchased or procured at the chief office or at one of the head 
offices, or from some person duly appointed to sell and distribute 
stamps, or duly licensed to deal in stamps: Provided that ore 
licence and one bond only shall be required for any number of 
persons in copartnership, and any such licence may at any time 
be revoked by the Commissioners. 

6 . Every licence to be granted as aforesaid is to specify the 
proper Christian name and surname and place of abode of the 
person to whom the same is granted, and is to contain a true 
description of every house or shop in or at which he is by such 
licence authorised to deal in stamps; and such person shall not 
be thereby authorised or entitled to deal in stamps in or at any 
bouse, shop or place not specified and described in his licence. 

Penalties for Unauthorised Dealing in Stamps . 

7 - (1) Every person who— 

(а) Not being duly appointed to sell and distribute stamps, 
or duly licensed to deal in stamps, deals in any manner 
in stamps in any part of the United Kingdom ; 

(б) Being duly licensed to deal in stamps, deals in any 
manner in stamps at any house, shop, or place not 
specified and described in his licence, 

shall for every such offence forfeit the sum of twenty pounds. 

(2) If in any proceeding for recovery of the said penalty of 
twenty pounds it appears that any stamp which has been 
sold or exchanged, or offered for sale or exchange, is forged, 
although the same may not have been so alleged in the 
information or pleading, the said penalty of twenty pounds 
shall be doubled, and judgment shall be given against 
the offender for the sum of forty pounds, and the special 
matter shall be stated in the judgment as the cause of 
such increase of penalty : 

U 
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(3) If on any such proceeding any issue is tried by a jury in 
which the selling or exchanging, or offering for sale or 
exchange, of any stamp, is in question, the jury shall be 
required to say whether such stamp is forged or not: 

(4) Provided that nothing in this section contained shall 
exempt any person from the legal consequences of selling, 
uttering, or having in possession any forged stamp, know¬ 
ing the same to be forged. 

Public Notification of Licence . 

8 . Every person who is licensed to deal in stamps shall cause 
to be painted at full length, in Roman capital letters, one inch at 
least in height, and of a proper and proportionate breadth, on 
some conspicuous place on the outside of the front of every house 
or shop in or at which he is licensed to deal in stamps, and so 
that the same may be at all times plainly and distinctly visible 
and legible, his Christian name and surname, together with the 
words 6 Licensed to sell stamps,’ and shall continue such names 
and words so painted as aforesaid during all the time that he 
continues licensed as aforesaid, and for every neglect or omission 
in any of such matters shall forfeit the sum of ten pounds. 

Penalty on Unauthorised Persons holding themselves out 
as Dealers in Stamps. 

9. If any person who is not duly appointed to sell and dis¬ 
tribute stamps, or duly licensed to deal in stamps, writes, paints, 
or marks, or causes or procures to be written, painted, or marked, 
or permits or suffers to continue written, painted, or marked, 
upon any part of his house or shop, either in the inside or on the 
outside thereof, or upon any board or any material whatever ex¬ 
posed to public view, and whether the same be affixed to Ins 
house or shop or not, any word or words importing or signifying, 
or intended to import or signify, that he is a dealer in stamps, he 
shall forfeit the sum of ten pounds for every day on which such 
offence is committed or continued. 
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Stamps in Possession of a Licensed Dealer, on Death, 
Bankruptcy, or Termination of Licence. 

10 . (1) If any person licensed to deal in stamps dies or be¬ 
comes bankrupt, or if the licence of any person to deal in stamps 
expires or is revoked, and any such person at the time of his 
death or bankruptcy, or at the expiration or revocation of his 
licence, has in his possession any stamps, such person, or his 
executor or administrator, or the trustee under his bankruptcy, 
may, within three months after the expiration or revocation of 
such licence, or next after such death or bankruptcy, as the case 
may be, bring or send such stamps to the chief office or to one of 
the head offices : 

(2) The Commissioners may in any such case pay to the person 
bringing or sending any stamps the amount of the duty thereon, 
deducting therefrom the proper discount: 

(3) Provided that the person who brings or sends such stamps 
makes proof to the satisfaction of the Commissioners — 

(a) That the same were actually in the possession of the 
person so dying or becoming bankrupt, or whose licence 
has expired or been revoked, for the purpose of sale, at 
the time when such person died or became bankrupt, or 
when such licence expired or was revoked: 

( b ) That such stamps were purchased or procured by the per¬ 
son to whom such licence was granted at the chief office 
or at one of the head offices, or from some person duly 
appointed to sell and distribute stamps, or duly licensed 
to deal in stamps. 

Prohibition against Hawking Stamps. Summary Arrest 
and Penalty , &c. 

11. (i) If any person, whether licensed to deal in stamps or 
not, hawks or carries about, or offers for sale or exchange, any 
stamps, he shall forfeit the sum of twenty pounds, over and above 
any penalty to which, if unlicensed, he may be liable for dealing 
in stamps without a licence ; and it shall be lawful for any person 
without any other warrant than this Act, to apprehend any person 

u 2 
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so offending, and take him, or cause him to be taken before a 
justice of the peace having jurisdiction where the offence is 
committed, who shall hear and determine the matter; and if the 
offender does not immediately on his conviction pay the said 
penalty of twenty pounds, he shall be committed to prison for 
any period not less than one month, nor more than three months, 
unless the penalty be sooner paid: 

(2) All stamps which are found in the possession of any such 
offender shall be forfeited, and shall be taken possession of by the 
justice, and delivered to the Commissioners, to be disposed of as 
they think fit: 

(3) If the offender is not apprehended and proceeded against 
in the manner herein-before mentioned, the said penalty of twenty 
pounds is to be recoverable in the same manner as any other 
penalty hereby imposed. 

Sale of Postage Stamps. 

12 . Notwithstanding anything in this Act contained, it shall 
be lawful for any person in the service or employment of the Post 
Office, without any other licence or authority than this Act, to 
sell postage stamps at any place, and to carry postage stamps 
about for sale. 

Discount on Purchase of Stamps. 

13. Upon the sale of stamps such discount shall be allowed to 
the purchasers thereof as the Commissioners of Her Majesty s 
Treasury shall direct. 1 

Allowance for Spoiled and Misused Stamps . 2 

1 . Spoiled Stamps. 

14. Subject to such regulations as the Commissioners may 
think proper to make, and to the production of such evidence by 
affidavit or otherwise as the Commissioners may require, allowance 
is to be made by the Commissioners for stamps spoiled in the 
cases hereinafter mentioned ; (that is to say,) 

1 As to the discount allowed to purchasers of stamps, see Appendix. 

As to the hours of attendance for allowance of spoiled stamps, the 
affidavit required, &c., see Appendix. 
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(1) The stamp on any material inadvertently and un- 
designedly spoiled, obliterated, or by any means rendered 
unfit for the purpose intended, before any instrument 
written thereon is executed by any party, and for which 
stamp no money or other consideration has been paid or 
given to the attorney, solicitor, or other person employed 
to transact the business intended to have been carried 
into execution thereby, or to the person by whom the 
same was written : 

(2) Any adhesive stamp which has never been used or affixed 
to any material, but which has been inadvertently and 
undesignedly spoiled or rendered unfit for use: 

(3) The stamp used or intended to be used for any bill of 
exchange or promissory note, signed by or on behalf of 
the drawer or intended drawer, but not delivered out of 
his hands to the payee or intended payee, or any person 
on his behalf, or deposited with any person as a security 
for the payment of money, or in any way negociated, 
issued, or put in circulation, or made use of in any other 
manner whatever, and which being a bill of exchange has 
not been accepted by the drawee, and provided that the 
material on which any such stamp is impressed does not 
bear any signature intended as or for the acceptance of 
any bill of exchange to be afterwards written thereon : 

(4) The stamp used or intended to be used for any bill of ex¬ 
change or promissory note signed by or on behalf of the 
drawer thereof, but which from any omission or error 
has been spoiled or rendered useless, although the same, 
being a bill of exchange, may have been presented for 
acceptance or accepted or indorsed, or, being a promissory 
note, may have been delivered to the payee, provided that 
another completed and duly stamped bill of exchange or 
promissory note is produced identical in every particular, 
except in the correction of such error or omission as afore¬ 
said, with the spoiled bill or note: 

(5) The stamp used for any of the following instruments, that 
is to say, 
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(а) The presentation to an ecclesiastical benefice not fol¬ 
lowed by institution: 

(б) An instrument executed by any party thereto, but 
afterwards found to be absolutely void in law from the 
beginning: 

(c) An instrument executed by any party thereto, but 
afterwards found unfit by reason of any error, or 
mistake therein for the purpose originally intended: 

( cl ) An instrument executed by any party thereto, but 
which by reason of the death of any person by whom 
it is necessary that it should be executed, without 
having executed the same, or of the refusal of any 
such person to execute the same, or to advance any 
money intended to be thereby secured, cannot be com¬ 
pleted so as to effect the intended transaction in the 
form proposed : 

( e ) An instrument executed by any party thereto, which for 
want of the execution thereof by some material and 
necessary party, and his inability or refusal to sign the 
same, is in fact incomplete and insufficient for the 
purpose for which it was intended: 

(/) An instrument executed by any party thereto, which by 
reason of the refusal of any person to act under the 
same, or by the refusal or non-acceptance of any office 
thereby granted, totally fails of the intended purpose: 

((/) An instrument executed by any party thereto, which 
for want of enrolment or registration within the time 
required by law becomes null and void: 

(h) An instrument executed by any party thereto, which 
becomes useless in consequence of the transaction in¬ 
tended to be thereby effected being effected by some 
other instrument duly stamped : 

( i ) An instrument executed by any party thereto, which is 
inadvertently and undesignedly spoiled, and in lieu 
whereof another instrument made between the same 
parties and for the same purpose is executed and duly 
stamped : 
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Provided as follows : 

(1) That in the case of an executed instrument, 

(а) The instrument is given up to be cancelled : 

(б) The application for relief is made within six months 
after the date of the instrument, or, if it is not dated, 
within six months after the execution thereof by the 
person by whom it was first or alone executed, except 
where from unavoidable circumstances any instrument 
for which another instrument has been substituted 
cannot be given up to be cancelled within the aforesaid 
period, and in that case within six months after the 
date or execution of the substituted instrument, and 
except where the spoiled instrument has become void 
for want of enrolment or registration, and in that case 
within six months next after it has so become void, 
and except also where the spoiled instrument has 
been sent abroad, and in that case within six months 
after it has been received back in any part of the 
United Kingdom: 

(c) No action has been brought or suit commenced in 
which the instrument could or would have been given 
or offered in evidence : 

(2) That in the case of stamped material, not having any 
executed instrument written thereon, and of an adhesive 
stamp not affixed to any material, the application for relief 
is made within six months after the stamp has been 
spoiled as aforesaid. 

2. Misused Stamps. 

15 . When any person has inadvertently used for an instrument 
liable to duty a stamp of greater value than was necessary, or has 
inadvertently used any stamp for an instrument not liable to any 
duty, the Commissioners may, on application made within six 
months after the date of the instrument, or, if it is not dated, 
within six months after the execution thereof by the person by 
whom it was first or alone executed, and upon the instrument, if 
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liable to any duty, being restamped with the proper duty, cancel 
and allow as spoiled the stamp so misused. 

3. Allowance how to be made . 

16 . In any case in which allowance is made for spoiled or 
misused stamps the Commissioners may give in lieu thereof other 
stamps of the same denomination and value, or, if required, and 
they think proper, stamps of any other denomination to the same 
amount in value, or, at their discretion, the same value in money, 
deducting the proper allowance on the purchase of stamps of the 
like description. 

Re-purchase of Stamps not Wanted . 

17 . When any person is possessed of a stamp which has not 
been spoiled or rendered unfit or useless for the purpose intended, 
but for which he has no immediate use, the Commissioners may, 
if they in their discretion think fit, repay to him the amount or 
value of such stamp in money, deducting the proper discount, upon 
his delivering up the stamp to be cancelled, and proving to their 
satisfaction that it was pm-chased by him with a bona fide inten¬ 
tion to use it, and that he has paid the full value thereof without 
any deduction (except only the amount of such discount), and 
that the stamp was so purchased within the period of six months 
next preceding the application at the chief office or at one of the 
head offices, or from some person duly appointed to sell and dis¬ 
tribute stamps or duly licensed to deal in stamps. 

Criminal Offences, 

18 . Any person who does, or causes or procures to be done, or 
knowingly aids, abets, or assists in doing, any of the acts follow¬ 
ing, that is to say, 

(1) Forging a die or stamp ; 

(2) Making an impression upon any material with a forged 
die; 

(3) Fraudulently cutting, tearing, or in any way removing 
from any material any stamp, with the intent that any 
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use should be made of such stamp, or of any part 
thereof; 

(4) Fraudulently mutilating any stamp, with intent that any 
use should be made of any part of such stamp ; 

(5) Fraudulently fixing or placing upon any material or upon 
any stamp, any stamp or part of a stamp which, whether 
fraudulently or not, has been cut, torn, or in any way 
removed from any other material, or out of or from any 
other stamp ; 

(6) Fraudulently erasing or otherwise either really or ap¬ 
parently removing from any stamped material any name, 
sum, date, or other matter or thing whatsoever thereon 
written, with the intent that any use should be made of 
the stamp upon such material; 

(7) Knowingly selling or exposing for sale or uttering or using 
any forged stamp; 

(8) Knowingly, and without lawful excuse (the proof of which 
lawful excuse lies on the person accused), having in pos¬ 
session any forged die or stamp, or any stamp or part of 
a stamp which has been fraudulently cut, torn, or other¬ 
wise removed from any material, or any stamp which has 
been fraudulently mutilated, or any stamped material out 
of which any name, sum, date, or other matter or thing 
has been fraudulently erased or otherwise either really or 
apparently removed, 

is guilty of felony, and upon being convicted shall be liable to 
be subjected to penal servitude for the term of his natural life 
or for any term not less than five years, or to be imprisoned for 
any term not exceeding three years. 

Justices ’ Search Warrant for Forged Dies and Stamps , &c. 

19 . On information given before any justice of the peace upon 
oath that there is just cause to suspect any person of being guilty 
of any of the offences aforesaid, such justice may, by a warrant 
under his hand, cause every dwelling-house, room, workshop, 
outhouse, or other building or place belonging to or occupied by 
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the suspected person, or where he is suspected of being or having 
been in any way engaged or concerned in the commission of any 
such offence, or of secreting any forged die or stamp, or any 
machinery, implements, or utensils applicable to the commission 
of any such offence, to be searched, and if upon such search any 
of the said several matters and things are found the same may be 
seized and carried away, in order that they may be produced in 
evidence against any offender, and shall afterwards, whether pro¬ 
duced in evidence or not, by order of the court or judge before 
whom such offender is tried, or in case there shall be no such 
trial, by order of some justice of the peace, be delivered over to 
the Commissioners, to be defaced or destroyed or otherwise dis¬ 
posed of as they may think fit. 

Commissioners ’ Search Warrant for Forged Stamps . 

2.0. (1) Upon information given to the Commissioners that 
there is reasonable cause to suspect that any person appointed 
to sell and distribute stamps, or being or having been licensed to 
deal in stamps, has in his possession any forged stamps, the Com¬ 
missioners may by warrant under their hands authorise any person 
to enter between the hours of nine in the morning and seven in 
the evening into any dwelling-house, room, shop, warehouse, out¬ 
house, or other building of or belonging to any such suspected 
person ; and if on demand of admittance, and notice of such war¬ 
rant, the door of any such dwelling-house, room, shop, warehouse, 
outhouse, or other building, or any inner door thereof, is not 
opened, then such authorised person may break open the same 
respectively, and search for and seize any stamps that may he 
found in any such place as aforesaid, or elsewhere in the custody 
or possession of such suspected person. 

(2) All constables and other peace officers are hereby required, 
upon the request of any person acting under such warrant, to aid 
and assist in the execution thereof. 

(3) Any person who— 

(a) Eefuses to permit any such search or seizure to be 
made as aforesaid 
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(b) Assaults, opposes, molests, or obstructs any person 
employed or acting in the execution or under the 
authority of any such warrant, or aiding or assisting in 
the execution thereof; 

and every constable or police officer who upon any such 
request as aforesaid, refuses or neglects to aid and assist 
in the execution of any such warrant as aforesaid, 
shall forfeit the sum of fifty pounds. 

Mode of Proceeding when Stamps are Seized . 

Zl. (1) The person who is intrusted with the execution of any 
such warrant as aforesaid shall, if required, give to the person in 
whose custody or possession any stamps are found and seized, an 
acknowledgment of the number, particulars, and amount of the 
stamps so seized, and shall permit such last-mentioned person, or 
any person employed by him to mark such stamps before the re¬ 
moval thereof: 

(2) If the person in whose custody or possession any stamps are 
so found and seized is or has been a licensed dealer in stamps, he 
shall be entitled to claim and receive in money from the Commis¬ 
sioners the amount of such of the stamps so seized as may be found 
to be genuine (deducting therefrom the proper discount), and also 
to receive the value of the material whereon the same may be im¬ 
pressed according to the rates at which material of the like quality 
and description is sold by the Commissioners, or, if the Commis¬ 
sioners think fit, such of the stamps so seized as may be found to 
be genuine may be returned to the person from whose custody or 
possession the same have been taken, with such reasonable amends 
as the Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury may think fit to 
award. 

L icensed Person in Possession of Forged Stamps to be presumed 
Guilty until contrary is shoivn. 

Z2. If any forged stamps are found in the possession of any 
person appointed to sell and distribute stamps, or being or having 
been licensed to deal in stamps, such person shall be deemed and 
taken, unless the contrary is satisfactorily proved, to have had the 
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same in his possession, knowing them to be forged, and with intent 
to sell, use, or utter them, and shall be liable to all penalties and 
punishments imposed or inflicted by law upon persons selling, 
using, uttering, or having in possession forged stamps knowing 
the same to be forged. 

Justices' Search Warrant for Stamps Stolen , or obtained 
fraudulently . 

23 . (1) Any justice of the peace having jurisdiction in the 
place where any stamps are known or supposed to be concealed or 
deposited, may, upon reasonable suspicion that the same have been 
stolen or fraudulently obtained, issue his warrant for the seizure 
thereof, and for apprehending or bringing before himself or any 
other justice within the same jurisdiction the person in whose 
possession or custody such stamps may be found, to be dealt with 
according to law: 

(2) If such person omits or refuses to account for the possession 
of such stamps, or is unable satisfactorily to account for the posses¬ 
sion thereof, or if it does not appear that the same were purchased 
by him at the chief office or at one of the head offices, or from 
some person duly appointed to sell and distribute stamps or duly 
licensed to deal in stamps, such stamps of which no account or 
no satisfactory account is given, or which do not appear to have 
been so purchased as aforesaid, shall be forfeited to Her Majesty, 
her heirs or successors, and shall be accordingly condemned by 
such justice and delivered over to the Commissioners; and any 
stamps so condemned shall be kept by the Commissioners for the 
space of six months, and afterwards cancelled and destroyed, or 
disposed of as the Commissioners think fit: 

(3) Provided, that if at any time within six months after such 
condemnation any person makes out to the satisfaction of the 
Commissioners that any stamps so condemned were stolen or 
otherwise fraudulently obtained from him, and that the same 
were purchased by him at the chief office or one of the head 
offices, or from some person duly appointed to sell and distribute 
stamps, or duly licensed to deal in stamps, such stamps may be 
delivered up to him. 
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The Discontinuance of Dies . 

2A. Whenever the Commissioner’s determine to discontinue 
the use of any die, and provide a new die to be used in lieu there¬ 
of, and give public notice thereof in the London, Edinburgh, and 
Dublin Gazettes, then from and after any day to be stated in the 
notice (such day not being within one month after the same is so 
published) such new die shall be the only lawful die for denoting 
the duty chargeable in any case in which the discontinued die 
would have been used if it had not been so discontinued; and 
every instrument first executed by any person, or bearing date 
after the day so stated, and stamped with the discontinued die, 
shall be deemed to be not duly stamped : 

Provided as follows: 

(1) If any instrument stamped as last aforesaid, and first 
executed after the day so stated at any place out of the 
United Kingdom, is brought to the Commissioners within 
fourteen days after it has been received in the United 
Kingdom, then upon proof of the facts to the satisfaction 
of the Commissioners the stamp thereon shall be can¬ 
celled, and the instrument shall be stamped with the same 
amount of duty by means of the lawful die, without the 
payment of any penalty ; 

(2) All personshaving in their possession any material stamped 
with the discontinued die, and which by reason of the 
providing of such new die has been rendered useless, may 
at any time within six months after the day mentioned in 
such notice send the same to the chief office or either of 
the head offices, and the Commissioners may thereupon 
cause the stamps on such material to be cancelled, and 
the same material, or, if the Commissioners think fit, any 
other material, to be stamped with the new die, in lieu 
of and to an equal amount with the stamps so cancelled : 

Prohibition against the Defacement of Adhesive Stamps . 

2,5. Every person who by any writing in any manner defaces 
any adhesive stamp before it is used shall forfeit the sum of five 
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pounds : Provided that any person may with the express sanction 
of the Commissioners, and in the manner and in comformity with 
the conditions which they may prescribe, write upon an adhesive 
stamp before it is used for the purpose of identification thereof. 

Recovery and Mitigation of Penalties . 

26 . (1) Penalties incurred under this Act are to be sued for 
by information in the Court of Exchequer, in England in the name 
of the Attorney General for England, in Scotland in the name of 
the Lord Advocate, and in Ireland in the name of the Attorney 
General for Ireland, and may be recovered with full costs of suit. 

(2) The Commissioners may, at their discretion, mitigate or 
stay or compound proceedings for any penalty, and reward any 
person who may inform them of any offence against this Act, or 
assist in the recovery of any penalty. 

Affidavits and Declarations , how to be made, 

27 . Any affidavit or statutory declaration to be made in pur¬ 
suance of or for the purposes of this Act may be made before any 
of the Commissioners, or any officer or person authorised by them 
in that behalf, or before any person appointed to administer oaths 
in Chancery in England or Ireland, or before any person com¬ 
missioned to take affidavits by the Court of Session in Scotland, 
or any justice of the peace or notary public in any part of the 
United Kingdom, or at any place out of the United Kingdom be¬ 
fore any person duly authorised to administer oaths there. 


APPENDIX. 






APPENDIX I. 


Exemptions from Stamp Duty contained in Acts not other¬ 
wise relating to Stamp Duties.—Arranged alphabeti¬ 
cally with reference to the subject matter of the Act 


Subject 

Act and Exemption 

Admission 

of any Burgess or Freeman under the Municipal 
Corporations Acts, see Municipal Corporations. 

Agreement 
(England and 
Ireland). 

9 Geo. IV. c. 14 (an Act for rendering a written 
memorandum necessary to the validity of certain 
promises and engagements—Lord Tenterden’s Act), 
s. 8:— 

ArrOINTMENTS 

TO OFFICES ; 

RE-APPOINT¬ 
MENTS ON 

DEMISE OF THE 

Crown. 

6 No memorandum or other writing made neces¬ 
sary by this Act shall be deemed to be an agree¬ 
ment within the meaning of any statute relating 
to the duties of stamps.’ 

11 Geo. IV. & 1 Will. IV. c. 43 (an Act to abolish 
certain fees and stamp duties chargeable on the 
renewal of all appointments, commissions, grants, 
pensions, and patents consequent on the demise of 
the Crown), s. 1:— 

6 Every person who’ at the demise of the Crown 

6 shall possess or enjoy any office, employment, pen¬ 
sion, rank, or precedence granted, during the plea¬ 
sure of the Crown, by any letters patent, commis¬ 
sion, warrant or other instrument, and shall be 
continued in the enjoyment of and be re-appointed 
X 
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Subject 

Act and Exemption 

Bankruptcy 

(England). 

to such office or employment, or obtain a re-grant 
of such pension, rank, or precedence, shall be ex¬ 
empted, except as hereinafter provided, from pay¬ 
ing any fee or stamp duty in respect of such re¬ 
appointment or re-grant.’ 

32 & 33 Viet. c. 71 (‘The Bankruptcy Act, 
1869’), s. 113:— 

6 Every deed, conveyance, assignment, surrender, 
admission, or other assurance relating solely to 
freehold, leasehold, copyhold, or customary pro¬ 
perty, or to any mortgage, charge, or other incum¬ 
brance on, or any estate, right, or interest in any 
real or personal property which is part of the estate 
of any bankrupt, and which after the execution of 
such deed, conveyance, assignment, surrender, ad¬ 
mission, or other assurance, either at law or in 
equity, is or remains the estate of the bankrupt or 
of the trustee under the bankruptcy, and every 
power of att^Bfuq proxy paper, writ, order, certifi¬ 
cate, affidavit, bond, or other instrument or writing 
relating solely to the property of any bankrupt, or 
to any proceeding under any bankruptcy, shall be 
exempt from stamp duty (except in respect of fees 

Bankruptcy 

(Scotland). 

under this Act).’ 

19 & 20 Viet. c. 79 (‘ The Bankruptcy ( Scotland) 
Act, 1856’), s. 184:— 

6 All conveyances or assignations, instruments, 
discharges, writings, or deeds relating solely to the 
estate belonging to any bankrupt against whom 
sequestration has been or may be awarded, either 
under this or any former Act, and which estate, 
after the execution of such conveyances, assigna¬ 
tions, instruments, discharges, writings, or deeds, 
shall be and remain the property of such bankrupt, 
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Subject 

Act and Exemption 

Bankruptcy 

(Ireland). 

for the benefit of his creditors, or the trustees ap¬ 
pointed or chosen under or by virtue of such se¬ 
questration, and all discharges to such bankrupt, 
and all deeds, assignations, instruments or writings 
for reinvesting such bankrupt in the estate, and all 
powers of attorney, commissions, factories, oaths, 
affidavits, articles of roup or sale, submissions, 
decrees arbitral, and all other instruments and 
writings whatsoever, relating solely to the estate 
of such bankrupt, and all other deeds or writings 
forming a part of the proceedings ordered under 
such sequestration, shall be exempt from all stamp 
duties or other government duty.’ 

20 & 21 Viet. c. 60 (‘The Irish Bankrupt and 
Insolvent Act, 1857 ’), s. 400:— 

4 No fees or stamp duties other than those au¬ 
thorised by the Act shall be payable in respect of 
any affidavit, certificate, bond, motion or proceed¬ 
ing in bankruptcy or insolvency, or under this Act; 
Provided that nothing in this section contained 
shall exempt from stamp duty any deed, convey¬ 
ance, assignment, or other assurance which now is 
by law liable to such duty.’ 

Benefit 
Building 
Societies. 
Exemption 
No. 1. 

6 & 7 Will. IV. c. 32 (An Act for the regulation 
of Benefit Building Societies), s. 8 :— 

6 No rules of any such society, or any copy there¬ 
of, nor any transfer of any share or shares in any 
such society, shall be subject or liable to or charged 
with any stamp duty or duties whatsoever.’ 

Exemption 
No. 2. 

Furthermore, by s. 4 :— 

All the provisions of the 10 Geo. IV. c. 56 (the 
old Friendly Societies Act), 4 so far as the same or 
any part thereof may be applicable to the purpose 
of any Benefit Building Society, shall extend and 
x 2 
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Subject 


Act and Exemption 


apply to such Benefit Building Society and the 
rules thereof, in such and the same manner as if 
the provisions of the said Act had been herein ex¬ 
pressly re-enacted.’ 

It has been held that the effect of this enact¬ 
ment is to incorporate into the 6 & 7 Will. IV. c. 32, 
the 37th section of the 10 Geo. IV. c. 56, which 
is in the following terms :— 

c No copy of rules, power, warrant, or letter of 
attorney granted or to be granted by any person 
as trustee of any society established under this 
Act, for the transfer of any share in the public 
funds standing in the name of such trustee, nor 
any receipts given for any dividend in any public 
stock or fund or interest of Exchequer Bills, nor 
any receipt, 1 nor any entry in any book of receipt, 
for money deposited in the funds of any such so¬ 
ciety, nor for any money received by any member, 
his or her executors or administrators, assigns or 
attornies, from the funds of such society, nor any 
bond nor other security 2 to be given to or on 


1 A receipt given by the secretary of a Benefit Building Society for 
rent paid to the society by the tenant of premises mortgaged to the 
society by a member, into receipt of the rents of which the society had 
entered under a clause in the mortgage deed, is not within this exemp¬ 
tion (The Attorney-General v. Phillips, 19 Weekly Reporter Ex. 1146). 
Martin B. in delivering judgment observing:— 

‘ In my judgment, this exemption ought to be read according to its 
plain and ordinary meaning—namely, that those receipts are to he 
exmpted from duty which are given for money deposited belonging to 
the funds of the society. * 

And Bramwell, B. added :— 

‘ The general words at the end of 10 Geo. IV. c. 56, s. 37, cannot be 
read as applying to a document of this kind.’ 

A morte-acre from a member of a Benefit Building society to the 
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Subject 

Act and Exemption 


account of any such society, or by the treasurer or 
trustee or any officer thereof, nor any draft or 
order, 1 nor any form of assurance, nor any appoint¬ 
ment of any agent, nor any certificate or other 
instrument for the revocation of any such appoint¬ 
ment, nor any other instrument or document what¬ 
ever required or authorised to be given, issued, 
signed, made, or produced in pursuance of this 
Act, shall be subject or liable to or charged with 
any stamp duty or duties whatsoever 

and that these words include mortgages made to 
a Benefit Building Society by members of the so¬ 
ciety (Walker v. Giles , 6 C. B. 662, 696; 13 Jurist, 
588 ; 18 L. J. (C. P.) 323, 329 ; Barnard v. Pils- 
ivorth, , 6 C. B. 698 n.; 18 L. J. (C. P.) 330 n.); 
and in Thorn v. Croft , Law Rep. 3 Eq. 193, Wood, 
V.C., held that mortgages to such a society by per¬ 
sons who are not members come within the exemp¬ 
tion. See, however, the observations of Kelly, C.B., 
and Martin, B., in delivering judgment in The 
Royal Liver Friendly Society , v. The Commission¬ 
ers of Inland Revenue , Law Rep. 5 Ex. 7 9 & 80. 

The exemption from stamp duty conferred by 
the 6 & 7 Will. IV. c. 32 does not extend to any 
mortgage to be made after the passing of “ The 
Stamp Act, 1870,” except a mortgage by a member 

1 of a Benefit Building Society for securing the re- 


society, before its rules bad been certified and deposited, these formali¬ 
ties having afterwards been complied with, has been held to be exempt 
from stamp duty under the 6 & 7 Will. IV. c. 32, and 10 Geo. IV. c. 
56, ss. 7, 37 (Williams v. Hayward, 22 Beav. 220). 

i As to what drafts and orders are within this exemption, see Attor¬ 
ney General v. Gilpin, Law Rep. G Ex. 193. 
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Subject 

Act and Exemption 

Cnuitcii 

Building 

Acts. 

payment to the Society of money not exceeding 
500 1. (33 & 34 Viet. c. 97, s. 112. 1 ) 

3 Geo. IV. c. 72, s. 28 (an Act to render more 
effectual two Acts, passed in the 58th and 59th 
years of his late Majesty, for building and pro¬ 
moting the building of additional churches in 
populous places) : — 

After reciting that by the said recited Act of the 
59th Geo. III. the Commissioners of Stamps were 
authorised to allow the full amount of stamp duties 
upon instruments made in relation to the said re¬ 
cited Acts (58 Geo. III. c. 45 , 59 Geo. III. c. 134), 
and that it was expedient to make other provisions 
in relation to such stamp duties, enacts, that 

4 No deed of gift, or grant, security, contract, 
agreement, deed, or conveyance, or other instru¬ 
ment, made for any of the purposes in the said 
recited Acts mentioned, or for any other of the 
purposes or under any of the provisions in the 
said recited Acts or either of them, or of this Act, 
or for the carrying into execution any of the 
powers, authorities, regulations, purposes, or provi¬ 
sions thereof or therein mentioned respectively, 
shall be subject to any of the duties upon stamped 
vellum, parchment, or paper ; anything in any Act 
or Acts of Parliament to the contrary notwith¬ 

ClIURCnYARDS. 

standing.’ 

30 & 31 Viet. c. 133 (‘The Consecration of 
Churchyai'ds Act, 1867 ’), sec. 6 :— 


1 This section is a repetition of31&32Vic. c. 124, s. 11, but with¬ 
out the proviso at the end of that section, which is not necessary, as 
the receipts to which it relates could never be charged as moit- 
gages, and are besides distinctly instruments authorised by the 6 & < 
Will. IV. c. 32. 
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Subject 

Act and Exemption 

Coinage. 

‘No deed of gift, or grant, security, contract, 
agreement, deed, or conveyance, or other instru¬ 
ment made for the purposes of this Act, or for 
carrying into execution any of the powers, authori¬ 
ties, or provisions of this Act, shall be subject to 
any of the duties upon stamped vellum, parch¬ 
ment, or paper, anything in any Act or Acts of 
Parliament to the contrary notwithstanding.’ 

See post. Standards of Weights, Measures, 
and Coinages Act, 1866, tit. Standards. 

Common Law 
Procedure 
(E ngland). 

17 & 18 Viet. c. 125 (‘The Common Law Pro¬ 
cedure Act, 1854’), s. 30:— 

‘ No document made or required under the pro¬ 
visions of this Act shall be liable to any stamp 
duty.’ 

Common Law 
Procedure 
(I reland). 

19 & 20 Viet. c. 102 (‘ The Common Law Pro¬ 
cedure Amendment Act (. Ireland ), 1856’), s. 36:— 

‘ No document made or required under the pro¬ 
visions of this Act shall be liable to any stamp 
duty.’ 

Contagious 

Diseases 

(Animals) 

(Great 

Britain). 

Drainage. 

32 & 33 Viet. c. 70 (‘The Contagious Diseases 
(Animals) Act, 1869 51 ), s. 83 :— 

‘ No stamp duty shall be payable on any appoint¬ 
ment, certificate, declaration, or licence under this 
Act, or any order or regulation made thereunder.’ 

9 & 10 Viet. c. 101 (An Act to authorise the 
advance of public money to promote the improve¬ 
ment of land in Great Britain and Ireland by 
drainage), s. 47 :— 

‘ No bond or other security given to the Com- 


1 This Act repeals (s. 4 and Schedule) the 29 Yict. c. 15, which 
contained (s. 9) a similar exemption from stamp duty, not extending, 
however, to Ireland. (Vide s. 2.) 
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Subject 


East India 
Loan. 


Foreshore. 

Fortification 

Acts. 


Act and Exemption 


missioners under this Act, and no certificate or 
other instrument made under this Act, shall be 
chargeable with any stamp duty.’ 

[Note. —The Commissioners for the execution of 
the Act are, in Great Britain, The Inclosure Commis¬ 
sioners for England and Wales (vid. s. 9) ; and, in Ire¬ 
land, the Commissioners for the 1 & 2 Will. IV. c. 33 
(An Act for the extension and promotion of public 
works in Ireland), and the 5 & 6 Viet. c. 89 (An Act 
to promote the drainage of lands, &c.), and the several 
Acts amending the same, who are, for the purposes of 
the Act, to be called 1 The Commissioners of Public 
Works and Drainage in Ireland.’ (Vid. s. 10.)] 

22 Viet. c. 11 (An Act to enable the Secretary 
of State in Council of India to raise money in the 
United Kingdom for the service of the Government 
of India), s. 9 :— 

6 The provisions contained in s. 4 of the Act of 
the 5th and 6th Will. IV. c. 64, with respect to 
the composition and agreement for the payment 
by the East India Company of an annual sum in 
lieu of stamp duties on their bonds, and the ex¬ 
emption of their bonds from stamp duties, shall be 
applicable with respect to the bonds and deben¬ 
tures to be issued under the authority of this Act, 
as if such provisions were here repeated and re¬ 
enacted in reference thereto.’ 

See Trade, Board of. 

30 & 31 Viet. c. 145 (An Act for providing a 
further sum towards defraying the expenses of con¬ 
structing fortifications, &c.), s. 16 :— 

6 No stamp duties whatsoever shall be charged 
on any of the said transfers, any law or statute to 
the contrary notwithstanding.’ 
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Subject 

Act and Exemption 

Friendly 

Societies. 

The transfers in question are transfers of annui¬ 
ties created under the Act, entered in the books of 
the Accountant-General of the Governor and Com¬ 
pany of the Bank of England, the entry being 
signed by the parties making such transfers, or by 
their attorney or attornies lawfully authorised as 
required by the Act. (See s. 16.) 

A similar exemption is contained in the follow¬ 
ing Acts in pari materia :— 

23 & 24 Viet. c. 109, s. 16. 

25 & 26 Viet. c. 78, s. 16. 

26 & 27 Viet. c. 80, s. 16. 

27 & 28 Viet. c. 109, s. 16. 

28 & 29 Viet, c. 61, s. 16. 

18 & 19 Viet. c. 63 (The Friendly Societies’ Act, 
1855 1 ), s. 37 2 :— 

‘No copy of rules, nor power, warrant, or letter 
of attorney granted by any person as trustee of any 
society established under this Act or any of the 
Acts hereby repealed, for the transfer of any share 
in the public funds standing in the name of such 
trustee, nor any order or receipt for money contri¬ 
buted to or received from the funds of any such 
society, by any person liable or entitled to pay or 
receive the same by virtue of the rules thereof or 
of this Act, nor any bond 3 to be given to or on 


1 This short title is used in reference to the Act in 30 & 31 Viet 
c. 117, s. 4. 

2 The exemption of rules and other instruments from stamp duty 
contained in this Act, applies to societies registered under the Act of 
the 30 & 31 Viet. c. 117—An Act to amend the Industrial and Provi¬ 
dent Societies Act. ( Vid . s. 3 of that Act, quoted (post) sub tit. Indus¬ 
trial and Provident Societies.) 

3 A bond given by a publican at whose house a benefit club used to 
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Subject 


Act and Exemption 


account of any such Society, or by the Treasurer 
or any officer thereof, nor any draft or order, nor 
any form of policy, nor any appointment of any 
agent, nor any certificate or other instrument for 
the revocation of any such appointment, nor any 
other document whatever * 1 required or authorised 
by or in pursuance of this Act or the rules of any 
society, shall be liable to stamp duty; Provided, 
that no exemption from any of the duties granted 
by any Act or Acts relating to stamp duties shall 
be deemed to extend to any Society which shall 
assure the payment of money exceeding 2001., or 
which shall assure the payment of any money on 
the death of a member to any person, except ex¬ 
ecutors, administrators, or assigns of such member, 


meet, conditioned for the production of a box containing the subscrip¬ 
tions, was held by Lord Ellenborough, in Carter v. Bond , 4 Espinasse, 
252, to be a bond within the meaning of the corresponding section of 
the 38 Geo. 3, c. 54—Friendly Societies Act. (Vid. s. 4.) 

I In The Royal Liver Friendly Society v. the Commissioners of Inland 
Revenue , Law Rep. 5 Ex. 78, it was held that this exemption does not 
extend to the securities on which the funds of a friendly society are 
invested, for the general words ‘ any other document whatever ’ must 
be construed by reference to the particular terms which precede them, 
and must be taken to refer to matters ejusdem generis with them; and 
the instruments before enumerated all relate to matters of a compara¬ 
tively small amount, and to acts which are in a manner exclusively the 
acts of the society or of its officers and members in their relation to it 
and to one another. 

And Martin, B., in delivering judgment said :— 

I I think that the words “nor other security” (which were contained 
in the corresponding section of the repealed statute, 10 Geo. 4, c. 06 , 
s. 37, coming after the word “ bond ”) ‘are omitted for the very pur¬ 
pose of preventing this question arising.’ 
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Subject 

Act and Exemption 

Glebe Loan 
Act (Ireland). 

or the husband, wife, father, mother, child, brother, 
sister, nephew, or niece of such member.’ 

33 & 34 Viet. c. 112 (‘The Glebe Loan (Ire¬ 
land) Act, 1870’), s. 8 :— 

‘No mortgage, bond, obligation, security, con¬ 
tract, agreement, or other instrument whatsoever 
executed under the provisions of this Act, nor any 
memorial thereof for registration, shall be liable to 

Highways 

(England). 

any stamp duty whatever.’ 

5 & 6 Will. IV. c. 50 (An Act to consolidate 
and amend the laws relating to Highways in that 
part of Great Britain called England), s. 9. 

The appointment of a Surveyor of Highways 
under this section is to be ‘in writing on paper 
without stamp.’ 

Inclosure 
and Exchange 
of Lands 
(England and 
Wales). 

8 & 9 Viet. c. 118 (An Act to facilitate the in¬ 
closure and improvement of commons and lands 
held in common, the exchange of lands, and the 
division of intermixed lands, &c., &c.), s. 163 :— 
‘No advertisement inserted by the direction of 
the Commissioners or any Assistant Commissioner 
acting in the matter of any inclosure in the Lon¬ 

Industrial 
and Provi¬ 
dent Socie¬ 
ties. 

1 

don Gazette or in any newspaper for the purpose 
of carrying into effect any provision of this Act, 
and no agreement, award, bond, or power of at¬ 
torney made or confirmed or used under this Act, 
shall be chargeable with any stamp duty.’ 

30 & 31 Viet. c. 117 (‘The Industrial and Pro¬ 
vident Societies Act, 1867 ’), s. 3 :— 

‘ The provisions following contained in the Acts 
undermentioned relating to Friendly Societies 
shall apply to all Societies registered under this 
Act, and no such provision shall be affected in its 
application to such Societies by its repeal in regard 
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Subject 

Act and Exemption 

Loan Socie¬ 
ties 

(England and 
Wales). 

to Friendly Societies, unless the contrary be ex¬ 
pressly declared by the Act repealing the same; 
and in applying such provisions words concerning 
the Trustee of any Society shall be taken to apply 
to the Society, except the context precludes such 
construction ; (that is to say,) 

So much of the Friendly Societies Acts, 1855 
and 1858, as relates to— 

{Inter alia) The exemption of rules and other in¬ 
struments from stamp duty : ’ 

For this exemption, contained in 18 & 19 Viet, 
c. 63, s. 36, vicl. tit. Friendly Societies. 

3 & 4 Vic. c. 110 (An Act to amend the laws 
relating to Loan Societies), s. 9:— 

6 No debenture (issued by any Loan Society for 
money deposited or to be deposited with the Society 
otherwise than by way of gift, and registered in the 
books of the Society) shall be liable to any stamp 
duty or Parliamentary imposition whatever.’ 

s. 12: — 6 No bond or security so to be given’— 
that is , — given by any Treasurer or other person 
whatsoever intrusted with the receipt or custody of 
any money or securities for money, the property of 
any Loan Society, by bond in the form in the 
Schedule to the Act marked D., to the Trustee oi 
Trustees of the Society for the time being 

6 shall be chargeable with any stamp duty what¬ 
soever.’ 

s. 14: — 6 No note which shall be signed for the 
repayment of any loan made under this Act, nor 
any receipt or entry in any book of receipt for 
money lent or paid, nor any draft or order, nor any 
appointment of any agent, nor any other instill¬ 
ment whatever required to be made in pursuance 
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Subject 

Act and Exemption 

Loan Socie¬ 
ties 

(Ireland). 

of this Act, or of the Rules of the society, shall be 
chargeable with any stamp duty whatever.’ 

6 & 7 Vic. c. 91 (An Act to consolidate and 
amend the laws for the regulation of Charitable 
Loan Societies in Ireland), s. 26 :— 

6 No note or security for the repayment of any 
loan made by any society established or acting- 
under the provisions of this Act, nor any receipt or 
entry in any book of receipt for money lent or 
paid, nor any debenture or transfer, or draft or 
order, nor any appointment of any agent, nor any 
bond nor security, nor other instrument or docu- 

Merchant 

Shipping. 

ment whatever, required or authorised to be given, 
issued, made, or provided in pursuance of the rules 
of any such Society or of this Act shall be subject 
or chargeable with any stamp duty whatsoever.’ 

17 & 18 Viet. c. 104 (‘The Merchant Shipping 
Act, 1854’), Part 1 (Board of Trade), s. 9:— 

‘All instruments used in carrying into effect the 
second part of this Act, if not already exempted 
from stamp duty, and all instruments which by the 
third, fourth, sixth, or seventh Parts of this Act 
are required to be made in forms sanctioned by the 
Board of Trade, if made in such forms, and all in¬ 
struments used by or under the direction of the 
Board of Trade in carrying such Parts of this Act 
into effect, shall be exempt from stamp duty.’ 

Part 3 (Masters and Seamen), s. 143 :_ 

‘All indentures of apprenticeship to the sea ser¬ 
vice shall be exempt from stamp duty.’ 

Part 7 (Mercantile Marine Fund), s. 430 :_ 

‘All instruments or writings used by or under 
the direction of any of the General Lighthouse 
Authorities or the Board of Trade in carrying on 
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Subject 

Act and Exemption 

Military 

Forces. 

any of the services for which light-dues or other 
rates, fees, or payments accruing to or forming 
part of the Mercantile Marine Fund are received, 
shall be exempted from all public taxes and duties.’ 

35 & 36 Viet. c. 68 (‘ The Military Forces Lo¬ 
calisation Act, 1872’), s. 12 :— 

‘All contracts, conveyances, and other docu¬ 
ments made in pursuance of or with a view to 
carrying into effect the purposes of this Act shall 
be exempted from stamp duty.’ 

Militia. 

30 & 31 Viet. c. 92 (An Act to defray the charge 
of the pay, clothing, and contingent and other ex¬ 
penses of the disembodied Militia in Great Britain 
and Ireland, &c. &c.), s. 27 :— 

‘All bills, drafts, and orders drawn for pay or 
allowances under this Act may be drawn on un¬ 
stamped paper; and no such bill, draft, or order 
shall be void by reason of being drawn or written 

Ditto. 

(England and 
Wales). 

on unstamped paper.’ 

17 & 18 Viet. c. 105 (‘The Militia Law Amend¬ 
ment Act, 1854’), s. 20 :— 

‘ All conveyances, leases, mortgages, awards, con¬ 
tracts, receipts, and other instruments made for 
the purpose of carrying into effect the provisions 

Ditto 

(Scotland). 

of this Act shall be exempt from stamp duty.’ 

17 & 18 Viet. c. 106 (‘The Militia ( Scotland ) 
Act, 1854’), s. 41 :— 

6 All conveyances, leases, bonds, contracts, re¬ 
ceipts, and other deeds and instruments made for 

Municipal 

Corporations 

the purpose of carrying into effect the provisions 
of this Act shall be exempt from stamp duty.’ 

5 & 6 Will. IV. c. 76 (An Act to provide for the 
regulation of municipal corporations in England 
and Wales), s. 22 :— 
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Subject 


Act and Exemption 


(England and 
Wales). 

Ditto 

(Ireland). 


4 No stamp duty shall be payable in respect of 
the admission, registry, or enrolment of any Bur¬ 
gess according to the provisions of this Act.’ 1 

3 & 4 Viet. c. 108 (An Act for the regulation of 

Municipal Corporations in Ireland), s. 48 :_ 

4 No stamp duty shall be payable in respect of 
the admission, registry, or enrolment of any Bur¬ 
gess or Freeman according to the provisions of this 
Act.’ 


Navy. 


Ditto. 


Parlia¬ 

mentary 


27 & 28 Vic. c. 24 ( 4 The Naval Agency and 
Distribution Act, 1864’), s. 16:— 

‘All hills, orders, receipts, and other instruments 
drawn, given, or made under the authority or in 
pursuance of any Order in Council’ (relating to 
the distribution of salvage, bounty, prize, and other 
money distributable among the officers and crew of 
any of Her Majesty’s ships of war under the Act), 
4 by, to, or upon any officer or person in the service 
of Her Majesty or of the Lords of the Admiralty, 
shall be exempt from stamp duty.’ 

28 & 29 Viet. c. 73 ( 4 The Naval and Marine 

Pay and Pensions Act, 1865 ’), s. 6:_ 

‘All bills, orders, receipts, and other instru¬ 
ments drawn, given, or made under the authority 
or in pursuance of an Order in Council under this 
Act by, to or upon any person in the service of Her 
Majesty or of the Admiralty shall be exempt from 
stamp duty.’ 

24 & 25 Viet. c. 53 (An Act to provide that 


As 0 ° a ? m T° M freemen to Corporations in England, see 1 & 2 
Vrch c. 35 (an Act to repeal the stamp duty now paid on admission to 
the freedom of Corporations in England); and, ante, exemptions sub 
tit. Admission (p. 164). 
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Subject 


Act and Exemption 


Elections 
(Oxford, 
Cambridge, 
and Dublin). 

(London 
L T ni versify). 


(Scotch 

Universities). 


Parochial 

Clergy 

(Houses). 


Poor Law 


votes at the elections for the Universities may be 
recorded by voting papers), s. 6 :— 

‘No such voting paper as herein-before men¬ 
tioned shall be liable to any stamp duty.’ 

30 & 31 Viet. c. 102 (‘The Eepresentation of 
the People Act, 1867 ’), s. 45 :— 

‘ All the provisions of the Act of the 24 & 25 
Viet. c. 53, shall apply to every election of a 
member for the University of London.’ 

31 & 32 Viet. c. 48 (‘The Eepresentation of the 
People ( Scotland) Act, 1868’), s. 39 (4):— 

‘ All the provisions of the Act of the 24 & 25 Viet, 
c. 53, shall apply to every election of a member for 
the Universities of Edinburgh and Saint Andrew’s 
and for the Universities of Glasgow and Aberdeen.’ 1 

17 Greo. III. c. 53 (An Act to promote the resi¬ 
dence of the parochial clergy, &c.), s. 15:— 

‘ No deed, bond, transfer, or other writing, in¬ 
strument, or proceeding, made, had, or done, 
under the powers or authority of this Act, shall be 
charged or chargeable with any stamp duty, or fee 
of office, except as herein mentioned; any law or 
statute to the contrary notwithstanding.’ 

4 & 5 Will. IV. c. 76 2 * * * & (An Act for the amend- 


1 Except in certain particulars which do not affect the question of 
exemption from stamp duty. 

2 By s. 18 of the 5 & 6 Viet. c. 57 (An Act for (inter alia) the 
further amendment of the laws relating to the poor in England), the 
Acts of the 4 & 5 Will. IV. c. 76, 5 & 6 Will. IV. c. 69, 6 & 7 Will. IV. 

c. 96, and other Acts there mentioned, are to be construed as one Act, 
therefore a contract for sale of lands in pursuance of an order of the Poor 

Law Commissioners good under the Statute 5 & 6 Will. IV. c. 69, s. 3, 
falls within Statute 4 & 5 Will. IV. c. 76, s. 86, and is exempt from stamp 

duty. See The Guardians of the Poor of Banbury Union v. Robinson, 4 A. 

& E. (N. S.), p. 919. 
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Subject 

Act and Exemption 

(England and 
Wales). 

ment and better administration of the laws relating 
to the Poor in England and Wales), s. 86 :— 

4 No advertisement inserted by or under the di¬ 
rection of The Poor Law Commissioners for Eng¬ 
land and Wales in the London Gazette or any 
newspaper, for the purpose of carrying into effect 
any provisions of this Act, nor any mortgage, bond, 
instrument, or any assignment thereof, given by 
way of security, in pursuance of the rules, orders, 
or regulations of the said Commissioners, and con¬ 
formable thereto, nor any contract or agreement, 
or appointment of any officer, made or entered 
into in pursuance of such rules, orders, or regula¬ 
tions, and conformable thereto, nor any other in¬ 
strument made in pursuance of this Act, nor the 
appointment of any paid officer 1 engaged in the 
administration of the laws for the relief of the 
poor, or in the management or collection of the 
poor-rate, shall be charged or chargeable with any 
stamp duty whatever.’ 

s. 87 :— 4 No bond or other security at any time 
heretofore or to be at any time hereafter made or 
entered into in pursuance of the 22 Geo. III. c. 83, 2 
nor any assignment or transfer thereof, shall be 
charged or chargeable with, or be deemed to be or 
to have been subject or liable to, any stamp duty 
whatsoever, anything in any Act contained to the 
contrary thereof notwithstanding.’ 


1 The proper interpretation of the term ‘ officer * is to be found in 
s. 40 of the Act, by which the Poor Law Commissioners are empowered 
to appoint paid officers ; and the obvious object of the exemption is 
to prevent a charge falling upon the poor-rates. 

2 An Act for the better relief and employment of the poor. 
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Subject 

Act and Exemption 

Ditto 

(England anc 
Wales). 

7 & 8 Viet. c. 101 (An act for the further 
amendment of the laws relating to the poor in 
England *), s. 61 —after enacting that c every col¬ 
lector or assistant overseer appointed shall be bound 
to give to the Board of Guardians of the parish or 
union, or if there be no such Board of Guardians 

Ditto] 

(Ireland). 

then to the overseers of the parish for which he may 
act, sufficient security for the due performance of 
his duties,’ provides that:— 

6 No bond or any other security entered into in 
pursuance of this Act, or of the Act of 59 Geo. 
III. c. 12, 1 2 shall be charged or chargeable with, or 
be deemed to be or to have been subject or liable to, 
any stamp duty whatsoever.’ 

1 & 2 Viet. c. 56 (An Act for the more effectual 
relief of the destitute poor in Ireland), s. 96:— 

6 No advertisement inserted by or under the direc¬ 
tion of the Poor Law Commissioners in the London 
or Dublin Gazette, or any newspaper, for the pur¬ 
pose of carrying into effect any provisions of this 
Act, nor any charge, mortgage, bond, or instrument 
given by way of security in pursuance of the orders 
of the Commissioners, and conformable thereto, nor 
any transfer thereof, nor any contract or agreement 
made or entered into in pursuance of such orders, 
and conformable thereto, nor any conveyance, de¬ 
mise, or assignment respectively, to or by the Com¬ 
missioners, nor any receipt for rate, nor any other 
instrument made in pursuance of this Act, nor the 
appointment of any paid officer engaged in the 
administration of the laws for the relief of the poor, 


1 And Wales; see s. 75. 

2 An Act to amend the laws for the relief of the poor. 
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Subject 

Act and Exemption 

Post Office. 

or in the management or collection of the poor- 
rate, shall be charged or chargeable with any stamp 
duty whatever.’ 

28 & 29 Viet. c. 87 (‘The Post Office Extension 
Act, 1865’), s. 31:— 

4 No deed, bond, or other instrument which shall 
be made or executed by, to, or with Her Majesty’s 
Postmaster General or otherwise for any of the 
purposes of this Act shall be subject or liable to 
any stamp duty imposed by any Act now in force, 
nor to any stamp duty to be imposed by any future 
Act, unless such instruments be specially subjected 
and specifically charged therewith by any future 
Act.’ 

Ditto 

(Telegraphs). 

32 & 33 Viet. c. 73 ( 4 The Telegraph Act, 1869 ’), 1 
S. 22 

4 No deed or other instrument which shall be made 
or executed by, to, or with Her Majesty’s Postmaster 
General, or otherwise, for any of the purposes of 
44 The Telegraph Act, 1868,” or of this Act, shall be 
subject or liable to any stamp duty imposed by any 
Act now in force, nor to any stamp duty to be im¬ 
posed by any future Act, unless such instruments 
be specially subjected and specifically charged there¬ 
with by any future Act; and the 5th section of 
44 The Telegraph Act, 1868,” shall be read and shall 
operate as if the words 44 duly stamped ” had not 
been inserted therein.’ 

[Note. — The 5thsection of ‘ The Telegraph Act, 1868 ’ 
empowered telegraph companies to sell their under¬ 
takings to the Postmaster-General, and provided that the 


1 This Act and ‘The Telegraph Act, 1868’ (31 & 32 Viet. c. 110), 
arc by the 24th section of the Act declared to be ‘ Post Office Acts.’ 

t 2 
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Subject 

Act and Exemption 

Public 

Works 

(Loans.) 

execution by a Company under their common seal of a 
conveyance to the Postmaster-General, duly stamped, 
of their undertaking, should be sufficient to vest the 
same in the Postmaster-General, &c., &c.] 

3 G-eo. 4 c. 86 (An Act relating to the advance 
of money for carrying on Public Works, &c.), s. 52: 

‘No bond to His Majesty, or any heritable security 
or securities, nor any assignment of any heritable 
security or securities, nor any mortgage, surrender, 
assignment, or other instrument or assurance what¬ 
soever, taken or to be taken under the said recited 
Acts (57 Geo. III. c. 34, & c. 124; 1 Geo. IV. c. 60; 
& 1 & 2 Geo. IV. c. 111), or this Act, nor any cer¬ 
tificate, deed of extension, examination, affidavit, 
deposition, or receipt, nor any consent by any 
surety or sureties to any extension of time granted, 
or which may be granted by the said commissioners 
for the payment of any loan under the authority 
of the said recited Acts or this Act, nor any receipt 
or other written document whatsoever used for the 
purpose of carrying the provisions of the said 
recited Acts and this Act into execution, shall be 

Registration 
of Births &c. 
(Scotland.) 

liable to any stamp duty whatsoever ; anything in 
the said recited Acts or this Act, or the Acts for the 
enforcing or regulating stamp duties in Great 
Britain to the contrary in anywise notwithstanding. 

17 & 18 Viet. c. 80 (An Act to provide for the 
better registration of births, deaths, and marriages 
in Scotland), s. 16:— 

4 The appointments of the Registrar General, and 
Secretary, and of the several Registrars and Assis¬ 
tant Registrars under the Act, and the certified 
copies of registers, extracts, and certificates herein 
mentioned, shall be exempt from all stamp duties. 
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Subject 

Act and Exemption 

Ditto. 

18 Viet. c. 29 (An Act to make further provi¬ 
sion for the registration of births, deaths, and 
marriages in Scotland), s. 9 :— 

‘The appointments of the examiners, and the 
other clerks and officers to be appointed under this 
Act, shall, in like manner as the appointments 
mentioned in the 16th section of the 17 & 18 Viet. 

Savings 

Banks. 

c. 80 (see above), be exempt from all stamp duties.’ 

16 & 17 Viet. c. 45 (An Act to consolidate and 
amend the laws and to grant additional facilities 
in relation to the purchase of government annuities 
through the medium of Savings Banks), s. 29 :— 

‘ No stamp duty whatever shall be paid or payable 
upon or in respect of any copy of any register of 
birth or baptism or marriage or burial, or upon or 
in respect of any certificate or declaration to be 
made or taken in pursuance of this Act, or any 
certificate or other instrument whatsoever res¬ 

Ditto. 

pecting the payment of money for the purchase of 
any annuity or sum payable at death under this 
Act, or any power of attorney authorising the 
receipt or any receipt for the payment of any such 
annuity or any part thereof, or for the payment of 
any sum of money payable at death.’ 

26 & 27 Viet. c. 87 (An Act to consolidate and 
amend the laws relating to Savings Banks), s. 50 :— 

4 No power, warrant, or letter of attorney granted 
to or to be granted by any person or persons, or 
trustee or trustees of any Savings Bank as aforesaid, 
nor any power, warrant, or letter of attorney given 
by any depositor or depositors in the funds of any 
such Savings Bank to any other person or persons 
authorising him, her, or them to make any deposit 
or deposits of any sum or sums of money in the 







326 


APPENDIX I. 


Subject 

Act and Exemption 

Standards 
of Weights, 
Measures, 
and Coinage. 

said funds on behalf of the said depositor or depo- 
sitors, or to sign any document or instrument 
required by the rules or regulations of such Savings 
Bank to be signed on making such deposits, or to 
receive back any sum or sums of money deposited 
in the said funds, or the dividends or interest arising 
therefrom, nor any receipt nor any entry in any 
book of receipt for money deposited in the funds of 
any such Savings Bank, nor for any money received 
by any depositor, his or her executors or adminis¬ 
trators, assigns or attomies, from the funds of such 
Savings Bank, nor any draft or order, nor any 
appointment of any agent or agents, nor any certi¬ 
ficate or other instrument for the revocation of any 
such appointment, nor any surety bond, nor any 
submission to, or award, order, or determination of 
the said barrister, 1 nor any other instrument or 
document whatever required or authorised to be 
given, issued, signed, made, or produced in pur¬ 
suance of this Act, shall be subject or liable to or 
charged with any stamp duty or duties whatsoever. 

29 & 30 Viet. c. 82 (‘ The Standards of Weights, 
Measures, and Coinage Act, 1866’), s. 9 :— 

6 An indenture of verification of any standard, or 
any indorsement on any such indenture, shall not 

Stannary 

Court. 

be liable to stamp duty.’ 

18 Viet. c. 32 (An Act to amend and extend 
the jurisdiction of the Stannary Court), s. 26 [Re¬ 
gulation of Appeals]. The bond required under 
this section to be given by the appellant 6 shall not 
require to be stamped.’ 


1 The barrister appointed to certify the rules of Savings Banks ( vid. 
s. 46). 
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Subject 

Act and Exemption 

Taxes. 

Income-Tax. 

5 & 6 Viet. c. 35 (An Act for granting to Her 
Majesty duties on profits arising from property, 
professions, trades, and offices), s. 179 :— 

4 No receipt, certificate of payment, contract of 
composition, affidavit, appraisement, or valuation, 
made or given in pursuance and for the purposes 
of this Act, shall be liable to any stamp duty.’ 

Land-Tax. 

3 Greo. IV. c. 88 (An Act to amend the laws 
relating to the Land and Assessed Taxes, &c.), s. 2, 
No. III.: 4 Rules and regulations respecting the 
office of collector of Assessed Taxes.’ 5th rule:— 

Land-Tax 

Redemption. 

6 Every bond or other security to be given by the 
collector or collectors of the Land-Tax, to the re¬ 
spective Commissioners acting in the execution of 
the Act relating to the said tax, shall be free from 
any stamp duty whatever.’ 

42 Greo. III. c. 116 (An Act for consolidating 
the provisions of the several acts passed for the 
redemption and sale of the Land-Tax into one Act, 
and for making further provision for the redemp¬ 
tion and sale thereof, &c.), s. 173 :— 

4 No contract entered into for the redemption 
or purchase of any land-tax, nor any assignment 
of any such contract or land-tax, by virtue of 
the said recited Acts’ (the nine Acts recited in 
sec. 1 of the Act) 4 or this Act, nor any copy of the 
register thereof, nor any certificate or receipt 
which shall be given by virtue of the said re¬ 
cited Acts or of this Act, nor any transfer of 
any stock in the funds which shall be made by 
virtue of the said recited Acts or of this Act, 
to the Commissioners for the Reduction of the 
National Debt, nor any letter of attorney authorising 
any person or persons to transfer any such stock to 
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Subject 

Act and Exemption 

Land and 
Assessed 
Taxes. 

the said Commissioners, or to accept any such 
stock previously to and for the purpose of trans¬ 
ferring the same to them, nor any affidavits what¬ 
ever to be made in pursuance of the said recited 
Acts or of this Act, shall be liable to any stamp 
duty whatever.’ 

1 & 2 Will. IV. c. 18 (An Act for transferring 
the duties of Keceivers-General of the Land and 
Assessed Taxes to persons executing the offices of 
inspectors of taxes, &c.), s. 10 :— 

6 All bonds, contracts, agreements, bills, securi¬ 
ties, and receipts whatsoever to be entered into 
with or given by any officer for receipt, or by any 
receiver to be appointed, retained, or continued 
under this Act, or with or by any person or persons 
who shall undertake to remit the said rates and 

Tithe Com¬ 
mutation 
(England and 
Wales). 

duties aforesaid, and their respective sureties, shall 
be free from all stamp duties whatever.’ 

6 & 7 Will. IV. c. 71 (An Act for the com¬ 
mutation of tithes in England and Wales), s. 91:— 
c No advertisement inserted by direction of the 
Tithe Commissioners for England and Wales or 
any assistant Commissioner, or by any tithe-owner 
or land-owner, in the 6 London Gazette,’ or in any 

Tithes 

(England and 
Wales). 

newspaper, for the purpose of carrying into effect any 
provision of this Act, and no agreement, award, or 
power of attorney made or confirmed or used under 
this Act, shall be chargeable with any stamp duty.’ 

1 Viet. c. 69 (An Act to amend an Act for the com¬ 
mutation of tithes in England and Wales), s. 12:— 

6 No deed or declaration authorised by the said 


Act (6 & 7 Will. IV. c. 71) for the commutation, 
release, or merger of tithes, shall be chargeable 
with any stamp duty/ 








SPECIAL EXEMPTIONS. 


329 


Subject 


Act and Exemption 


Ditto 
(England 
and Wales). 


Trade, 
Board of. 


Woods and 
Forests. 


1 & 2 Viet. c. 64 (An Act to facilitate the 
merger of tithes in land), s. 2 : — 

4 No deed or declaration authorised by this Act 
for the merging of tithes shall be chargeable with 
any stamp duty.’ 

29 & 30 Viet. c. 62 ( 4 The Crown Lands Act, 
1866’), s. 10. 

By s. 7 of this Act the management of the fore¬ 
shore is transferred to the Board of Trade, who 
(under s. 8) are to have the powers previously exer¬ 
cised by the Commissioners of Woods with respect 
to the same, and by s. 10 certain provisions of the 
10 Geo. IV. c. 50 ( vid . post, sub tit. Woods 
and Forests), including section 77 of that Act, 
are- 4 to extend and apply, mutatis mutandis , 
to the Board of Trade, their deeds, acts, pro¬ 
ceedings, officers, and servants under this Act, 
as if those provisions were here repeated, with the 
substitution therein of the Board of Trade for the 
Commissioners of Woods, and of the Foreshore 
under the management of the Board of Trade for 
the Possessions and Land Revenues of the Crown 
to which that Act relates.’ 

10 Geo. IV. c. 50 (An Act to consolidate and 
amend the laws relating to the management and 
improvement of His Majesty’s Woods, Forests, 
Parks, and Chases, &c.), s. 77 :— 

4 No memorandum, contract, or agreement to be 
made or entered into by or with the Commissioners 
for the time being of His Majesty’s Woods, Forests, 
and Land Revenues, under the powers and provisions 
of this Act, for the sale, purchase, or exchange of 
any estates, manors, lordships, messuages, lands, 
tenements, rents, or hereditaments, or any term 
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Subject 

Act and Exemption 

Works, 
Board of. 

or interest therein, by the said Commissioners of 
His Majesty’s Woods, Forests, and Land Revenues; 
nor any deed, receipt, or other instrument which 
shall be given, granted, entered into, executed, or 
made, for the purpose of carrying into effect any 
sale, purchase, or exchange to be made by the 
said Commissioners of His Majesty’s Woods, 
Forests, and Land Revenues, under the powers and 
authorities of this Act, or which shall be incidental 
to or connected with any such purchase, sale, or 
exchange ; nor any grant by the said Commissioners 
under the authority of this Act; nor any lease, or 
contract or agreement for any lease or leases, nor 
any counterpart of any lease, to be entered into, 
made, executed, or granted under the powers and 
authorities of this Act; nor any appointment of 
officers to be made by the said Commissioners 
under the authority hereof; nor any certificate for 
any gamekeeper appointed or to be appointed under 
the authority of this Act; nor any bond to be 
given by or for any Receiver, as hereinafter men¬ 
tioned, or by or for any other officer or agent, from 
or for whom security may be required by the said 
Commissioners, shall be subject or liable to any ad 
valorem or other stamp duty whatsoever imposed 
by any Act or Acts now in force, nor to any ad 
valorem or other stamp duty to be imposed by any 
future Act or Acts, unless the same be specially 
subjected thereto in and by such future Act or Acts. 

The Acts of which a list is added below, contain 
a clause of exemption from stamp duty to the fol¬ 
lowing effect:— 

6 No deed, bond, or other instrument made or 
executed by, to, or with the Commissioners of Her 
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Act and Exemption 


Majesty’s Works and Public Buildings for any of the 
purposes of this Act, shall be subject to any stamp 
duty imposed by any Act now in force, nor to any 
stamp duty to be imposed by any future Act, un¬ 
less such instruments are specially charged there¬ 
with in such future Act.’ 

[Note. —In the exemption clause in the New General 
Post Office (Edinburgh) Act, 1858, and the Industrial 
Museum (Scotland) Act, 1860, the words 1 discharge, 
receipt ’ are inserted in the first line of the exemption 
between the word ‘ bond ’ and the word 4 or,’ and in 
the exemption clauses in the Acts (1), (2), (3), and 

(4), the words ‘ or otherwise ’ are inserted in the third 
line of the exemption before the word 4 for.’] 

(1) 21 & 22 Viet. c. 40, s. 21, 4 The New General Post 

Office (Edinburgh) 
Act, 1858.’ 

(2) 22 Viet. c. 19, s. 50 . . ‘ The Public Offices 

Extension Act, 1859.* 

(3) 22 & 23 Viet. c. 10, s. 48, 4 The Probate and other 

Courts and Registries 
(Site) Act, 1859.’ 

(4) 23 & 24 Viet. c. 117, s. 22, 4 The Industrial Mu¬ 

seum (Scotland) Act, 
I860.’ 

(5) 28 Viet. c. 31, s. 21 . . ‘ The Public Offices 

Act, 1865.’ 

(6) 28 Viet. c. 49, s. 24 . . ‘ The Courts of Jus¬ 

tice Concentration 
(Site) Act, 1865.’ 

(7) 29 Viet. c. 21, s. 23 . . ‘ The Public Offices 

(Site) Act, 1866.’ 

(8) 29 & 30 Viet. c. 83, s. 26, 4 The National Gallery 

Enlargement Act, 
1866.’ 

(9) 30 & 31 Viet. c. 40, s. 22, 4 The Houses of Par¬ 

liament Act, 1867.* 

(10) 30 & 31 Viet. c. 41, s. 19, 4 The National Gallery 

Enlargement Act, 
1867.’ 
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No. II. 

LIST OF INSTRUMENTS 

Charged with duty under the original Stamp Act for Eng¬ 
land and Wales (5 <Sf 6 W. fy M. c. 21), to which 
reference is made atp. 17. 


Grants or Letters Patent, or 
for Honours and Franchises 
Exemplifications thereof 
Pardons 
Reprieves 

Relaxations from Fines 
Grants of Money exceedingl 001. 
Grants of Office, above 501. 
per Annum 

Grants of Lands, or other Pro¬ 
fits not otherwise charged 
Presentations 
Donations 

Collations, the Benefice being 
of the yearly value of 10 1. 
Degrees in Universities, or 
Inns of Court 

Dispensations and Faculties 
Admittance of Physicians 
Admittance of Officers of Court 
Admittance of Advocates, 
Clerks, Attornies, Proctors, 
Notaries 

Appeals from Admiralty, 
Arches, Prerogative Courts 
of Canterbury or York 
Deeds enrolled 
Writs of Covenant 


Writs of Entry 
Exemplifications 
Decrees, or Dismissions in 
Equity 

Ecclesiastical Institutions and 
Licences 
Writs of Error 
Writs of Certiorari 
Writs of Habeas Corpus 
Writs of Appeal, except Dele¬ 
gates 

Writ of Significavit pro cor¬ 
poris Deliberatione 
Sentences in Courts of Admi¬ 
ralty 

Licences, and Certificates of 
Marriage 
Letters of Mart 
Probates of Wills and Admin¬ 
istrations for Estates above 

20 L 

Recognisances, Statute Staple, 
or Statute Merchant 
Entries thereof 
Records of Nisi Prius or Postea 
Judgments in Courts at West¬ 
minster 

Ecclesiastical Commissions 
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Warrants, Monitions, Personal 
Decrees in Admiralty Courts 

Beneficial Warrants, Sign Ma¬ 
nuals {except for Navy , Ar¬ 
my or Ordnance) 

Special Bails 

Depositions taken by Commis¬ 
sion, Interrogatories, Bills, 
Answers, Proceedings in 
Equity Courts 

Admissions into Corporations, 
Inns of Court 

Matriculations in the Univer¬ 
sities 

Affidavits {except as therein 
mentioned) 

Copies of such Affidavits 

Indentures, Leases, Deeds Poll 

Writs {except as therein men¬ 
tioned) 

Entries of Actions in inferior 
Courts 

Common Bails 

Appearances thereon 

Rules or Orders in Courts at 
Westminster 

Copies of such Rules or Orders 


Copies of Proceedings in the 
same Courts 

Citations, Monitions made in 
Ecclesiastical Courts, Libels, 
Allegations, Depositions, 
Answers, Sentences, Final 
Decrees, Inventories exhibi¬ 
ted in Ecclesiastical Courts, 
or in Admiralty Courts 
Copies of such Citation and 
Articles immediately before 
specified 
Charterparties 

Policiesof Assurance,Passports, 
Bonds, Releases, Contracts, 
Obligatory Instruments, 
Protests, Procurations, Let¬ 
ters of Attorney, Notarial 
Acts 

Pleadings in Courts of Law 
Copies of such Pleadings 
Depositions in Equity not 
taken by Commission 
Copies of the same 
Copies of Proceedings in 
Equity 

Copies of Wills 
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No. III. 

SEA INSURANCE. 

Form of Policy contained in Schedule (E) to the 30 Viet, 
c. 23. Referred to in the Special Regulations sub-tit. 
Policy of Sea Insurance,/?. 261. 

S.Gr. Be it known that 

-as well in own name, as for and 

£ in the name and names of all and every other 

person or persons to whom the same doth, may, 
Delivered the ] or shall appertain, in part or in all, doth make 
Day of assurance and cause 

1^6 • J and them and every of them, to be insured, lost 

No. or not lost, at and from 

upon any kind of goods and merchandises, and also upon 
the body, tackle, apparel, ordnance, munition, artillery, 
boat and other furniture, of and in the good ship or 
vessel called the whereof is 

master, under Grod for this present voyage, 

or whosoever else shall go for master in the said ship, or 
by whatsoever other name or names the same ship, or the 
master thereof, is or shall be named or called, beginning 
the adventure upon the said goods and merchandises 
from the loading thereof aboard the said ship 

upon the said ship, &c, 

and shall so continue and endure, during her abode there, 
upon the said ship, &c .; and further, until the said ship) 
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with all her ordnance, tackle, apparel, c&c., and goods 
and merchandises whatsoever, shall be arrived at 
upon the said ship, &c. 9 until she hath moored at anchor 
twenty-four hours in good safety, and upon the goods 
and merchandises until the same be there discharged and 
safely landed; and it shall be lawful for the said ship, <£<?., 
in this voyage to proceed and sail to and touch and stay 
at any ports or places whatsoever 

without prejudice to this insurance. The said ship, cfee., 
goods and merchandises, <&c., for so much as concerns the 
assured, by agreement between the assured and assurers 
in this policy, are and shall be valued at 

Touching the adventures and perils which we the 
assurers are contented to bear and do take upon us in this 
voyage, they are, of the seas, men-of-war, fire, enemies, 
pirates, rovers, thieves, jettisons, letters of mart and 
countermart, surprisals, takings at sea, arrests, restraints 
and detainments of all Kings, Princes, and People, of 
what nation, condition, or quality soever, barretry of the 
master and mariners, and of all other perils, losses, and 
misfortunes that have or shall come to the hurt, detri¬ 
ment, or damage of the said goods and merchandises and 
ship, <£c., or any part thereof; and in case of any loss or 
misfortune it shall be lawful to the assured, their factors, 
servants, and assigns, to sue, labour, and travel for, in, 
and about the defence, safeguard, and recovery of the 
said goods and merchandises and ship, <&c., or any part 
thereof, without prejudice to this insurance; to the 
charges whereof we, the assurers, will contribute each one 
according to the rate and quantity of his sum herein 
assured. And it is agreed by us, the insurers, that this 
writing or policy of assurance shall be of as much force 
and effect as the surest writing or policy of assurance 
heretofore made in Lombard Street, or in the Royal 
Exchange, or elsewhere in London. And so we the 
assurers are contented, and do hereby promise and bind 
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ourselves, each one for his own part, our heirs, executors, 
and goods, to the assured, their executors, administrators, 
and assigns, for the true performance of the premises, 
confessing ourselves paid the consideration due unto us 
for this assurance by the assured 
at and after the rate of 

In witness whereof, we the assurers have subscribed our 
names and sums assured in 

N.B.—Corn, fish, salt, fruit, flour, and seed are war¬ 
ranted free from average, unless general, or the ship be 
stranded; sugar, tobacco, hemp, flax, hides, and skins 
are warranted free from average under five pounds per 
cent.; and all other goods, also the ship and freight, are 
warranted free from average under three pounds per 
cent., unless general, or the ship be stranded. 
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No. IV. 

Instruments which by express provision are not to be stamped 
after they are executed or signed . 


Description of Instrument 

Act and Section 

Bill of Exchange 1 not to be stamped 
with an impressed stamp. 

Bill of Lading 

Policy of Sea Insurance 2 . 

Promissory Note 1 * * not to be stamped 
with an impressed stamp. 

Proxy to vote at a meeting 

Voting paper 

The Stamp Act, 1870, 
s. 53 (2). 

„ s. 56 (1). 

30 Viet. c. 23, s. 9. 

The Stamp Act, 1870, 
s. 53 (2). 

„ s. 102 (5). 


No. V. 

Instruments which by express provision are not to be stamped 
with an impressed stamp after a certain time after 
execution. 


Description 

Act and Section 

Time 

Charterparty 

Receipt 

6 The Stamp Act 
1870,’ s. 68. 

„ s. 122. 

One month. 

One month. 


1 Except where written on an impressed stamp of sufficient amount 
hut of improper denomination ; for which case provision is made by 
s. 53 (1) of the Act. 

2 Except in case of certain mutual insurances, and in case of policies 

made abroad. ( See 30 Viet. c. 23, s. 9 ; and 6 The Stamp Act, 1870,’ 

s. 117 (2.) 

Z 
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No. VI. 

Instruments which by express provision are not to be stamped 
after execution or signature except on payment of a 
penalty . 


Description of Instrument 

Act and Section 

Penalty 

Articles of Clerkship—at 

The Stamp 

10/. within a year. 

any time after the expira¬ 
tion of six months from 
the date thereof. 

Act 1870,’ s. 
43. 

10/. for every year 
or part of a year 
after date, be¬ 
tween 1 and 5 
years. 

50/. after 5 years. 

Bill of Exchange or Promis¬ 
sory Note on an impressed 
stamp of sufficient amount 
but of improper deno¬ 
mination. 

„ s. 53. 

40s. if the hill or 
note is not pay¬ 
able according 
to its tenor. 

10/. if the same 
be so payable. 

Charterparty (to he stamped 
with an impressed stamp). 

„ s. 68. 

4s. 6d. within 7 
days. 

10/. after 7 days 
and within 1 
month. 

Receipt (to be stamped with 
an impressed stamp). 

„ s. 122. 

51. within 14 days 
after given. 

10/. after 14 days 
and within 1 
month. 
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No. VII. 

Instruments which by express provision are allowed to be 
stamped within a limited time without penalty. 


Description of Instrument 

Act and Section 

Time 

Any Instrument which has 

‘ The Stamp 
Act 1870,’ s. 

Any time within 

been first executed at any 

2 months after 

place out of the United 
Kingdom. 

15 (2) (a). 

it has been first 
received in the 
United King¬ 
dom. 

Attested copies and extracts 
of— 

Any instrument chargeable 
with duty; 

Any original will or codicil; 

Any probate or probate 
copy of a will or codicil, or 
letters of administration. 

„ s. 79. 

14 days after the 
date of attesta¬ 
tion. 


[Note. —The Commissioners may, at any time, without reference to 
the date thereof, allow any foreign security to be stamped without 
penalty, upon being satisfied of certain particulars, see s. 115, on 
p. 257.] 
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No. VUX 

REGULATIONS OF THE COMMISSIONERS 

With reference to the penalty on stamping any unstamped or 
insufficiently stamped instrument within twelve months 
after the first execution of the instrument; in exercise of 
the power of remission given to them by s. 15 (2) (b) of 
‘ The Stamp Act , 1870/ 

As to Instruments Produced within Two Months after 
Execution. 

As a general rule the Commissioners remit the penalty on 
stamping, if the instrument is produced at any time within two 
calendar months after the date when it was first executed by any 
person. 

In dealing with these cases the Commissioners accept the date 
of the instrument, if plainly written, and not obviously an altera¬ 
tion, or written on an erasure, as the date when the instrument 
was first executed. 

In the case of an altered date, or one written on an erasure, 
unless there is an attestation clause confirmatory of the date as it 
stands, a statutory declaration 1 is required to substantiate it. 

As to Insruments Produced after Two Months have elapsed 
since Execution. 

All applications for remission or mitigation of penalties are to 
be made by memorial addressed to the Commissioners of Inland 
Revenue, supported by statutory declaration. 1 


Obs. When twelve calendar months have elapsed after the first 
execution of any instrument, the Commissioners have no statutory 
power to remit or mitigate the penalty on stamping. 

1 The declaration is exempted from duty. See Schedule of Duties, 
tit. Affidavit or Statutory Declaration, Exemption (2), p. 168. 
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No. IX. 

Instruments for which Adhesive Stamps are provided. 

1. Instruments for which adhesive stamps must be used. 


Description of Instrument 

Duty 

Act and. Section 

Bill of Exchange drawn out 
of the United Kingdom. 

Promissory Notes made out 
of the United Kingdom. 

Ad valorem 
duties. 

Ditto. 

‘ The Stamp Act, 
1870,’ s. 51 
(!)• 

?? 5? 


2. Instruments for which adhesive stamps may be used. 


Description of Instrument 

Duty 

Act and Section 

Agreement under hand 
only. 

6d. 

6 The Stamp Act, 
1870.’ s. 36. 

Bill of Exchange payable 
on demand. 

Id. 

„ s. 50. 

Charterparty 

6d. 

„ s. 66. 

Contract Note . 

Id. 

„ s. 69. 

Copy or Extract from any 
register of births, bap¬ 
tisms, marriages, deaths, 
or burials. 

Id. 

„ s. 80. 

Delivery Order . 

Id. 

„ s. 89. 

Dock Warrant — (Warrant 
for Goods.) 

3 d. 

„ s. 89. 

Draft — (Bill of Exchange 
payable on demand.) 

Id. 

„ s. 50. 

Duplicate or Counterpart of 
any Lease for which an 
adhesive stamp may be 
used. 

Id. and 2s. 6cZ. 

„ s. 99. 
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Description of Instrument 

Duty 

Act and Section 

Lease for any definite term 
less than a year of— 

(1) Any dwelling-house 

Id. 

„ s. 99. 

or tenement, or any part 
of any dwelling-house or 
tenement, at a rent not 
exceeding the rate of 101. 
per annum. 

(2) Any furnished dwell- 

2 s. 6d. 

„ s. 99. 

ing-house or apartments. 
Notarial Act 

Is. 

„ s. 116. 

Policy of Life Insurance 

Different rates. 

„ s. 119. 

Policy of insurance against 

Id. 

„ s. 119. 

accidental death or in¬ 
jury, or by way of in¬ 
demnity against loss or 
damage to property. 


„ s. 116, 

Protest by a notary on a 

Is. 

Bill of Exchange or Pro¬ 
missory Note. 

Proxy to vote at a meeting. 

Id. 

„ s. 102(2). 

Receipt .... 

Id. 

„ s. 121. 

Transfer of share in a Cost 

6d. 

„ s. 128(1). 

Book Mine (request or 
authority to register 
transfer). 

Voting Paper 

Id. 

„ s.102(2). 

Warrant for Goods 

3 d. 

„ s. 89. 

Writ of resignation, confir¬ 

5s. 

31 & 32 Vic. c. 

mation, clare constat, or 


101, s. 116. 

investiture, under 31 & 
32 Viet. c. 101. 




For the general regulations regarding the cancellation of adhe¬ 
sive stamps, and the penalties for frauds in relation to such 
stamps, see p. 153. 







X. DISCOUNT ON PURCHASE OF STAMPS. 


343 


No. X. 

DISCOUNT ALLOWED ON THE PURCHASE OF STAMPS 

By direction of the Commissioners of the Treasury, in 
pursuance of the 13 tli section of 1 2 * 4 The Stamp Duties 
Management Act, 1870.’ 

1. At the Inland Revenue Office at Somerset House, and at the 

Head Offices in Edinburgh and Dublin— 

On a payment for stamps under 10£. each, amounting to 
30£. or more . . . Is. 6d. for every 51. 

On a payment for Bill or Promissory Note stamps not 
exceeding Is. each, and Id. Inland Revenue stamps 
amounting to 21. or more . . 10cL in the £. 

2. At the offices of Distributors and Sub-distributors of stamps— 

On a payment for Bill or Promissory Note stamps under 

Is., and Id. Inland Revenue stamps amounting to 
1 1. or more .... IOcL in the £. 
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No. XI. 

INSTRUMENTS 

For which a Stamp is specially Appropriated. 

1. An Impressed Stamp. 

1. Bill of Exchange and Promissory Note drawn or made in the 

United Kingdom, payable otherwise than on demand. 

2. Bill of Lading. 

3. Certificate of registration of a design. 

4. Scrip. 

2. An Adhesive Stamp. 

1. Bill of Exchange and Promissory Note drawn or made out of 

the United Kingdom, payable otherwise than on demand. 

2. Policy of Life Assurance. 


No. XII. 

ALLOWANCE FOR SPOILED STAMPS. 

The hours of attendance for the allowance of spoiled stamps at 
Somerset House are from twelve till two o’clock on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, and from ten till twelve o’clock on Saturdays. Affi¬ 
davits sworn in the country cannot be received during the above 
hours. 

The hours of attendance at 1 and 2 Great Winchester Street 
Buildings, for the allowance of Sea Policy stamps and spoiled 
stamps in general, are from eleven till two o’clock every day, 
except Saturday. 
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No. XIII. 


COURTS AND OFFICES 

In which Stamps are used to denote payment of fees. 


Title of Court. 
Admiralty, E. 
Bankruptcy, E. 
Chancery, E. j 
Admiralty, I. 

Chancery, I. 

Common Law 
Courts. 

Probate, E. 


Probate, I. 


Petty Sessions, I. 


Land Eegistry, 
E. 

Public Depart¬ 
ments and 
Offices. 


Courts. 

Act and Section. 

32 & 33 Yict. c. 91 (‘The Courts of Justice 
(Salaries and Funds) Act, 1869’), ss. 19 to 23, 
both inclusive. 

30 & 31 Viet. c. 114 (‘ The Court of Admiralty 
(Ireland) Act, 1867 ’), Part 6. 

30 & 31 Viet. c. 44 (‘The Chancery (Ireland) 
Act, 1867 ’), Part 4. 

28 Viet. c. 45 (‘ The Common Law Courts (Fees) 
Act, 1865’) and 29 & 30 Viet. 101 (‘ The Com¬ 
mon Law Courts (Fees and Salaries) Act, 1866 ’). 
20 & 21 Viet. c. 77 (An Act to amend the law 
relating to Probates and Letters of Administra¬ 
tion in England), ss. 97 to 100, both inclusive; 
and see 23 & 24 Viet. c. Ill, s. 23. 

20 & 21 Viet. c. 79 (An Act to amend the law 
i elating to Probates and Letters of Administra¬ 
tion in Ireland), ss. 104 to 107, both inclusive ; 
and see 23 & 24 Viet. c. Ill, s. 23. 

21 & 22 Viet. c. 100 (‘The Petty Sessions Clerk 
(Ireland) Act, 1858’), ss. 14, 15, 16, 17,18, 19, 
20, &c. 

Offices. 

20 & 26 Viet. c. 53 (An Act to facilitate the 
proof of title to, and the conveyance of, real 
estates), ss. 129 and 130. 

29 & 30 Viet. c. 76 (‘The Public Offices (Fees) 
Act, 1866.)’ 
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Record of 
Title, I. 
Registry of 
Deeds Office, 

I. 


29 & 29 Viet. c. 88 (‘The Record of Title Act 
(Ireland), 1865 ’), s. 68 et. seq. 

27 & 28 Viet. c. 76 (An Act to make valid defec¬ 
tive registration of deeds in certain cases, and to 
substitute stamps in lieu of the fees now payable 
in proceedings in the Registrar of Deeds Office 
in Ireland), ss. 3 to 7, both inclusive. 


No. XIV. 

THE INLAND REVENUE REPEAL ACT, 1870. 

33 fy 34 Viet. c. 99. 

An Act for the repeal of certain Enactments relating to the 
Inland Revenue. [10th August 1870.] 

Whereas it is expedient that the enactments described in the 
schedule to this Act should be repealed to the extent and in 
manner hereinafter appearing: 

Be it therefore enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, 
and by the authority of the same, as follows : 

Short Title and Commencement of Act . 

1. This Act may be cited as 4 The Inland Revenue Repeal Act, 
1870,’ and shall come into operation on the first day of January 
one thousand eight hundred and seventy-one. 

Enactments in Schedule Repealed. 

The enactments described in the schedule to this Act are 
hereby repealed, subject to the exceptions in the said schedule 
mentioned : Provided that this repeal shall not affect the past 
operation of any enactment hereby repealed, or the sufficiency or 
insufficiency of the stamp duty upon any instrument executed or 
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signed, or the validity or invalidity of anything done or suffered 
before the said first day of January one thousand eight hundred 
and seventy-one ; nor shall this repeal interfere with the institu¬ 
tion or prosecution of any proceeding in respect of any offence 
committed, or any penalty or forfeiture incurred against or under 
any enactment hereby repealed. 

Interpretation of 4 the whole Act.’ 

3 - The expression 4 the whole Act,’ when used in the said 
schedule with reference to any Act which has been already in part 
repealed, means the whole Act so far as it has not been repealed. 


SCHEDULE. 


Enactments repealed. 


Session and Chapter 

Title or Abbreviated Title 

Extent of Repeal 

5&6W.&M. c. 21 

An Act for granting to their 
Majesties several duties, 
&c. 

The whole Act. 

6 & 7 W. & M. c. 6 

An Act for granting to His 
Majesty certain rates, &c. 

The whole Act. 

G&7 W.&M. c. 12 

An Act for explaining and 
regulating certain doubts, 
&c. 

The whole Act. 

7 & 8 Will. 3. c. 35 

An Act for the enforcing 
the laws which restrain 
marriage, &c. 

The whole Act. 

9 Will. 3. c. 25 

An Act for granting to His 
Majesty, His heirs and 
successors, further duties, 
&c. 

The whole Act. 

1 Ann. st. 2, c. 19 . 

An Act for preventing 
frauds in Her Majesty’s 
duties, &c. 

The whole Act. 

8 Ann. c. 5 

An Act for laying certain 
duties upon candles, &c. 

The whole Act. 

9 Ann. c. 15 . 

An Act for making good 
deficienccs, &c. 

The whole Act. 
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Session and Chapter 


Title or Abbreviated Title 


Extent of Repeal 


9 Ann. c. 16 . 


An Act for licensing and re¬ 
gulating hackney coaches, 
&c. 


The whole Act. 


10 Ann. c. 18 . 
10 Ann. c. 19. 
13 Ann. c. 18 . 

6 Geo. 1, c. 21 
18 Geo. 2, c. 22 

20 Geo. 2, c. 45 
30 Geo. 2, c. 19 


An Act for laying several 
duties, &c. 

An Act for laying additional 
duties, &c. 

An Act for laying additional 
duties, &c. 

An Act for preventing frauds 
and abuses, &c. 

An Act for t granting to 
His Majesty the sum of 
800,000Z., &c. 

An Act to continue several 
laws, &c. 

An Act for granting to His 
Majesty several rates, &c. 


The whole Act, except 
section 198. 

The whole Act. 

The whole Act. 

The whole Act. 

The whole Act. 


The whole Act. 

Sections from 1 to 27, 
both inclusive, and 
74 and 75. 


2 Geo. 3, c. 36 
5 Geo. 3, c. 35 

5 Geo. 3, c. 46 

6 Geo. 3, c. 40 

7 Geo. 3, c. 44 

8 Geo. 3, c. 25 
12 Geo. 3, c. 48 

16 Geo. 3, c. 34 

17 Geo. 3, c. 50 
25 Geo. 3, c. 80 


An Act for better securing, 
&c. 

An Act for granting to His 
Majesty certain duties, &c. 

An Act for altering the 
stamp duties, &c. 

An Act for explaining and 
amending, &c. 

An Act for altering the 
stamp duties on policies 
of assurance, &c. 

An Act for reducing the 
duties on foul salt, &c. 

An Act for the more effec¬ 
tual preventing of frauds, 
&c. 

An Act for granting to His 
Majesty several duties, &c. 

An Act for granting to His 
Majesty certain duties, &c. 

An Act for granting to His 
Majesty certain duties, &c. 


The whole Act. 

The whole Act. 

The whole Act. 

The whole Act. 

The whole Act. 

The whole Act. 

The whole Act. 

Sections from 1 to 16, 
both inclusive. 

The whole Act. 

The whole Act. 
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Session and Chapter 

Title or Abbreviated Title 

Extent of Repeal 

26 Geo. 3, c. 48 

An Act for granting to His 
Majesty certain duties, &c. 

The whole Act. 

26 Geo. 3, c. 82 . 

An Act for tlie more effec¬ 
tually carrying into exe¬ 
cution, &c. 

The whole Act. 

27 Geo. 3, c. 13 

An Act for repealing tlie 
several duties of customs 
and excise, &c. 

Sections 41 to 46, both 
inclusive. 

31 Geo. 3, c. 25 . 

An Act for repealing the 
duties now charged on 
bills of exchange, &c. 

The whole Act. 

34 Geo. 3, c. 14 . 

An Act for granting to His 
Majesty certain stamp 
duties, &c. 

The whole Act. 

35 Geo. 3, o. 55 . 

An Act for granting to His 
Majesty certain additional 
duties on receipts. 

The whole Act. 

37 Geo. 3, c. 19 . 

An Act for the more effec¬ 
tually securing the stamp 
duties, &c. 

The whole Act. 

37 Geo. 3, c. 90 . 

An Act for granting to His 
Majesty certain stamp du¬ 
ties, &c. 

The whole Act. 

37 Geo. 3, o. 136 . 

An Act to enable the Com¬ 
missioners of Stamp Du¬ 
ties, &c. 

The whole Act. 

38 Geo. 3, c. 56 . 

An Act for repealing so 
much of an Act, &c. 

The whole Act. 

38 Geo. 3, c. 85 

An Act for explaining and 
amending certain Acts, 
Ac. 

The whole Act. 

39 Geo. 3, c. 92 

An Act for altering the 
period, &c. 

The whole Act. 

39 Geo. 3, c. 107 . 

An Act for granting to His 
Majesty certain stamp 
duties, &c. 

The whole Act. 

39 & 40 Geo. 3.c. 72 

An Act to amend several 
laws, &c. 

The whole Act, except 
section 16. 

39 & 40 Geo. 3, c. 84 

An Act to render valid, &c. 

The whole Act. 

42 Geo. 3, c. 99 . 

An Act for allowing the 

The whole Act. 
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Session and Chapter 

43 Geo. 3, c. 126 

43 Geo. 3, c. 127 

44 Geo. 3, c. 59 

44 Geo. 3, c. 98 

46 Geo. 3, c. 43 
48 Geo. 3, c. 149 

50 Geo. 3, c. 35 

53 Geo. 3, c. 108 

54 Geo. 3, c. 144 

55 Geo. 3, c. 100. 

55 Geo. 3, c. 101 
55 Geo. 3, c. 184 


Title or Abbreviated Title 


stamping certain deeds, 
&c. 

An Act for granting to His 
Majesty certain duties on 
receipts. 

An Act for consolidating 
the duties, &c. 

An Act to indemnify solici¬ 
tors, attorneys, and others, 
&c. 

An Act to repeal the seve¬ 
ral duties, &c. 


An Act for granting to His 
Majesty certain stamp 
duties, &c. 

An Act for repealing the 
stamp duties, &c. 

An Act for altering the 
mode of collecting, &c. 

An Act for altering, ex¬ 
plaining, and amending, 
&c. 

An Act for better securing, 
&c. 

An Act to provide for the 
collection and manage¬ 
ment, &c. 

An Act to regulate the col¬ 
lection of stamp duties, 
&c. 

An Act for repealing the 
stamp duties on deeds, 
&c. 


Extent of Repeal 


The whole Act. 


The whole Act. 
Sections 1 and 2. 


The whole Act, except 
so far as it relates to 
the duties on medi¬ 
cines and on licences 
forvending the same. 

The whole Act, except 
sections 4, 5, 6, and 
7. 

Sections 1 to 34, both 
inclusive, and 45, 
48, and 49. 

The whole Act. 

The whole Act. 


The whole Act. 

The whole Act, except 
sections 19 & 20. 

The whole Act, 


Sections 1, 3 to 20, both 
inclusive, 29, 30, and 
31 ; section 2, except 
so far as it relates to 
the duties contained 
in the 3rd part of the 
Schedule and to u- 
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Session and Chapter 

Title or Abbreviated Title 

Extent of Eepeal 



cences to bankers 
and pawnbrokers. 
Part 1 of the Sche¬ 
dule, except so far as 
it relates to licences 
to bankers and pawn¬ 
brokers ; and Part 2 
of the Schedule. 

55 Geo. 3, c. 185 . 

An Act for repealing the 
Stamp Office duties on 
advertisements, &c. 

The whole Act, except 
so far as it relates 
to the duties on plate. 

56 Geo. 3, c. 56 

An Act to repeal the several 
stamp duties in Ireland, 
&c. 

The whole Act, except 
sections 115 to 131, 
both inclusive. 

1 & 2 Geo. 4, c. 55. 

An Act to remove doubts, 
&c. 

The whole Act. 

3 Geo. 4, c. 117 . 

An Act to reduce the stamp 
duties on re-conveyances 
of mortgages, &c. 

The whole Act. 

5 Geo. 4, c. 41 

An Act to repeal certain 
duties on law proceedings, 
&c. 

The whole Act. 

6 Geo. 4, c. 41 

An Act to repeal the stamp 
duties payable in Great 
Britain and Ireland, &c. 

The whole Act. 

7 Geo. 4, c. 44 

An Act to allow, &c. . 

The whole Act. 

9 Geo. 4, c. 27 

An Act to repeal the allow¬ 
ances made to stationers, 
&c. 

The whole Act. 

9 Geo. 4, c. 49 

An Act to amend the laws 
in force relating to the 
stamp duties on sea in¬ 
surances, &c. 

The whole Act, except 
so much of section 12 
as relates to licences 
to pawnbrokers. 

2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 91 

An Act to explain doubts, 
&c. 

The whole Act. 

3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 23 

An Act to reduce the stamp 
duties on advertisements, 
&c. 

The whole Act. 

3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 97 

An Act to prevent the selling 
and uttering of forged 
stamps, &c. 

The whole A ct, except 
sections 20 and 21. 
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Session and Chapter 

Title or Abbreviated Title 

Extent of Repeal 

4 & 5 wm. 4, c. 57 

An Act to repeal the stamp 
duties on almanacks, &c. 

The whole Act. 

5 & 6 WiU. 4, c. 64 

An Act to alter certain du¬ 
ties, &c. 

Sections 1, 2, and 7. 

6 & 7 WiU. 4, c. 76 

An Act to reduce the duties 
on newspapers, &c. 

The whole Act. 

1 & 2 Yict. c. 85 . 

An Act to authorise the 
using, &c. 

The whole Act. 

3 & 4 Viet. c. 79 . 

An Act to amend the law 
relating to the admission, 
&c. 

The whole Act. 

4 & 5 Viet. c. 34 . 

An Act to explain and amend 
an Act, &c. 

The whole Act. 

5 & 6 Viet. c. 79 . 

An Act to repeal the duties 
payable on stage carriages, 
&c. 

Sections 3, 21, and 22, 
and so much of the 
Schedule as relates 
to the stamp duties 
on instruments, &c. 
thereby granted. 

5 & 6 Viet. c. 82 

An Act to assimilate the 
stamp duties in Great 
Britain and Ireland, &c. 

The whole Act, except 
so far as it relates 
to— 

(1) Duties contained 
in the 3rd part of 
the Schedule to 55 
Geo. 3, c. 184. 

(2) Licences to bank¬ 
ers, pawnbrokers, 
and appraisers. 

(3) Composition for^ 
duties on bankers 
notes. 

(4) Duties on, and 
licences to deal iu, 
plate. 

6 & 7 Viet. c. 72 . 

An Act to impose certain 
stamp duties, &c. 

The whole Act. 

7 & 8 Viet. c. 21 . 

An Act to reduce the stamp 
duties on policies of sea 
insurance, &c. 

The whole Act. 

8 & 9 Viet. c. 76 . 

An Act to increase the stamp 

Sections 2 and 3. 
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Session and Chapter 

Title or Abbreviated Title 

Extent of Repeal 


duty on licences to apprai¬ 
sers, &c. 


12 & 13 Viet. c. 80 

An Act to repeal tlie allow¬ 
ances on the purchase of 
stamps, &c. 

The whole Act, except 
so much of section 

2 as relates to the 
allowance for receiv¬ 
ing duty on plate. 

13 & 14 Viet. c. 97 

An Act to repeal certain 
stamp duties, &c. 

The whole Act, except 
section 8, so far as it 
relates to money re¬ 
ceived as and for 
the duty upon or in 
respect of any legacy 
or residue. 

16 & 17 Viet. c. 59 

An Act to repeal certain 
stamp duties, &c. 

The whole Act, except 
sections 8, 17, 19, 
and 20, and also 
section 20, so far as 
it continues or per¬ 
petuates any enact¬ 
ment hereby re¬ 
pealed. 

16 & 17 Viet. c. 63 

An Act to repeal certain 
stamp duties, &c. 

The whole Act, except 
section 7. 

16 & 17 Viet. c. 71 

An Act to amend the law 
relating to the stamp du¬ 
ties on newspapers. 

The whole Act. 

17 & 18 Viet. c. 83 

An Act to amend the laws 
relating to the stamp du¬ 
ties. 

The whole Act, except 
sections 11, 12, and 
20. 

17 & 18 Viet. c. 125 

An Act for the further a- 
mendment of the process, 
practice, and mode of plea¬ 
ding, &c. 

Sections 28 and 29. 

18 & 19 Viet. c. 27 

An Act to amend the law re¬ 
lating to the stamp duties 
on newspapers, &c. 

The whole Act, 

18 & 19 Viet. c. 78 

An Act to reduce certain 
duties, Ac. 

Section 5. 

19 & 20 Viet. c. 22 

An Act to amend the laws 
relating to the duties On 
fire insurances. 

A A 

The whole Act. 
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Session and Chapter 

Title or Abbreviated Title 

Extent of Repeal 

19 & 20 Viet. c. 81 

An Act to reduce the stamp 
duties on certain instru¬ 
ments of proxy, &c. 

The whole Act. 

19 & 20 Viet. c. 102 

An Act to further amend 
the procedure in and to 
enlarge the jurisdiction of 
the superior courts of 
common law in Ireland. 

Sections 34 and 35. 

21 & 22 Yict. c. 20 

An Act for granting a stamp 
duty on certain drafts, &c. 

The whole Act. 

21 & 22 Yict. c. 24 

An Act to reduce the stamp 
duties on passports. 

The whole Act. 

23 & 24 Yict. c. 15 

An Act for granting to Her 
Majesty certain duties of 
stamps. 

The whole Act, except 
sections 4, 5, and 6. 

23 & 24 Yict. c. Ill 

An Act for granting to Her 
Majesty certain duties of 
stamps, &c. 

Sections 1 to 18, both 
inclusive, and the 
Schedule. 

24 & 25 Yict. c. 21 

An Act for granting to Her 
Majesty certain duties of 
excise and stamps. 

Sections 14 and 15, and 
so much of Schedule 
(E.)as relates to the 
duties on bills of ex¬ 
change and on leases 
or tacks, and the 
duplicates or coun¬ 
terparts thereof. 

24 & 25 Yict. c. 50 

An Act for facilitating the 
transfer of mortgages and 
bonds, &c. 

The whole Act. 

24 & 25 Yict. c. 91 

An Act to amend the laws 
relating to the Inland 
Revenue. 

Sections 25, 26,27, 28, 
30, 31, 32, 33, and 
34. 

25 & 26 Yict. c. 22 

An Act to continue certain 
duties, &c. 

Section 38, and so 
much of Schedule 
(C.) as relates to 
the stamp duty on 
foreign bonds or 
securities. 

27 & 28 Yict. c. 18 

An Act to grant certain 
duties of Customs and In¬ 
land Revenue. 

Sections 11, 12, 13» 
and 14, and Sche¬ 
dule (C.). 
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Session and Chapter 

Title or Abbreviated Title 

Extent of Repeal 

27 & 28 Viet. c. 56 

An Act for granting to Her 
Majesty certain stamp du¬ 
ties, &c. 

Sections 2, 3, 16, and 
17. 

27 & 28 Viet. c. 90 

An Act to amend an Act of 
the present session, chap¬ 
ter 18, &c. 

The whole Act. 

28 & 29 Viet. c. 96 

An Act to amend the laws 
relating to the Inland 
Revenue. 

Sections 1 to 7, both 
inclusive, 10 to 17, 
both inclusive, 19 
to 22, both inclusive, 
and 30. 

29 & 30 Viet. c. 64 

An Act to amend the laws 
relating to the Inland Re¬ 
venue. 

Section 16. 

30 & 31 Viet. c. 90 

An Act to alter certain du¬ 
ties, &c. 

Sections 20 to 24, both 
inclusive. 

30 & 31 Viet. c. 96 

An Act to facilitate the re¬ 
covery of certain debts, 
&c. 

Section 23. 

31 & 32 Viet. c. 100 

An Act to amend the juoce- 
dure in the Court of Ses¬ 
sion, &c. 

Section 41, except so 
far as it relates to 
the deliverance of 
the judge, and sec¬ 
tion 42. 

31 & 32 Viet. c. 124 

An Act to amend the laws 
relating to the Inland Re¬ 
venue. 

Sections 10, 11, 12. 


A A 2 
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No. XV. 

CERTIFICATES OF ATTORNEYS AND OTHERS. 


DUTIES. 

£ $. d. 

CERTIFICATE to be taken out yearly— 

(1) By every person admitted or inrolled in 

England or Ireland as an attorney, solicitor, 
proctor, or notary public. 

(2) By every person admitted or inrolled in Scotland 

as a writer to the signet, solicitor, agent, 
attorney, procurator, or notary public. 

(3) By every other legally qualified person who 

carries on business in England or Ireland as 
a conveyancer, special pleader, or draftsman 
in equity, and is obliged by law to take out 
such a certificate. 


If such person practises or 

If he has been 
admitted or 
inrolled, or 

i If he has not 
been so long 
admitted or 

has carried on 

inrolled, or 

carries on his business 

business, for 
three years or 
upwards. 

has not so long 
carried on 
business. 

In England, within ten miles from the" 
General Post Office in the city of 
London .... 

£ s. d. 

£ s. d. 

In Scotland, within the city or shire of • 
Edinburgh .... 

In Ireland, in the city of Dublin, or 
within three miles therefrom. 

9 0 0 

4 10 0 

In England, Scotland, or Ireland, | 
beyond the above-mentioned limits . J 
And see sections 59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 
and 64. 

6 0 0 

3 0 0 
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SPECIAL REGULATIONS. 

Penalty for practising without a certificate , or not making true 
statement on application for certificate . 

59. (1) Every person who in any part of the United Kingdom— 

(a) Directly or indirectly acts or practises in any court as an 

attorney, solicitor, proctor, writer to the signet, agent, 
or procurator, or as a notary public, without having in 
force at the time a duly stamped certificate according to 
the provisions hereinafter contained and referred to ; 

( b ) On applying for any such certificate does not truly specify 

the facts and circumstances upon which the amount of 
duty chargeable upon his certificate depends: 
shall forfeit the sum of fifty pounds, and shall be incapable of 
maintaining any action or suit for the recovery of any fee, reward, 
or disbursement on account of or in relation to any act or pro¬ 
ceeding done or taken by him in any such capacity. 

(2) Any person in whose name, either alone or together with 
any other person, any proceeding is taken in any court, shall, 
unless the proceeding is set aside by the court as irregular, or 
unless the contrary is otherwise satisfactorily proved, be deemed 
to have acted in such proceeding. 

Penalty on unqualified persons preparing instruments. 

60. Every person who (not being a serjeant-at-law, barrister, 
or a duly certificated attorney, solicitor, proctor, notary public, 
writer to the signet, agent, procurator, conveyancer, special 
pleader, or draftsman in equity) either directly or indirectly, for 
or in expectation of any fee, gain, or reward, draws or prepares 
any instrument relating to real or personal estate, or any 
proceedings in law or equity, shall forfeit the sum of fifty pounds. 
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Proviso. 

Provided as follows :— 

(1) This section does not extend to— 

(a) Any public officer drawing or preparing instruments in 
the course of his duty ; 

( b) Any person employed merely to engross any instrument 

or proceedings. 

(2) The term 6 instrument ’ in this section does not include— 

(a) Wills or other testamentary instruments; 

(b) Agreements under hand only; 

(c) Letters or powers of attorney; 

(cl) Transfers of stock containing no trust or limitation 
thereof. 


One certificate only in England , Scotland , or Ireland . 

61 . It shall not be necessary for any person to take out in 
England, Scotland, or Ireland more than one certificate for any 
one year. 

Certificates of attorneys and others in England and Ireland to 
be taken out and stamped according to the provisions of Acts 
relating thereto. 

6&. The certificates of attorneys, solicitors, and proctors in 
England and Ireland are to be applied for, taken out, issued, 
dated, and stamped,— 

(1) In England, in accordance with the provisions in that behalf 
of an Act of the sixth and seventh years of Her Ma¬ 
jesty, intituled 6 An Act for consolidating and amending 
6 several of the laws relating to attorneys and solicitors, 
and of an Act of the twenty-third and twenty-fourth 
years of Her Majesty, intituled 6 An Act to amend the 
6 laws relating to attorneys and solicitors and certificated 
6 conveyancers.’ 
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(2) In Ireland, in accordance with the provisions in that behalf 
of 4 The Attorneys and Solicitors Act, Ireland, 1866.’ 

Other certificates how to be taken out ancl stamped . 

63 . Every person required to take out a certificate to authorize 
him to practise,— 

(1) In Scotland, as a writer to the signet, solicitor, agent, or 

procurator; 

(2) In England or Ireland, as a conveyancer, special pleader, or 

draftsman in equity; 

(3) In any part of the United Kiugdom, as a notary public ; 
shall yearly and every year, before he does any act in any of the 
aforesaid capacities, deliver to the Commissioners, or to their 
proper officer, in such manner and form as they shall direct, a note 
in writing stating his full name and the place where he carries on 
his business, and thereupon, and upon payment of the proper 
duty, shall be entitled to such certificate, which is to be duly 
stamped and issued to him by the Commissioners. 

Certain certificates to be dated and to expire as in this section 
mentioned . 

The certificates in this section specified are to be dated 
and to expire at the times hereinafter in that behalf mentioned; 
that is to say, 

(1) The certificates of writers to the signet, solicitors, agents, 

attorneys, procurators, and notaries public in Scotland, 
and of conveyancers, special pleaders, and draftsmen in 
equity in England, are to be dated, if taken out between 
the thirty-first of October and the first of December, on 
the first of November, and if taken out at any other 
time, on the day on which they are issued, and are in 
all cases to expire on the thirty-first of October next 
after their date. 

(2) The certificates of notaries public in England are to be 

dated, if taken out between the fifteenth of November 
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SPECIAL REGULATIONS. 

and the sixteenth of December, on the sixteenth of 
November, and if taken out at any other time, on the 
day on which they are issued, and are in all cases to 
expire on the fifteenth of November next after their 
date. 

(3) The certificates of conveyancers, special pleaders, draftsmen 
in equity, and notaries public in Ireland, are to be 
dated on the day on which they are issued, and are to 
expire, as to the certificates of notaries public, on the 
twenty-fifth day of March next after their date, and in 
all other cases on the sixth day of January next after 
their date. 




INDEX. 
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[The reader is also referred to the full analytical Table of Contents 
prefixed , and , in regard to existing duties , to the Alphabetical 
Schedule of instruments charged , where the special regu¬ 
lations applicable to each head of duty are printed or 
referred to on the opposite page.~\ 

A. 

ABROAD (instruments executed), 

liable to duty if relating to property &c. in the United Kingdom, 
116, 155, 156 

provisions as to stamping, 154 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT of deposit of money, not liable to duty as an 
agreement, 170 

ACTS OF PARLIAMENT relating to stamps, list of, 144 

ADHESIVE STAMPS, 

introduced for receipts, 115 

afterwards for other instruments, 115 

for foreign Notes, 74 

general provisions relating to, 153 

prohibition against defacement of, 301 

list of instruments for which they are provided, 341 

ADMINISTRATION (Letters of). See Probate. 

ADMISSIONS, 

present duties on, 160-167 
to Offices. See Grants of office. 

to freedom of City of London by redemption, duties repealed, 71 
to degrees in the Universities, duties repealed, 71 

ADJUDICATION STAMP, 
history of, 112, 114 
fee for obtaining, abolished, 96, 114 
present law relating to, 150 



362 


INDEX. 


AD VALOREM DUTIES, 
introduced for mortgages, 43 
and for transfers of stock and shares, 43 
extended to conveyances of real property, &c., in 1808, 45 
and to settlements, in 1815, 49 
special provisions for securing, 156 
ADVERTISEMENTS, tax on, 9 
AFFIDAVITS, 

additional duties imposed in 1795, 40 
duties extended to declarations, 75 
under stamp acts, how to be made, 158, 302 
present duties on, 168 
AGREEMENTS, 

commencement of duties on, 23 
reduction of duty for short documents, 61 
reduction of duties in 1850, 64 
duties further reduced in 1860, 73 
present duties on, 170, 171 

under Lord Tenterden’s Act, exemption relating to, 305 
AGREEMENT FOR LEASE, 
lease duties extended to, 74 

of house for a term less than a year, duties on, reduced, 77 
present duties on, 170, 232, 233 

ALLOWANCE FOR SPOILED STAMPS. See Spoiled Stamps. 
AMERICA (the Stamp Act for), 
history of, 25-32 
origin of, 26 
passing of, 30 

remonstrance arising from, 31 
repeal of, 31 

yield of the duties arising from, 32 
ANNUITY, 

conveyance in consideration of, &c., 172 
bonds, duties specifically imposed on in 1795, 47 
APPEAL, from assessment of duty by the Commissioners, 151 

APPOINTMENTS TO OFFICES, 

duties made ad valorem without limit, 99 
present duties on, 166 

APPOINTMENTS TO ECCLESIASTICAL BENEFICES, 
per centage duties imjiosed on, 58 
duties reduced for benefices under 300Z per annum, 76 
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APPOINTMENTS, &c.—( continued ), 
present duties on, 174 

APPOINTMENT OF NEW TRUSTEE, specific charge on, 174 
APPRAISEMENT, duties on, 176 
APPRENTICESHIP, indentures of 
duties on, reduced, 68 
duties made ad valorem without limit, 99 
present duties on, 178 

APPROPRIATED STAMPS, 154, and list of, 344 
AREA OF THE STAMP LAWS, 115, 116, 156 
ARTICLES OF CLERKSHIP TO ATTORNIES, 
duties first imposed on, 39 
reduced in 1853, 69 
present duties on, 180 
ASSURANCE. See Insurance. 

ATTESTED COPIES OF DEEDS, 
duties on reduced to Is., 96 
present duties on, 214 
AUCTIONS, duty on, 41 
AWARD, 

commencement of duties on, 23 
duties on, reduced, 73 
present duties on, 182 

B. 

BANK NOTES, duties on, 182 
limitations on issue of, 184 
BANKERS, licences to issue Notes, duties on, 184 
composition for stamp duty on notes and bills, 184 
BANKRUPTCY, exemption of instruments relating to, 306, 307 
BEER, duty on in America, 8 

BENEFIT BUILDING SOCIETIES. Special exemptions relating 
to, 307 

exemptions in favour of, limited, 78 
BILLS OF EXCHANGE AND PROMISSORY NOTES, 
commencement of duties, 22 
yield of duties in 1786, 22 
act to regulate the duties on, 23 
yield of the duties in 1792, 25 
duties imposed on small bills and notes in 1799, 42 
duties augmented in 1815, 49 
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BILLS OF EXCHANGE, &c.— {continued), 
long dated and short dated Bills, 49, 52 
summary of history of duties, 1793-1815, 52 
extension of charge to Bills drawn abroad, 70 
per centage duties substituted for scale for Bills, 70 
maximum charge abolished, 74 
Notes made abroad brought into charge, 74 
simplification effected in duties in 1870. 94 
present duties and law relating to them, 184-192 
BILLS OF LADING, 

duties on, reduced in 1842, 58 
present duties, 192 
BILLS OF SALE, 192, 193 
BONDS, 

Scale of duties abolished and per centage duties imposed, 64 
duties extended to foreign bonds in 1862, 75 
present duties on bonds to secure payment of money, 246 
present duties on bonds to secure annuities, 194 
duties on bonds of other kinds, 196, 198 
BUILDING SOCIETIES (Benefit). See Benefit Building Societies. 

c. 

CANCELLATION of adhesive stamps, 153 
CARDS, tax on, 7 

CERTIFICATES of Marriage and having taken the holy communion, 
duties on repealed, 77 

CERTIFICATES (annual) of Solicitors, &c., duties payable on, 
197, 356 

CERTIFIED COPIES OF REGISTER OF BIRTHS, &c. 

Id. duty imposed on, 75 
present duties on, 216 

CHANCELLOR OF THE EXCHEQUER, 

Mr. Pitt, 

First ten years of his first administration, 23 
budget of 1792, 38, 39 
budget of 1797, 40 

last budget of his first administration, 42 
returns to office in 1804, 43 
his death in 1806, 44 
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CHANCELLOR OF THE EXCHEQUER—( continued ), 

Mr. Addington, 

budget of 1804, 43 
Lord Henry Petty, 44 
Mr. Spencer Perceval, 
budget of 1808, 44 
Mr. Vansittart, 

succeeded by Mr. Robinson in 1824, 55 
Mr. Robinson, 

repeals the duties on law proceedings, 55 
Mr. Goulburn, 

introduces a measure of consolidation, 56 
Chancellor of the Exchequer in Sir R. Peel’s administration, 
58 

reasons for the failure of his measure of 1830, 89 
Lord Althorp, 56 
Mr. Spring-Rice, 

introduces a general measure of amendment, 58 
reasons for the failure of the measure, 89 
Sir Charles Wood, 

commences a reform of the stamp duties, 62 
his first Bill of 1850, 62 
is withdrawn, 63 
his second Bill passes, 64 
his measure of 1850, a limited measure, 90 
Mr. Gladstone, 

budget of 1853, 67-9 
budget of 1860, 73-5 
budget of 1865, 77 
Sir. G. Cornewall Lewis, 

alterations in stamp duties effected by, 71 
Mr. Disraeli, 

repeals exemption in favour of bankers’ cheques, 71 
alterations effected by in 1867, 78 
Mr. Lowe, 

speech on the national debt referred to, 39 
budget of 1869, 79 

CHARTERPARTY, duties on, 
reduced in 1842, 58 
reduced to 6c?. in 1865, 77 
present duties on, 200 
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CHEQUES, 

repeal of the exemption in favour of, 71, 72 
post-dated, liable to Id. duty, 187 
present duty on, 185 
CHURCH BUILDING ACTS, 
special exemptions under, 310 
CHURCH-YARDS, 

special exemptions under Act relating to consecration of, 310 
CLASSIFICATION OF TAXES, 
imperial taxes, 1 
inland revenue duties, 4 
COGNOVIT, 

not liable to duty as an agreement, 171 
COLONIES, taxation of the, 27 

instruments relating to service in, exempted from duty, 286 
COINAGE, 

special exemptions under Coinage Act, 326 
COMMISSIONS, 

of officers in militia, yeomanry, or volunteers, exempt from duty, 286 
COMMISSIONERS OF REVENUE INQUIRY, 
their reports, 5 

advise an alteration in the penalty on stamping, 105 
COMMISSIONERS OF INLAND REVENUE, 

formed by consolidation of the Commissioners of Stamps and 
Taxes with the Excise, 119 

present number of Commissioners, their duties &c., 120 
COMMISSIONERS OF STAMPS, 
for England and Wales, 118 
for Great Britain, 118 
for Ireland, 118 

for Great Britain and Ireland consolidated, 119 
COMMISSIONERS OF STAMPS AND TAXES, 
consolidated with the Excise, 61, 119 
COMMON LAW PROCEDURE ACTS, 
special exemptions under, 311 
CONTAGIOUS DISEASES (ANIMALS) ACT, 
special exemption, 311 
CONTRACT NOTES, 

Id. duty imposed on, 75 
present duties on, 202 
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CONVEYANCE ON SALE, 

Pitt proposes to impose ad valorem duties, 41 
ad valorem duties imposed on transfers of stock and sliares in 
1804, 43 

and extended in 1808 to all conveyances of property, 45 
limits of the duty scale extended, 49 
per centage duties substituted for the scale, 65 
duties extended to conveyance in consideration of a rent-charge 
69 5 ’ 

rectification of the duties in certain cases in 1870, 94 
present duties on, 202-214 

COPY (attested) of any deed liable to duty, &c., 214 

COPY (certified) of register of births, &c., 

Id. duty imposed on, 75 
present duties on, 216 
COPYHOLDS, 

duties on admissions on sale or mortgage reduced, 66 
duties on admissions repealed, 93 
present duties on instruments relating to, 216 
COSMETICS, tax on, 7 

COSTS, on appeal to the Court of Exchequer from adjudication of the 
Commissioners, 152 

COST BOOK MINES, 

duty imposed on request to transfer shares, 75 
COUPONS, specially exempted from duty, 95, 188 
COVENANT (deeds containing) 
mortgage duties extended to, 65 
present duties on covenants to secure annuities, 194 
ditto on covenants to secure payment of money, 246 

CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS, unstamped instruments admissible in, 
110, 156 * 

criminal offences, 296, 

CROWN, 

instruments relating to property belonging to, 147 

CUSTOMS, 

origin of the term, 1 
annual produce of, 4 
are indirect taxes, 4 
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D. 

DEALING IN STAMPS, penalties for unauthorised, 289 
DEBENTURES, present duties on, 246 

DECLARATIONS under Stamp Acts, how to he made, 158, 302 
DEED not otherwise charged, 

duty reduced to 10s. in 1870, 92 

statement of the duties imposed according to length from 1694 to 
1870, 100 

the 1 single ’ deed duty, 42 
present duty, 222 

DEFACEMENT of adhesive stamps, prohibition against, 301 
DELIVERY ORDER, 

Id. duty imposed on, 75 
present duty on, 222 

DENOTING STAMP, in what cases to be used, 149 
DICE, tax on, 7 
DIES, discontinuance of, 301 
DIRECT TAXES, what are, 4, & 

DISCOUNT on purchase of stamps, 292, 343 
DISTRIBUTORS OF STAMPS, how appointed, 120 
DOCK WARRANT, 

3 d. duty imposed on, 75 
renamed warrant for goods, 96 
present duties on, 284 
DRAFTS, Id. duty imposed on, 69 
present duty on, 185 (s. 48) 

DRAINAGE ACTS, special exemptions under, 311 
DUPLICATE OF SETTLEMENT, charged with a fixed duty, 66 
DUPLICATE of instrument liable to duty, 
duty on, 224 


E. 

EAST INDIA LOANS ACT, 
special exemptions under, 312 

EXCISE DUTIES, 
origin of the term, 5 
what are, 5 
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EVIDENCE, 

inadmissibility of unstamped instruments, 108-112 
present law on the subject, 155 
EXEMPTIONS FROM DUTY, 

general, from all stamp duties, 286 

in Acts not otherwise relating to stamps, 805, et seq. 

of former Acts continued by Stamp Act 1870, 146 

F. 

FOREIGN CURRENCY, 

money in, how to be valued, 149 
FOREIGN INSTRUMENTS, 

formerly not affected by the Stamp Acts, 116 
in what cases now liable to stamp duty, 116, 155, 156 
FOREIGN REVENUE LAWS, 
not noticed in this country, 117 
FOREIGN SECURITIES, 

charge on, altered in 1871, 100 
present duties on, 246 
FOREIGN STAMP DUTIES, 124-136 
FORESHORE, 

special exemption under Acts relating to, 312, 329 
FORGERY OF STAMPS, 296 

search-warrants for forged dies and stamps, 297, 298 
FRANCE, history of stamp duties in, 125-136 
FRIENDLY SOCIETIES ACT, special exemption under, 313 

G. 

GENERAL EXEMPTIONS from stamp duties, 286 
GLEBE LOAN ACT, special exemptions under, 315 
GLOVES AND MITTENS, tax on, 7 
GOODS, WARES AND MERCHANDIZE, 

exemption of agreements relating to sale of, 172 
GRAND JURY CESS (IRELAND), 

special exemption of collectors’ bonds, 198 
GRANTS OF HONOURS AND DIGNITIES, 
charged with reference to degree, 46 
present duties on, 228 

B B 
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GRANTS OP OFFICE, 

ad valorem duties imposed on, 45 
present duties on, 166 

GRANTS OF MONEY AND ANNUITIES (duties on), 
peculiarities of the charge in 1808, 46 
duties increased in 1815, 50 

H. 

HAIR POMATUM AND HAIR POWDER, tax on, 7 
HATS, tax on, 7 

HAWKING STAMPS, prohibition against, 291 
HIGHWAYS ACT, special exemption under, 815 
HOLLAND, 

origin of the stamp duties in, 12 
her taxes copied in this country, 13 

I. 

ENCLOSURE ACT, special exemption under, 815 
INDIRECT TAXES, what are, 5 

INDUSTRIAL SOCIETIES ACT, special exemption under, 315 
INFORMERS, Commissioners may reward, 158, 302 
INLAND REVENUE, 
origin of the term, 4 
annual produce of duties, 4 
what taxes comprised in, 4 
department of, 118-123 

INLAND REVENUE, COMMISSIONERS OF. See Commis¬ 
sioners. 

INSTRUMENTS, 

executed provisions relating to stamping, 154 
executed abroad, ditto, 154 

produced in Court unstamped, provisions relating to, 155 
charged with duty under the original Stamp Act, list of, 332 
not to be stamped after execution, list of, 337 
not to be stamped with an impressed stamp after a certain time 
after execution, list of, 337 

not to be stamped after execution except on payment of penalty, 
list of, 338 

which may be stamped within a limited time without penalty, 339 
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IN STRUMENTS— (continued), 

regulations of the Commissioners regarding stamping, 340 
for which adhesive stamps are provided, 340 

INSURANCE, 

duties on, why treated as stamp duties, 10 
extended to insurances made abroad, 77 

INSURANCE (Fire), 

commencement of duties on, 22 
produce of the duties, 1782—90, 23 
in 1792, 25 

summary of history of the duties, 1793-1815, 51 
agricultural stock exempted, 57 
duties extended to foreign policies, 71 
duties reduced for stock in trade in 1864, 75 
and for other insurances in 1865, 77 
per centage duties repealed in 1869, 79 

INSURANCE (Life), 
duties on, 47 

imposed on an ad valorem scale, 50 
duties reduced in 1835, 57 
per centage duties substituted for scale, 67 
reduced for policies under 25Z., 74 
present duties on policies of, 258 

INSURANCE (Sea), 

commencement of duties on, 40 

produce in the year 1797, 40 

summary of history 1793—1815, 51 

large yield of duties during the war, 51 

duties reduced in 1833, 56 

and again in 1844, 60 

reduction of duty on certain insurances, 77 

duties reduced in 1867, and the law consolidated, /8 

present duties on policies of, 259 

form of policy for, 334 

INSURANCES (other than Fire, Life, and Sea), 
per centage duties imposed on, 47 
present duties on policies, 258 

INSURANCES against Accidental Death, 
duties imposed on, 75 
duties reduced to Id. in 1870, 79 
b b 2 
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INDEX, 


INSURANCES—( continued ), 

present duties on, 258 

INTERPRETATION OF TERMS in Stamp Acts, 145, 287 
INVENTORY duties in Scotland, 
commencement of the duties, 85 
history of the duties from 1804 to 1815, 35-37 
I.O.U., simple—not liable to duty as an agreement, 171 
not liable to bill duty, 189 
IRELAND (stamp duties in), 
when first imposed, 59 

proposal to assimilate them to the British duties, 56 
history of, 1773-1842, 59 
assimilated to British duties, 58, 60 
duties reduced to about what they were in 1842, 67 

J. 

JUSTINIAN, origin of stamp duties attributed to, 11 

L. 

LABOURER, artificer, manufacturer, and menial servant, exemption of 
agreements for hire of, 172 
LAW PROCEEDINGS, duties on, 
imposed, 16, 19 
repealed, 55 

LEASE, in consideration of premium, charged as a sale, 65 
in consideration of rent,— 
per centage duties substituted for scale, 66 
duties charged according to length of term, 70 
duties extended to agreements for lease, 74 
duties imposed according to the average rent during the term, 95 
LEASE or TACK, present duties on, 232-239 
LEGACY and Succession duties, 
commencement of, 21 
additional duties imposed, 23 
history of from 1793 to 1815, 37 
LETTER OF ALLOTMENT, duty on, 238 
LETTER OF ATTORNEY, duties on, 
reduced for letters for small sums, 74 
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LETTER OF ATTORNEY— (continued), 

reduced for powers for receipts of dividends, 76 
present duties, 240 

LICENCE for marriage, duties on, 242 
LICENCES (Trade or Business) duties on, 
proper classification of them, 9, 10 
LICENCES granted by ecclesiastical authority, 
duties on, reduced in certain cases, 77 
present duties on, 244 
LICENCES to deal in stamps, 
to whom granted, 121 
provisions relating to, 288 et. seq. 

LOAN SOCIETIES ACTS, special exemptions under, 316, 317 


M. 

MANAGEMENT of the stamp duties, 119, 288 
MATCHES, proposed tax on, 8 
MEDICINES (proprietary), tax on, 7 
MEMORIALS of deeds, duties on, reduced, 96 
present duties on, 246 

MERCHANT SHIPPING ACT, special exemptions under, 317 
MILITIA, exemption of commissions to officers, 286 
MILITIA ACTS, special exemptions under, 318 
MISUSED STAMPS, allowance for, 295 
MITIGATION of penalties, 158, 302 

MISAPPROPRIATION of monies received for stamp duty—summary 
proceedings for recovery of, 157 
MORTGAGES, 

duties imposed on an ascending scale, 43 

limits of the scale extended, 49 

per centage duty substituted for scale, 64 

per centage duty imposed on transfers, 78 

and extended to transfer of bonds, 78 

and to re-conveyances, 95 

duties on foreign securities altered, 100 

duty reduced for mortgages of stock or marketable securities, 100 
present duties on, 246-257 
of copyholds, 255 

to Benefit Building Societies, 255, 308 
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MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS ACTS, 
exemption of admissions, 166, 318 

N. 

NAYY,—special exemptions under Acts relating to, 319 
NOTARIAL ACT, duty on, 256 


0 . 

OPINION of the Commissioners on questions of stamp duty, how to 
be obtained, 150 

before giving, the Commissioners may require an abstract of deed 
and evidence, 152 
ORDER, 

to pay dividends, not power of attorney, 243 
for payment of money, 185 


P. 

PAMPHLETS, tax on, 9 
PARIEU, M. de, 

Traite des impots, 12 

PARTITION or division, instruments effecting, 227, 256 

PATENTE duties in France, 10 

PERFUMERY, tax on, 7 

PEEL, SIR R., on volunteer financiers, 14 

and see Chancellor of the Exchequer 
PENALTY, 

original penalty on the writer of an instrument not duly stamped, 

102 

on stamping deeds not duly stamped, history of, 102-105 
for not stating facts affecting ad valorem duty, 103, 157 
recovery of penalties under the Stamp Acts, 158, 302 
power of the Commissioners to mitigate penalty on stamping, 
104 

mitigation of penalties generally, 158, 302 
PENNY TAXATION, 
commencement of, 68 
success of, 69 

penny duty imposed on certified copies of registers of birth, &c., 
contract notes, and delivery orders, and dock warrants, 75 
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PITT, Mr., See Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

PLAN of tlie volume, 6 
PLATE (manufactured) tax on, 8 
POLICIES, present duties on, 258-270 
and see Insurance. 

POOR LAW ACTS, special exemptions under, 321, 322 
POSTAGE STAMPS, sale of, 292 
POST-HORSES, tax on, 9 
POST OFFICE. 

special exemption under Acts relating to, 323 
post-office orders, 186 
POWER OF ATTORNEY, duty on, 240 
and see Letter of Attorney. 

PROBATE and Administration duties, 
commencement of, 21 
additional duties imposed, 23 
history of, 1793-1815, 33-35 
PROGRESSIVE DUTIES, 

repealed—reasons for repeal, 92 

PROPOSAL, unaccepted, not liable to duty as an agreement, 171 
PROXIES to vote at a meeting, duties on, 
reduced, 61 
reduced to 6cl., 71 
reduced to 1 d., 76 

reduction extended to proxies including several persons, 100 
present duty on, 240 
PUBLIC OFFICERS, 

required to produce books, records, &c., to the Commissioners, 156 
PURCHASE 

deeds, see Conveyance on Sale. 
of stamps, discount on, 292, 343 


E. 

RACE-HORSES, tax on, 9 

REAPPOINTMENTS to offices on demise of the Crown, 
exemptions in favour of, 305 
RECEIPTS, 

commencement of duties on, 23 
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RECEIPT S—( continued ), 

additional duties imposed in 1795, 40 
scale of duty extended in 1815, 49 
summary of history of 1793-1815, 53 
scale abolished and penny duty imposed, 68 
present duty on, 270 

RECONVEYANCE, release, or renunciation of any security, 
present duties on, 250 

RECOVERY OF PENALTIES, 158, 302 

REGISTRATION OF BIRTHS ACTS, special exemption under, 
324 

RELEASE OR RENUNCIATION of any property, 274 
REPEAL of Acts relating to stamp duties, 346 
REPLEVY, exemption of bonds given upon, 286 
REPURCHASE of stamps not wanted, 296 
REVOCATION of any use or trust of property, 276 

s. 

SALE. See Conveyance on Sale. 

SALE OF STAMPS, 288-291, and See 

Distributors and Licensed Vendors. 

Prohibition of sale by unauthorised persons, 122, 290, 291 

SAVINGS BANKS ACTS, special exemption under, 325 

SCHEDULE, inventory, &c., duty on, 276 

SCHEDULE TO STAMP ACT, to be read as part of Act, 147 

SCOPE of the volume, 6 

of the stamp laws, 115, 116, 156 
SCOTLAND, 

commencement of stamp duties in, 19 
certain exemptions secured to, at the union, 20 
duties equalised in Great Britain in 1808, 44 
SCRIP CERTIFICATE, 

duty first imposed on, 69 
present duty on, 238 
SCRIP, duty on, 238 
SEARCH-WARRANTS, 

for forged dies and stamps, 297, 298 
for stamps stolen &c., 300 
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SECURITIES, 

for transfer or re-transfer of stock, 251 

for future advances, 251 

for repayment by rent-charge &c., 253 

and See Mortgage, Bond, Debenture, Covenant. 
SETTLEMENTS, 

duties on, imposed by an ad valorem scale, 50 
per centage duties substituted for scale, 66 
duplicates of, charged with a fixed duty, 66 

duties on, extended to sums in foreign denomination or cur¬ 
rency, 76 

present duties on, 278-281. 

SEVERAL, 

instruments on the same paper, 148 

considerations, 148 

matters, instruments relating to, 148 

SHARE CERTIFICATE, not liable to duty, 238 
SHARE WARRANT under ‘the Companies Act 1867,’ 280 
SPOILED STAMPS, allowance for, 122, 292, 344 

SHIP OR VESSEL, instruments relating to sale or mortgage of, 
exempted from duty, 286 

STAGE COACHES, tax on, 9 

STOLEN STAMPS, search-warrant for, 300 

STAMPS, 

distinct dies formerly used for the several duties, 106 

subsequent changes in the law, 107 

multiplicity of the stamps formerly used, 107 

must appear on the face of the deed, 148 

several, when required, 148 

in general to be impressed, 153 

adhesive, provisions relating to, 153, 154 

appropriated, use of, 154 

sale of, licences for, 288 

penalty for unauthorised sale of, 289 

penalty for hawking, 291 

spoiled, provisions relating to, 292 

misused, provisions relating to, 295 

not wanted, repurchase of, 122, 296 

used in certain courts and offices, for collection of ft?es, 345 
C G 
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STAMP DUTIES, 
definition of, 7 
origin of, 11 

commencement of in England, 15 
history of in the United Kingdom 15-101 

-in foreign countries, 124-136 

-in France, 125-136 

average yield of, 1694-1699, 19 

-in 1714, 1727, 1760, 1770, and 1778, 21 

-in 1783, 23 

-.---in 1792, 24 

commencement of in Scotland, 19 

doubled for Great Britain in 1797, 40 

general increase in (1804), 43 

equalised for Great Britain in 1808, 45 

alphabetical schedule of, introduced, 48 

increased in 1815, 49 

yield of in 1815, 50 

history of from 1815-1850, 54-61 

yield of in 1849, 61 

history of from 1850 to 1870, 62-79 

yield of in 1869, 1870, and 1871, 98 

history of from 1870 to 1872, 100 

present, grant of, 146 

STAMP LAWS, 

intricacy of in 1816, 54 

Mr. Goulburn’s scheme for consolidating, 56 

Mr. Spring-Bice’s measure for amending, 58 

Sir Charles Wood’s measures relating to, 62 

consolidated in 1870, 79 

reasons for legislation of 1870, 80-90 

explanation of measure introduced in 1870, 80-97 

STAMPING, 

executed instruments, 154 

STANDARDS OF WEIGHTS Ac. ACT, special exemptions 
under, 326 

STANNARY COURT, exemption of bonds on appeals in, 326 
STATUTES, 

Confirmatio Chartarum, 3 

granting tonnage and poundage, 4 

original Stamp Act for England and Wales, 17 
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STATUTES—( continued ), 

Stamp Act for America, 25-32 
48 Geo. III. c. 149, 45 
Stamp Act of 1815, 49 

-of 1850 (13 & 14 Viet. c. 97), 64 

-of 1870, 80-97 

The Inland Revenue Repeal Act 1870, 346 
STEWARD OF MANOR, 

obligations imposed on, 221 
may insist on payment of fees and duty, 221 
STOCK, how to be valued, 149 
SUCCESSION DUTIES. See Legacy Duties. 
SURRENDER of copyholds, duty on, 280 


T. 

TAXES, special exemptions under Acts relating to, 327 
TESTAMENTS, testamentary instrument &c., exempted from duty, 286 
TITHES, special exemptions under Acts relating to, 328 
TOLLS, drawn into custumes, 3 
TOOTH-POWDER, tax on, 7 

TRADE, BOARD OF, special exemption under Acts relating to, 329. 
TRANSFER, 

of debenture stock, duties on reduced, 78 

ditto, present duties on, 202 

and further charge, duties on, 253 

of shares in cost book mines, 282 

of shares in the funds, exempted from duty, 286 


u. 

UNAUTHORISED DEALING IN STAMPS, 289 

penalty on persons holding themselves out as dealers, 290 
UNSTAMPED INSTRUMENTS, 
unavailable in evidence, 155 
except in criminal proceedings, 156 
provisions relating to stamping, 154 
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y. 

VALUATION, 

of money in foreign currency, stock, and marketable securities, 
149 

VOLUNTEERS, exemption of commissions to officers of, 286 
VOTING PAPER, 

Id. duty imposed on, 76 
present duty on, 282 


w. 

WALPOLE, 

scheme for colonial taxation suggested to, 27 
WARRANT OF ATTORNEY, duty on, 282 
WARRANT FOR GOODS, duty on, 284 
WARS, cost of, 

with Spain, 1739-1748, 26 
the seven years’ war, 1756-1763, 27 
the war with France 1793-1815, 39 
WOODS AND FORESTS, special exemptions under Acts relating 
to, 329 

WORKS AND BUILDINGS, (Her Majesty’s) exemption of certain 
instruments relating to, 286 

WORKS, BOARD OF, special exemptions under Acts relating to, 

330 


Y. 

YEOMANRY, exemption of commissions to officers of, 286 
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Stephen’s New Commentaries—9th Edition. 

In 4 vols. 8vo. 4 l. 4s. cloth. 


Mr. SERJEANT STEPHEN’S NEW COMMENTARIES on 

the LAWS OF ENGLAND, partly founded on Blackstone. By James 
Stephen, Esq., LL.D., Judge of County Courts. The Ninth Edition, 
by Henry St. James Stephen, of the Middle Temple, Barrister-at-Law. 1883 

%* This Work is set for the Intermediate Examinations for Solicitors for 1885. 


“ Dr. James Stephen has just brought 
out the eighth edition of Mr. Serjeant 
Stephen’s Commentaries on the Laws of 
England (founded on Blackstone). This 
edition deserves more attention than 
revious editions, for the reason that it 
as been revised with a view to giving 
full effect to the alterations in our law 
and practice introduced by the Judicature 
Acts, and with the design of giving a 
more scientific classification of crimes, 
so as to bring the last book into harmony 
with the general structure of the proposed 
Criminal Code. Dr. Stephen has been 
assisted in his work by his son, Mr. Heniy 
St. James Stephen. From our examina¬ 
tion of the work (facilitated by the adop¬ 
tion of the American plan of cutting the 
leaves in the binding), we believe it will 
be found to be one of the most valuable 
text books which we possess, not only as 
to the general law, but as to the new 


system which has grown under the Judi¬ 
cature Acts .”—Law Titnes. 

“ It is quite unnecessary for us to re¬ 
iterate the praises we have, on many 
former occasions, bestowed upon this 
excellent work. A new edition has been 
rendered necessary, both by reason of 
the last edition having been exhausted, 
and of the recent changes in the law 
effected by the operation of the Judica- 
ture Acts; and Dr. Stephen has not 
shirked the labour required. The last 
edition was published in the year 1874 ; 
and, although the changes then intended 
to be introduced by the Judicature Act 
of 1873 were embodied in it, yet the 
subsequent Judicature Acts and new 
rules of procedure, supplemented by 
judicial decisions upon them, have made 
Dr. Stephen’s task of revision no light 
one .”—Law Journal. 


Mozley and Whiteley’s Concise Law Dictionary. 

In 1 vol. 8vo. 20s. cloth, 25s. brown calf. 

A CONCISE LAW DICTIONARY, containing Short and Simple 
Definitions of the Terms used in the Law. By Herbert Newman Mozley, M. A., 
Fellow of King’s College, Cambridge, and of Lincoln’s Inn, Esq., and George 
Crispe Whiteley, M.A. Cantab., of the Middle Temple, Esq., Barristers-at-Law. 

187G 


“Thisbook is a great deal more modest 
in its aims than the law dictionary we 
received a little while ago. Its main 
object is to explain briefly legal terms 
both ancient and modern. In many 
cases, however, the authors have added a 
concise statement of the law. But as the 
work is intended both for lawyers and 
the public at large, it does not profess to 
give more than an outline of the doctrines 
referred to under the several headings. 
Having regard to this design, we think 
the work is well and carefully executed. 
It is exceedingly complete.”— Solicitors' 
Journal. 

“This book contains a large mass of 
information more or less useful. A 


considerable amount both of labour and 
learning has evidently been expended 
upon it, and to the general public it may 
be recommended as a reliable and useful 
guide. Law students desirous of cram¬ 
ming will also find it acceptable .”—Law 
Times. 

“The authors of the above work do 
not profess to address themselves solely 
to the members of the legal profession ; 
their object has been to produce a book 
which shall also be useful to the general 
public by giving clear yet concise ex¬ 
planations of the legal terms and phrases 
in past and present use, and we think they 
have satisfactorily performed their task.” 
—Justice of the Peace. 
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Tudor’s Leading Cases on Eeal Property, &c3rd Ed. 

In one thick volume, royal 8vo. 21. 12 s. 6d. cloth. 

A SELECTION OF LEADING CASES ON THE LAW 

RELATING TO REAL PROPERTY, Conveyancing, and the Construction 
of Wills and Deeds; with Notes. Third Edition. By Owen Davies Tudor, 
Esq., of the Middle Temple, Barrister-at-Law, Author of “A Selection of 


Leading Cases in Equity.” 

‘ ‘ The second edition is now before us, 

1 and we are able to say that the same ex¬ 
tensive knowledge and the same laborious 
industry as have been exhibited by Mr. 
Tudor on former occasions characterize 
this later production of his legal author¬ 
ship ; and it is enough at this moment to 
reiterate an opinion that Mr. Tudor has 
well maintained the high legal reputation 
which his standard works have achieved 
in all countries where the English lan¬ 
guage is spoken, and the decisions of our 
Courts are quoted .”—Law Magazine and 
Review on 2nd edit. 

“ To Mr. Tudor’s treatment of all these 
subjects, so complicated and so varied, we 
accord our entire commendation. There 
are no omissions of any important cases 
relative to the various branches of the 
law comprised in the work, nor are there 


1879 

any omissions or defects in his statement 
of the law itself applicable to the cases 
discussed by him. We cordially recom¬ 
mend the work to the practitioner and 
the student alike, but especially to the 
former. ’ ’— Solicitors' Journal on 2nd edit. 

‘ ‘ This and the other volumes of Mr. 
Tudor are almost a law library in them¬ 
selves, and we are satisfied that the student 
would learn more law from the careful 
reading of them than he would acquire 
from double the time given to the elabo¬ 
rate treatises which learned professors 
recommend the student to peruse, with 
entire forgetfulness that time and brains 
are limited, and that to do what they 
advise would be the work of a life. No 
law library should be without this most 
useful book .”—Law Times on 2nd edit. 


May’s Parliamentary Practice—9th Edition. 

Just published, in 1 vol., demy 8vo., 21. 8s. cloth. 

A TREATISE on the LAW, PRIVILEGES, PROCEEDINGS 

and USAGE OF PARLIAMENT. By Sir Thomas Erskine May, K.C.B., 
D.C.L., Clerk of the House of Commons, and Bencher of the Middle Temple. 
Ninth Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 1883 

Contents: Book I. Constitution, Powers and Privileges of Parliament. Book II. 
Practice and Proceedings in Parliament. Book III. The Manner of Passing 
Private Bills, with the Standing Orders in both Houses, and the most recent 
Precedents. 


‘ ‘ A work, which has risen from the 
position of a text-book into that of an 
authority, would seem to a considerable 
extent to have passed out of the range of 
criticism. It is quite unnecessary to 
point out the excellent arrangement, ac¬ 
curacy and completeness which long ago 
rendered Sir T. E. May’s treatise the 
standard work on the law of Parliament. 
Not only are points of Parliamentary 
law discussed or decided since the publi¬ 
cation of the last edition duly noticed in 
their places, but the matter thus added 
is well digested, tersely presented and 
carefully interwoven with the text.”— 
Solicitors* Journal. 


“ Fifty pages of new matter have been 
added by Sir Thomas May in his seventh 
edition, thus comprising every alteration 
in the law and practice of Parliament, 
and all material precedents relating to 
public and private business since the 
publication of the sixth edition. We 
need make no comment upon the value 
of the work. It is an accepted authority 
and is undeniably the law of Parliament. 
It has been brought up to the latest date, 
and should be in the hands of every one 
engaged in Parliamentary life, whether 
asalawyer or as a senator .”—Law Times. 
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Fisher’s Law of Mortgage.—4th Edition. 


1 vol. royal 8vo. 2 1. 12,s. 6d. cloth. 

THE LAW OF MORTGAGE AND OTHER SECURITIES 


UPON PROPERTY. By William I 
Barrister-at-Law. Fourth Edition. 

“ This work has built up for itself, in 
the experienced opinion of the profession, 
a very high reputation for carefulness, 
accuracy and lucidity. This reputation 
is fully maintained in the present edition. 
The law of securities upon property is 
confessedly intricate, and probably, as 
the author justly observes, embraces a 
greater variety of learning than any other 
single branch of the English law. At the 
same time an accurate knowledge of it is 
essential to every practising barrister, and 


ihard Fisher, of Lincoln’s Inn, Esq., 
1884 

of daily requirement among solicitors. 
To all such we can confidently recommend 
Mr. Fisher’s work, which will, moreover, 
prove most useful reading for the student, 
both as a storehouse of information and 
an intellectual exercise.” Law Magazine. 

“His work has long been known as the 
standard work on the law of mortgages, 
and he has now published his third 
edition. The object and scope of his 
work is probably familiar to most of our 
readers.”— Law Journal. 
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Boyle’s Precis of an Action at Common Law. 


, In 8vo., 5 s. cloth. 

PRECIS of an ACTION at COMMON LAW, showing at a 

Glance the Procedure under the Judicature Acts and Rules in an Action in the 
Queen’s Bench, Common Pleas and Exchequer Divisions of the High Court of 
Justice. By Herbert E. Boyle, Solicitor. 1881 


‘ ‘ In this little manual, Mr. Boyle has 
succeeded in exhibiting a succinct and 
lucid outline of all the ordinary pro¬ 
ceedings in actions governed by the 
practice, under the English Judicature 
Acts and Orders, of what used to be 
called the common law courts. Taking 
the various steps of that procedure in 
their natural order, he summarises the 
orders of court relating to each, arrang¬ 
ing them under distinct headings, and 
referring to authorities upon their con¬ 
struction and application. Students pre¬ 
paring for the Final Examination cer¬ 


tainly need a guide of this description, 
and Mr. Boyle has well supplied that 
need. Indeed, we do not remember 
having ever before seen the English 
procedure so well explained within so 
brief a compass.”— Irish Law Times. 

“A student who is ignorant of pro¬ 
cedure, and desires to prepare for his 
Final Examination, will do well to pro¬ 
cure Mr. Boyle’s work, and to use it, not 
in substitution for, but as auxiliary to, 
the study of the Rules of the Supreme 
Court.”— Law Examination Journal. 


Seaborne’s Law of Vendors & Purchasers.—3rd Ed. 

Just published, in 1 vol. post 8vo., 125. 6d. cloth. 

A CONCISE MANUAL OF THE LAW OF VENDORS 

AND PURCHASERS OE REAL PROPERTY. By Henry Seaborne, 
Solicitor. Third Edition. 1884 


*** This work is designed to furnish Practitioners with an easy means of reference to 
the Statutory Enactments and Judicial Decisions regulating the transfer of 
Real Property, and also to bring these authorities in a compendious shape under 
the attention of Students. 


“The value of Mr. Seaborne’s work 
consists in its being the most concise 
summary yet published of one of the 
most important branches of the law. 
The student will find this book a useful 
introduction to a dry and difficult sub¬ 
ject.” —Law Examination Journal. 

“The book before us contains a good 
deal, especially of practical information, 
as to the course of conveyancing matters 


in solicitors’ offices which may be useful 
to students.”— Solicitors ’ Journal. 

“We will do Mr. Seaborne the justice 
to say that we believe his work will be 
of some use to articled clerks and others 
in solicitors’ offices, who have not the 
opportunity or inclination to refer to the 
standard works from which his is com¬ 
piled.”— Law Journal. 











S LAW WOBKS PUBLISHED BY 


Plumptre on Contracts. 

Post 8yo., 8s. cloth. 

A SUMMAEY of the PKINCIPLES of the LAW of SIMPLE 
CONTBACTS. By Claude C. M. Plumptre, of the Middle Temple, 
Esq., Barrister-at-Law. (Middle Temple Common Law Scholar, Hilary 
Term, 1877.) 1879 


“ In our last volume we had occasion 
to mention with approbation two works 
by IV^r. Arthur Underhill, ‘ A Summary 
of the Law of Torts,’ and ‘ A Concise 
Manual of the Law relating to Trusts 
and Trustees the first of these had 
reached a second edition, and in its pre¬ 
paration the author of the present work 
was associated with Mr. Underhill. In 
the preparation of this book Mr. Plumptre 
has adopted the lines laid down by Mr. 
Underhill; by means of short rules and 
sub-rules he presents a summary of the 
leading principles relating to the law of 
simple contracts, with the decisions of 
the Courts by which they are illustrated. 
Part I. deals with the parties to a simple 
contract, and treats of those persons ex¬ 
empted from the performance of their 
contracts by reason of incapacity, such 
as infants, married women, lunatics, 
drunkards, convicts and bankrupts. 
Chapter 4 is devoted to contracts by cor¬ 
porations and by agents, and the follow¬ 
ing chapter to partners and partnerships 


generally. 

“ In Part II. we have the constituent 
parts of a simple contract, the consent of 
the parties, the consideration, the pro¬ 
mise, contracts illegal at common law 
and by statute, and fraudulent con¬ 
tracts. 

“Part III. gives rules for making a 
simple contract, and treats of contracts 
within the 4th and 17th sections of the 
Statute of Frauds; Statutes of Limita¬ 
tion ; the discharge of the obligation im¬ 
posed by the contract by performance ; 
by mutual agreement; by accord and 
satisfaction ; and by operation of law; 
oral evidence and written contracts; 
damages; and contracts made abroad. 

“ The book contains upwards of one 
hundred rules, all ably illustrated by 
cases, and a very full and well-compiled 
index facilitates reference. It is more 
particularly addressed to students, but 
practitioners of both branches of the legal 
profession will find it a useful and trust¬ 
worthy guide.”— Justice of the Peace. 


Mosely’s Articled Clerks’ Handy-Book. By Bedford. 

1 vol. post 8vo., 8s. 6 d. cloth. 

MOSELY’S PRACTICAL HANDY-BOOK OF ELEMENTARY 

LAW, designed for the Use of Articled Cleiks, "with a Course of Study, and 
Hints on Reading for the Intermediate and Final Examinations. Second 
Edition. By Edward Henslowe Bedford, Solicitor. ^7 8 

“This book cannot be too strongly certainly not be the fault of either Author 

recommended to every one who contem- or Editor if the years spent under articles 

plates becoming a solicitor .”—Laiv Ex- are not well spent, and if the work re- 

amination Journal. quired to lay a sound foundation of legal 

“ Mr. E. H. Bedford, indefatigable in knowledge is not done with that ‘know- 
his labours on behalf of the articled clerk, ledge ’ of which they so emphatically de- 
has supervised a new edition of Mosely’s clare the necessity.”— Law Magazine. 
Handy Book of Elementary Law. It will 


Underhill's Settled Land Acts—2nd Edition. 

Just published, in 1 vol., post 8vo., 8s. cloth. 

THE SETTLED LAND ACTS, 1882 & 1884, and the Buies of 
1882, with an Introduction and Notes, and Concise Precedents of Convey¬ 
ancing and Chancery Documents. By A. Underhill, M.A., LL.D., of 
Lincoln’s Inn, Barrister-at-Law. Assisted by B. H. Deane, B.A., of 
Lincoln’s Inn, Barrister-at-Law. 2nd Edition. 1884 


“It is hardly necessary for us to say 
that the present publication is marked 
by the careful tieatment and general ex¬ 
cellence which have distinguished Mr. 
Underhill’s work on Torts, and his other 
works which we have from time to time 
reviewed in the pages of this Journal.”— 
I.aw Examination Journal. 

” Mr. Underhill’s treatment of the Act, 
tl crefore, is, as might have been expected, 
clear and perspicuous. The notes to the 


various sections of the statute are sup¬ 
ported, where necessary, by references 
to decided cases and standard authorities; 
but we are glad to see that he has not 
encumbered them with a profusion of 
technical details and collateral points, 
which may sometimes serve as a guide to 
the practitioner, but rarely obviate the 
necessity of further search at the fountain 
head. The type is especially ^ood, and 
there is an excellent index.”— l'he Field. 
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Underhill's Chancery Procedure. 

Just published, in 1 vol. post 8vo., 10s. 6d. cloth. 

A PRACTICAL and CONCISE MANUAL of the PROCEDURE 
of the CHANCERY DIVISION of the HIGH COURT of JUSTICE, both in 
Actions and Matters. By Arthur Underhill, LL.D., of Lincoln’s Inn, 
Barrister-at-Law, author of “ A Concise Treatise on the Law of Private Trusts 


and Trustees,” “ A Summary of the L 

“This work, coming from the pen of 
the author of the well-known works on 
Torts and Trusts, will be found to be at 
once concise and readable. We would 
advise its perusal by all students and 
young practitioners .”—Justice of the 

“ Mr. Underhill has produced within 
small compass a veryusef ul work on Chan - 
eery Practice .”—Law Students' Journal. 

“ This most excellent treatise on Chan¬ 
cery Practice supplies a long existing 
want. Within a comparatively small 
space Mr. Underhill, in his usual clear, 
emphatic and intelligent manner, has 
supplied the student -with all the neces¬ 
sary information respecting the peculiar 
practice in the Chancery Division. The 
book is divided into three parts—the 


7 of Torts,” &e. 1881 

first division treats of actions and con¬ 
tains eleven sub-divisions; the second 
division treats of matters and contains 
four sub-divisions while the third divi¬ 
sion treats of proceedings common to 
both actions and matters, and also 
contains four sub-division. The work 
cannot fail to be of great service to the 
student, especially if he aspires for 
Honors, and he will find it a complete 
work to his purpose, while to the prac¬ 
titioner such accurate information as is 
conveyed in its pages can hardly fail to 
be of service; and, like its companion 
the now well-known “ Underhill’s 
Torts,” and “ Underhill’s Trustees,” the 
volume will meet with a ready sale.”— 
Gibson's Final. 


Underhill’s Law of Trusts and Trustees—2nd edit. 

1 vol. post 8vo., 12s. 6 d. cloth. 

A CONCISE MANUAL of the LAW relating to PRIVATE 
TRUSTS AND TRUSTEES. By Arthur Underhill, M.A., of Lincoln’s 
Inn, Esq., Barrister-at-Law. Second edition. 1884 


“ From our perusal of this text book, 
we may say that it is a very complete 
and very concise study of this important 
branch of law.The articles con¬ 

taining the propositions of law are cor¬ 
rectly stated, and the illustrations are 
carefully collected and noted.”— Times. 

“ His task was indeed one of great 
difficulty, dealing, as he has done, with a 
subject so complex ; but he has achieved 
it with ability and success. To those 
who are themselves destined to expe¬ 
rience what a famous law reformer called 
‘ the pleasures derived from the condi¬ 
tion of trustee,’ this clearly written 
manual will be no slight boon .”—Irish 
Law Times. 


“Mr. Underhill has, in the above- 
named volume, performed a similar task 
in relation to the ‘Law of Trusts.’ In 
seventy-six articles he has summarized 
the principles of the ‘Law of Trusts’ as 
distinctly and accurately as the subject 
will admit, and has supplemented the 
articles with illustrations. He has chosen 
a branch of the law which appears one 
of the most difficult to deal with in this 
wa j."—Laiv Journal. 

“ The work is intended for those who 
cannot study larger tomes, and Mr. Un¬ 
derhill is sanguine that the student will 
be able to learn and remember all that 
he has written. We believe this to be 
quite possible, and commend the work to 
the attention of students .”—Law Times. 


Underhill’s Law of Torts.—4th edition. 

1 vol. post 8vo., 9s. cloth. 

A SUMMARY OF THE LAW OF TORTS, or WRONGS 

INDEPENDENT OF CONTRACT. Fourth Edition. By A. Underhill, 


M.A., LL.D., of Lincoln’s Inn, Esq., . 

“ He has set forth the elements of the 
law with clearness and accuracy. The 
little work of Mr. ]iiderhill is inexpen¬ 
sive, and may be generally relied on.”— 
Law Times. 

“This work appears fairly to deserve 
the success which it has attained. The 
plan of it is to arrange the law under a 
series of “rules” in large type, and to 
print beneath each “ rule” such cases 


-at-Law. 1884 

and comments as are necessary in ex¬ 
planation. In the present edition, the 
first chapter—which treats of wrongs 
purely ex delicto—has been completely 
re-written, and new chapters upon in¬ 
junctions, negligence and fraud have 
been added, and the whole has been care¬ 
fully corrected and revised. We can 
confidently recommend the book to stu¬ 
dents .”—Laic Journal. 


B 
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LAW WORKS PUBLISHED BY 


Coote’s Probate Practice —9th Edition. 

Just published, in 1 vol. 8vo. 26s. cloth. 

THE COMMON FOEM PEACTICE OF THE HIGH COURT 
OF JUSTICE IN GRANTING PROBATES AND ADMINISTRATIONS. 
Ninth Edition. By Henry Charles Coote, F.S.A., late Proctor in Doctors’ 
Commons, Author of “The Practice of the Ecclesiastical Courts,” &c. &c. 
9th Edition. 


“ The above is another name for what 
is commonly known to the profession as 
Coote’s Probate Practice, a work about 
as indispensable in a solicitor’s office as 
any book of practice that is known to 
us. The seventh edition is chiefly dis¬ 
tinguishable from the sixth edition in 
this, that certain important modifications 
and alterations are effected which have 
been rendered necessary by the Judi¬ 
cature Acts. Judicial decisions subsequent 
to the last edition have been carefully 
noted up. We notice several new and 


1883 

useful forms; and the author has not 
only attempted, but has in the main suc¬ 
ceeded, in adopting the forms and direc¬ 
tions under the old probate practice, as 
embodied in previous editions of the 
work, to the new procedure under the 
Judicature Acts. Solicitors know that 
the difficulties in the way of satisfying 
the different clerks at Somerset House 
are frequently great, and there is nothing 
so likely to tend to simplicity of practice 
as Mr. Coote’s book .”—Law Tims. 


Tristram’s Contentious Probate Practice. 

Just published, demy 8vo. 21s. cloth. 

THE CONTENTIOUS PEACTICE OF THE HIGH COURT 

OF JUSTICE, in respect of Grants of Probates and Administrations, with the 
Practice as to Motions and Summonses in Non-contentious Business. By Thomas 
Hutchinson Tristram, Q.C., D.C.L., Advocate of Doctors’ Commons, of the 
Inner Temple, Chancellor of the Diocese of London. 18*R 

Chadwick’s Probate Court Manual, corrected to 1876. 

Royal 8vo. 12s. cloth. 

EXAMPLES OF ADMINISTRATION BONDS FOR THE 

COURT OF PROBATE ; exhibiting the Principle of various Grants of Admi¬ 
nistration and the correct Mode of preparing the Bonds in respect thereof; a so 
Directions for preparing the Oaths, arranged for practical utility. With. Lxtracts 
from the Statutes; also various Forms of Affirmation prescribed by Acts o 
Parliament, and a Prefatory as well as a Supplemental Notice, ' 3rl ^^ Q o, 1 e 
work down to 1876. By Samuel Chadwick, of Her Majesty’s Court oi Probate. 

Denison and Scott’s House of Lords Practice. 

8vo. 16s. cloth. 

APPEALS TO THE HOUSE OF LORDS: Procedure and 

Practice relative to English, Scotch and Irish Appeals; with the Appeila e 
Jurisdiction Act, 1876; the Standing Orders of the House; Directions 
Agents; Forms, and Tables of Costs. Edited, with Notes, References, an a 
full Index, forming a complete Book of Practice under the new Appeila 
System,^by Charles Marsh Denison and Charles Henderson Scott, 01 * ® 


Middle Temple, Esqs., Barristers-at-Law. 


“The most important portion of the 
work, viz. , that concerning the Procedure 
and Practice on Appeal to the House of 
Lords, contains information of the most 
important kind to those gentlemen who 
have business of this nature; it is well 


and ably compiled, and the practitioner 
will find no difficulty in following 
various steps indicated. 

“ The whole book is well and carefully 
prepared, and is unusually readable m 
its style .”—Justice of the reace. 
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Clerke & Brett’s Conveyancing and Law of 
Property Act, 1881—2nd Edit. 

Just published, in 1 Vol., post 8vo., 7s. 6d. cloth. 

THE CONVEYANCING AND LAW OF PROPERTY ACT, 

1881, together with the Vendor and Purchaser Act, 1874, and the Solicitors’ 
Remuneration Act, 1881. With Notes and an Introduction. By Aubrey St. 
John Clerke, B.A., late Scholar and Student of Trinity College, Dublin, 
and Thomas Brett, LL.B. London University, B.A , late Scholar and Student 
of Trinity College, Dublin, Exhibitioner in Real Property and Equity, and 
Holder of the First Certificate of Honour, Michaelmas, 1869; both of the Middle 
Temple, Esquires, Barristers-at-Law. Second edition. 1882 


“ The introductory chapter deals with 
the effect of the Act in a masterly man¬ 
ner, and shows that the authors are in¬ 
timately acquainted with the subject in 
hand. Each section of this important Act 
is then dealt with fully, and its effect on 
the existing law explained, great pains 
being taken to call attention to the 
clauses which are, and those which are 
not, of retrospective operation ; and the 
work concludes with a consideration of 
the Vendor and Purchaser Act, 1874 
(which is, of course, closely connected 
with the new Act), and the Solicitors’ 
Remuneration Act, 1881. The work is 
written, no doubt, mainly for the prac¬ 


titioner, but the student who is reading 
for examination next year will require 
an accurate knowledge of this Act, and 
it is very doubtful whether he will be 
able to meet with a better treatise on 
it than that contained in the pages being 
considered.”— Gibson's Final. 

“ It is not possible to exaggerate the 
utility of the work brought out by Messrs. 
Clerke and Brett. No student or practi¬ 
tioner who desires to be acquainted with 
the latest phase of real property legis¬ 
lation ought to be without it. The 
authors are to be congratulated upon the 
speed with which they brought out the 
volume.”— Law Examination Journal. 


Just published, in post 8vo., 2s. 6d. sewed. 

THE CONVEYANCING ACT, 1882, together with the General 

Order made in pursuance of the Solicitors’ Remuneration Act, 1881, with Notes, 
and Addenda containing the Rules of the Supreme Court and Order as to Court 
Fees of December, 1882, by Aubrey St. John Clerke, B.A., and Thomas Brett, 
LL.B., B.A., both of the Middle Temple, Esquires, Barristers-at-Law. 

*%* The Addenda may be had separately , price 6d. sewed. 


Baxter’s Judicature Acts.—5tli Edition, with 
Supplement to 1884. 

1 vol., crown 8vo., 15s. cloth. 

BAXTER’S JUDICATURE ACTS AND RULES, containing all 

the Statutes, Rules, Forms, and Decisions to the Present Time. By Wynne 
E. Baxter, Solicitor, Coroner for Sussex, and late Under Sheriff of London and 
Middlesex. Fifth Edition. With Supplement to ] 884. 

*** The Supplement may be had separately , 5s. doth. 

Drewry’s Forms of Claims & Defences in Chancery. 

Post 8vo. 9s. cloth. 

FORMS OF CLAIMS AND DEFENCES IN THE COURTS 
OF THE CHANCERY DIVISION of the HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE. 
With Notes containing an Outline of the Law relating to each of the subjects 
treated, and an Appendix of Forms of Endorsement on the Writ of Summons. 
By C. Stewart Drewry, of the Inner Temple, Esq., Barrister-at-Law, Author 
of a Treatise on Injunctions and of Reports of Cases in Equity, temp. Kindersley, 
V.-C., and other works. 1876 

Trower’s Prevalence of Equity. 

8vo. 5s. cloth. 

A MANUAL OF THE PREVALENCE OF EQUITY under 

Section 25 of the Judicature Act, 1873, amended by the Judicature Act, 1875. 
By Charles Francis Trower, Esq., M. A., of the Inner Temple, Barrister-at-Law, 
late Fellow of Exeter College, and Vinerian Law Scholar, Oxford; Author of 
“The Law of Debtor and Creditor,” “The Law of the Building of Churches 
and Divisions of Parishes,” &c. 1876 
















12 LAW WORKS PUBLISHED BY 


Ortolan’s Roman Law, translated by Prichard & Nasmith. 

8vo. 28s. cloth. 

THE HISTOEY OF ROMAN LAW, from the Text of Ortolan’s 

Histoire de la Legislation Romaine et Generalisation du Droit (Edition of 1870). 
Translated, with the Author’s permission, and Supplemented by a Chronome- 
trical Chart of Roman History. By Iltudus T. Prichard, Esq., F.S.S., and 
David Nasmith, LL.B., Barristers-at-Law. 1871 


Fulton’s Manual of Constitutional History. 

Post 8vo. 7 8. 6d. cloth. 

A MANUAL OF CONSTITUTIONAL HISTORY, founded 

upon the Works of Hallam, Creasy, May and Broom, comprising all the 
fundamental Principles and the leading cases in Constitutional Law. By 
Forrest Fulton, LL.B., B.A., University of London, and of the Middle 
Temple, Esq., Barrister-at-Law. 1875 


Folkard on Slander and Libel.—4th Edition. 

One thick volume, royal 8vo. 45s. cloth. 

THE LAW OF SLANDER AND LIBEL (founded on Starkie’s 

Treatise), including the Pleading and Evidence, Civil and Criminal, adapted to 
the present Procedure: also Malicious Prosecutions and Contempt of Court. 
By Henry C. Folkard, Esq., Barrister-at-Law. Fourth Edition. 1876 


Powell on Evidence—5th Edit. By Cutler & Griffin. 

In the Press, in 1 vol. post 8vo. 

POWELL’S PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF THE LAW 

OF EVIDENCE. Fifth Edition. By J. Cutler, B.A., Professor of English 
Law and Jurisprudence, and Professor of Indian Jurisprudence at King’s College, 
London, and E. F. Griffin, B.A., Barristers-at-Law. 


‘ ‘ The plan adopted is, we think, an 
admirable one for a concise, handy book 
on the subject. The Indian code of 
evidence given at the end of the book 
deserves to be read by every student, 
whether going to India or not. The 
present form of Powell on Evidence is a 
handy, well-printed and carefully pre¬ 
pared edition of a book of deserved re¬ 
putation and authority .”—Law Journal. 

“ The plan of the book is to give 
pretty frequently, and, as far as we can 
discover, in almost every chapter, a 
‘ rule ’ of general application, and then 
to group the cases round it. These rules 
or axioms are printed in a distinctive 
type. The work has been pruned and 
remodelled by the light of the Judicature 


Acts. The authors give in an appendix 
the Indian Evidence Acts, with some 
Indian decisions thereupon, and occa¬ 
sionally notice these acts in the text. On 
the whole we think this is a good edition 
of a good book. It brings down the 
cases to the latest date, and is con¬ 
structed upon a model which we should 
like to see more generally adopted.” 
— Solicitors' Journal. 

‘‘There is hardly any branch of the 
law of greater interest and importance, 
not only to the profession, but to the 
public at large, than the law of evidence. 
We are, therefore, all the more inclined 
to welcome the appearance of the Fourth 
Edition of this valuable work .”—Law 
Examination Journal. 
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Scriven on Copyholds.—6th Edition, by Brown. 

In 1 vol. roy. 8vo. 30s. cloth. 

A TREATISE on the LAAV of COPYHOLDS and of the OTHER 
TENURES (Customary and Freehold) of LANDS within MANORS, with the 
LAW of MANORS and MANORIAL CUSTOMS generally, and the RULES 
of EVIDENCE applicable thereto, including the LAW of COMMONS or 
WASTE LANDS, and also the JURISDICTION of the various MANORIAL 
COL T RTS. By John Scriven. The Sixth Edition, thoroughly revised, re¬ 
arranged and brought down to the present time, by Archibald Brown, Esq., 
of the Middle Temple, Barrister-at-Law, B.C.L., &c., Editor of “ Bainbridge 
on the Law of Mines.” 1882 

Bainbridge’s Law of Mines and Minerals—4th Edit. 

1 vol. roy. 8vo. 45s. cloth. 

A TREATISE on the LAW OF MINES AND MINERALS. 

By William Bainbridge, Esq., F.G-.S., of the Inner Temple, Barrister-at-Law. 
Fourth Edition. By Archibald Brown, M.A., Edin. and Oxon, of the Middle 
Temple, Barrister-at-Law. This work has been wholly re-cast, and in the 
greater part re-written. It contains, also, several chapters of entirely now 
matter, which have obtained at the present day great mining importance. 1878 

“Much of the old work has been re¬ 
written, and there is much in this edition 
that is entirely new. The whole of the 
law relating to mines and minerals is 
treated in an exhaustive manner. As 
coming more particularly within our 
own peculiar province, we may notice 
Chapter XII., which deals with criminal 
offences relatingto mines; ChapterXIII., 
as to the statutory regulation and inspec¬ 
tion of mines; and Chapter XV., which 
contains the law relating to the rating 
of mines and quarries, comprising the 
liability of coal and other mines and 
quarries to the poor and other rates— 

The tenancy—Improvements to be in¬ 
cluded—Allowances and deductions to 
be made—Rateable value, and all other 
matters necessary to make this portion 
of the work most valuable to those con¬ 
cerned in the rating of such property. 

“ The appendix contains a valuable 
collection of conveyancing forms—Local 
Customs—A Glossary of English Mining 
Terms, and a full and well arranged 

Paley’s Summary Convictions.—6th Edition. 

In 1 vol. 8vo. 24s. cloth. 

THE LAW and PRACTICE of SUMMARY CONVICTIONS 
under the SUMMARY JURISDICTION ACTS, 1848 and 1879, including 
proceedings preliminary and subsequent to Convictions, and the responsibility of 
Convicting Magistrates and their Officers: with Forms.. Sixth Edition. By 
Walter H. Macnamara, Esq., of the Inner Temple, Barrister-at-Law. 1879 


Davis on Registration.—2nd. Ed., with Supplement. 

1 vol. post 8vo. 15*'. cloth. 

THE LAW OF REGISTRATION, PARLIAMENTARY AND 

MUNICIPAL, with all the Statutes and Cases. With a Supplement including 
the Cases decided on Appeal on the Parliamentary and Municipal Registr ation 
Act, 1878. By James Edward Davis, Esq., Barrister-at-Law. 1880 

%* The Supplement may he had separately , price 2s. 6d. seued. 


Index facilitates the reference to the con¬ 
tents of the volume. 

“The cases cited are brought down to a 
very recent date. The work undertaken 
by Mr. Brown was an arduous one, and 
he has satisfactorily performed it.”— 
Justice of Peace on \th edit. 

‘ f This work must be already familiar to 
all readers whose practice brings them in 
any manner in connection with mines or 
mining, and they well know its value. 
We can only say of this new edition that 
it is in all respects worthy of its pre¬ 
decessors .”—Law Times on 3 rd edit. 

“It would be entirely superfluous to 
attempt a general review of a work which 
has for so long a period occupied the 
position of the standard work on this 
important subject. Those only who, by 
the nature of their practice, have learned 
to lean upon Mr. Bainbridge as on a 
solid staff, can appreciate the deep re¬ 
search, the admirable method, and the 
graceful style of this model treatise.”— 
Law Journal on 3rd edit. 
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Oke’s Magisterial Synopsis —13tli Edition. 

Just published, in 2 thick vols. 8vo. 63s. cloth, 71s. half calf, 73s. calf. 

A PEACTICAL GUIDE for MAGISTEATES, their CLEEKS, 

SOLICITOES and CONSTABLES ; comprising Summary Convictions and 
Indictable Offences, with their Penalties, Punishments, Procedure, &c., alpha¬ 


betically and tabularly arranged. 13th 1 
Recorder of Bath, and now one of the 
“The best criticism of a lawbook is 
that it is useful, and that the profession 
has made use of twelve editions of a 
work and requires a thirteenth is very 
high commendation of a venture in legal 
literature. Mr. Oke’s work is too well 
known to require description; too much 
valued to require criticism. Indeed, a 
Synopsis like this cannot properly be re¬ 
viewed. Its value can be ascertained by 
those who have had frequent recourse to 
it in the course of practice. The plan of 
the book is familiar to most readers. It 
is, like the subject-matter of the juris¬ 
diction of magistrates, divided into two 
parts—one dealing with summary convic¬ 
tions, the other with indictable offences. 


it. By Thomas W. Saundees, Esq., late 
Metropolitan Police Magistrates. 1881 
The work is then for the most part 
arranged alphabetically and tabularly. 
Merely as a means of finding the nature 
of offences and of discovering under what 
statute they are punishable, the work is 
an invaluable one. But the Synopsis 
contains a good deal more information. 
In the same table the reader can at once 
see within what time the information 
must be laid, the number of justices to 
convict, the penalty, &c., and modes of 
enforcing obedience. The amount of 
independent research which is thus saved 
to practitioners and justices is immense, 
and the value of the work is in the direct 
ratio to the amount of labour thus ren¬ 
dered unnecessary.”— Times. 


Oke’s Magisterial Formulist.— 6tb Edition. 

8vo. 38s. cloth; 42s. half calf; 43s. calf. 

BEING a complete COLLECTION of POEMS AND PEE- 

CEDENTS for practical use in all Cases out of Quarter Sessions, and in 
Parochial matters, by Magistrates, their Clerks, Solicitors and Constables. 
Sixth Edition. By Thomas W. Saundees, Esq., late Recorder of Bath, and now 
one of the Metropolitan Police Magistrates. 1881 

Oke’s Fishery Laws—2nd Edit., with Supplement 
to 1884, by Bund. 

Post 8vo. 6.9. cloth. 

A HANDY BOOK of the FISHERY" LAW 7 S: containing the Law 

as to Fisheries, Private and Public, in the Inland Waters of England and Wales, 
and the Freshwater Fisheries Preservation Act, 1878, with the Acts, Decisions, 
Notes, and Forms. 2nd Edit. With Supplement containing the Act of 1884. By 
J. W. Willis Bund, M.A., LL.B., of Lincoln’s Inn, Barrister-at-Law. 1884 

*** The Supplement may be had separately , Is. sewed. 

Oke’s Game Laws.—3rd Edition, by Bund. 

Post 8vo. 16s. cloth. 

A HANDY BOOK of the GAME LAW 7 S: containing the 
whole Law as to Game Licences and Certificates, Gun Licences, Poaching 
Prevention, Trespass, Rabbits, Deer, Dogs, Birds and Poisoned Grain, Sea 
Birds, Wild Birds and Wild Fowl, and the Rating of Game throughout the 
United Kingdom, w ith the Acts, Decisions, Notes and Forms. 3rd Edit., with 
Supplement containing the Wild Birds Protection Act, 1880, and the Ground Game 
Act, 1880. By J. W. Willis Bund, M.A., LL.B., Barrister-at-Law. 1881 
*** The Supplement may be had separately , 2s. 6d. sewed. 

Oke’s Licensing Laws.—2nd Edition. 

Post 8vo. 10s. cloth. 

THE LAWS as to LICENSING INNS, &c.: containing the 

Licensing Acts, 1872 and 1874, and the other Acts in force as to Alehouses, 
Beer-houses, Wine and Refreshment-houses, Shops, &c., where Intoxicating 
Liquors are sold, and Billiaid and Occasional Licences, with Explanatory Notes, 
x e JL ut ^ orized Porais of Licences, Tables of Oflences, &c. Second Edition. 
Ey V\ . C. Glen, Esq., Barrister-at-Law. 1874 
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Flood on Making Wills. 

This day is published, in 1 vol. post 8vo. 5s. cloth. 

THE PITFALLS OF TESTATORS. A few Hints about the 

Making’ of Wills. By John C. H. Flood, of the Middle Temple, Esq., Barrister- 
at-Law. 1884 


Bund’s Law of Salmon Fisheries, corrected to 1876. 

Post 8vo. 16«. cloth. 

THE LAW RELATING TO THE SALMON FISHEBIES 

OF ENGLAND AND WALES, as amended by the Salmon Fishery Act, 1873, 
incorporating the Bye-laws, Statutes and Cases to November, 1876. By J. W. 
Willis Bund, M.A., LL.B., of Lincoln’s Inn, Esq., Barrister-at-Law, Vice- 
Chairman Severn Fishery Board. 

The Supplement, embodying the Legislation, Bye-laws and Cases to November, 
1876, may be had separately. Price 15. sewed. 


Gurney’s Shorthand.—18th Edition. 

This day is published, in 1 vol. post 8vo. 35. cloth. 

A TEXT BOOK of the GURNEY SYSTEM of SHORTHAND. 

Eighteenth Edition. Edited by W. B. Gurnet & Sons, Shorthand Writers to 
the Houses of Parliament. 1884 

Davis’s County Courts Practice.—6th Edition. 

THE PRACTICE IN ACTIONS IN THE COUNTY COURTS. 

By James Edward Davis, of the Middle Temple, Esq., Barrister-at-Law. 
Sixth Edition. \J n P rei>s 


Davis’s Labour Laws of 1875. 

8vo. 12.9. cloth. 

THE LABOUE LAWS OF 1875, with Introduction and Notes. 
By J. E. Davis, of the Middle Temple, Esq., Barrister-at-Law, and late Police 
Magistrate for Sheffield. 18/5 


Saunders’ Law of Negligence. 

One vol. post 8vo. 95. cloth. 

A TEEATISE on the LAW APPLICABLE to NEGLIGENCE. 
By Thomas W. Saunders, Esq., Barrister-at-Law, Recorder of Bath. 1871 


Ingram’s Law of Compensation—2nd Edit, hy Elmes. 

Post 8vo. 125. cloth. 

COMPENSATION TO LAND AND HOUSE OWNERS: 

being a Treatise on the Law of the Compensation for Interests in Lands, &c. 
payable by Railway and other Public Companies; with an Appendix of Forms and 
Statutes. By Thomas Dunbar Ingram, of Lincoln’s Inn, Esq., Barrister-at-Law. 
Second Edition. By J. J. Elmes, of the Inner Temple, Esq., Barrister-at-Law. 
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Brett’s Bankruptcy Act, 1883. 

Just published, in 1 vol. post 8vo. 14s. cloth. 

THE BANKRUPTCY ACT, 1883; with an Introductory 
Chapter, Notes, Index, &c. And SUPPLEMENT containing a Table showing 
the parts of the Act and Rules which are to be read together ; a Summary of the 
points of importance contained in the Rules, and the Table of Fees of the 28th 
December, 1883. By Thomas Brett, LL.B., Lond. Univ., B.A., Exhibitioner 
in Real Property and Equity, and Holder of the First Certificate of Honour, 
Michaelmas, 1869, and Joint Editor of “ Clerke and Brett’s Conveyancing Acts.” 

*** Supplement only , Is. 6d. 


Shelford’s Companies— 2nd Edit. By Pitcairn & Latliam. 

8vo. 21s. cloth. 

SHELFORD’S LAW OF JOINT STOCK COMPANIES; 

containing a Digest of the Case Law on that Subject; the Companies Acts, 1862, 
1867, and other Acts relating to Joint Stock Companies; the Orders made under 
those Acts to regulate Proceedings in the Court of Chancery and County Courts, 
and Notes of all Cases interpreting the above Acts and Orders. Second Edition, 
much enlarged, and bringing the Statutes and Cases down to the date of publi¬ 
cation. By David Pitcairn, M.A., Fellow of Magdalen College, Oxford, and 
of Lincoln’s Inn, Barrister-at-Law; and Francis Law Latham, B.A., Oxon, 
of the Inner Temple, Barrister-at-Law, Author of “A Treatise on the Law of 
Window Lights.” 1870 

Shelford’s Law of Railways.—4th Edition by Glen. 

In 2 thick vols. royal 8vo. 63s. cloth; 75s. calf. 

SHELFORD’S LAW OF RAILWAYS ; containing the whole of 

the Statute Law for the Regulation of Railways in England, Scotland and 
Ireland: with copious Notes of Decided Cases upon the Statutes, Introduction 
to the Law of Railways, and Appendix of Official Documents. Fourth Edition. 
By William Cunningham Glen, Barrister-at-Law, Author of the “Law of 
Highways,” “Law of Public Health and Local Government,” &c. 1869 


Grant’s Bankers and Banking Companies.—4th Ed. 

Just published, in 1 vol. 8vo. 29s. cloth. 

GRANT’S TREATISE ON THE LAW RELATING TO 

BANKERS AND BANKING COMPANIES. With an Appendix containing 
the most important Statutes in force relating thereto. Fourth Edition. With 
Supplement containing the Bills of Exchange and Bills of Sales Acts, 1882. 
By C. C. M. Plumptre, Esq., of the Middle Temple, Barrister-at-Law. 

*** The Supplement may be had separately , price 3s. sewed . 

>A/ v/wwwv/ 

Redman's Law of Arbitrations and Awards. 
2nd Edition. 

Just published, in 8vo. 18s. cloth. 

A CONCISE TREATISE on the LAW of ARBITRATIONS 

and AWARDS, with an Appendix of Precedents and Statutes. By Joseph 
Hawoeth Redman, of the Middle Temple, Esq., Barrister-at-Law. Second 
Edition. 2384 
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Mozley’s Married Women’s Property Acts. 

Just published in demy 8vo., 2s. &d. sewed. 

THE MARRIED WOMEN’S PROPERTY ACTS, with an 

Introduction and Notes on the Act of 1882. By Herbert Newman Mozley, 
M.A., of Lincoln’s Inn, Barrister-at-Law. 1883 


Crump’s Marine Insurance and General Average. 

Royal 8vo. 21s. cloth, 26s. calf. 

THE PRINCIPLES of the LAW RELATING TO MARINE 

INSURANCE and GENERAL AVERAGE in England and America, with 
occasional references to French and German Law. By Frederic Octavius Crump, 
of the Middle Temple, Esq., Barrister-at-Law. 1876 


Powell’s Law of Inland Carriers.—2nd Edition. 

8vo. 14s. cloth. 

THE LAW OF INLAND CAlRRIERS, especially as regulated 

by the Railway and Canal Traffic Act, 1854. By Edmund Powell, Esq., of 
Lincoln College, Oxon, M.A., and of the Western Circuit, Barrister-at-Law, 
Author of “Principles and Practice of the Law of Evidence.” Second Edition, 
almost re-written. 1861 

Higgins’s Digest of Patent Cases. 

8vo. 10s. cloth, net. 

A DIGEST OF THE REPORTED CASES relating to the Law 
and Practice of LETTERS PATENT FOR INVENTIONS, decided from the 
passing of the Statute of Monopolies to the present time. By Clement Higgins, 
M.A., F.C.S., of the Inner Temple, Barrister-at-Law. 1875 


Michael and Will’s Gas and Water.—3rd Edition. 

Just published, demy 8vo. price 30s. 

THE LAW RELATING TO GAS AND WATER: comprising 

the Rights and Duties as well of Local Authorities as of Private Companies 
in regard thereto, and including all Legislation to the close of the last Session 
of Parliament. By W. H. Michael, Q.C., and J. SniRESS Will, Q.C. Third 
Edition. By M. J. Michael, of the Middle Temple, Barrister-at-Law. 1884 


Fawcett’s Law of Landlord and Tenant. 

8vo. 14s. cloth. 

A COMPENDIUM of the LAW of LANDLORD and TENANT. 

By William Mitc hell Fawcett, of Lincoln’s Inn, Esq., Barrister-at-Law. 

1871 

Dixon’s Law of Partnership. 

One vol. 8vo. 22s. cloth. 

A TREATISE ON THE LAW .OF PARTNERSHIP. 

By Joseph Dixon, of Lincoln’s Inn, Esq., Barrister-at-Law, Editor of “Lush’s 
Common Law Practice.” 1866 
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Hunt on Frauds and Bills of Sale. 

Post 8yo. 9s. cloth. 

THE LAW relating to FRAUDULENT CONVEYANCES, 

under the Statutes of Elizabeth and the Bankrupt Acts: with Remarks on the 
Law relating to Bills of Sale. By Arthur Joseph Hunt, of the Inner Temple, 
Esq., Barrister-at-Law, Author of “The Law relating to Boundaries, Fences and 
Foreshores.” 1872 

Hunt’s Boundaries and Fences.—3rd Edition. 

Just published, in 1 vol., post 8vo., 14s. cloth. 

THE LAW of BOUNDARIES and FENCES in relation to the 

Sea-shore and Sea-bed; Public and Private Rivers and Lakes; Mines and 
Private Properties generally ; Railways, Highways and other Ways and Roads, 
Canals and Waterworks ; Parishes and Counties ; Inclosures, &c., together with 
the Rules of Evidence and the Remedies applicable thereto, and including the 
Law of Party-Walls and Party-Structures, both generaHy and within the Metro¬ 
polis. By Arthur Joseph Hunt, Esq., of the Inner Temple, Barrister-at-Law. 
3rd Edit. By Archibald Brown, Esq., of the Middle Temple, Barrister-at-Law. 


Chute’s Equity in Relation to Common Law. 

Post 8vo. 9.s. cloth. 

EQUITY UNDER THE JUDICATUEE ACT, or THE 
RELATION OF EQUITY TO COMMON LAW: with an Appendix con- 
taming the High Court of Judicature Act, 1873, and the Schedule of Rules. 
By Chaloner William Chute, Barrister-at-Law; Fellow of Magdalen College, 
Oxford. 1874 

Roberts’s Principles of Equity.—3rd Edition. 

8vo. 18s. cloth. 

THE PRINCIPLES OF EQUITY as administered in the 

Supreme Court of Judicature and other Courts of Equitable Jurisdiction. By 
Thomas Archibald Roberts, of the Middle Temple, Esq., Bamster-at-Law. 
Third Edition. -__ 

Wigram on Extrinsic Evidence as to Wills.—4th Ed. 

8vo. 11s. cloth. 

AN EXAMINATION OE THE EXILES OE LAW respecting 
the Admission of EXTRINSIC EVIDENCE in Aid of the INTERPRETATION 
OF WILLS. By the Right Hon. Sir James Wigram, Knt. The yZ 
Edition, prepared for the press with the sanction of the learned Author, oy 
Knox Wigram, M.A., of Lincoln’s Inn, Esq., Barrister-at-Law. 


Rouse’s Copyhold Manual.—3rd Edition. 

12mo. 10s. 6d. cloth. 

THE COPYHOLD ENFRANCHISEMENT MANUAL, 

giving the Law, Practice and Forms in Enfranchisements at Common Law and 
under Statute, and in Commutations; with the Values of Enfranchisements from 
the Lord’s various Rights: the Principles of Calculation being clearly explained 
and made practical by numerous Rules, Tables and Examples. Also all the 
Copyhold Acts, and several other Statutes and Notes. Third Edition. By 
Rolla Rouse, Esq., of the Middle Temple, Barrister-at-Law, Author of “The 
Practical Conveyancer,” &c. 1866 
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Rouse’s Conveyancer.—3rd Edit, with Supplement, 

Two vols. 8vo., 30s. cloth, 38s. calf. 

THE PRACTICAL CONVEYANCER, giving, in a mode 

combining facility of reference with general utility, upwards of Four Hundred 
Precedents of Conveyances, Mortgages and Leases, Settlements, and Miscel¬ 
laneous Forms, with (not in previous editions) the Law and numerous Outline 
Forms and Clauses of Wills and Abstracts of Statutes affecting Real Property, 
Conveyancing Memoranda, &c. By Rolla Rouse, Esq., of the Middle Temple, 
Barrister-at-Law, Author of “The Practical Man,” &c. Third Edition, greatly 
enlarged. With a Supplement, giving Abstracts of the Statutory Provisions 
affecting the Practice in Conveyancing ; and the requisite Alterations in Forms, 
with some New Forms; and including a full Abstract in numbered Clauses of 
the Stamp Act, 1870. 1871 

The Supplement separately , price Is. 6c?. sewed. 


Lewis’s Introduction to Conveyancing. 

8vo. 18s. cloth. 

PRINCIPLES OF CONVEYANCING explained and illustrated 

by Concise Precedents ; with an Appendix on the effect of the Transfer of Land 
Act in modifying and shortening Conveyances. By Hubert Lewis, B.A., late 
Scholar of Emmanuel College, Cambridge, of the Middle Temple, Barrister-at- 
Law. 1863 


Barry’s Practice of Conveyancing. 

8vo. 18s. cloth. 

A TREATISE ON THE PRACTICE OF CONVEYANCING. 

By W. Whittaker Barry, Esq., of Lincoln’s Inn, Barrister-at-Law, late Holder 
of the Studentship of the Inns of Court, and Author of “A Treatise on the 
Statutory Jurisdiction of the Court of Chancery.” 1865 


Kelly’s Conveyancing Draftsman.—2nd Edition. 


Post 8vo., 12s. 6 d. cloth. 

THE DRAFTSMAN: containing a Collection of Concise Prece¬ 
dents and Forms in Conveyancing; with Introductory Observations and 
Practical Notes. 2nd Edition. By James Henry Kelly. 1881 


“A collection of concise forms and 
precedents in conveyancing which has 
the advantage of being in a portable 
form and yet containing most of the 
forms which are likely to be required in 
ordinary practice. Prefixed to the forms 
are short introductory practical observa¬ 
tions, which are sure to repay a careful 


reading.”— Justice of the Peace. 

“This edition is a considerable enlarge¬ 
ment of, and, we may add, a substantial 
improvement on the first edition. The 
forms of ‘ notices ’ are well drawn, and 
there are several of the ‘ miscellaneous ’ 
forms which are aptly selected.”— Law 
Journal. 


Coombs’ Manual of Solicitors’ Bookkeeping. 

8vo. 10s 0>d. cloth. 

A MANUAL of SOLICITORS’ BOOKKEEPING: comprising 

Practical Exemplifications of a Concise and Simple Plan of Double Entry, with 
Forms of Account and other Books relating to Bills, Cash, &c., showing their 
Operation, giving Instructions for Keeping, Posting and Balancing them, and 
Directions for Drawing Costs, adapted to a large or small, sole or partnership 
business. By W. B. Coombs, Law Accountant and Costs Draftsman. 1868 
The various Account BooJcs described in the above System , the forms of which 
are copyright , may be had from the Publishers at the prices stated in the work , 
page 274. 
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Edwards and Hamilton’s Law of Husband and Wife. 

Just published, in 1 vol., post 8vo., 16s. cloth. 

THE LAW OF HUSBAND AND WIFE: with separate 

Chapters upon Marriage Settlements, and the Married Women’s Property Act, 
1882. By John William Edwards and William Frederick Hamilton, LL.D., 
Esquires, of the Middle Temple, Barristers-at-Law. 1883 


Phillimore’s Commentaries on International Law. 


Third Edition, Vol. I., 8vo. 24s. cloth; Vol. II., 26s. cloth. 


COMMENTARIES ON INTERNATIONAL LAW. 

By the Right Hon. Sir Robert Phillimore, Knt., Member of H.M.’s Most Hon. 
Privy Council, and Judge of the High Court of Admiralty of England. 1879 

*** Vol. IV., price 34s. cloth, of the Second Edition may be had separately to 

complete set. 

A Third Edition of Vol. III. is in the Press. 


“ The second edition of Sir Robert 
Phillimore’s Commentaries contains a 
considerable amount of valuable ad¬ 
ditional matter, bearing more especially 
on questions of international law raised 
by the wars and contentions that have 
broken out in the world since the publi¬ 
cation of the first edition. Having upon 
a former occasion discussed at some 
length the general principles and execu¬ 
tion of this important work, we now 
propose to confine ourselves to a brief 
examination of a single question, on 
which Sir Robert Phillimore may justly 


be regarded as the latest authority and 
as the champion of the principles of 
maritime law, which, down to a recent 
period, were maintained by this country, 
and which were at one time accepted 
without question by the maritime powers. 
Sir Robert Phillimore has examined with 
his usual learning, and established with¬ 
out the possibility of doubt, the history 
of the doctrine ‘ free ships, free goods,’ 
and its opposite, in the third volume of 
his ‘Commentaries’ (p. 302).”— Edin¬ 
burgh Review. No. 296, October, 1876. 


Hertslet’s Commercial Treaties. 

14 vols. 8vo. 181. 19s. boards. 

HERTSLET’S TREATIES of Commerce, Navigation, Slave 
Trade, Post Office Communications, Copyright, &c., at present subsisting 
between Great Britain and Foreign Powers. Compiled from Authentic Docu¬ 
ments by Edward Hertslet, Esq., C.B., Librarian and Keeper of the Papers 
of the Foreign Office. 

*** Vol. 1, price 12s.; Vol. 2, price 12s.; Vol. 3, price 18s.; Vol. 4, price 18s.; 

Vol. 5, price 20s.; Vol. 6, price 25s.; Vol. 7, price 30s.; Vol. 8, price 30s.; 

Vol. 9, price 30s.; Vol. \§, price 30s.; Vol. 11, price 30s.; Vol. 12, price 40s.; 

Vol. 13, price 42s.; Vol. 14, price 42s. cloth, may be had separately to complete 

sets. Vol. 12 includes an Index of Subjects to the first Twelve Volumes, which 
Index is also sold separately, price 10s. cloth. 


Hertslet’s Treaties on Trade and Tariffs. 

In royal 8vo. 

TREATIES and TARIFFS regulating the Trade between Great 

Britain and Foreign Nations, and Extracts of the Treaties between Foreign 
Powers, containing “Most Favoured Nation” Clauses applicable to Great 
Britain in force on the 1st January, 1875. By Edward Hertslet, Esq., C.B., 
Librarian and Keeper of the Papers of the Foreign Office. Part I.— Austria, 
Is. 6 d. cloth. Part II.— Turkey, 15s. cloth. Part III.— Italy, 15s. cloth. 
Partly.— China, 10s. cloth. Part V.— Spain. 11. Is. cloth. Part VI.— Japan, 
15s. cloth. 
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Lawson on Patents, &c. 

Just published, in 1 vol. demy 8vo., 155. cloth. 

THE PRACTICE AS TO LETTERS PATENT FOR INVEN¬ 
TIONS, COPYRIGHT IN DESIGNS and REGISTRATION of TRADE 
MARKS, under the Patents, Designs and Trade Marks Act, 1883, with the 
Practice in Actions for Infringement of Patents ; arranged as a Commentary od 
the Act, with the Rules and Forms, and an Appendix of Orders made in Patent 
Actions. By William Norton Lawson, M.A., of Lincoln’s Inn, Barrister-at- 
Law, Recorder of Richmond. 1884 


J. Chitty, jun’s. Precedents in Pleading.—3rd Ed. 

Complete in 1 vol. royal 8vo. 38s. cloth. 

J. CHITTY, Jun’s. PRECEDENTS IN PLEADING; with 

copious Notes on Practice, Pleading and Evidence. Third Edition. By the 
late Tompson Chitty, Esq., and by Leofric Temple, R. G. W illiam s, and 
Charles Jeffery, Esquires, Barristers-at-Law. (Part 2 may, for the present, 
be had separately, price 18s. cloth, to complete sets.) 1868 


Underhill’s “Freedom of Land.”—2nd Edition. 

Just published, demy 8vo., price Is. 

“FREEDOM OF LAND,” and WHAT IT IMPLIES. By 

Arthur Underhill, LL.D., of Lincoln’s Inn, Barrister-at-Law, Author of 
“A Treatise on the Law of Private Trusts,” “A Manual of Chancery 
Procedure,” &c. &c. Second edition. 1882 


Baylis’s Law of Domestic Servants—By Monckton. 

Fourth Edition. Foolscap 8vo. 2s. cloth. 

THE RIGHTS, DUTIES and RELATIONS OF DOMESTIC 

SERVANTS and their MASTERS and MISTRESSES. With a Short Account 
of the Servants’ Institutions, &c. and their Advantages. By T. Henry Baylis, 
M.A., of Brasenose College, Oxford, Barrister-at-Law of the Inner Temple. 
Fourth Edition, with considerable Additions, by Edward P. Monckton, Esq., 
B. A., of Trinity College, Cambridge, Barrister-at-Law of the Inner Temple. 1873 


Clifford & Stephens’s Practice of Referees Court, 1873. 

Two vols. royal 8vo. 3 1. 10s. cloth. 

THE PRACTICE of the COURT of REFEREES on PRIVATE 

BILLS in PARLIAMENT, with Reports of Cases as to the locus standi of 
Petitioners during the Sessions 1867-68-69-70-71 and 72. By Frederick 
Clifford and Pembroke S. Stephens, Barristers - at* La w. 


Just published, royal 8vo. Vol. I. Part I. price 31s. 6 d. ; Part II. 15s. sewed: 
Vol. II. Part I. 12s. 6c?. ; Part II. 12s. 6d. ; Part III. 12s. 6d. ; Part IV. 15s.: 
Vol. III. Part I. 15s.; Part II. 15s. ; Part III. 15s. ; Part IV. 15s. 

In continuation of the above, 

CASES DECIDED DURING THE SESSIONS 1873, 1874, 1875, 
1876, 1877, 1878, 1879, 1880, 1881, 1882, 1883 and 1884 by the COURT of 
REFEREES on PRIVATE BILLS in PARLIAMENT. By Frederick 
Clifford and A. G. Rickards, Esquires, Barristers-at-Law. 
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Christie Crabb’s Conveyancing—6th Edition. 

In the Press, in two vols. royal 8vo. 

CRABB’S COMPLETE SERIES OF PRECEDENTS IN 

CONVEYANCING and of COMMON and COMMERCIAL FORMS in Alpha¬ 
betical Order, adapted to the Present State of the Law and the Practice of Con¬ 
veyancing; with copious Prefaces, Observations and Notes on the several Deeds. 
By J. T. Christie, Esq., Barrister-at-Law. The Sixth Edition, with numerous 
Corrections and Additions, by William Woodhouse Fisher, Esq., of Lincoln’s 
Inn, Barrister-at-Law. [i» the Press 


Mr. Justice Lush’s Common Law Practice. 

3rd Edition by Dixon. 

Two vols. 8vo. 46s. cloth. 

LUSH’S PRACTICE OF THE SUPERIOR COURTS 

OF COMMON LAW AT WESTMINSTER, in Actions and Proceedings over 
which they have a Common Jurisdiction: with Introductory Treatises respecting 
Parties to Actions; Attornies and Town Agents, their Qualifications, Rights, 
Duties, Privileges and Disabilities; the Mode of Suing, whether in Person or by 
Attorney in Forma Pauperis, &c. &c. &c.; and an Appendix, containing the 
Authorized Tables of Costs and Fees, Forms of Proceedings and Writs of Execution. 
Third Edition. By Joseph Dixon, of Lincoln’s Inn, Esq., Barrister-at-Law. 1865 


Coote’s Admiralty Practice.—2nd Edition. 

8vo. 165. cloth. 

THE PRACTICE of the HIGH COURT OF ADMIRALTY 

OF ENGLAND : also the Practice of the Judicial Committee of Her Majesty’s 
Most Honorable Privy Council in Admiralty Appeals, with Forms and Bills of 
Costs. By Henry Charles Coote, F.S.A., one of the Examiners of the High 
Court of Admiralty, Author of “The Practice of the Court of Probate, &c. 
Second Edition, almost entirely re-written, with a Supplement giving the County 
Courts Jurisdiction and Practice in Admiralty , the Act of 1868, Rules, Orders, &c. 

1869 

* * This work contains every Common Form in use by the Practitioner in Admiralty, 
as well as every description of Bill of Costs in that Court , a feature possessed by 
no other work on the Practice in Admiralty. 


Davis’s Criminal Law Consolidation Acts. 

12mo. 105. cloth. 

THE NEW CRIMINAL LAW CONSOLIDATION ACTS, 

1861; with an Introduction and practical Notes, illustrated by a copious 
reference to Cases decided by the Court of Cr imin al Appeal. Together with 
alphabetical Tables of Offences, as well those punishable upon Summary 
Conviction as upon Indictment, and including the Offences under the New 
Bankruptcy Act, so arranged as to present at one view the particular Offence, 
the Old or New Statute upon which it is founded, and the Limits of Punishment; 
and a full Index. By James Edward Davis, Esq., Barrister-at-Law. 1861 


De Colyar’s Law of Guarantees. 

8vo. 145. cloth. 

A TREATISE ON THE LAW OF GUARANTEES AND 
OF PRINCIPAL AND SURETY. By Heney A. DE Colyae, of the Middle 
Temple, Esq., Barrister-at-Law. 1874 
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Bedford’s Final Guide to Probate and Divorce. 
2nd Edition. 

Just published, in 1 vol. post 8vo. 6s. cloth. 

THE FINAL EXAMINATION GUIDE TO THE LAW 

OF PROBATE AND DIVORCE : containing a Digest of Final Examination 
Questions, with the Answers. Second Edition. By E. H. Bedford, Solicitor, 
Temple, Author of the ‘ ‘ Final Examination Guide to the Practice of the Supreme 
Court of Judicature,” &c. &o. 

Bedford’s Final Guide to Judicature Acts, 1873-5. 

One vol. 8vo. 7s. 6 d. cloth. 

THE FINAL EXAMINATION GUIDE TO THE PRACTICE 

OF THE SUPREME COURT OF JUDICATURE: containing a Digest of 
the Final Examination Questions, with many new ones, with Answers under the 
Supreme Court of Judicature Acts. By Edward Henslowe Bedford, Solicitor, 
Editor of the “Preliminary,” “Intermediate,” and “Final,” &c. &c. 1875 

By the same Author, on a Sheet, Is. 

A TABLE OF THE LEADING STATUTES for the INTER- 

MEDIATE and FINAL EXAMINATIONS in Law, Equity and Conveyancing. 


Collier’s Law of Contributories. 

Post 8vo. 9s. cloth. 

A TREATISE ON THE LAW OF CONTRIBUTORIES in 

the Winding-up of Joint Stock Companies. By Robert Collier, of the Inner 
Temple, Esq., Barrister-at-Law. 1875 


Pye on Claims to Debtors’ Estates. 

Post 8vo. 3s. 6d. cloth. 

NOTES ON THE CONFLICTING CLAIMS TO THE PRO¬ 
PERTY OF A DEBTOR. By Henry John Pye, of the Inner Temple, Esq., 
Barrister-at-Law. 1880 


Nasmith’s Institutes of English Law. 

4 vols. post 8vo. 30s. cloth. 

THE INSTITUTES OF ENGLISH LAW.—Part 1, English 

Public Law. Part 2, English Private Law (in 2 vols.). Part 3, Evidence and 
the Measure of Damages. By David Nasmith, LL.B., of the Middle Temple, 
Barrister-at-Law, Author of the Chronometrical Chart of the History of 
England, &c. 1873—1879 

* * The above may be had separately to complete sets at the following prices :— 
Part 1, 10s. cloth. Part 2, 20s. cloth. Part 3, 10s. cloth. 


Cutler and Griffin’s Indian Criminal Law. 

8vo. 6s. cloth. 

AN ANALYSIS of the INDIAN PENAL CODE (including 

the Indian Penal Code Amendment Act, 1870), with Notes. By John Cutler, 
B.A., of Lincoln’s Inn, Barrister-at-Law, and Edmund Fuller Griffin, B.A., 
of Lincoln’s Inn, Barrister-at-Law. 1871 
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The Law Examination Journal. 

Edited by Herbert Newman Mozley, M.A., 

Fellow of King’s College, Cambridge; and of Lincoln’s Inn, Esq., Barrister-at-Law. 

Vol. I. Michaelmas, 1869, to Hilary, 1873. 16s. cloth. 

II. Easter, 1873, to Trinity, 1876. 15s. cloth. 

III. Michaelmas, 1876, to Michaelmas, 1880. 18s. 6d. cloth. 

IV. Hilary, 1881, to Hilary, 1885. 18s. 6d. cloth. 


Bar Examination Journal. 

EDITED BY 


A. D. TYSSEN, B.C.L., M.A., Sir R. K. WILSON, Bart., M.A., 
and W. D. EDWARDS, LL.B., Barristers-at-Law. 

8 vo., 3s. each, by post 3s. Id. ; No. 13, price 6s. 

Nos. 3, 6, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14 and 15, from TRINITY TERM, 1872, 
to TRINITY TERM, 1877. 


The Preliminary Examination Journal 

AND STUDENT'S LITERARY MAGAZINE. 

Edited by James Erle Ben ttam . 

Now complete in 18 Numbers, containing all the Questions and Answers from 1871 to 
1875, and to be had in One Vol. 8 vo., price 18s. cloth. 


Gaius’s Roman Law, by Tomkins and Lemon. 

Complete in 1 vol. 8vo. 27s. cloth extra. 

THE COMMENTARIES of GAIUS on the ROMAN LAW: 

with an English Translation and Annotations. By Frederick J . Tomkins, Esq., 
M.A., D.C.L., and William George Lemon, Esq., LL.B., Barristers-at-Law, 
of Lincoln’s Inn. 


Tomkins and Jencken’s Modern Roman Law. 

8vo. 14s. cloth. 

COMPENDIUM OF THE MODERN ROMAN LAW. 

Founded upon the Treatises of Puchta, Von Vangerow, Arndts, Franz Moehler 
and the Corpus Juris Civilis. By Frederick J. Tomkins, Esq., M.A., p.C.L., 
Author of the “Institutes of Roman Law,” Translator of “Gaius,’ &c., and 
Henry Diedrich Jencken, Esq., Barristers-at-Law, of Lincoln’s Inn. 1870 


Tomkins’ Institutes of Roman Law. 

Part I. royal 8vo. (to be completed in Three Parts) 12s. cloth. 

THE INSTITUTES OF THE ROMAN LAW. Part I. The 

Sources of the Roman Law and its external History to the decline of the 
Eastern and Western Empires. By Frederick J. Tomkins, M.A., D.C.L., 
Barrister-at-Law, of Lincoln’s Inn. 1867 
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Dowell's Stamp Duties and Stamp Laws. 

8vo. 12s. 6d. cloth. 

A HISTORY and EXPLANATION of the STAMP DUTIES, 

from their commencement to the present time, the past and the present State of 
the Stamp Laws, the System and the Administration of the Tax, Observations on 
the Stamp Duties in Foreign Countries; the Stamp Laws at present in force in the 
United Kingdom ; with Notes, Appendices and a copious Index. By Stephen 
Dowell, M.A., of Lincoln’s Inn, Assistant Solicitor of Inland Revenue. 1873 

Dowell's Income Tax Laws—2nd Edition. 

THE INCOME TAX LAWS at present in force in the United 
Kingdom, with Practical Notes, Appendices and a copious Index. By Stephen 
Dowell, M.A., of Lincoln’s Inn, Assistant Solicitor of Inland Revenue. 2nd 
Edition. [Iw the Press 

Hamel’s Customs Laws, 1881. 

Post 8vo. 3s. 6 d .; demy 8vo. 4s. 6d. cloth. 

THE LAWS OF THE CUSTOMS, consolidated by direction 

of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury. With Practical Notes 
and References throughout; an Appendix, containing various Statutory Pro¬ 
visions incidental to the Customs; the Customs Tariff Act; and a copious Index ; 
with Supplement to 1882. By Felix John Hamel, Esq. 1881 


Bund’s Agricultural Holdings Acts—2nd Edit. 

Post 8vo., 12s. cloth. 

THE LAW OF COMPENSATION FOR UNEXHAUSTED 

AGRICULTURAL IMPROVEMENTS, as amended by the Agricultural 
Holdings (England and Scotland) Acts, 1883 ; with the Statutes and Forms. 
By J. W. Willis Bund, M.A., LL.B., of Lincoln’s Inn, Barrister-at-Law, 
Author of “The Law relating to Salmon Fisheries in England and Wales,” &c. 
2nd Edition. 1883 


Wills on Circumstantial Evidence.—4th Edit. 

8vo. 10s. cloth. 

AN ESSAY on the PRINCIPLES of CIRCUMSTANTIAL 

EVIDENCE. Illustrated by numerous Cases. By the late William Wills, 
Esq. Fourth Edition, edited by his Son, Alfred Wills, Esq., Barrister-at- 
Law. 1862 

Adams on Trade Marks. 

8vo. 7s. 6c?. cloth. 

A TREATISE ON THE LAW OF TRADE MARKS; with 

the Trade Marks Registration Act of 1875, and the Lord Chancellor’s Rules. 
By F. M. Adams, B.A., of the Middle Temple, Barrister-at-Law. 1876 

Williams’s Common Law Pleading and Practice. 

8vo. 12s. cloth. 

An INTRODUCTION to PRACTICE and PLEADING in the 
SUPERIOR COURTS of LAW, embracing an outline of the whole proceedings 
in an Action at Law, on Motion, and at Judges’ Chambers; together with the 
Rules of Pleading and Practice, and Forms of all the principal Proceedings. By 
Watkin Williams, Esq., M.P., of the Inner Temple, Barrister-at-Law. 1857 
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Lawrence on Partition. 

8 vo. 85 . cloth. 

THE COMPULSOEY SALE OF EEAL ESTATE under the 
POWERS of the PARTITION ACT, 1868. As Amended by the Partition 
Act, 1876. By Philip Henby Lawbence, of Lincoln’s Inn, Esq., Barrister- 
at-Law. __ 1877 

Trower’s Church Building Laws. 

Post 8vo. 9s. cloth. 

THE LAW OF THE BUILDING OF CHUECHES, PAR¬ 
SONAGES, and SCHOOLS, and of the Division of Parishes and Places. By 
Chables Francis Tboweb, M.A., of the Inner Temple, Esq., B arrister - at - La w, 
late Fellow of Exeter College, Oxford, and late Secretary of Presentations to 
Lord Chancellor Westbury. ^ 1874 


Bulley and Bund’s Bankruptcy Manual. 

12 mo. 16s. cloth. 

A MANU AL of the LAW and PEACTICE of BANKRUPTCY 

as Amended and Consolidated by the Statutes of 1869: with an APPENDIX 
containing the Statutes, Orders and Forms. By John F. Bulley, B.A., of the 
Inner Temple, Esq., Barrister-at-Law, and J. W. Willis Bund, M.A., LL.B., 
of Lincoln’s Inn, Esq., Barrister-at-Law. With Supplement, including the 
Orders to 30th April, 1870. 1870 

The Supplement may be had separately , Is. sewed. 

Brabrook’s Co-operative and Provident Societies. 

12 mo. 6s. cloth. 

THE LAW relating to INDUSTEIAL and PEOYIDENT 

SOCIETIES, including the Winding-up Clauses, with a Practical Introduction, 
Notes, and Model Rules, to which are added the Law of France on the same 
subject, and Remarks on Trades Unions. By Edwaed W. Bbabbook, F.S.A., 
of Lincoln’s Inn, Esq., Barrister-at-Law, Assistant Registrar of Friendly 
Societies in England. 18 

Gaches’ Town Councillors and Burgesses Manual. 

Post 8vo. 7 s. cloth. 

THE TOWN COUNCILLORS and BURGESSES MANUAL, 

a Popular Digest of Municipal and Sanitary Law, with information as to 
Charters of Incorporation, and a Collection of useful Forms especially adapted 
for newly Incorporated Boroughs. By Louis Gaches, LL.M., B.A., ol the 
Inner Temple, Esq., Barrister-at-Law. 


Holland on the Form of the Law. 

8 vo. 7s. 6d. cloth. 

ESSAYS upon the FORM of the LAW. By Thomas Ekskihe 
Holland, M.A., Fellow of Exeter College, and Chichele Professor of Inter- 
national Law in the University of Oxford, and of Lincoln’s Inn, Barrister-at- 
Law. 1870 


Heales’s History and Law of Pews. 

2 vols. 8vo. 16s. cloth. 

TnE HISTORY and LAW OF CHURCH SEATS or PEWS. 

By Alfred Heales, E.S.A., Proctor in Doctors’ Commons. 1872 
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Macaskie’s Law of Bills of Sale. 


Just Published, in One Vol., post 8vo., 8s. cloth. 


THE LAW RELATING TO BILLS OF SALE, with Notes 


upon Fraudulent Assignments and Preferences, and the Doctrine of Reputed 
Ownership in Bankruptcy ; and an Appendix of Statutes, Precedents, and 
Forms. By Stuart Macaskie, of Gray’s Inn, Barrister-at-Law. 


“Mr. Macaskie appears to us to be 
facile pr in ceps. His endeavour has been 
to produce an exhaustive text-book upon 
the whole law relating to Bills of Sale.” 
— Solicitors ’ Journal. 

“ The only possible way to understand 
the new Act of the present year, the 
language of which is in many cases ex¬ 


tremely ambiguous, is to read it along 
with and by the side of the Act of 1878. 
This is the plan adopted by Mr. Macaskie. 
Mr. Macaskie seems to have devoted great 
attention to his work, and his criticisms 
and explanations appear correct .”—Law 
Times. 


Shelford’s Succession, Probate and Legacy Duties. 
2nd Edition. 

12mo. 16s. cloth. 

THE LAW RELATING TO THE PROBATE, LEGACY 

and SUCCESSION DUTIES in ENGLAND, IRELAND and SCOTLAND, 
including all the Statutes and the Decisions on those Subjects: with Forms and 
Official Regulations. By Leonard Shelford, Esq., of the Middle Temple, 
Barrister-at-Law. The Second Edition, with many Alterations and Additions. 

1861 


Brandon’s Law of Foreign Attachment. 

8vo. 14s. cloth. 

A TREATISE upon the CUSTOMARY LAW of FOREIGN 
ATTACHMENT, and the PRACTICE of the MAYOR’S COURT of the CITY 
OF LONDON therein. With Forms of Procedure. By Woodthorpe Brandon, 
Esq., of the Middle Temple, Barrister-at-Law. 1861 


Smith’s Bar Education. 

8vo. 9s. cloth. 

A HISTORY of EDUCATION for the ENGLISH BAR, with 
SUGGESTIONS as to SUBJECTS and METHODS of STUDY. By Philip 
Anstie Smith, Esq., M.A., LL.B., Barrister-at-Law. 1860 


Wright’s Law of Conspiracy. 

8vo. 4s. cloth. 

THE LAW of CRIMINAL CONSPIRACIES and AGREE¬ 
MENTS. By R. S. Wright, of the Inner Temple, Barrister-at-Law, Fellow 
of Oriel Coll., Oxford. 1873 

Cutler’s Law of Naturalization. 

12mo. 3s. 6 d. cloth. 

THE LAW OF NATURALIZATION; as Amended by the 
Acts of 1870. By John Cutler, B.A., of Lincoln’s Inn, Barrister-at-Law, 
Editor of “Powell’s Law of Evidence,” &c. 1871 
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An Action at Law: being an Outline of the Jurisdiction of the 

Superior Courts of Common Law, with an Elementary View of the Proceedings 
in Actions therein. By Robert Malcolm Kerr, Barrister-at-Law; now Judge 
of the Sheriff’s Court of the City of London. Third Edition. 12mo. 9s. cloth. 

1861 

A Handy Book for the Common Law Judges’ Chambers. By 

Geo. H. Parkinson, Chamber Clerk to the Hon. Mr. JusticeByles. 12mo. 7s. cloth. 

1861 

A Concise Treatise on the Principles of Equity Pleading; with 

Precedents. By C. Stewart Drewry, of the Inner Temple, Esq., Barrister-at- 
Law. 12mo. 6s. cloth. 1858 

Drainage of Land: How to procure Outfalls by New Drains, or 

the Improvement of Existing Drains, in the Lands of an adjoining Owner, under 
the Powers contained in Part III. of the Act 24 & 25 Viet. c. 133; with an Explana¬ 
tion of the Provisions, and Suggestions for the Guidance of Land Owners, Occupiers, 
Land Agents and Surveyors. By J. William Wilson, Solicitor. 8vo. Is. sewed. 

The Law and Facts of the Alabama Case, with reference to the 

Geneva Arbitration. By J ames O’Dowd, Esq., Barrister-at-Law. 8vo. 2s. sewed. 

Foreshores. Report of Case, The Queen at the Prosecution of 

Williams v. Nicholson, for removing Shingle from the Foreshore at Withemsea. 
Heard at the Police Court, Hull, 31st May, 1870. 8vo. Is. sewed. 

Indian Civil Service Examinations. On reporting Cases for the 

Periodical Examinations by Selected Candidates for the Civil Service of India. 
Being a Lecture delivered on Wednesday, June 12th, 1867, at King’s College, 
London. By John Cutler, B.A., of Lincoln’s Inn, Barrister-at-Law, Professor 
of English Law and Jurisprudence and Professor of Indian Jurisprudence at 
King’s College, London. 8vo. Is. sewed. 

Hamel’s International Law, in connexion with Municipal 

Statutes relating to the Commerce, Rights and Liabilities of the Subjects of 
Neutral States pending Foreign War; considered with reference to the Case of 
the Alexandra, seized under the provisions of the Foreign Enlistment Act. By 
Felix Hargrave Hamel, Barrister-at-Law. Post 8vo. 3s. boards. 1853 

Francillon’s Lectures, Elementary and Familiar, on English Law. 

First and Second Series. By James Francillon, Esq., County Court Judge. 
2 vols. 8vo. 8s. each, cloth. I860 1861 

The Laws of Barbados. Royal 8vo. 21s. cloth. 

Le Marchant’s Report of Proceedings of the House of Lords 

on the Claims to the Barony of Gardner, with an Appendix of Cases illustrative 
of the Law of Legitimacy. By Sir Denis Le Marchant, of Lincoln’s Inn, 
Barrister-at-Law. 8vo. 18s. boards. 1828 
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Norman’s Treatise on the Law and Practice relating to Letters 
Patent for Inventions. By J. P. Norman, M.A., Barrister-at-Law. Post 8vo. 
7s. 6 d. cloth. 1853 

Gray’s Treatise on the Law of Costs in Actions and other Pro¬ 
ceedings in the Courts of Common Law at Westminster. By John Geay, Esq., 
of the Middle Temple, Barrister-at-Law. 8vo. 21s. cloth. 1853 

An Elementary View of the Proceedings in a Suit in Equity. 

With an Appendix of Forms. By Sylvester J. Hunter, B.A., of Lincoln’s 
Inn, Barrister-at-Law. Sixth Edition. By G. W. Lawrance, M.A., of 
Lincoln’s Inn, Barrister-at-Law. Post 8vo. 12s. cloth. 1873 

A Memoir of Lord Lyndhurst. By William Sidney Gibson, Esq., 

M.A., F.S.A., Barrister-at-Law, of Lincoln’s Inn. Second Edition, enlarged. 
8 vo. 2s. 6^. cloth. 

The Ancient Land Settlement of England. A Lecture delivered 

at University College, London, October 17th, 1871. By J. W. Willis Bund, 
M.A., Professor of Constitutional Law and History. 8vo. Is. sewed. 

Bowditch’s Treatise on the History, Revenue Laws, and Govern¬ 
ment of the Isles of Jersey and Guernsey, to which is added the recent Acts as 
to Smuggling, Customs and Trade of the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands, 
Forms, Costs, &c. By J. Bowditch, Solicitor. 8vo. 3s. 6d. sewed. 

Pulling’s Practical Compendium of the Law and Usage of 

Mercantile Accounts: describing the various Eules of Law affecting them, 
at Common Law, in Equity, Bankruptcy and Insolvency, or by Arbitration. 
Containing the Law of Joint Stock Companies’ Accounts, and the Legal Eegu- 
lations for their Adjustment under the Winding-up Acts of 1848 and 1849. By 
Alexander Pulling, Esq., of the Inner Temple, Barrister-at-Law. 12mo. 9s. 
boards. 1850 

Linklater’s Digest of, and Index to, the New Bankruptcy Act, 

1869, and the accompanying Acts. By John Linklater, Solicitor. Second 
Edition. Imperial 8vo. 3s. 6d. sewed. 

Moseley’s Law of Contraband of War; comprising all the 

American and English Authorities on the Subject. By Joseph Moseley, Esq., 
B.C.L., Barrister-at-Law. Post 8vo. 5s. cloth. 1861 

Dr. Deane’s Law of Blockade, as contained in the Judgments 

of Dr. Lushington and the Cases on Blockade decided during 1854. By J. P. 
Deane, D.C.L., Advocate in Doctors’ Commons. 8vo. 10s. cloth. 1855 

Lovesy’s Law of Arbitration between Masters and Workmen, 
as founded upon the Councils of Conciliation Act of 1867, the Masters and 
Workmen Act, and other Acts, with an Introduction and Notes. By C. W. 
Lovesy, Esq., Barrister-at-Law, now one of Her Majesty’s Judges, British 
Guiana. 12mo. 4s. cloth. 1867 
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Sewell’s Treatise on the Law of Sheriff, with Practical Forms 

and Precedents. By Richard Clarke Sewell, Esq., D.C.L., Barrister-at-Law. 
8 vo. 21*. boards. 1842 

The Law relating to Transactions on the Stock Exchange. By 

Henry Keyser, Esq., Barrister-at-Law. 12mo. 8*. cloth. 1850 

A Legigraphical Chart of Landed Property in England from the 

time of the Saxons to the present .Era. By C har les Fearne, Esq., Barrister- 
at-Law. On a large sheet, 6*. coloured. 

The Common Law of Kent; or the Customs of Gavelkind. With 

an Appendix concerning Borough English. By T. Robinson, Esq. Third 
Edition, with Notes and References to modem Authorities, by John Wilson, 
Esq., Barrister-at-Law. 8vo. 18*. boards. 1822 

A Treatise on the Law of Gaming, Horse-Racing, and Wagers. 

By Frederic Edwards, Esq., Barrister-at-Law. 12mo. 5*. cloth. 1839 

A Treatise on the Law of Commerce and Manufactures, and the 

Contracts relating thereto; with an Appendix of Treaties, Statutes, and Pre¬ 
cedents. By Joseph Chitty, Esq., Barrister-at-Law. 4 vols. royal. 8vo. 

J 1824 

£6 : 6*. boards. 

Anstey’s Pleader’s Guide ; a Didactic Poem, in Two Parts. The 

Eighth Edition. 12mo. 7*. boards. 1826 

Hardy’s Catalogue of Lords Chancellors, Keepers of the Great 

Seal, and Principal Officers of the High Court of Chancery. By Thomas 
Duffus Hardy, Principal Keeper of Records. Royal 8vo. 20*. cloth. (Only 
250 copies printed.) 

Pothier’s Treatise on the Contract of Partnership; with the 

Civil Code and Code of Commerce relating to the Subject, in the same Order. 
Translated from the French. By O. D. Tudor, Esq., Barrister. 8vo. 5*. cloth. 
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Rules and Regulations to be observed in all Causes, Suits and 

Proceedings instituted in the Consistory Court of London from and after 
26th June, 1877. (By Order of the Judge.) Royal 8vo., Is. sewed. 

The Case of the Rev. G. C. Gorham against the Bishop of 
Exeter, as heard and determined by the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council 
on appeal from the Arches Court of Canterbury. By Edward F. Moore, Esq., 
M.A., Barrister-at-Law, Author of Moore’s “Privy Council Reports.” Royal 
8vo. 8s. cloth. 1852 

Archdeacon Hale’s Essay on the Union between Church and 
State, and the Establishment by Law of the Protestant Reformed Religion in 
England, Ireland, and Scotland. By W. H. Hale, M.A., Archdeacon of 
London. 8vo. Is. sewed. 

The Judgment of the Privy Council on Appeal in the Case of 

Hebbert v. Purchas. Edited by Edward Bullock, of the Inner Temple, 
Barrister-at-Law, Reporter in Privy Council for the Law Journal Reports. 
Royal 8vo. 2s. Qd. sewed. 

Burder v. Heath. Judgment delivered on November 2, 1861, by 

the Right Honorable Stephen Lushington, D.C.L., Dean of the Arches. Folio 
Is. sewed. 

The Case of Long v. Bishop of Cape Town, embracing the 

opinions of the Judges of Colonial Court hitherto unpublished, together with 
the decision of the Privy Council, and Preliminary Observations by the Editor. 
Royal 8vo. 6s. sewed. 

The Judgment of the Dean of the Arches, also the Judgment of 

the PRIVY COUNCIL, in Liddell (clerk), and Home and others against 
Westerton, and Liddell (clerk) and Park and Evans against Beal. Edited by 
A. F. Bayford, LL.D.; and with an elaborate analytical Index to the whole of 
the Judgments in these Cases. Royal 8vo. 3s. 6d. sewed. 

The Law of the Building of Churches, Parsonages and Schools, 
and of the Division of Parishes and Places—continued to 1874. By Charles 
Francis Trower, M.A., Barrister-at-Law. Post 8vo. 9s. cloth. 

The History and Law of Church Seats or Pews. By Alfred 
Heales, F.S.A., Proctor in Doctors’ Commons. 2 vols. 8vo. 16s. cloth. 

Hamel’s Law of Ritualism in the United Church of England and 
Ireland. With Practical Suggestions for Amendment of the Law, and a Form 
of Bill for that purpose. By F. Hargave Hamel, Esq., of the Inner Temple, 
Barrister-at-Law. Post 8vo. Is. sewed. 

The Judgment delivered by the Right Honble. Sir Robert 
Phillimore, D.C.L., Official Principal of the Court of Arches, in the Cases of 
Martin v. Mackonochie and Flamank v. Simpson. Edited by Walter G. F. 
Phillimore, B.A., of the Middle Temple, Fellow of All Souls College, and 
Vinerian Scholar, Oxford. Royal 8vo. 2s. 6d. sewed. 

Judgment delivered by the Right Hon. Lord Cairns on behalf of 

the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council in the case of Martin v. Mackonochie. 
Edited by W. Ernst Browning, Barrister-at-Law. Royal 8vo. Is. 6d. sewed. 

The Privilege of Religious Confessions in English Courts of 
Justice considered in a Letter to a Friend. By Edward Badeley, Esq., M.A., 
Barrister-at-Law. 8vo. 2s. sewed. 

The Practice of the Ecclesiastical Courts, with Forms and 

Tables of Costs. By H. C. Coote, F.S.A., Proctor in Doctors’ Commons, &c. 
8 vo. 28s. boards. 

A Practical Treatise on the Law of Advowsons. By J. Mirehouse, 
Esq., Barrister-at-Law. 8vo. 14s. boards. 

The Lord’s Table : its true Rubrical Position. The Purchas 
Judgment, not reliable. The Power of the Laity and Churchwardens to prevent 
Romanizing. Suggestions to the Laity and Parishes for the due ordering of the 
Table at Communion Time. The Rubrical Position of the Celebrant. By H. F. 
Napper, Solicitor. 8vo. Is. sewed. 
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Dowell’s Income Tax Laws. 2nd Edition. In 1 vol. 8vo. 

Crabb’s Conveyancing. Sixth Edition. By William Woodhouse 

Fisher, Esq. In 2 vols. royal 8vo. 

Pritchard’s Admiralty Digest. Third Edition. In 2 vols. royal 8vo. 
Baxter’s Corporation Acts. In 1 vol., crown 8vo. 

Hertslet’s Treaties. Vol. XV. In 1 vol. 8vo. 
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Oke’s Magisterial Synopsis ; a Practical Guide for Magis¬ 
trates, their Clerks, Solicitors, and Constables; comprising Summary Convictions 
and Indictable Offences, with their Penalties, Punishments, Procedure, &c., 
alphabetically and tabularly arranged with a Copious Index. Thirteenth Edition. 
By Thomas W. Saundebs, Esq., late Recorder of Bath, and now one of the 
Metropolitan Police Magistrates. In 2 vols. 8vo. 3/. 3 s. cloth; 3/. 13s. calf. 

Oke’s Magisterial Formulist; being a complete Collection 

of Forms and Precedents for practical use in all Cases out of Quarter Sessions, and 
in Parochial Matters, by Magistrates, their Clerks, Solicitors and Constables. 
Sixth Edition , enlarged and improved. By Thomas W. Saundebs, Esq., late 
Recorder of Bath, and now one of the Metropolitan Police Magistrates. 8vo. 
38s. cloth. 42s. half-calf. 43s. calf. 

“In selecting Mr. Saunders to follow in the steps of Mr. Oke, the publishers exercised wise 
discretion, and we congratulate both author and publishers upon the complete and very excellent 
manner in which this edition has been prepared and is now presented to the profession.”—Law 
Times. 

Oke’s Handy Book of the Game Laws; containing the 

whole Law as to Game Licences and Certificates, Gun Licences, Poaching Preven¬ 
tion, Trespass, Rabbits, Deer, Dogs, Birds, and Poisoned Grain, Sea Birds, Wild 
Birds and Wild Fowl, and the Rating of Game throughout the United Kingdom. 
Systematically arranged, with the Acts, Decisions, Notes and Forms. Third 
Edition , with Supplement to 1881. By J. W. Willis Bund, M.A., LL.B., 
Barrister-at-Law, Author of “The Law relating to Salmon Fisheries in 
England and Wales,” &c. Post 8vo. 16s. cloth. 

*** The Supplement may be had separately, price 2s. §d., seived. 

“ A book on the Game Laws, brought up to the present time, and including the recent Acts 
with regard to "Wild Fowl, &c. was much needed, and Mr. Willis Bund has most opportunely 
supplied the want by bringing out a revised and enlarged edition of the very useful Handy Book 
of which the late Mr. Oke was the Author.”— The Field. 

Oke’s Handy Book of the Fishery Laws; containing 

the Law as to Fisheries, Private and Public, in the Inland Waters of England 
and Wales, and the Freshwater Fisheries Preservation Act, 1878. Systema¬ 
tically arranged, with the Acts, Decisions, Notes and Forms. By Geoege C. 
Oke, author of “The Magisterial Synopsis” and “ Formulist, ” “The Laws of 
Turnpike Roads,” &c., &c. Second Edition , with Supplement to 1884. By 
J. W. Willis Bund, M.A., LL.B., of Lincoln’s Inn, Barrister-at-Law, Chair¬ 
man of the Severn Fishery Board. In One Yol. Post 8vo. 6s. cloth. 

*** The Supplement may be had separately , Is. sewed. 

Oke’s Laws as to Licensing Inns, &c. 1874; containing 

the Licensing Acts of 1872 and 1874, and the other Acts in force as to Ale-houses, 
Beer-houses, Wine and Refreshment-houses, Shops, &c. where Intoxicating 
Liquors are sold, and Billiard and Occasional Licences. Systematically arranged, 
•with Explanatory Notes, the authorized Forms of Licences, Tables of Offences, 
Index, &c. By Geoege C. Oke, late Chief Clerk to the Lord Mayor of London. 
Second Edition , with all the Cases decided to the present time. By W. Cunningham 
Glen, Esq., Barrister-at-Law. Post 8vo. 10s. cloth. 

“ The arrangement in chapters adopted by Mr. Oke seems to us better than the plan pursued 
by the authors of the rival work.”— Solicitors' Journal. 

“Mr. Oke has brought out by far the best edition of the act.” — Law Times. 

We are sure that lawyers who have licensing cases and magistrates who have to administer 
the new act will be very glad to hear that Mi'. Oke has published a treatise on the subject.” 
Law Journal. 


*** For complete Catalogue , see end of this Work. 
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Underhill’s Concise Guide to Equity. In One Vol. Post Svo. Cloth. 

[Nearly ready. 

Mr. Serjeant Stephen’s New Commentaries. By James Stephen, Esq., 
LL.D., Judge of County Courts. Ninth Edition by Henry St. James 
Stephen, Esq., of the Middle Temple, Barrister-at-Law. 4 vols. 8vo. 41. 4s. 
cloth. 

*** This Work is set for the Intermediate Examination for Solicitors for 1885. 
Tudor’s Leading Cases on Real Property, Conveyancing and 
Wills: with Notes. 3rd Edition. Royal 8vo. 21. 12s. 6 d. cloth. 

Plumptre’s Principles of the Law of Simple Contracts. Post 8vo. 

8s. cloth. %* A companion volume to Underhill on Torts. 

Mozley and Whiteley’s Concise Law Dictionary. 8 vo. 20s. 

“ Law students desirous of ‘ cramming’ will find it acceptable .”—Law Times. 

Boyle’s Precis of a Common Law Action. 8 vo. 5s. cloth. 

Trower’s Prevalence of Equity under the Judicature Acts, 

1873 and 1875. 8vo. bs. cloth. 

Underhill’s Practical and Concise Manual of Chancery 

Procedure. Post 8vo. 10$. 6d. cloth. 

Underhill’s Law of Torts or Wrongs. Fourth Edition. Post 8vo. 
9$. cloth. 

Underhill’s Law of Trusts and Trustees. Second Edition. Post 8vo. 
12 $. 6d. cloth. 

Seaborne’s Manual of the Law of Vendors and Purchasers. 

Third Edition. Post 8vo. 12$. 6d. cloth. 

Kelly’s Conveyancing Draftsman. Second Edition. Post 8vo. 12$. 6d. 
cloth. 

Roberts’ Principles of Equity: a First Book on Equity Juris¬ 
prudence. Third Edition. 8vo. 18$. cloth. 

Mosely’s Articled Clerks’ Handy-Book. Second Edition. By 
E. H. Bedford. Post 8vo. 8$. 6 d. cloth. 

Bedford’s Final Examination Guide to the Judicature Acts, 
1873 and 1875. Questions and Answers. 8vo. 7$. 6d. cloth. 

Bedford’s Final Examination Guide to the Law of Probate 
and Divorce. Questions and Answers. Second Edition. Post 8vo. 6s. cloth. 

Bedford’s Table of Leading Statutes for the Intermediate and 
Final Examination in Law, Equity and Conveyancing. 1$. on a Sheet. 
Lewis’s Principles of Conveyancing. 8 vo. 18$. cloth. 

Barry’s Practice of Conveyancing. 8 vo. 18$. cloth. 

Cutler and Griffin’s Analysis of Indian Penal Code. 8 vo. 6$. 
Nasmith’s Institutes of English Law. 4 vols. post 8vo. 30$. cloth. 
M. Ortolan’s History of Roman Law, translated by I. T. Prichard 
and D. Nasmith, Barristers-at-Law. 8vo. 28$. cloth. 

Fulton’s Constitutional History. Post 8vo. 7s. 6 d. cloth. 

Lawson on Patents, Designs and Trade Marks. 8 vo. 15$. cloth. 
The Law Examination Journal, and Law Student’s Magazine. 
Edited by Herbert Newman Mozley, Esq., Barrister-at-Law. Containing 
Leading Articles, Notes of Important Legal Decisions, Intermediate and Final 
Examination Questions and Answers, Reviews of Books, Correspondence, &c. 
Published after each Final Examination for Solicitors in Hil., East., Trin. & 
Mich. Terms. 8vo., in Numbers at 1$.; post, 1$. 1 d. 

The Preliminary Examination Journal, and Student’s Literary 
Magazine. By J. E. Benham. In Eighteen Numbers, now complete in One Vol., 
containing all the Questions and Answers from 1871 to 1875. 18$. cloth. The 

separate Numbers at Is. each may also be had. 


*** For complete Catalogue, see end of this Work. 






































































































































